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Brunswick church is a hub for learning, teaching, training 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

You don’t usually think of a church as being a hive of activity on a Saturday morning, but The 
Chapel was alive Saturday, Dec. 1, with about 75 people on the Brunswick campus for various 
trainings and ministries. 

More than 20 laity, with each of the Conference’s six districts represented, were attending the 
fifth of 11 Certified Lay Ministry Training classes, all of which are being held at The Chapel. 
Five students, part of the South Georgia Conference’s partnership with Asbury Theological 
Seminary, were meeting in another of The Chapel’s buildings for their three-day preaching 
intensive class.  

Across campus, 12 children were having fun, making crafts, and playing games with trained 
volunteers while their foster parents ran errands, went Christmas shopping, or took much-needed 
naps. And squeezed into a meeting room across from the church’s sanctuary, 22 people from 
Glynn and surrounding counties were attending a foster parent training session. 

Being a hub of learning, education, and training has always been part of The Chapel’s vision, 
says Rev. Jay Hanson, lead pastor of The Chapel Ministries. 

“From the very beginning the vison for The Chapel had three steps. Step one was to establish a 
healthy congregation which was as much like the kingdom of God as was possible on earth. Step 
two was to cultivate community partnerships with other churches and other organizations in 
order to work together to transform our city. Step three was to become a School of Ministry 
where people from other communities could come to learn and explore what it means to do 
community ministry through local congregations in their area.” 

Lay Minister training 

Jenna Rhodes, a member of St. Marys United Methodist Church, is one of those who is traveling 
to The Chapel to learn and grow. As a member of the Certified Lay Minister program, Rhodes 
travels about an hour from her home in St. Marys to Brunswick to attend the classes, which are 
designed to offer a good foundation to anyone who wants to be a stronger leader in their church. 

“I’ve been feeling the nudge (to serve in a deeper capacity) for quite a while,” she said. “I’m not 
yet sure where it will lead, but this training is part of that.” 

St. Marys UMC plans to begin a small group ministry soon, Rhodes said, and while she has been 
a participant, she’s never launched or implemented the process. What she’s learning through the 
Certified Lay Minister training will help with that effort. 



“One of the things I love about being United Methodist is that we’re part of a bigger organization 
than ourselves and we have the opportunity to go to different people within our own 
denomination and glean the understanding of what’s worked for them and what hasn’t worked,” 
she said, noting that the conversation and collaboration among participants has been highlights of 
her experience. “The collaboration process has been really exciting for me. I love it all, I really 
do.” 

Theological training 

While those 21 students were being trained for lay ministry, another five students, part of the 
South Georgia Conference’s partnership with Asbury Theological Seminary, were meeting with 
Drew Thompson, The Chapel Brunswick’s campus pastor, and an Asbury professor for their 
three-day preaching intensive class. 

Developed by the Office of Congregational Development and Asbury, the unique partnership 
allows students to continue their full-time jobs and pursue theological education as part of God’s 
call on their lives. 

The opportunity to be in an intimate class setting, with peers, was a draw for Kim Dixon, a 
member of Pine Forest United Methodist Church in Dublin. 

“I thought it would be interesting to do some of my coursework with people from the South 
Georgia Conference,” said Dixon, who is also taking classes online and at Asbury Theological 
Seminary’s Orlando campus. “It’s been great. Having those connections … it’s been a more 
intimate environment where we’ve gotten to know each other and have built trust and shared 
with one another.” 

For Jen Hartley, a working mother and wife, the Brunswick classes make seminary more 
convenient and accessible. 

“Having a class in our hometown has made this portion more convenient,” she said. “We 
probably wouldn’t have looked at seminary so seriously if it wouldn’t have worked out with our 
jobs, too.” 

Reaching out to the community 

While several were preparing for vocational or lay ministry, others on The Chapel’s campus 
were being trained to be foster parents or providing respite to foster families. 

Churches need to partner with government agencies like the Division of Family and Children 
Services to provide hope, Rev. Hanson said, and that’s one way The Chapel is living out the 
biblical command to minister to widows and orphans. 

The Chapel is partnering with Hope 1312 Collective, a Glynn County non-profit organization 
that aims to help children in foster care and their families. Ally Christianson, one of the founders 
of Hope 1312 Collective, was on site Saturday, helping provide respite care and oversee the 
training.  



Partnering with local churches is key to providing hope and healing to children and families, she 
said, and making trainings and opportunities like respite care available and accessible is critical. 

“We believe that the hope for these children and these families is capital H hope, through the 
church, ultimately, and any chance we can get to connect them with that kind of hope is 
important to do,” she said. “And I love for them to see that the church is here and it connects 
them with the local church, which is a big deal.” 

Whether training future leaders or playing with children, The Chapel is fulfilling its mission and 
vision to make disciples, bring hope, and transform lives. 

“We have always wanted to increase the impact of what God was doing here, and raising up 
leaders seems like the best way to do it,” Rev. Hanson said. “This is who we are. We will 
continue to live into it more fully and in new and larger ways, but leadership development is at 
the core of who we are. That goes from equipping our fourth and fifth graders in the TLT (Tree 
House Leadership Team) to providing theological seminary training for pastors and everything in 
between. We raise up and send out leaders.” 

 

Post-General Conference Information Session planned for March 9 

South Georgia United Methodists are invited and encouraged to attend a post-General 
Conference information session Saturday, March 9 from 1-4 p.m. at the UGA Tifton Campus 
Conference Center in Tifton. 

An informational meeting – not a special session of the annual conference – the gathering is open 
to everyone in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church.   

“I encourage everyone to come, and I especially encourage every local church to send a 
delegation of persons to represent that church at the information session in Tifton,” said Bishop 
Lawson Bryan.  

The information session is to share with laity and clergy the decisions made during the 
denomination’s special called General Conference, which will be held in St. Louis Feb. 23-26, 
2019. South Georgia’s delegation will be on hand during the information session and will share 
information about decisions made during the General Conference session. Bishop Bryan and 
other conference leaders will also be in attendance to discuss and explore implications for the 
South Georgia Annual Conference and outline next steps. 

