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Forest Hills UMC’s Sanctuary Respite Ministry offers hope to those living with 
memory loss diagnosis 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Dianne Roberts had prayed the same prayer for nearly 10 years. 

“Church, do something.” 

Her husband of 52 years, Marvin, suffers from corticobasal degeneration, a progressive 
neurological disorder and cognitive illness similar to Alzheimer’s. A former certified public 
accountant, Marvin is no longer able to speak, and Roberts, a teacher, retired to care for him. 

“He is able to do a lot of things, but he does need some help,” she said. “I really prayed for a 
long time for a place for him to be able to go that would be appropriate and what we expected 
from care and that was the right environment and atmosphere. I was in despair because there was 
nothing.” 

Her prayer was finally answered this fall when Forest Hills United Methodist Church opened the 
doors to Sanctuary Respite Ministry, its new respite care ministry in Macon, Ga.  

Launched Tuesday, Sept. 17, the program serves those living with a memory loss diagnosis like 
dementia and Alzheimer’s, and their caregivers. Four hours a day, three times a week, they sing, 
exercise, play games, pray, and talk. 

At Sanctuary Respite, Marvin finds community, compassion, fellowship, and fun. Roberts finds 
hope, peace, and answered prayer. 

“The disease has taken the front part of his brain, so we don’t get to talk about it, but he feels 
their acceptance,” Roberts says of the time Marvin spends at Sanctuary Respite. “It’s a place 
where he feels accepted and loved, and they love him.”  

When someone has a cognitive illness, the world shrinks and they often become isolated. Unable 
to keep up with and participate in conversations, they have fewer opportunities to fellowship and 
socialize, Roberts said. Sanctuary Respite offers Marvin a place where he can be accepted as he 
is while socializing and participating in appropriate activities. 

“They’re laughing and playing games and having fun,” she said. “It’s met a need in my life, it’s 
met a need in Marvin’s life, and I don’t think we have any idea how far reaching it is except that, 
for me, it is new life.” 

Modeled after Montgomery (Ala.) First United Methodist Church’s Respite Care Ministry and 
Isle of Hope United Methodist Church’s Hope Arbor respite care ministry, Sanctuary Respite 
was birthed out of a faithful congregation taking one step at a time, saying “yes” to God calling 
them to care for their community. 



“We were poised to do this,” said Rev. Teresa Edwards, associate pastor of Forest Hills UMC. 
“We had the space, we had people, we could find the resources. It was huge, but doable. God 
was going to provide for this; we just had to look around and open ourselves up to it.” 

The only respite-style ministry in Macon, Sanctuary Respite’s program runs Tuesday through 
Thursday from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. and costs $40 a day.  

And no matter whether a volunteer, participant, or caregiver, everyone is a “friend,” says director 
Leigh Hinton. All wear street clothes and the same style name tag.  

“When we’re there, everyone is the same,” Hinton said. “We’re all the same when we’re at 
Respite.”  

Each friend is warmly greeted as they walk through the sanctuary doors. Coffee is brewing, 
music plays in the background, and there’s a party-like atmosphere. The group plays games like 
life-size Jenga, cornhole, and Wheel of Fortune, and each day ends with volleyball. A hot lunch 
from local restaurant Jeneane’s is catered, and they eat together, like a family. 

“Sanctuary Respite Ministry is giving people who are living with a memory loss diagnosis a 
place to be loved and accepted exactly as they are and an opportunity to enjoy and engage with 
other people,” said director Leigh Hinton. “There’s nothing wrong with a caregiver needing to go 
and be enjoyed just as they are, too. That’s what Sanctuary Respite Ministry does; it provides an 
outlet for both.” 

For Rev. Edwards, the ministry is a natural fit for the Forest Hills UMC congregation. There was 
an immediate response when volunteers were requested, people are sharing their talents with the 
ministry, and others in the community are joining in. 

“This is ours to do. If we aren’t going to do it, who is? It was as much a feeling that God was 
calling us to do this as anything,” she said.  

The Roberts make Sanctuary Respite a priority in their week, scheduling other appointments and 
activities around their Tuesday and Thursday Sanctuary Respite days. 

It’s a blessing for others to love her husband, she says. 

“It’s unconditional acceptance that comes through Jesus, that’s all it is. The hearts of these 
people, they are genuine. This is an answered prayer.” 

 

UMW gather, celebrate 150 years of missions, ministry 

By Kelly Roberson, Director of Communications 

It was a rainy day outside but inside was a beautiful day of celebration as the South Georgia 
Conference United Methodist Women gathered for their annual meeting Oct. 19, 2019, at Open 
Door Community House in Columbus, Ga. 



Carol Banks, South Georgia United Methodist Women president, expressed her appreciation for 
the year of blessings in United Methodist Women as they celebrated their 150-year milestone as 
a mission organization focused on missions to women, by women.  
“Working, worshipping, and learning together, we have continued to strengthen our sisterhood of 
grace,” Banks said. “Now we are looking forward to the next 150 years and the legacy we will 
leave for those who come after us. We are important people in God’s mission.”  
During her address, Banks spoke about all that United Methodist Women were able to 
accomplish this past year. 
“Separately we may not be able to accomplish much, but together we can do miracles,” Banks 
said. “I cannot tell you how much I appreciate your dedication to God’s mission and how you 
intentionally go about sharing God’s love with your service. Your love and generosity shine 
through in all you do.” 
White roses were placed on a memorial table in memory of past presidents Charlene Black and 
Eugenia Yawn and all of the faithful UMW members who passed away in the last year.  
Attendees were led in music by Rev. Tony Crosby and Nancy Bearden and heard special music 
from soloist Allison Jandreau and four members of the Open Door Youth in Unison orchestra 
and their director, Tracy Leopard.  

During the business session, Sandra Simpson, treasurer, announced that South Georgia United 
Methodist Women exceeded their pledge for 2018. For 2020, South Georgia United Methodist 
Women pledged $150,000 to missions giving and approved a $91,030 budget for the coming 
year.  
Ellen Jeter, mission coordinator for spiritual growth, expressed love and appreciation to outgoing 
officers leaving their current positions: Sandra Simpson, Becky Britton, Agnes McKinney, 
Becky Britton, Lynn Harper, and Susan Roberson.  

During the installation of officers led by past president Mary Exley, five were installed into 
leadership positions: Diane Horton, treasurer; Patricia Salgado, mission coordinator for 
education and interpretation; Lynn Harper, communications coordinator; Paula Newman, 
chairperson for committee on nominations; and Connie Boole, member of committee on 
nominations.  
Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, episcopal leader of the South Georgia Conference, shared a message 
of inspiration and encouragement. 

Focusing on the story of the persistent widow in Luke 18: 1-8, Bishop Bryan related the story to 
150 years of United Methodist Women in ministry. 
“United Methodist Women have been persistent, just like the widow, because they respect God 
and respect people, and they cry out for justice when there is unfairness and do something about 
it.” 



With more than 800,000 in membership, United Methodist Women is the largest denominational 
group in the nation.  
“What would it be like to have 800,000 people on your team?” Bishop Bryan asked. “If you, 
United Methodist Women, decide to raise your voice, it will be like a megaphone. This 
organization has a big voice, and a cry for injustice is a way of saying, ‘Let’s lead people to 
Jesus Christ.’” 
Bishop Bryan encouraged each attendee to go back to her local church and be persistent and 
remember what voice she has.  
“You respect God, you respect people, you don’t stop, and you don’t go away,” Bishop Bryan 
said. “If we will take a deep breath, look at 150 years of history of United Methodist Women, 
and realize that God is at work, we can leverage our voices of influence.”  

Bishop Bryan, along with Rev. Earnestine Campbell, Sherrill Bryan, and Sandra Simpson, led 
worshippers in a service of Holy Communion. 
Banks expressed her appreciation for South Georgia United Methodist Women and the ways 
they have shown their love for Jesus this year. She also announced next year’s theme, “Let Your 
Light Shine.” 

“Don’t hide your light under a bushel, and don’t let anyone else try to hide it,” Banks said. “Use 
your gift; go out and proclaim that Jesus is Lord; be bold.  
“I’m looking forward to seeing all your lights shining in 2020.” 