“Our goal is to provide clarity for laity and clergy and all of our churches so that we know what 
came out of General Conference and what the next steps are in our journey as we move together 
into God’s future for our annual conference,” Bishop Bryan said. 

This is an information session only, and no votes will be taken. 

Click here to watch a video from Bishop Bryan. 



 

2018 Conference Journal ready for orders and download 

Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables 

The 2018 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. As has 
been our process in recent years, those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their 
copy(ies) online directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $20 each plus tax and 
shipping. 

Click here to order your copy of the 2018 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference.*  

The Journal is also available as a free PDF download at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. 
Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to download the file(s). The ability to download just the 
sections needed is also available. 

Format and publishing changes introduced a couple of years ago have resulted in tremendous 
cost savings for both the Conference and the individual purchaser. The convenience of online 
ordering also allows purchasers the ability to order copies throughout the year, not just during a 
pre-order window. 

Contact Journal Editor Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com with any questions about 
the Journal. 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to 
print the 2018 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and 
processed via their secure website and shipped directly from their facility.  

 

Bishop's Appeal: Special Christmas Offering 

When disaster strikes, the United Methodist connection comes alive. The South Georgia 
Conference has seen this over and over again in the past month as people have responded to our 
needs here in South Georgia following the devastation caused by Hurricane Michael. Our 
connection is at work thanks to your overwhelming generosity.  

Even as we continue down our own path of recovery in the southwest pocket of our conference, 
we also want to extend a helping hand to our brothers and sisters in the Alabama-West Florida 
Conference who will feel Michael’s impact for years to come. Bishop Lawson Bryan is 
encouraging South Georgia Conference churches to collect a special Christmas offering for our 
neighbors in South Georgia, Alabama, and Florida. 

“I want to thank all those who already have contributed to the South Georgia Conference Storm 
Recovery Fund,” said Bishop Bryan. “Hurricane Michael did significant damage to a large sector 



of our conference. Thanks to your generosity we have been able to make an immediate initial 
response to those churches and communities. This special Christmas Offering for Storm Relief 
will give us the funds needed to sustain the long-term recovery effort. Also, through this 
Christmas Offering our conference will be able to continue doing what you have done so well in 
the past: reach out to help our brothers and sisters in need in the neighboring conferences of 
Alabama-West Florida and Florida. Those in Mexico Beach and the greater Panama City area are 
looking at a recovery period that will extend at least 10 years. While taking care of our own 
churches and communities we will also be able to give tangible support to our neighbors. Thank 
you for joining in this special Christmas Offering for Storm Relief.” 

Hurricane Michael was one of the most powerful storms ever recorded in the United States and 
struck last month with 155 mph winds. It raged ashore leaving miles and miles of devastation 
along the Gulf Coast. 

The Alabama-West Florida Conference has established formal partnerships with 28 pastors and 
churches that were damaged by Hurricane Michael. Financial offerings are already being 
distributed to support staff salaries at those churches that currently are not operational on a day-
to-day basis. Our Christmas Special Offering will allow us to come alongside these neighboring 
churches with additional financial support as they pick up the pieces and begin to rebuild. And in 
southwest Georgia, impacted congregations and communities are being and will continue to be 
supported by the generous donations of supplies, food, and home repair case management from 
within and beyond our conference.  

A Christmas Offering Storm Relief Fund #6849 has been established specifically for our 
support of the recovery efforts. This will be a Lane 6 offering. 

There are two ways to give:  

1. Donations may be made to any South Georgia Conference United Methodist Church by 
marking your gift for the "Christmas Offering Storm Relief Fund" or “Fund #6849”. 

2. Donate online here. 

 

United Methodists Release State of the Church Report 2018 

(UMCom) A new report from The United Methodist Church on the state of the church says that 
50 years after the creation of the denomination through the merger of The Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and The Methodist Church, the church’s ministries around the world are 
thriving. 

“This 2018 State of the Church report is a story of our mission. As this report will show, we are 
seeing growth and innovation across our worldwide connection,” states the report. Worldwide, 



there was a 12 percent increase in membership from 2006 to 2016 – nearly 1.4 million members 
– and the number of congregations grew from 47,390 to 54,623. 

In the decade since the Four Areas of Focus were affirmed at the 2008 General Conference, this 
common vision for the whole church has engaged local churches, annual conferences and general 
agencies in countless ministries related to these focus areas with renewed purpose. From hula-
hooping for health to the #SeeAllthePeople initiative to providing aid to refugees to empowering 
students to become leaders, the State of the Church Report recounts story after story of United 
Methodists doing the work of faithful discipleship. 

The report also details efforts to help the denomination be more representative of being a 
worldwide church through work on the General Book of Discipline, a draft revision of the Social 
Principles to be more globally relevant and “Wonder, Love and Praise,” a statement on United 
Methodist ecclesiology – all of which are to be considered by the 2020 General Conference. 

The report shares information about the work of the Commission on A Way Forward in 
preparation for a called session of General Conference in 2019, the Council of Bishops’ 
recommendation of the One Church Plan and the subsequent actions of the Judicial Council. 

More findings include: 

• The largest membership growth was recorded in the Congo, where membership surged 
by 147% over 10 years, followed by the Africa Central Conference with a 67% increase. 

• In 2017, United Methodists gave about $133.2 million to support connectional ministries 
around the world, about $1.8 million more than in the previous year. 

• A record high number of U.S. annual conferences paid 100% of their apportionments – 
29 out of 56. Nine Central Conference episcopal areas paid at least 100% 
apportionments. 

The State of the Church report, a collaborative effort of the Connectional Table, the Council of 
Bishops, United Methodist Communications and the General Council on Finance and 
Administration, is available in its entirety online, along with previous reports, here. 

 

A Christmas Message from Bishop Lawson and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan 

“At Christmas, God renounces the darkness of evil by sending the light of the world. At 
Christmas, God renounces hatred by sending the Prince of Peace. At Christmas, God renounces 
violence by sending the Great Reconciler. And at Christmas, God renounces injustice and 
oppression by sending the Great Liberator. Christmas is a magnificent time to focus on casting 
away the works of darkness,” Bishop Bryan said. “This is our opportunity to join God … and 
embrace the new world that is made possible in Jesus Christ.”  



We invite you to hear a Christmas message from Bishop Lawson and Mrs. Sherrill Bryan and 
pray that your Christmas season is filled with love, peace, and joy.  

Click here to watch the video. 

 

Christmas is about Good News 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of the Lord’s glory 
surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. 
“I bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people. Luke 2:9-10, NLT 

Good news. Christmas is about good news. Life was difficult for the everyday person 2,000 
years ago. It was hard to make ends meet. Taxes were high. Work was hard. Everyday people 
were living lives in a spirit of anticipation, waiting for something to happen. They were waiting 
for the Messiah, the longed-for deliverer, the one who would make everything better. Waiting for 
something so important gave them hope. They knew there was something more than what they 
were experiencing. They knew there was something better coming.   

In some ways, life hasn’t changed much since then. Life is still difficult for many people. It’s 
still hard for some to make ends meet. Work is hard for lots of people. Having safe shelter, 
regular meals, and an opportunity to provide for family is only a dream for many, even here in 
our own country. It becomes even harder to hold onto that dream in many other countries around 
the world. 

The good news for people today is that the message of the angel is still true. Hearing the story of 
the good news of Jesus Christ told by someone who has experienced the great joy that comes 
through a personal relationship with Jesus can offer hope to everyone who listens even today. 
I’ve experienced the good news of Christmas many ways in the last few weeks. Seeing nativity 
scenes on neighbors’ yards always makes me smile. Reading an Advent devotional book written 
by a pastor in South Georgia encourages me to remember the real meaning of Christmas. 
Hearing the stories of churches around South Georgia who are finding ways to share the story 
even as they recover from a hurricane makes me proud. And watching A Charlie Brown 
Christmas always makes me feel like Christmas is right around the corner.   

There have been many other reminders of Christmas and the good news that The United 
Methodist Church shares globally in the last two weeks. During a recent nationally televised 
football game that did not go the way I wanted to it go, a commercial came on. Children were 
shown talking about the real meaning of Christmas. I wondered what was being advertised until 
the very end. The tag line came on the screen and it was the people of The United Methodist 



Church. It was our great church, sharing the good news of the birth of Jesus in a very public 
way! If you haven’t seen the commercial, you can find it online here, or on the Rethink church 
website. Last week, at a Global Missions Summit hosted by the General Board of Global 
Ministries, I saw firsthand examples of the many, many works of service and mercy that we 
participate in around the world. The United Methodist Church shares the good news of Jesus 
Christ with millions of people around the world every day.   

I pray you will find ways to share the good news of the birth of Jesus personally during this 
Christmas season. I pray your church will find ways to reach the community with the news of 
Jesus. Please know you are sharing the good news of the birth of the Savior every day even when 
you don’t speak the words yourself. The message of the angel is remembered and repeated by 
millions around the world through the work of The United Methodist Church. I pray those words 
offer hope to all who have ears to hear. 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com. 

 

New video series to explore UM faith, traditions 

The Office of Connectional Ministries is in January launching an online video series that will 
explore the foundations of the Methodist faith and traditions.  

The six-part series, called “Come to the Table,” will feature South Georgia clergy and laity 
teaching about topics such as Methodist history, grace, works of mercy, works of piety, and 
more. 

“The roots of Methodism run deep. For more than 200 years we have been a movement with the 
purpose of encouraging a deep connection to God and to our neighbors,” said Dr. Nita Crump, 
director of Connectional Ministries. “The idea of ‘Come to the Table’ came about in a 
conversation about remembering our heritage and our purpose as Methodists. We hope that the 
video series helps everyone remember what it means to be Methodist and what we bring to the 
table as a church when we answer Christ’s call to come to his table and feast with him.”  

Congregations are invited to use the videos in small group settings or for Wednesday night Bible 
studies. The videos are approximately 15 minutes long and are accompanied by talking points for 
group conversation. Each video can stand alone or be used as a series. 

 

 

2019 Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat set for March 1-3 



During the weekend of March 1-3, 2019, more than 500 confirmands will gather at Epworth By 
The Sea on St. Simons Island for the annual “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat of the 
South Georgia Conference.  

Tailored to fifth-grade students and above, confirmands will enjoy learning about their United 
Methodist heritage in a high-energy, exciting atmosphere. Participants will also be exposed to 
the diverse leadership that makes up the South Georgia Conference as Bishop Lawson Bryan, 
pastors, youth directors, children’s directors, and lay members share and teach during the general 
sessions and workshops. Throughout the weekend, confirmands will journey through the church 
seasons, gaining a better understanding of their role as United Methodists and members of the 
body of Christ.  

Online registration is now available for South Georgia Conference churches. Beginning Jan. 14, 
registration will be open to all churches both in and out of conference. The deadline to register is 
Feb. 11 or until the event reaches maximum capacity. Click here for more information about 
registration. 

For more information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at the Office of Connectional 
Ministries at (888) 266-7642 or by email at suzanne@sgaumc.com.  

 

 

Leadership Team applications now available 

Applications are now being accepted for the 2019 Camp Connect Summer Leadership Team at 
Epworth By The Sea. Applications are open to college students who have completed at least one 
year of college. The Leadership Team will commit to nine weeks of camping ministry which will 
include serving at high school, middle school, and elementary camps. These Camp Counselors 
will minister to hundreds of youth and children throughout the summer while making Christian 
friendships with other staff members that last a lifetime.  

For more information, click here or contact Suzanne Akins, Camp Director, at (912) 638-8626 
ext. 107, or by email at suzanne@sgaumc.com.  