 

Boreholes bring ‘sigh of relief’ in Uganda 

By Vivian Agaba 

Accessing clean water in some parts of Uganda is difficult, especially for girls and women who 
are usually responsible for walking long distances to fetch water, often from unsafe sources. 

The addition of five boreholes near United Methodist churches in the Uganda-South Sudan 
Conference will alleviate that problem for some. 

Members of Baxley First United Methodist Church in Baxley, Georgia, First United Methodist 
Church in Vidalia, Georgia, and Lynn Haven United Methodist Church in Panama City, Florida, 
worked with local United Methodists in the East Africa Episcopal Area to drill the boreholes. 

Edisa Nailubo, 40, a member of Bukitimbo United Methodist Church in a village near Buwenge, 
said that before they got the borehole, residents had water struggles. 

“We used to fetch water from man-made holes in swamps. This borehole is a sigh of relief. We 
no longer have to fetch water from unsafe sources,” she said. 



Patience Nabirye, 15, said the nearest source of water was a mile away and she had to walk there 
every day. Sometimes, she said, she would return late, putting her life is danger. 

“Most times, there are many people at the well and we have to line up for hours. By the time one 
goes back home, it is night. This can be dangerous for us girls. One can easily be defiled as she is 
moving at night. So, we are happy the borehole is nearer to our home,” she said. 

Sharot Muwanguzi, a resident of Ngova-Kaliro, said the borehole has saved women the burden 
of walking long distances in search of water, and now that it’s clean, they don’t have to worry 
about water-borne diseases. 

The Rev. David Muloowoza, pastor at Bukitimbo United Methodist Church, said most people in 
the area had not been boiling the water before drinking it, even though it came from unsafe 
sources. Often, he said, children suffered from diarrheal-related illnesses. 

According to the World Health Organization and UNICEF, more than 780 million people do not 
have access to safe drinking water. It’s estimated that 801,000 children younger than 5 years of 
age die from diarrhea each year, mostly in developing countries. 

Muloowoza was happy to note that since the boreholes were drilled, incidents of diarrhea have 
drastically reduced. 

The boreholes were drilled in the villages of Ntokoro, Bukitimbo, Yuuka, Luzinga and Budondo, 
each of which serves a population of about 2,000 to 3,000 people. 

The goal was to place the boreholes in areas where there are large populations without access to 
clean water, or in places that have only one source of water, said the Rev. Isaac Kyambadde, 
Jinja District superintendent and senior pastor at Wanyange Central United Methodist Church. 
He said the boreholes were drilled on church grounds. 

Kyambadde, who oversees the drilling of the boreholes and construction of new churches in the 
district, said beyond preaching the word of God, it is important that the church also does critical 
work like this that promotes the wellbeing of believers. 

He applauded United Methodists who traveled to help make the lives of local people better. 

“People’s lives have totally changed just because of the clean water project (in) Uganda. Both 
believers and non-believers, many have joined The United Methodist Church. People have 
access to clean water. Incidences of cholera outbreaks and other diseases related to dirty water 
have reduced. School-going children are also able to go to school when they are not sick,” he 
said. 

And the boreholes aren’t the only good news for United Methodists in the Jinja District. Several 
new churches have been built recently. 

Kyambadde said that when he became district superintendent in 2009, there were only eight 
churches. Now, there are 20 churches in the district, with eight newly constructed. 



The Uganda-South Sudan Conference has 15,711 professing members and 8,728 attending 
worship weekly, according to 2016 data compiled by the denomination’s General Council on 
Finance and Administration. 

Recently, a group of United Methodists, led by Jack and Doris Williams from Lynn Haven 
United Methodist Church, visited and helped build two new churches in Nabirumba and Ngova. 

Lydia Naigaga, 25, a mother of three, prays at Good Hope United Methodist Church in Wairaka, 
one of the newly constructed churches. She is grateful for the opportunity to worship in a new 
church. 

“The previous church was in a bad shape — very old, no doors, no windows — and whenever it 
rained, it rained on us. It is good we have a new church and we are grateful to the team that built 
(it),” she said. 

The Rev. Steve Maguiar, pastor at Baxley United Methodist Church, said the decision to collect 
money for the boreholes was a simple one for his congregation. 

“Water is essential to life and being able to help provide such an important element to others 
gives us great joy. We know that this is what Jesus Christ would have us do. We are called to be 
our brothers’ keepers. We are able to help our brothers and sisters because of the connection we 
share as United Methodists. The world is our parish,” he said. 

Being involved in providing safe water to the people of Uganda has been a great experience for 
his congregation, he said. “It has also caused us to be more aware of the blessings that we too 
often take for granted.” 

He praised the work and faithful commitment of district superintendent Kyambadde. 

“His friendship to us and his passion for his people fuels that same passion in us. Although 
separated geographically, we are one with pastor Kyambadde and the people of Uganda through 
the shared love and faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Agaba is the communications officer for the East Africa Episcopal Office of The United 
Methodist Church in Kampala, Uganda. 

 

Church exit plan already in effect, court says 

By Linda Bloom 

Legislation setting special provisions for United Methodist churches deciding to leave the 
denomination took effect immediately at the end of the special General Conference last 
February, the church’s top court has ruled. 

In making that determination, the United Methodist Judicial Council at least temporarily 
bypassed the assertion from a Commission on General Conference investigation that improper 



voting meant the vote to substitute parts of Petition 90066, the disaffiliation petition, was null 
and void. 

The court decided to hold the request submitted by the Council of Bishops on the question of 
improper voting to its next session. In Decision 1386, the Judicial Council noted that “because 
of our inability to get the information requested during oral argument” it would be best to re-
schedule the case. 

On a related matter, the Judicial Council issued no opinion on the “constitutionality, meaning, 
application or effect” of certain petitions of the Traditional Plan, also adopted in February. 

“The votes of the council members were insufficient to declare unconstitutional any of the 
provisions before us,” the court said in Memorandum 1390. At least six of the nine members of 
Judicial Council must agree in a vote on constitutional issues. 

“Our rulings on the constitutionality, meaning, application or effect of the various provisions will 
await the specific facts of applications of these provisions in cases to come before the council 
after January 1, 2020,” the court said, referring to the request from the Council of Bishops for 
clarity on five questions related to the Traditional Plan. 

This decision and other rulings were released after the close of the court’s Oct. 29-Nov. 1 
meeting, which included two Oct. 30 oral hearings. Warren Plowden, first lay alternate, 
participated in the meeting because Judicial Council member Lidia Romao Gulele was unable to 
attend. 

In Decision 1385, the Judicial Council found the proposed effective date on the disaffiliation 
language had never been in question even after the original Petition 90066 was amended by the 
minority report. “The body clearly understood that only those specific changes in the minority 
report were before it,” the decision said. “The prefatory language remained unchanged before the 
General Conference. The effective date of Para. 2553 is the close of the Special General 
Conference.” 

In a related case on disaffiliation, the court deferred until its next meeting the deliberation of a 
ruling on a question of law by New England Conference Bishop Sudarshana Devadhar regarding 
that conference’s disaffiliation policy and discernment process. 

Related in another way to General Conference 2019 were a number of October docket items on 
bishops’ decisions of law on various annual conference actions. 

Among the rulings in those cases, the Judicial Council: 

• Affirmed, in Decision 1399, Mountain Sky Area Bishop Karen Oliveto’s ruling that parts 
of a conference resolution that refused to comply with the Traditional Plan or with church 
prohibitions on homosexuality were out of order. 

• Agreed with California-Pacific Conference Bishop Grant Hagiya, in Decision 1398, that 
a provision in a 2019 conference resolution prohibiting funding related to complaints 



against clergy was not lawful “because it violates the principle of legality and the fair 
process rights of clergy persons.” 

• Affirmed, in Decision 1395 and Decision 1396, that rulings by Bishop J. Michael Lowry 
on Central Texas Conference resolutions on “what’s next” for the conference and 
transparency about the financial costs of clergy complaints were aspirational statements 
and did not violate church law. 

• Agreed with Bishop Michael McKee, in Decision 1392, that a North Texas Conference 
resolution highlighting the One Church Plan — which was rejected by General 
Conference 2019 — was aspirational. 

• Affirmed, in Decision 1389, a ruling by Bishop Mark J. Webb that the part of a resolution 
by the Upper New York Conference affirming LGBTQIA+ persons is in order, while a 
part calling the conference to stop spending money on clergy complaints violates the 
Book of Discipline and is null and void. 