 

 

Multicultural Luncheon set for Feb. 9 

The third annual Multicultural Luncheon will be held February 9, 2019, from noon until 2 p.m. at 
Cordele First United Methodist Church. The 2019 theme is “Alive Together in Christ, the 
World.”  



The luncheon will celebrate the gifts God has provided in the South Georgia Conference through 
its local churches as well as the service the gifts and talents provide for the churches and 
communities. Speakers from around the conference and the connection will present. 

There is a small cost of $6 for lunch. Register here. For more information, contact Earnestine 
Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. The 2019 Multicultural (MC) Luncheon is sponsored by 
The Office of Connectional Ministries and hosted by the 2019 MC Luncheon Design Team. 

 

Love God for the Gift of Jesus 

Winter Quarter: Our Love For God  
Unit 1: God Is Worthy of Our Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 23, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson Scripture: Luke 1:26-31; Luke 2:22, 25-35 

Although our scripture has verses specified for this week, we think you should read the 
intervening verses as well. Context is critical to understanding the scriptures, and connecting the 
dots here will add meaning to your study. We know some of this account is the most familiar of 
all stories, but, as the saying goes, “familiarity breeds contempt.” If contempt is too strong a 
word, at least an assumption, “Oh, we know THAT story!” 

Context in Biblical studies is crucial. Our lesson jumps from Gabriel’s encounter with the young 
woman Mary, with his surprising and disturbing announcement, to the aged Simeon’s meeting 
with the holy family 40 days after the birth. In church history, these two events are called the 
Annunciation and the Nunc Dimittis. The Latin for Simeon’s message is based on the words 
“Lord, dismiss your servant in peace.” (Luke: 2:29) 

These bookends frame our study, but so much is between them – again, some very familiar, but 
others we often pass over. We pray our in-depth reading will add much to our celebration of 
Christmas – and yours!  

We begin with Gabriel’s encounter with Mary in Nazareth, a small village in Galilee. She is 
betrothed to Joseph, and betrothal was much more than our engagement. She was Joseph’s wife 
in every way except physically. She was young, and her father and Joseph had a binding 
agreement which could not be broken except by unfaithfulness. No wonder she was surprised, 
afraid, and bewildered, wondering what kind of greeting this could be.   

She knew this experience was real – she wasn’t dreaming! She sees and hears and waits! The 
first word spoken to her is one often repeated in scripture: “Do not be afraid, Mary…” (101 in 
KJV and 71 in NIV) Immediately, Gabriel gives her THE MESSAGE he had come to deliver – 
she will have a baby and name him Jesus. This completes the verses designated for this lesson, 
but we yearn for the rest of the story before vaulting to 40 days after the birth. From Nazareth to 



Bethlehem to Jerusalem, Mary will make an arduous and memorable journey she will always 
deeply ponder. 

Her first trip, however, was from Galilee to Judah to visit her cousin Elizabeth. The scriptures 
tell us the visit of the angel occurs in the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy. These kinsmen 
have much to share, and Mary was glad to leave Nazareth! Think and talk about why!!! 

Elizabeth’s welcome song, Mary’s Magnificat, and Zechariah’s song after the birth of their son, 
John, complete this first chapter of Luke. Luke gives us three memorable songs of the heart to 
help us understand and remember the story. Music always helps us to do just that. No wonder 
music is so integral to our keeping the Christmas season. Annually, we join these saints in 
singing praise and thanksgiving. 

The next scripture for this study is in Luke 2. So much happens before Mary and Joseph bring 
Jesus to the Temple for consecration. The list is long: a Roman census, a long journey, a baby 
boy born in a stable, shepherds in a field, an angelic chorus, the shepherd’s visit to see the baby, 
and Mary watching – waiting – pondering – WOW! 

The next two events are related to births and the keeping of the Mosaic Law. The circumcision 
and naming always occurs eight days after a male baby is born and is the outward and visible 
sign the child is Hebrew.   Sam has always related our baptism of babies as the outward and 
visible sign we belong to Christ. Sometimes we misname this event as a Christening. The 
Christianing is when the baby is given their Christian name, but the baptism is the act 
incorporating the child into the family of God.  

We have finally arrived at the final lesson of our study. The Holy Family waited in Bethlehem 
for the time required for Mary’s purification – 33 days for a baby boy and 40 days for a girl – 
according to the Law. She was considered “unclean” and could not enter the Temple. Their 
poverty is highlighted by the offering they were required to make. Leviticus 12:8 offers two 
pigeons or two doves for the poor, rather than a lamb.   

Luke tells us many important characteristics about Simeon: 

• He lives in Jerusalem in his old age awaiting the coming of the Messiah. 
• He is righteous and devout. “Righteous” means he cares about right living and justice in 

his community, and “devout” indicates he is a man of prayer and participates faithfully in 
Temple worship. 

• He “awaits the consolation (comfort) of Israel” as stated in Isaiah. Do you remember how 
the Messiah by Handel begins? “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people.” 

• The Holy Spirit “rests upon him.” There are several themes in Luke/Acts: women, songs, 
and the Holy Spirit. The Spirit comforts, directs, and reveals the truth of God. 

• The Spirit had revealed to Simeon he would see the Messiah before he died. 

In the marvelous way God works through the Spirit, Simeon and the Holy family arrive at the 
Temple together.  Mary and Joseph are presenting their firstborn son for consecration as 
instructed in the Law. Obviously, they are “observant Jews” in keeping the Law meticulously. 



“Sovereign Lord, as you promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes 
have seen your salvation which you have prepared in the sight of the nations; a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel.”   

This Song of Simeon, called the Nunc Dimittis in Latin, became part of the liturgical tradition of 
the Church very early.  

We have a picture when our grandson, Samuel Gordon Rogers, V, was born. The picture 
includes the baby; our son, his father; Sam, the grandfather; and Sam’s father! Sam’s dad is 
holding the newborn baby. A great moment preserved in time. 

So is this moment preserved with the word picture of Luke. But there is more – much more.  He 
sees not only Who this baby is, but the awesome results of what is happening in the world 
because of this child: Israel’s task in the world will be culminating. Jesus will be a light to the 
Gentiles and the glory of Israel. 

This result comes with great cost: division, conflict, controversy, the exposure of hypocrisy, and 
great pain.   Jesus’ ministry will not bring joy to all. Many will feel threatened by Him, and His 
rejection will be especially painful to His mother. Many scholars feel Luke had an interview with 
Mary when preparing to write Luke/Acts.  Whatever the source, we have gained a very personal 
picture of two people whose lives were forever changed by Jesus’ coming into the world. 

He is still changing lives and will until His return. This Christmas, sing YOUR song and tell the 
story with joy.     

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Love God and Serve Others 

Winter Quarter: Our Love For God  
Unit 1: God Is Worthy of Our Love 

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 30, 2018 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 25: 31-46 

The time is Holy Week 29 CE. The place is Jerusalem. The setting is two days before Passover. 
His enemies are plotting, and Jesus knows it. Shouldn’t we pay close attention to what he says? 
When someone is close to death, and they know it, they do not speak of trivial matters. It is 
crucial we listen carefully to every word. 

We have always felt this text is one of the most disturbing in the Bible. For, if it is literally true, 
our eternal destiny is at stake. This passage is not a parable. In Matthew, parables begin with 
“The kingdom of heaven is like …” and is usually followed by a made-up story from everyday 
life experiences. There are two parables in this chapter before our passage.   



Today’s scripture is prophetic, not parabolic, looking into the future when the Son of Man comes 
into his glory. “Son of Man” is Jesus’ preferred reference to himself.  (See Daniel 7:13; used in 
Matthew 9:6; 16:13; 20:18)  

The scene is impressive: Surrounded by the panoply of heaven, he calls the nations of the world 
for judgment. Please note: the nations, not just individuals. The metaphor of sheep and goats was 
a familiar one, for shepherds would have both in their flock. There would be times when 
separation was needed: the sheep for shearing or slaughter – the goats for milking or slaughter. 
This separation is the basis of Jesus’ prophetic statement.  

The sheep receive a commendation of being “blessed.” Their inheritance is the Kingdom: the 
sheer joy of being with the Father – the best definition of being blessed! (Hope you have read 
“The Shack!”) The basis of this judgment is how we fulfill the fundamental needs of human 
beings: food, drink, acceptance, clothing, health care, and finding the lost. We know, the word is 
prison, but don’t we have a mental hang-up when it comes to what a prison is? Jesus is pointing 
to more than incarceration for a crime. People are lost in many prisons – some are self-made, but 
others are created by society to set apart “undesirables.” Each of these acts is personally done for 
the Son of Man – Jesus, but the blessed don’t know why – yet! 

We can almost hear Gomer Pyle saying: “Surprise! Surprise!” 

The sheep are now called “the righteous.” Remember: the meaning of “righteous” is right living 
in personal life and justice in community living. Of course, “moral” righteousness is integral, but 
this inner holiness overflows to all those around. 

The “sheep” are astounded and repeatedly ask the question: “When did we see YOU in need?” 
And the answer is just as surprising: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
(and sisters) of mine, you did it for me.” (25:40 NIV) These simple acts of caring and providing 
for our fellow human beings are actually caring for the Son of Man – for Jesus himself! 

Stunning, isn’t it? Simple, isn’t it? Not theology, not worship styles, not even church 
membership. WE ARE FAMILY, brothers and sisters all – all of us! 

Then comes the most disturbing revelation of all – the great eternal separation, and the “goats” 
are just as surprised. They too want to know “why?” The answer is just as stunning – just as 
simple: food, drink, acceptance, clothing, care for the sick, and going to the lost. You did not do 
it for them, and so you did it not for me (Jesus).   

The two now move on into eternity – one to the punishment of separation and the other into the 
joy of the eternal love of God.  

One of Sam’s teachers saw four dimensions to this passage: physical, spiritual, mental, and 
relational. Your class could spend some very productive time “fleshing out” how these 
dimensions are manifested in these verses.  

Hopefully, no one sees in these verses a way to earn the King’s favor. Both groups acted 
unwittingly, without knowing the consequences. We have been given the great privilege of 
knowing Jesus and His Way. Like in all else, grace is at work in the gift. We are not told to do 



more or work harder to get to heaven, but we are encouraged to look inward and see why, or why 
not, we respond to real need the way we do.  

“Justice delayed is justice denied” is a legal truism. Examine your lifestyle: where you live, what 
you eat, what you wear, which car you drive, where your children (or grandchildren) go to 
school. How we spend our money may well indicate whether compassion is present or absent. If 
what Jesus said on that day shortly before his crucifixion is true, denial of compassion is 
equivalent to spurning the Judge Himself. 

We enact God’s justice – His righteousness – on a small scale whenever we act compassionately 
to relieve suffering. There are so many avenues of service open to us: food pantry, soup kitchen, 
meals-on-wheels, building or restoring houses, drilling wells, thrift stores, free medical clinics, 
blood drives, or prison ministries. Some of us may have reached the time of life where our 
financial gift is the best vehicle we have of showing compassion.  

We don’t have to wait for His judgment. We can judge our actions or inactions now. One thing is 
certain now: God’s standard is servant love, where there are no lines of discrimination or 
deserving – only human need seen and met. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Walk in Love 

Winter Quarter: Our Love For God  
Unit 2: Loving God by Trusting Christ 

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 6, 2019 
By Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers 

Lesson Scripture: II Thessalonians 3: 1-5; 2 John 4-11 

Greetings on this Epiphany Sunday, the Twelfth Day of Christmas! Also, Happy New Year! We 
pray you have had a blessed Christmas. Our unit title would make the greatest of all New Year’s 
resolutions: “Loving God by Trusting Christ.”    

The authors of these two texts are Paul, and, probably, John the Apostle. We won’t get into a 
scholarly debate about that! We have more important matters! We will study each text and 
setting separately. 