Judicial Council also upheld, in Decision 1391, the three-part ruling by Bishop LaTrelle Miller 
Easterling that the action of the clergy session of the 2019 Baltimore-Washington Conference to 
approve ministerial candidates as a group was handled properly. 

Responding to a constitutionality question brought by the Western Pennsylvania Conference, the 
Judicial Council found several provisions under church law on an annual conference’s 
administrative matters to be “unconstitutional, null and void.” 

In Decision 1383, the top court found that provisions in the Book of Discipline “setting forth the 
administrative process” on involuntary leave of absence, involuntary retirement, administrative 
location and discontinuance from provisional membership violate the guarantees of “a fair and 
unbiased process” found in church law. 

The full roster of Decisions 1380 to 1399 from the October meeting can be found on the Judicial 
Council website. 

Bloom is the assistant news editor for United Methodist News and is based in New York. 

 

2019 Conference Journal ready for orders and download 

Journal includes conference business, directories, reports, appointments, and statistical tables 

The 2019 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference is now available for purchase. As has 
been our process in recent years, those wishing to purchase a Conference Journal will order their 
copy(ies) online directly from the printer. The cost of the Journal is $25 each plus tax and 
shipping. 

Click here to order your copy of the 2019 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference.*  



The Journal is also available as a free PDF download at www.sgaumc.org/conferencejournal. 
Adobe Acrobat Reader is required to download the file(s). The ability to download just the 
sections needed is also available. 

Format and publishing changes introduced five years ago have resulted in tremendous cost 
savings for both the Conference and the individual purchaser. The convenience of online 
ordering also allows purchasers the ability to order copies throughout the year, not just during a 
pre-order window. 

Contact Journal Editor Meredyth Earnest at meredyth@sgaumc.com with any questions about 
the Journal. 

*The Conference is using www.Lulu.com, an online print-on-demand publishing company, to 
print the 2018 Journal of the South Georgia Annual Conference. Orders will be made and 
processed via their secure website and shipped directly from their facility.  

 

Stand at the Wesley monument 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

On a pilgrimage to the Holy Land I found myself seated beside a Jewish rabbi from Philadelphia. 
When he asked about my group’s itinerary, I explained that when we landed in Tel Aviv we 
would board a bus and head to Galilee. After several days we would travel south to Jericho, the 
Dead Sea, and Qumran. Then we would end with several more days exploring Jerusalem.  

The rabbi replied “That’s not how we do it.” He continued, “I work with Jewish college students 
who are not practicing their faith. When we get off the plane we take them straight to Jerusalem 
and put them off at the Western Wall. Most of the time that experience is so profound that they 
begin to take their own faith story more seriously.” For the first time in their lives these Jewish 
college students were getting in touch with the reality of their own faith tradition.  

Rather than lecturing to them or scolding them for their lack of faithfulness, the rabbi gave them 
a sense of place and a connection to their own story. Powerful.  

That need for a sense of place and of connectedness to our own story is the motivation behind 
my recent return visit to the John Wesley monument at Fort Pulaski National Park near Tybee 
Island. This monument marks the spot where John Wesley came ashore on Feb. 6, 1736. His 
journal entry for that day notes that he and others set foot on American soil at about 8 o’clock in 
the morning. The first action they took was to kneel for a prayer of thanksgiving to God for their 
safe arrival after nearly four months at sea.  



As I stood there I remembered the high hopes and ambitious goals Wesley intended to fulfill in 
Georgia. Do you recall that it did not work out as he had envisioned? First, he came to Georgia 
to “convert the Indians” but that did not work out as he had planned. Second, he wanted to 
establish Church of England worship among the colonists, but they were not particularly 
amenable to this idea. And then there was the Sophy Hopkey debacle. Soon, a dejected John 
Wesley was on his way back to England. Looking back, however, we now realize that his time in 
Georgia was not a failure. He planted the seeds of Methodism in America. Just as importantly, 
his experience in Georgia prepared the way for his heart to be “strangely warmed” at Aldersgate 
on May 24, 1738.  

I encourage each member of the South Georgia Conference to visit Fort Pulaski and stand beside 
the Wesley monument. Recall how God took John Wesley’s dejection and turned it into the 
worldwide Methodist movement. Of all people, South Georgia Methodists have reason to be 
confident both in the present and in the future. Our own story gives us reason for that confidence. 
When he felt like a complete failure, John Wesley was actually headed to the Aldersgate 
experience that would change his life and unleash the Methodist movement.  

My experience at the Wesley monument reminds me of the motivation behind a statement I 
wrote to myself last June: 

In the South Georgia Conference, we live in the CONFIDENCE, based on  

our experience since 1736, that God’s purpose is going to be fulfilled; and is 

even now unfolding among us SO THAT we commit ourselves to remain  

connected to each other to give space for God to move in us and through us. 

Stay calm. Stay connected. Stand at the Wesley monument. 

Alive Together in Witness, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Register today for Encounter Youth Retreat, set for Nov. 22-24 

Youth groups from around the South Georgia Conference (and beyond!) will come together for a 
fall weekend retreat that offers passionate worship, relevant Bible study, and a meaningful time 
with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Sponsored by the Office of 
Connectional Ministries, Encounter Youth Retreat, set for Nov. 22-24, 2019, is for all middle 
and high school students.   

Encounter offers a chance for students to take a break from school, have fun in the beautiful 
outdoors, and worship Christ with church groups of all sizes.  



Rev. Jonathan Smith, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southern University, will 
teach during the four sessions. Philip & Leah George from Monument Ministries will lead 
worship, and Jacy Robertson, Director of the Wesley Foundation at Coastal Georgia, will emcee 
the event. 

Breakout groups for students by age will give them a chance to hear from college students living 
a life of faith. Breakout groups for adult leaders will examine Anxiety, Depression, and Suicide 
Prevention in Teens led by Rachael Lee, a licensed professional counselor who works with teens 
on a daily basis. 

Online registration is open and will be available through November 11. Churches will register as 
a group. The cost for this event is $150 per person, which includes programming, insurance, 
food, lodging, and a t-shirt. Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided 
by each church group. 

Click here to learn more about the event and registration. 

For more information, contact Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626, ext. 
107.  

 

2019 Advent Resources 

Advent/Christmas 
 
We hope the resources provided in this edition will help jumpstart your planning and give you 
new ideas for this "season." Advent will be here before you know it!  

NURTURE 
Take the Online Advent Quiz: (Download), print and share the Advent Quiz with your church, 
family & friends!  
 
Chuck Knows Church: The Advent Wreath (Video 3 minutes) 
 
New Ways to Celebrate Advent With Kids 
 
Christmas Gifts That Won't Break: A Children's Advent Study by James W. Moore. 
 
Coloring Through Advent: A creative way to prepare your heart for Christmas.  
 
Blue Christmas/Longest Night Service: A unique service designed to minister to those who 
mourn during the holiday season. This service can be used as an outreach tool in your 
community as well. 
 



Cokesbury Advent Studies: Looking for a study for a small group, congregation or yourself? 
Find a good selection at Cokesbury. 
 
Unwrap the Meaning of Christmas: Children share the story of Christmas. (Video 1:26) 
 
For more resources, visit Discipleship Ministries.  

OUTREACH 
Ideas to reach into your community and embody the very thing we celebrate: God's love coming 
in human form as Jesus Christ is born! 
 
4 Great Advent Outreach Ideas 
 
Community Seeker-Friendly Outreach Event Ideas 
 
Giving Tuesday: December 3, 2019 - People know about Black Friday and Cyber Monday, we 
want them to know about Giving Tuesday, too! This global day of giving is fueled by the power 
of social media. Find ways to kick off this charitable season by giving to your favorite mission 
organization. 
 
Christmas Is Not Your Birthday: Mike Slaughter's Bible Study on experiencing the joy of living 
and giving like Jesus.  
 
Advent Revolution: Learn how Thomasville FUMC turned the Advent season into Outreach, 
reaching their community and into the world. (The Advocate, 2016) 

WITNESS 
While there’s debate about whether services on Christmas Eve or Easter Sunday draw the larger 
attendance, it is clear that Christmas Eve attracts more unchurched guests. 
 