Thessalonica is a Greek city Paul and Silas visited on the Second Missionary Journey, as 
recorded in Acts 17. As was his strategy, they went on the Sabbath to the synagogue, the Jewish 
place of worship during the Diaspora. There he presented Jesus as the Christ (Messiah). He did 
this for three weeks. The results were encouraging, as both Jews and God-fearing Greeks 
responded. Specifically, women are mentioned.  



Some Jews became upset, a riot ensued, and some of the locals who were believers were taken to 
the city leaders with the charge: “These who have turned the world upside down have now come 
here.” As a result, Paul left town, leaving Timothy and Silas behind. 

The letter was written to encourage these early believers from Corinth in 52 CE. Thessalonians 
may well be the very first of the Pauline letters, which are the earliest writings in the New 
Testament! 

Conflict with the culture has always been a hallmark of the Christian faith. This one was with 
those Jews who insisted on keeping the Law of Moses – even for converts, whether Jew or 
Gentile. This conflict would follow Paul to his death; for the charge became political, when the 
preaching of Christ as Lord (King) became a challenge to Caesar’s authority. 

What does Paul say to help these early followers of Christ cope? As he closes the Thessalonian 
correspondence, he asks for mutual prayer. Prayer is our contact point with God, and we cannot 
live in the world victoriously without it! For Paul, the focus of praying is two-fold: the rapid 
spread of the Gospel message and deliverance from the world’s opposition.   

The Church must be a praying church, for without God’s empowerment, we will be overcome by 
the powers of the world. Prayer is a mutual responsibility, leaders and followers alike – if you 
will, clergy and lay. Paul states boldly why we can face the world and its power: God is 
awesome and ever faithful. 

The final verse of this passage opens the door to different translations, and thus different 
meanings. When Paul writes “May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance,” does Paul mean God’s love for us or our love for God? You see the problem of 
translation. The same applies to “Christ’s perseverance.”  

Why not both? Without knowledge of the Greek, we can rest assured of God’s eternal love for 
us. As faithful children of the Father, we love God in return. Christ’s perseverance in life, death, 
and resurrection to fulfill God’s plan of salvation and redemption gives us the power “to keep on 
keeping on.” 

The second part of today’s lesson is from the very short letter of 2 John. There is scholarly 
debate about who John is. From the first century, these three letters have been attributed to John 
the Apostle, one of the sons of Zebedee. Jesus from the cross entrusted Mary into John’s care, 
and, again, according to tradition, they went to Ephesus to live. 

The writer of the Gospel of John is the only one who tells us of this “word from the cross.” The 
three letters and the Book of Revelation have all been attributed to this same John. Whether or 
not this credit is true is, in one sense, irrelevant, but what is not irrelevant is the similarity of the 
letter to the Revelation of John.  

In the salutation, the letter is addressed to “the chosen lady.” She could be a person. We have 
often seen how central women were to the early church, but we believe this feminine reference is 
to “the bride of Christ” – the Church! The children are, of course, the growing number of sisters 
and brothers in this new human family. (2 John 1-2)   



Our scripture begins at verse 4 with a familiar Johannine refrain – Gospel and Letters: “Love one 
another.” This time he defines love as obedience to Christ. “Walking in love” is the manner of 
our obedience to Christ. We believe this is “the way, the truth, and the life” of the Gospel of 
John. (John 14:6) 

As Paul contended with those who were misleading early believers about continuing to keep the 
Law, the Church in John’s old age was facing a different crisis. As the church grew, the Gentiles 
(Greeks) had become dominant. Some began to merge Greek philosophy with Christian belief.  

Once again, the Christians were in a cultural conflict. This earliest of heresies was called 
Docetism – a denial of the humanity of Jesus. He only seemed to be real. This heresy evolved 
later into another, more complicated one called Gnosticism. The Gnostics claimed to have 
special, revealed knowledge about God which was a sophisticated blend of Platonic and 
Christian ideas. Taken together the two heresies emasculated the power of the Incarnation. The 
cross would have no meaning if it was only a spiritual event, not reality. One writer’s definition 
is: “Christ’s existence was mere semblance, without any true reality.” 

Within the Church, such ideas can grow and become destructive to the Christian’s daily walk 
with Christ. The term “antichrist” is often identified with an evil personage who will appear at 
the end of time, but that is not the primary meaning here (7b). The prefix “anti” has the sense of 
“alternative” or “substitute.”   

John’s concern is with counterfeits. Today’s church lives in the midst of many counterfeits to the 
“way, the truth, and the life” of Jesus. We walk a tightrope of loving acceptance of people and a 
rigid rejection of false ideas and competing ways of living. Discerning the truth requires a 
personal commitment to Jesus, an open heart to hurting humanity, and a firm conviction based 
on the biblical faith revealing God’s loving plan to redeem the world.  

Forgive us, but once again John Newton’s admonition to Wilbur Wilberforce rings true: “Be sure 
you are in the world, but not of it.” Newton wrote “Amazing Grace,” and Wilberforce won a 
long fight to abolish the slave trade. Two good examples of men who lived in the world of the 
19th Century, changed it, but did not succumb to its seductive ways. They walked the way of 
Jesus. We can do the same – with God. 

Helen and Rev. Sam Rogers are a retired clergy couple. They can be reached at sgr3@cox.net.  

 

Christmas is Just Around the Corner                   

PATHWAY TO HIS PRESENCE 
B.J. FUNK 

When my sister was a small child of four, she asked our mother how much longer before 
Christmas would arrive. Mama responded encouragingly by saying, “Oh, it’s just around the 
corner!” 



So, without telling anyone, Beverly walked the half block to the corner of Cranford and Williams 
street in Valdosta. She stopped and looked both ways around the corners. Christmas wasn’t 
there. She ran back home, crying into the warm embrace of our mother, who held her and tried to 
explain what “around the corner” meant. 

This past month, Beverly, who had grown to the age of 78 years, looked around the corners of 
her life, searching for heaven. After years of battling the effects of diabetes, she was ready to 
leave all her cares behind for this beautiful land where she could be finally healed. I am so happy 
for her that, when she looked for heaven, heaven found her. There, diabetes is not even a word in 
her vocabulary. There, all the pain of that horrid disease is not even a memory.  