Creative Ways to Invite Others this Advent Season 
 
Invite Your Community This Christmas: Get all the resources you need this Christmas, including 
direct mail, banners, and invites.  
 
Christmas Eve Hospitality: 12 Ways to Welcome 
 
Roll Out The Welcome Mats This Christmas 
 
Invite Christmas Eve Guests to Return 
 



For additional Outreach & Witness resources, visit United Methodist Communications. 
 
ADVOCACY 
Advent Offers Homecoming 
 
Advent in Action 
 
Engaging Advent 
 
All Earth Is Waiting: An advent devotional written through the lens of Creation and Creation 
Care. (Climate Justice) 
 
For more Advocacy resources, visit Church & Society and Discipleship Ministries. 

 

Faith That Sets an Example 

Fall Quarter: Responding to God’s Grace  

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 10, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Thessalonians 1: 2-10 
Key Verse: I Thessalonians 1: 7-8a  
You became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. The Lord’s message rang out 
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia – your faith in God has become known everywhere.  

Geographical and other background information for text  
The Thessalonian letters are widely believed to be among the first writings of the New 
Testament. You can read of Paul’s visit to Thessalonica in Acts 17. The city is located 
approximately 100 miles west of Philippi. Thessalonica was strategically located for commerce 
and evangelism. From the city you could travel east into the Roman Empire or west toward 
Europe where possibilities for church expansion awaited. If Christianity could gain a foothold in 
Thessalonica and the surrounding area, the faith could explode with new converts in the west. 
Both land and sea routes met in Thessalonica, making it a bustling busy city of commerce. As 
cited in the previous lesson, Paul employed his customary methodology for creating a new 
church in a city or town. He began by entering the local synagogue and befriending his Jewish 
brothers and sisters. He then won some to Christ. However, he was always intentional in 
reaching out to the Gentile population, whether through participation in the tent-making guild or 
simply forming friendships and relationships. When possible, Paul preached in the public arena. 
Eventually, someone would open their home and the church would begin. Paul would remain 



until the church was rooted in the faith and leaders were developed to continue the ministry 
before he moved to the next area to evangelize. Though the Jewish people and the Gentile 
population shared life in the city and participated in commerce, the Jewish people still 
recognized a distinction between themselves and the Gentiles, especially regarding their faith. 
The Jewish Christian leaders were not always open or welcoming to the Gentile converts, 
continuing to see Christianity as an extension of Judaism rather than a faith for the world. The 
non-Christian Jews were irate with jealousy as Paul incorporated Gentiles and even some in their 
Jewish community into his new evangelistic endeavor. A Jewish mob formed and began to 
incarcerate the Christian community. They were released only after paying bail. Paul and his 
missionary companion Silas had to escape the city under the cover of darkness. (Acts 17:10) Paul 
was only able to spend four weeks with the Thessalonian Christians in contrast to spending 
months and even years in other locations. He was concerned that perhaps he did not have time to 
adequately plant Christian roots that could sustain them through the difficulties that could arise. 
In Paul’s absence, Timothy visited to inquire about the welfare of the church, and was then to 
report his findings to worried Paul. Timothy’s report was of great relief to Paul. The church was 
strong and beginning to thrive. There were some doctrinal issues that arose and Timothy voiced 
these to Paul, prompting him to write two doctrinal letters to this new, quickly developing 
church.  

Doctrinal issues confronting Thessalonica  
The early church expected the return of Jesus at any time. In Matthew 16 and Luke 9 Jesus said, 
“What I say to you, I say to all: Watch, for you know not the hour” . . . or “Some here will not 
taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” Many took these statements 
literally, even Paul. Paul even encouraged the early Christians to remain in the state of life they 
found themselves for Christ and his kingdom were coming. He even encouraged celibacy since 
Jesus was coming. Then of course, we have little written material, such as gospels until 20-30 
years after the resurrection and ascension. We do not yet fully understand these statements of 
Jesus. However, we can’t dismiss the authoritative assertion by Jesus prior to his ascension. The 
disciples wanted Jesus to declare that at the present time he would restore the kingdom. Yet 
Jesus answered, “It is not for you to know the times or the seasons the Father has set.” (Acts 1) 
He continued, “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you and you shall 
be my witnesses.” It was obvious that Jesus did not want the early church consumed with his 
return or the end of the age. He wanted them to change the world with the truth that He was 
Lord! The expectation of Jesus’ imminent return created more than a few problems. Some had 
stopped working, others ceased to evangelize, and some even grew apathetic. As time passed 
another issue reared its head. The people whom they believed would be living and witness the 
return of Jesus were dying! The church initially believed the living Christians would be caught 
up into the air with Christ and enter heaven. But, what about those Christians who had died? 
Thus, in the fourth chapter of I Thessalonians, Paul tries to clarify the issue. Paul wrote that Jesus 
would bring with him those who had died in Christ. These dead saints would then gain their 
eternal body before those living would be caught up with Christ in the air. This explanation of 



Paul still confuses many. But remember, Paul understood what it was like to “see through a glass 
dimly.” I Cor. 13. 

I include this section to remind us that the church experienced growing pains in seeking to 
understand the grand will of God. Expectations, misunderstandings, and painful struggles in life 
led to many assumptions and interpretations. Imagine Paul attempting to explain the above issue 
to Gentiles and Jews amid many other competing philosophies and religions! This was but one 
issue confronting the early church. Reread the Corinthian letters or the Galatian letter to gain a 
sense of just how difficult instructing and caring for the church had been for Paul. We are 
mistaken in believing that Paul was a finished product from the start, or that he understood 
everything perfectly from the Damascus Road forward. Paul, like us, walked with Christ, learned 
from Christ, and grew in Christ. He even compared his journey with Christ a “race” to be 
finished. He also repetitively employed the term “walk” in referring to the Christian life. 
Compare the early letter to the Galatians with his theological letter to the Romans and you will 
find Paul possessed a far more developed understanding of God, grace, and salvation in Jesus. 
He had to be a man of keen intellect, great moral character, and deep faith. It is easy to 
understand why God inspired this former Pharisee to write most of our New Testament. The 
second return of Jesus remains a mystery. The how, when, and where of his return are in God’s 
hands. We need mystery in faith. It keeps us on our knees seeking, always aware that God and 
the divine will are greater than our comprehension.  

Theological, historical, and experiential reflection upon I Thessalonians 1:2-10 

I Thessalonians 1:2 
The writings to the Thessalonians were letters. Paul’s epistles possessed a structure just as the 
letters we write. He opens with the salutation. Paul’s opening greeting reveals a deep affection 
for the church. Notice Paul’s use of the plural “we” in his opening. Paul rarely ministered alone. 
He customarily took fellow missionaries with him on his journeys. Furthermore, Paul remained 
connected to Christians wherever he happened to find himself. He reminds the church that he and 
other Christians remembered them in their prayers, regularly. Paul would never inform the 
Thessalonians of his prayers if he didn’t really pray for them. Sadly, our culture can use “I’m 
praying for you” as an expression of care, but without actually praying. Paul had a deep, 
disciplined prayer life. Prayer was not a convenient exercise when he found himself in difficulty, 
or a quick word of thanks when things were going well. Prayer was woven into the very fabric of 
Paul’s being. Living the faith and praying went hand in hand. Remember, it was Paul who 
reminded the early Christians to ‘pray without ceasing.” Certainly, there were most likely other 
legitimate motives for reminding them of his prayers. His hasty departure to avoid being arrested 
perhaps made some feel forgotten by Paul. He reminds them he did not! They are in his heart and 
his prayers.  

When we tell others we are praying for them, are we sincere, and do we follow through? Has our 
culture made such a statement a form of “goodbye” or “I will be thinking of you?” How can we 



integrate a disciplined prayer life into a routine day? What does “praying without ceasing” 
mean to you? 

I Thessalonians 1:3 
The great triad in Paul’s spiritual understanding of life includes faith, hope, and love. In I 
Corinthians 13 he poetically describes the beauty and importance of each and, their 
interconnectedness. They were never meant to be separated into three distinct entities. We can 
only separate them for purposes of discussion. These three are intertwined and interconnected. 
We can speak of body, soul, and spirit as distinct facets of human existence, yet, in reality they 
are inseparable. They make us the whole person we are. The same holds true for faith, hope, and 
love. They create one whole, integrated spiritual life. In the third verse of the text for our lesson 
Paul first mentions faith, but quickly establishes the all-important understanding that faith 
produces works, not vice versa. We cannot escape or deny the strong emphasis Paul places on 
grace. Our faith in the grace of God in Christ is the great motivator and producer of all our good 
works. When a person truly and deeply believes God has saved them through grace, that reality 
should prompt a gracious response. Our works are a response to our faith in God’s goodness, and 
his loving grace in Jesus Christ.  

My spouse and I have been married for 45 years. I frequently perform acts of kindness for her, 
and give gifts. However, I never do so to earn her love. I do so because I love her, and my love 
for her has much to do with the reality that she also loves me. We love God, but remember, God 
loved us first. (I John 4:19) Our response to God’s love is to love in return. Read Ephesians 2 for 
a beautiful description of the relationship between grace, love, and works.  

Next, Paul states that love is the great motivator for our works, as cited above. All true work for 
God and the Kingdom must be motivated by sincere love. There are many reasons that can 
prompt us to do good things. Perhaps I engage in good actions in order to gain something. 
Perhaps I do good to be liked. Perhaps I act in a good manner because I enjoy the reputation. The 
greater work for God and his kingdom is done for no other reason than our love for God because 
he has so loved us in Christ. Our faith is in a loving God.  

In closing the third verse Paul moves to hope. However, his emphasis is no longer on works 
alone, but on endurance. Hope is that spiritual reality in the triad that keeps us moving forward, 
persevering and overcoming difficulties. How are hope and endurance connected? First, we need 
to understand Paul’s understanding of hope. And, in order to understand hope we need to 
examine it in light of its two counterparts, faith and love. First, hope and faith, though closely 
linked, are not the same. Furthermore, hope is not mere wishful thinking that says, “I hope it 
works out.” The following helps me to understand the dynamic relationship between faith, hope, 
and love. Love is the attribute of all attributes in the nature of God in whom we believe. We 
believe God is loving, we believe God loves, and we believe God is love. The last phrase is 
profound in its own right. God loves because God is love. God’s love is the natural expression of 
who He is! Thus, we have faith in our loving God, especially as that love has been perfectly 



revealed in Jesus Christ. Since we have faith in God, who is love, we trust that God will always 
use his creation and each of us for his high, holy will. Our hope is that our loving God never 
wastes a single moment, or a single life, but works all things to the higher good. (Romans 8) 
Thus, we can persevere and endure because we have a confident faith in what our loving God is 
doing in the world and in and through us. This is the inseparable triad of faith, hope, and love. 
The Thessalonians can take heart that though Christ may linger in his return, they can have hope 
that all is well because all is in the hands of the loving God in whom they place their faith. 

What is your understanding of faith, hope, and love? Are they interconnected in your 
understanding? If so, how? Do we often confuse hope and faith as being the same? What 
distinction do you make between the two? Why do you think Paul uses this spiritual triad as the 
foundation all churches and Christians should follow? 

I Thessalonians 2:4  
In verse 4 we face the difficult and mysterious reality of “election.” We can easily become 
tempted to interpret statements by Paul as though he intended them only for the individual. 
However, most often Paul is addressing the entire church and the message is intended for all. For 
example, in the first chapter of Colossians, Paul prays that we would be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will. Many assume Paul is asking that each of us, as individuals, understand 
the will of God for “our life.” However, Paul is praying that “the entire church” will be filled 
with knowledge of God’s will. In other words, the church needs to understand God’s will for the 
entire church. Each church is located in a unique place, at a unique time, with unique gifts. The 
church must ask, “What is God calling us to do in in the world in which we find ourselves?” 
Then, as individuals who are members of that church, we are to understand how we fit into that 
great will for the church. If our church is intended and gifted to be a mission-oriented church, 
then as a member I need to understand what God intends for and expects from me as I work for 
that mission-focused church. I need to understand the gifts and graces with which God has 
endowed me and use them to help my church in its special calling in the world. The issue of 
election most often is related to the election of “the church.” God chooses various churches to 
engage in differing and various ministries to help bring the kingdom upon earth as it is in heaven. 
A church in Asia will most likely experience a call to ministry that is different from my church in 
South Georgia. And, vice versa. Paul is reminding the church at Thessalonica that God has 
elected them, in their unique place in the world, for their special ministry. The subject of 
“foreknowledge” is also a difficult subject when addressing the dynamic of election. God does 
know ahead of time what churches will serve best in certain contexts and situations to spread the 
gospel in their part of the world. Naturally, God also knows ahead of time the collective gifts of 
the church’s members for their special ministry. The Thessalonians have been waiting for the 
return of Jesus, and some have neglected their service asking, “What is God asking of us, and 
still asking of us?” “What can we do to minister to people in need and win people to Christ 
now?” Paul reminds them that they, like all churches, are chosen and precious to God. In other 
words, Paul is saying to the Thessalonians, “You are important, for you are elected to be the 



church God has called you to be!” They are not to neglect their ministry while waiting for the 
return of Jesus, or forget their precious calling. Questions as to whether or not God knows who 
will be Christians and who will not, and how God uses divine foreknowledge still exists and 
always will. This theological debate has existed for centuries and continues today. However, 
again we are seeking to understand God’s magnificent will, and yet our minds can only go so far 
in comprehending the mind of our creator. When we realize we have reached an impasse in our 
understanding, we bow and kneel before the wonder of God’s perfect will and we find peace in 
knowing all is indeed working for the good through God’s love. Our lesson does not ask us to 
solve this great mystery. We are, however, to realize Paul wants the Thessalonians to remember 
their important role in the world, for God has chosen them for that role. After all, God knows 
them and what they can accomplish for the kingdom. 

Do you feel as though your local church possesses a sense of election? What is its unique 
mission where it is located, in its time? What gifts and graces does your church have that reveal 
its calling in the community? How do these gifts and graces reveal God’s election of the church? 
Does your church help people discover God’s will for individual members as they participate in 
the entire church ministry? Do people know where they fit, and why? What problems can arise 
when a person tries to determine God’s will for them, apart from a relationship with a local 
church? Is our loving ministry in the church and in the world dependent upon solving the 
mysteries of election and foreknowledge? If not, then is it more productive to remain engaged in 
the ministry to which Jesus calls us, or attempting to solve the great mystery of election and 
foreknowledge?  

I Thessalonians 1:5a  
The Gentile world in which Paul is evangelizing highly values philosophy and wisdom. Many 
competing philosophies and expressions of religious thought exist in the Greek world. 
Thessalonica is exposed to most all of them. Many of the philosophies and religions rely on a 
particular pattern of logic and words to make the case for their philosophical and religious 
arguments. Paul never retreated in presenting the gospel orally, using oral arguments, and 
employing public proclamation. Paul used teaching and preaching to proclaim the truth of Christ. 
However, Paul reminds the church at Thessalonica that he used something else, something far 
different from philosophies and religions. He would even assert he didn’t use it; instead, it used 
him. Paul reminded the church that he came to them with an inner power, the power of the 
person of the Holy Spirit. The power of the Spirit was so potent that Paul’s words possessed the 
power to create “deep conviction.” People’s hearts were moved and stirred as the Holy Spirit 
empowered Paul’s preaching and teaching. It would have been evident to the people in 
Thessalonica that the Holy Spirit indwelled Paul and created a deep conviction in them. Again, 
Paul is reminding the church that they are important because they are chosen, and the Holy Spirit 
has affirmed that election through Paul’s preaching, teaching, and other works of the Spirit. 
Perhaps there were other signs and wonders occurring as Paul ministered among them. The text 
is silent on other powerful workings of the Spirit. Yet, the silence doesn’t mean they did not 



occur, for historically such signs and wonders accompanied the Spirit’s ministry through the 
apostles. However, since Paul is contrasting his ministry against those of philosophers and 
religious speakers of various sects who use oral logic, he is reminding the Thessalonians that “his 
words” had a divine power that touched and changed them.  

Have there been experiences in your church of “deep conviction?” What do you think that term 
means? What is the important role of the Holy Spirit in all ministry, and especially preaching 
and teaching? What distinguishes the Christian message today from various philosophies and 
other religious expressions? What makes Christianity ring true in our culture? Do we 
understand today the important role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the church and the individual 
Christian? How does the Holy Spirit’s ministry set us apart for other expressions of religious 
belief? 