For each of us, heaven is just around the corner. The older we get, the closer our corners seem 
defined with the hope of something better than what we know here.  

I’m not trying to rush things, but as I look around the corners of my life, heaven seems all too 
sweet. My mother and daddy are there. My husband is there. And, now my sister is there. I am 
the only one in my immediate family still here. What great joy awaits me around the corner when 
I get to see my family again. 

In the meantime, I love this life I know now. I am greatly blessed. I love living inside my calling 
to be a pastor. I fall in love with my work anew every morning.  

But, when that time comes and the corners of my life here move into the joyous beauty of my life 
there, listen for my voice. I will be the one shouting “Hallelujah” as I run into the embrace of my 
loved ones waiting for me in heaven.  

And then, the icing on the cake ... “What a day that will be when my Jesus I will see! When I 
look into the face of Him who saved me by His grace.” 

What can I say? Borrowing from a statement I hear often today, “It’s all good!” 

The Rev. B.J. Funk is associate pastor of Central UMC in Fitzgerald. Email Rev. Funk 
at bjfunk@bellsouth.net. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – December 2018  
 
12/01 – Virginia Connelly: 11130 Springfield Pike; Cincinnati, OH 45246  
12/06 – Charles Adams: 301 Island St.; Lake Park, GA 31636  
12/06 – Eugene Cariker: 102 Ingham St.; Simons Island, GA 31522  
12/09 – Mollie Danner: 1415 Sunrise Ave.; Moultrie, GA 31768  
12/09 – Clifford Wallace: 136 Pineworth Pointe Dr.; Macon, GA 31216  
12/09 – Don Warren: 450 Cove Dr.; Marietta, GA 30067  



12/10 – Charles Cox: 9800 County Line Rd.; Midland, GA 31820  
12/10 – Britt Priddy: 109 Churchview Dr.; Leesburg, GA 31763  
12/10 – Joe Stevens: 892 Dublin Hwy.; Eastman, GA 31023  
12/10 – Cephas Williamson: 4815 Tirol Pass; Ft. Wayne, IN 46835  
12/12 – Alan Miller: 2099 Corsica Way SW; Marietta, GA 30008  
12/15 – Paula Lytle: PO Box 2905; Statesboro, GA 30459  
12/16 – Pat Holbert: PO Box 1004; Louisville, GA 30434  
12/19 – Morgan Johnson: 5000 Fairbanks Ave. #148; Alexandria, VA 22311-1227  
12/22 – Larry Giles: 214 Jasmine St.; Sandersville, GA 31082  
12/22 – Lenton Powell: PO Box 42986; Atlanta, GA 30311 
12/22 – Joy Wilson: 59 Amanda Lane; Ellaville, GA 31806  
12/26 – Wayne Mitchell: 431 Oak Ridge Dr.; Nashville, GA 31639  
12/26 – Diane Shedd: 515 Meadow Green Dr.; Davenport, FL 33837  
12/28 – William Blalock: PO Box 187; Vidalia, GA 30475  
12/31 – John Carroll, Jr.: 4663 Wesleyan Woods Dr.; Macon, GA 31210  
12/31 – William A. Smith: 102 Pierce Rd.; Reynolds, GA 31076 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Billie Joyce Cole Parrish 
Billie Joyce Cole Parrish passed away peacefully on Saturday evening, November 24, 2018. She 
was the youngest of five sisters born to the late James Wesley Cole and late Linnie Lee Meeks 
Cole of Nichols, GA (Coffee County). 

On April 16, 1949, she married her beloved husband of 66 years, the late Reverend Walter Guy 
Parrish, Jr. Mrs. Parrish is survived by their two sons, James Walter Parrish, Sr. (Nancy) and 
William “Bill” Guy Parrish (Pam); two grandsons, James Walter Parrish, Jr., and William Cole 
Parrish; one great grandson, Alexander Morgan Parrish; and a number of dear nieces and 
nephews. 

Services were held Thursday, November 29 at Monroe First United Methodist Church. The 
Reverend Doctor Dane Wagner officiated, and the Reverend Josef Buffalo directed the music. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to Extra Special People (ESP), 189 
VFW Drive, Watkinsville, GA 30677; the Methodist Home for Children and Youth, 304 Pierce 
Ave. (P.O. Box 2525) Macon, GA 31204; or Monroe First United Methodist Church. 

Please sign the online guest registry at www.hartsmort.com. Hart’s Mortuary on Cherry Street 
has charge of arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – Dec. 18 



Dec. 23 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Psalm 80:1-7 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45, (46-55) 

Dec. 24 
Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 (UMH 815) 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-20 

Dec. 25 
Christmas Day 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Psalm 98 (UMH 818) 
Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) 
John 1:1-14 

Dec. 30 
First Sunday After Christmas Day 
1 Samuel 2:18-20 
Psalm 148 (UMH 861) 
Colossians 3:12-17 
Luke 2:41-52 

Jan. 6 
Epiphany Sunday 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 12/18/2018 edition 

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Americus FUMC – Jan. 6, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 



practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Pine Forest UMC, Dublin – Jan. 13, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Lay Speaker Training, Centerville UMC – Jan. 18-19, 2019 
The Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Courses will be taught Friday, Jan. 18 and Saturday, Jan. 
19, 2019, at Centerville UMC. A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is 
ready and desirous to serve the Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the 
Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A 
lay speaker has completed the required training courses in lay speaking and has been approved 
by a district or annual conference committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local 
church by witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communication, church and 
community leadership, and caregiving ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct 
services of worship, preach, and lead study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district 
superintendent. Registration fee for the class is $25 which covers all materials and lunch on 
Saturday. (Note: The Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced 
Class). Register here. 

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Tifton FUMC – Jan. 20, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Human Relations Day – Jan. 20, 2019 
Sunday, Jan. 20, is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. Click here to learn more.  