I Thessalonians 1:5b  
Paul has appealed to the important calling upon the Thessalonian church. He has reminded them 
their important calling is evident because God has performed a powerful work among them 
through Paul’s ministry in the Holy Spirit. Paul now further confirms God’s use of him and Silas 
in their ministry to the Thessalonian church by stating, “Look how we lived among you.” A 
person can possess tremendous power to speak, or even perform miracles, but without righteous 
character their ministry will fail. Undergirding the entirety of Paul’s ministry is his obvious 
character. Paul never intentionally attempts to live in self-righteousness. That is a character flaw, 
not an expression of character. However, when necessary, Paul is unafraid to ask the church to 
examine his character and behavior among them. Paul knows who he is in Christ, he knows the 
man Christ has made of him, and he understands what God is asking of him. This knowledge 
empowers Paul and endows his ministry with tremendous credibility. What is the substance of 
Christian character? Jesus said those who would deny themselves, take up their cross and follow 
him are his disciples. True character denies all selfishness, and loves without reservation. 
Christian character will do the right thing even at great personal cost. True character thinks not 
of itself, but of the ultimate good of another. In such a manner Paul lived his life. Therefore, 
amid the confusion concerning the time of Christ’s return, the competing religions, and the 
persecution experienced by the Christians at Thessalonica, Paul was letting them know they 
could stand on his word and character, for they would not fail them, for the character within 
them is the expression of the Holy Spirit within, the very Spirit of Christ.  

Can you recall an experience when a ministry possessed a powerful presentation, but a lack of 
character caused its collapse? Why is our character paramount in sharing Jesus? How does 
Jesus call us to deny ourselves, take up our crosses and follow him? How do these words of 
Jesus give meaning to our own character? Does a local church have a corporate character of 
denial, taking up their cross, and following Jesus? If not, what does it say about its collective 
ministry?  



I Thessalonians 1:6  
Paul offers the Christians at Thessalonica a closing, powerful compliment. They too are 
beginning to demonstrate and live in such character. They too are willing to take up their cross 
and follow Jesus. Thus, Paul could say, “You became imitators of us and the Lord.” As the 
persecution began, and the Jewish leaders began to incarcerate all Christians, it would prove easy 
for the young Christians to abandon the faith. Allowing themselves to be arrested for a new faith 
that some greatly disliked and mistrusted was a dangerous risk. However, they assumed that risk, 
and did it with great joy, for they truly believed. Some suffered severely. Paul reminds them that 
only those filled with God’s Spirit could accept and embrace such suffering in joy, knowing God 
was using their suffering for his will. Again, they had hope, and thus endured. If the Holy Spirit 
can comfort them during this time of suffering, then they can trust the same Holy Spirit to grant 
them comfort and patience as they wait for the return of Christ, no matter how long they must 
wait, and even if they fail to understand its great mystery.  

Can you recall a moment of having to suffer for a righteous cause? Have you witnessed others 
engaged in such suffering? How did you endure? How do you think they endured? Was there a 
deep sense of joy in being able to suffer for God’s will? What role does hope play in your ability 
to suffer for Christ? 

The Summary: I Thessalonians 1: 7-10c 
The closing three verses really serve as the summary for the preceding text. These verses reveal 
where Paul was headed with all his observations and remarks. Like the closing to a good sermon 
that brings all the points to their logical, practical, and inspirational conclusion, Paul uses these 
closing verses to do just that. Few statements are more powerful in this section than Paul’s 
assertion, “Your faith in God has become known everywhere!” Again, Thessalonica stood at a 
commercial and religious crossroad where sea and land connected. From Thessalonica the gospel 
would move eastward into the heart of the Roman Empire, or westward into new nations that did 
not yet know Christ. Their witness of belief in a God of love and mercy, and their hope that all 
was well and would always be well gave Thessalonica a confident faith that was difficult to 
ignore. Their witness was confirmed and became a story to be shared as their faith never faltered 
during the time of persecution by the Jewish leaders. Paul and Silas escaped the persecution. 
However, the story of the Thessalonian’s faith also escaped the bounds of the city and was being 
shared in the larger world. Paul, Silas, and Timothy even stated they felt no need to boast or tell 
the story of what God was doing through Thessalonica. Their story had a life of its own through 
the Holy Spirit. Instead of becoming a church confused regarding the second coming of Christ, 
they became known as a church willing to leave the how, when and where of this culminating 
event in the hands of God. Instead of being known as a church attempting to pin down the 
coming of Jesus, they were a church who chose to tell the story: The Christ who is coming is the 
divine Christ who conquered death once and for all, and will reward all with eternal life. He was 
raised from the dead and saves us all from the coming wrath of judgment. Through the work of 
the Spirit through Paul they understood who they were, why they lived at that time in life, and 



what God had in store for them. All they had to do was have faith, love, and hope and allow 
these to empower them to live as examples for all to see and hear.  

Prayer 
How great are your mysteries O Lord, yet even greater is the love you have revealed to us in 
Jesus Christ our Lord through the work of your Holy Spirit. He is the savior of the world, the 
king of kings, and the returning Lord. At his presence every knee shall bow and every tongue 
confess that he is Lord. Increase our faith in your goodness, increase our love for you and all 
others, and grant us that blessed hope to trust you in every moment of life. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Faith That Is Focused 

Fall Quarter: Responding to God’s Grace  

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 17, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Peter I: 13-25  
Key Verse: I Peter 14-15 
As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do.  

Geographical and other background information for text 
The first letter of Peter is addressed to the “exiles” throughout northeastern Asia Minor, now 
called Turkey. The letter was probably written some 20-30 years after Paul’s first epistles. 
Peter’s letters and Paul’s epistles overlap around 60-65 A.D. The oral sayings of Jesus were 
almost certainly being shared, and within a few years the first gospel of Mark would appear. 
Some place a date on the writing of I Peter at around 60 A.D. Unlike Paul’s letters which were 
usually written to a specific church or focused upon a particular audience, the epistle of First 
Peter is what we call a “General Epistle.” Its message was intended for a large group of 
Christians from a larger geographical area. His audience included both Jewish and Gentile 
converts, but most likely a larger number of Gentiles comprised his audience. We begin to gain a 
sense of how rapidly the church was expanding within a time span of only 30 plus years. From 
its earliest beginnings in Jerusalem the body of Christ had now grown into Africa, Asia Minor, 
toward Rome, and was already beginning to expand westward. The early apostles found 
themselves at the crossroad of the known world and were prepared to take the gospel in every 
direction to every person.  



These large numbers of Christians did not just represent individual Christians, but also the great 
number of Christians who had gathered and formed churches and communities of faith. The 
early Christians were not just evangelizing, they were bringing new converts into the body of 
Christ for growth and discipleship. Though Christianity never sought conflict with the 
government representing the Roman Empire, the two struggled to coexist amid a growing 
tension. The Christians proclaimed a new King of Kings, not just over Rome, but over all 
creation. They unabashedly proclaimed their allegiance to Christ and his kingdom over all other 
kingdoms of the world. When most consider the persecution of the early church they do so in 
relation to the Roman emperors that challenged the church such as Domitian and Nero. However, 
the persecution of the church developed more slowly and in varied arenas of public life. Initially, 
persecution of the Christians arose from their Jewish kinsmen who saw the new faith as harmful 
to Judaism. Some Jewish Christians attempted to meld Judaism with Christianity but were not 
successful. Judaism was based on works-righteousness, and Christianity proclaimed grace. These 
two perspectives mixed like oil and water. Furthermore, the Christian belief that faithfulness and 
obedience to one law, “to love God with all one’s heart, soul, mind and strength and thy neighbor 
as thyself,” threatened the important role and status of the Pharisees and Sadducees. The 
religious leaders gained power and wealth through teaching and interpreting more than 612 
Mosaic Laws. Thus, the church moved away from its initial academic epicenter in Jerusalem and 
into the Gentile areas. The second wave of persecution began on a local level within towns and 
their city magistrates. The making and selling of idols was a major business in some towns and 
Christianity challenged the power of such idols, thus sales diminished. Some Christians were 
jailed for publically refusing to embrace the idolatry in particular town. The greatest persecution 
began as insecure, power-hungry Caesars were threatened by the proclamation of a new King 
and the growing rumblings of members dissatisfied with Christians permeating the empire. Even 
though Christians paid their taxes and were obedient to the state as far as their faith in Jesus 
allowed, Caesars like Nero were not giving a foothold to a new faith possessing the power to 
change the known world. Peter, like Paul, spent the latter years of his life in Rome and most 
likely died there. His general epistle could have been written from Rome. He addresses the 
growing persecution beginning to create great suffering for the body of Christ. Most likely the 
persecution addressed by Peter was that inflicted by Nero around 64 A.D.  

Doctrinal Issues Confronting Christians in the Roman Empire 
As persecution spread in the empire and inflicted greater suffering, the Christian community 
struggled to reconcile God’s love and promises with their personal and corporate suffering. The 
Jewish Christians were just emerging from a centuries-old belief in what was called “The 
Retribution Principle.” This principle, or doctrinal belief, can be stated simply: If a person is 
healthy, wealthy and blessed, God’s favor is upon them. And, God’s favor is upon them because 
they have been faithful to the Law. However, the inverse is true. If a person is sick, poor, and 
struggles in life, they are guilty of violating the Law, or their family is sinful. Read the account 
of the disciples asking Jesus about a man’s blindness. They ask, “Is he blind because of his sin, 
or the sin of his parents?” (John 9:2) In contrast, when the rich young ruler walked away sad 



when Jesus told him to sell all he had, the disciples ask, “Then who can be saved?” (Mark 10:17-
26) Few believed in the Retribution Principle more than Simon Peter. Now, we can understand 
why he was the first to recoil when Jesus spoke of suffering and dying on a cross. Good, moral 
people did not die like that! Only those without the favor of God died such a horrible, public 
death. It was only after Pentecost that Peter finally understands why Jesus died. It is Peter who 
descends from the upper room and offers a sermon in stark contrast to his old belief in the 
Retribution Principle. He preached, “This Jesus, whom you crucified, God hath made him Lord 
and Christ.” Peter was finally able to understand that suffering and redemption did not have to be 
opposites or irreconcilable. Redemption could actually come through suffering. This doctrinal 
change in Peter is important to understanding his writing in I Peter to suffering Christians. In 64 
A.D. Nero blamed a destructive fire in Rome on the Christians, and severe persecution was 
ignited.  

This lesson is asking the all-important question, “How do Christians understand the universal 
issue of suffering?” Should we even be involved in judging the sinfulness of another, or 
determining who has the favor of God? Since the Christian community possessed no military or 
army, what was their greatest threat to the powers they encountered?  

Theological, historical, and experiential reflection upon I Peter 1:13-25 

I Peter 1:13  
The opening conjunction “therefore,” implies that all written prior to verse 13 has been leading 
to this point. Peter acknowledges that the Christian church is suffering, though he informs them 
it will be a brief time of persecution. The term “brief” is subjective, and what is brief to one is 
not always brief to another. Peter also does not address the severity of the persecution. Even a 
brief period of persecution can create severe pain and hardship. Yet, he is not offering the false 
promise that persecution is an easy experience, void of pain, or that Christians are insulated from 
such suffering. Peter reminds them they stand on a spiritual foundation as members of the body 
of Christ. This foundation is of eternal substance and indestructible. This certain foundation is 
the eternal salvation given to us through Jesus Christ. It is eternal and therefore incorruptible. It 
is untouchable by decay. Gold and silver, the most precious commodities in their world, are 
subject to decay. However, the salvation given through Christ is not subject to this world. It 
stands above and beyond the world. Thus, Peter asserts that this salvation is “kept in heaven for 
us.” This use of language is Peter’s manner of reminding us that human hands cannot touch it, 
take it, or destroy it. No expression of suffering can take away or remove the salvation that is 
ours through Jesus Christ the Lord. For we were bought with the precious blood of Christ and 
belong to God’s indestructible kingdom. Therefore, the Christian is to keep their mind 
uncluttered, free from distraction, and alert. It is helpful to recall the story of Peter trying to walk 
on water to Jesus. He actually walks on the lake until he looks at the waves and storm about him. 
The Christian must keep their mind, focus, and affection upon Christ himself, for if we consider 
the suffering we experience, and question why it is inflicting us and not those less deserving, and 
even more so question God’s goodness in allowing us to find ourselves in the storm, we lose 



spiritual focus and stumble. The prophets who preceded the early church suffered to deliver to us 
the truth of the new covenant in Christ. Likewise, God can use our suffering not just for 
ourselves and the refinement of our own faith. We, like the former prophets, can, through our 
suffering, become the instruments that bless all Christians who come after us with strength and 
courage as they too experience suffering. We live as witnesses not just for the Christians in our 
present time, but for all Christians who will follow. Again, our hope is not on what we see now, 
but rather on what God is going to do in his divine future through us, and on the fullness of 
salvation that will be revealed at the coming of Christ. 

I Peter 1:14-16 
In two of the earlier lessons in this unit, we read of Israel’s temptation to “reimagine” their past 
in Egypt. While in Egypt they suffered horribly. Yet, as they suffered on their journey toward 
God’s promise they began to believe life was actually better in Egypt. Yesterday always looks 
better because we have already endured it, and now it doesn’t seem so painful. When we struggle 
for Christ, it is tempting for some to say, “Life was far easier prior to my following Christ.” 
However, it wasn’t. Life was void of meaning, purpose, and hope, and we were not a member of 
the loving community of Jesus.  

Today we belong to a different world and a different kingdom offering a far different life. Then 
how should we live in times of persecution and suffering as members of the body of Christ? 
Peter writes, “But just as he who calls you is holy, so be holy in all you do.” Holiness involves 
two major dynamics. Holiness implies perfect moral purity. And it implies being set apart from 
the world, representing that which is noble, good, pure, and moral. Personal holiness is to live 
with hearts of moral purity. And, it calls us to a lifestyle that is always pointing toward the 
highest ideals and expression of God’s eternal life, especially in times of adversity. More simply 
stated for our lesson, to be holy is to embody the life of God within our hearts. It is to allow the 
presence of the Holy Spirit to teach, guide and empower us to live the highest morality possible. 
Consequently, this inner moral life is seen, witnessed, and noticeable to the world about us. It is 
a different life that draws the longing heart to God. What is the nature of this highest inner 
morality? It was stated in Deut. 6:4 and illuminated by Jesus when he quoted the “law of laws.” 
Our morality is based upon “Loving the Lord our God, with all our heart, soul, mind and 
strength, and our neighbor as ourselves.” Jesus proclaimed that he did not come to abolish that 
law, but to fulfill it in the deepest sense of the word. In the midst of suffering, Peter would desire 
that we live in, and express holy love. We do not fight, we do become bitter, and we do not give 
in to anger: we love! It is not our fighting against the unchangeable that touches the world, it is 
our ability to accept the unchangeable in love, believing God is accomplishing some great work 
for his kingdom that we may not yet see. The book “Early Christian Martyrs” records the 
following account: 

“There are hundreds – thousands – of other martyrs from these years who endured the 
most terrible pain. But the strange thing is, the stories that come down to us about their 
deaths, even those few stories recorded by the Romans who killed them, tell us that most 



of these women, men, and children who were killed for their faith died with peaceful 
hearts, sometimes even singing hymns as they were burned or dragged by animals in 
front of the cheering crowds. Their friendship with God was very, very deep.” 

This was a moment when Christians were filled with holy love, and their life pointed upward to 
the high calling in Christ, and they changed their world.  

I Peter 1:17 
Peter uses the paternal title “father” in referring to God. His choice of the title reveals he had 
listened to Jesus and the manner in which Jesus addressed God. Naturally, we do not believe God 
can be defined or limited by gender. However, we do get a sense here that Peter had listened 
when Jesus taught them to pray, “Our father, who art in heaven . . .” One of the most surprising 
terms used by Peter to describe God is the adverb “impartially.” No disciple tried with greater 
enthusiasm to stand out to Jesus than Peter. He was impulsive and made promises he could never 
keep. Remember, Peter, not the others, attempted to walk on water. He repeatedly claimed he 
would refuse to let Jesus die on a cross and yet ran away; and, in Gethsemane sliced off the 
soldier’s ear. Now, we hear his maturity in walking with Christ as he humbly admits God judges 
us all equally. No one stands out above another, not even Peter himself. We all stand on equal 
ground at the foot of the cross. Peter reminds his listeners that Christians are indeed foreigners in 
the world. Suffering is a part of this world, but our strength comes from another. Paul expressed 
the Christian response to this world powerfully in II Cor. 10:3, “For though we live in the world 
we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the 
world.” The world recognizes this higher morality in the church and its members. The world can 
envision what is possible only when it recognizes the Kingdom of God alive in God’s holy 
people. Yes, we live in the world, but our moral life stands above the chaos and destruction, 
revealing a new, transformed existence through Christ. This lifestyle is the “reverent fear” of 
which Peter speaks. Peter calls the church, suffering in the world, to holy living, which is holy 
loving.  