Connectional Ministries Leadership Tour, Springfield UMC – Jan. 27, 2019 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 



church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2019 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. Download a flyer to promote this 
event in your local church.   

Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea – Jan. 29-Feb. 1, 2019 
Join Bishops Sue Haupert-Johnson (North Georgia), Ken Carter (Florida), James Swanson 
(Mississippi) and Lawson Bryan (South Georgia) for Winter Conference 2019 at Epworth By 
The Sea on St. Simons Island. Dr. Tod Bolsinger, Vice President for Vocation and Formation 
and Assistant Professor of Practical Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and author of 
"Canoeing the Mountains, Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory," will be the keynote 
speaker. Register early as we believe demand will be high. Further information about faculty, 
preachers and curriculum will be announced shortly. More information and registration 

Vashti Day – Feb. 3, 2019 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, 
visit www.vashti.org.  

Lay Speaker Training, Hahira UMC – Feb. 8-9, 2019 
The Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Courses will be taught Friday, Feb. 8 and Saturday, Feb. 
9, 2019, at Hahira UMC. A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready 
and desirous to serve the Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures 
and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker 
has completed the required training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district 
or annual conference committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by 
witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communication, church and community 
leadership, and caregiving ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of 
worship, preach, and lead study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. 
Registration fee for the class is $25 which covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. (Note: The 
Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced Class). Register here. 

Annual Multicultural Luncheon Celebration – Feb. 9, 2019 
The third annual Multicultural Luncheon will be held February 9, 2019. For more information, 
contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 10, 2019 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 



students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - 
visit www.andrewcollege.edu. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 17, 2019 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information. You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop, Statesboro – Feb. 21, 2019 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years 
for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 
ministers, appointed lay speakers). The Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, Feb. 21 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 24, 2019 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! PRAYER IS ESSENTIAL! The Kingdom Builders 
Club is about far more than starting churches. It is about CHANGING LIVES! We have 
published a new daily devotional book entitled “Pray for 5.” This 40-day devotional is a tangible 
tool to help you and your friends change the lives of your family and friends. To obtain copies 
for all the people in your congregation simply ask your District Superintendent. Our hope is that 
this daily devotional book will ignite a movement of prayer that unlocks a wave of relational 
evangelism that helps new people come to know Jesus like we have. Funding is important. God 
sends people to congregations who are ready to minister to them. We need to be starting new 
ministries to connect with these new people. To reach people no one is reaching, we must start 
doing things no one is doing, which requires funding. Pray for your friends AND become a 



Kingdom Builder by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced 
Special. Click here to download a Kingdom Builder support form.  

Campus Crawl – Feb. 28-March 3, 2019 
The 2019 Campus Crawl is set for Feb. 28 - March 3, 2019. During the Campus Crawl weekend, 
high school students from both the North and South Georgia Conferences will meet 
representatives from United Methodist Colleges and Universities in Georgia as well as meet 
several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. Stops on this year’s tour include: 
Oxford College, Young Harris College, Reinhardt University, Kennesaw State Wesley, Clark 
Atlanta, Georgia Tech Wesley, Emory University, LaGrange College, Andrew College, 
Wesleyan College, Mercer University Wesley, Augusta Wesley, Paine College, UGA Wesley, 
and more. The cost of $100 per student includes a tour bus, meals, lodging, and a t-shirt. After 
Jan. 15, 2019, the price increases to $125. Click here to reserve your seat on the bus. For more 
information, contact Suzanne Akins at the Office of Connectional Ministries 
at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext.107.  

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – March 1-March 3, 2019 
Designed for students in the fifth grade and above, the “Join the Journey” Confirmation Retreat 
will provide churches of all sizes an opportunity to connect with others through worship, study, 
and fellowship.  The event will also include large group gatherings around the church seasons 
and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United Methodist History and United Methodist lingo 
as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. Not meant to be the only confirmation youth go 
through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a church is or will be doing. 
For more information, please contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at 
suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext. 107. Registration is now open to all South 
Georgia Conference churches. 

Post-General Conference Informational Session – March 9, 2019 
An informational session will be held at the UGA Tifton Campus Conference Center in Tifton, 
GA to talk about the outcome of the 2019 called General Conference Session. 

Lay Speaker Training, Pittman Park UMC – March 15-16, 2019 
The Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Courses will be taught Friday, March 15 and Saturday, 
March 16 at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. A lay speaker is a professing member of a local 
church who is ready and desirous to serve the Church, and who is well informed on and 
committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United 
Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required training courses in lay speaking and 
has been approved by a district or annual conference committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers 
serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communication, 
church and community leadership, and caregiving ministries. When certified, the lay speaker 
may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead study sessions as requested by the pastor or 
the district superintendent. Registration fee for the class is $25 which covers all materials and 



lunch on Saturday. (Note: The Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking 
Advanced Class). Register here. 

Annual SBC21 Leadership & Development Conference – March 26, 2019 
The 2019 SBC21 Annual Celebration of Leadership and Development Conference will be held 
Saturday, March 16. Contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell, associate director of Connectional 
Ministries, at earnestine@sgaumc.com, for more information.  

Lay Speaker Training, Richmond Hill UMC – March 29-30, 2019 
The Basic and Advanced Lay Speaking Courses will be taught Friday, March 29 and Saturday, 
March 30 at Richmond Hill UMC. A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is 
ready and desirous to serve the Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the 
Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A 
lay speaker has completed the required training courses in lay speaking and has been approved 
by a district or annual conference committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local 
church by witnessing to the Christian faith through spoken communication, church and 
community leadership, and caregiving ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct 
services of worship, preach, and lead study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district 
superintendent. Registration fee for the class is $25 which covers all materials and lunch on 
Saturday. (Note: The Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking Advanced 
Class). Register here. 

UMCOR Sunday – March 31, 2019 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus’ love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR’s “costs of doing business.” That helps them keep their promise 
that 100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. Click here for resources to 
help promote this offering in your local church. 