I Peter 1:18-19  
The early Jewish Christians still revered their ancestry and the symbols that been passed through 
the years, such as the temple. These were symbolic of the coming Messiah. Therefore, Peter 
must have been addressing his Gentile readers. The Gentiles possessed a history of Greek and 
Roman gods, philosophies and other religious thought, perhaps from the east. Few meaningful 
consistent symbols were passed from generation to generation, all pointing to a great god. There 
existed a strong disconnect between the Roman and Greek gods and the people. The idols of the 
Gentile world had little real interaction with humankind. In Greek mythology we find the 
enlightening words concerning the Greek gods, “You cannot know how frightened gods are of 
pain, there is nothing more foreign to them.” Contrast the disconnected Greek gods with the 
Christ dying for the sins of the world and one can gain a sense of just how empty the religion of 
the Greeks had left them. Even the commodities that were highly valued in the near eastern 
world, such as gold and silver, were worthless in purchasing life abundant and eternal. A man, 



woman, or child could suffer with a pocket of riches and die hopeless. However, Peter reminds 
them that Jesus Christ had entered human history, and though utterly innocent of any sin or 
wrongdoing, had shed his blood for the redemption of all humanity. Though holy, Jesus could be 
known, experienced, and followed. The Roman and Greek idols offered nothing other than 
meaningless existence. Jesus offered real life, a life of substance and meaning made possible 
through the giving of his precious life. The gift of Jesus himself was far more precious than 
silver and gold.  

I Peter 1:20-21  
Now, Peter reminds us again that not only was the gift of Jesus precious, it was “eternal.” When 
a biblical author refers to a term or word repeatedly it is for reasons of emphasis. Peter wants us 
to clearly understand that we are anchored in the eternal. In order to emphasize the eternal nature 
of the church and our salvation Peter journeys back to the preexistent Lord, setting in motion 
what was to come. God’s desire to love and redeem the world has existed from the beginning. It 
has been revealed in creation, and humanity has experienced expressions of this truth from the 
beginning of time as we know it. But at the perfect, appropriate moment, the fullness of God’s 
love and redemption were revealed and embodied in Jesus Christ. Paul wrote in the Galatian 
letter, “In the fullness of time, God sent forth his son, born of a woman.” (Galatians 4:4-50) The 
gift of Jesus has made it possible for us to believe in the one true God, loving and merciful. His 
life, death and resurrection prove to the world his eternal nature, and that Jesus is the eternal 
fulfillment of God’s desire from the beginning. To have faith in Christ is to also have faith in 
God’s eternal will, a will to redeem all humankind. This is the blessed hope of every Christian, 
for it is eternal truth. 

The summary as stated in I Peter 1:22-25  
Peter draws this great chapter to conclusion by again reminding us that the one great truth that 
empowers us to withstand persecution and suffering, or any struggle in life, is our love for God, 
and for one another. When John Wesley spoke of being holy he often used the expression that 
God wants us to be “perfect in love.” Christians are on a journey of learning how to perfectly 
love. As expressed in Jesus, perfect love is selfless, sacrificial, courageous, and again, noticeable. 
This love may not deliver us from persecution or adversity in this life. The love of Christ 
empowers one to live above the worst of suffering, for again, our power to endure is not from 
this world. The greatest witness of rising above the worst of pain and suffering through love was 
Jesus on the cross. Love granted him the power to look upon those causing his pain and pray, 
“Father forgive them, they know not what they do.” In that moment Jesus was “in the world” 
suffering, but “not of the world” in his loving response. Was his love memorable? It is recorded 
and read during the Seven Last Words of Jesus during Lent and Holy Week. Furthermore, a 
young man named Stephen was persecuted by Saul, later to become the apostle Paul. Paul held 
the cloaks of those stoning Steven to death and he heard the same expression of love from 
Stephen that had been spoken by Jesus on the cross, “Lay not this sin against them.” Those 
words and that loving act in the face of suffering deeply touched Paul, and a few days later he 



met Jesus on the Damascus Road. We know the remainder of that beautiful story. Peter closes 
this rich chapter of his letter by once again reminding us that we were born again through the 
eternal, precious blood of Christ. Since he is eternal, his word is eternal. And it is this eternal 
word and the Holy Spirit that empowers us to be holy and loving. Peter reminds us that one day 
our bodies will perish. Even the most beautiful facets of our existence will pass. However, we do 
not belong to this world. We are citizens of the eternal kingdom that endures forever. Peter 
encourages the church to endure the present persecution and suffering, for all things of this world 
pass. Within each of us is eternal life, given to us through the precious gift of Jesus Christ. No 
persecution or suffering will ever conquer that which is within the Christian! 

Prayer  
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace, where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is 
injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith. It is in giving that we receive, and it’s in pardoning 
that we are pardoned. And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. In Jesus’ name, Amen 
(Excerpts from the Prayer of St. Francis) 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

The number one reason Methodism doesn’t grow 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley believed those Methodist Societies which did not grow had neglected the main 
reason for their existence which was to spread scriptural holiness throughout the land. He 
believed that God raised up the Methodist Movement in order to proclaim God’s desire to make 
believers Christlike in perfect love.  

“Are you going on to perfection? Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life?” John 
never claimed to be sanctified (perfect in love), but he believed it was possible and that we 
should strive after it, realizing perfection is not something we accomplish, but that it is given by 
God. He urged everyone to use the means of grace: prayer, Bible study, holy communion, 
worship, etc. in order that God, in His grace, may shape us into the image of Christ during our 
lifetime. 

Is your church calling people to Christian perfection? 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2019 



 
11/01 – Sam Collins: PO Box 191; Dexter, GA 31019 
11/01 – Thomas Maddox: 137 Norfolk Pine Lane; Napes, FL 34114 
11/03 – Loretta Dunbar: 7552 Edgewater Dr.; Columbus, GA 31904 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/04 – W.R. Edwards, Jr.: 385 Ashton Dr.; Athens, GA 30606 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: 400 Hill Manning Rd.; Cochran, GA 31014 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: 5677 Hwy. 91 S; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James E. Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 123 Lundy Court; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – Randy Mosley: 915 Brushy Creek Church Rd.; Sparks, GA 31647 
11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 69 Coldwater Lane; Hendersonville, NC 28739 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: #1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 1881 SS Railroad Bed Rd., Apt. 701; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/25 – Rex Odom: 4062 Vineville Ave.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

Scripture Readings – Nov. 5 

Nov. 10 
Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9 
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 (UMH 857) 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
Luke 20:27-38 

Nov. 17 
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
Isaiah 12 or Psalm 118 (UMH 839) 



2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 

Nov. 24 
Reign of Christ/Christ the King Sunday 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Luke 1:68-79 or Psalm 46 (UMH 208) 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

 

College president announces plans to retire 

LaGrange College President Dan McAlexander has announced his intention to retire next year, 
after completing 11 years of service with the institution. 

“We are closing out a very successful strategic plan and a very fruitful fundraising and building 
program, highlighted by the new Hudson Lab Sciences Building,” McAlexander said. “As the 
college approaches its 200th birthday and I will celebrate my 67th, I have decided to make way 
for a new leader who will prepare the institution to enter its third century. 

“Celeste and I count it an honor to have served at this wonderful place during a period of strong 
growth. We are indebted to our faculty and staff for their hard work and commitment, and to the 
institution’s many volunteers, alumni and friends for their generosity and support.” 

Bobby Carmichael, Chair of the Board of Trustees, expressed his appreciation for 
McAlexander’s years of leadership. 

“I am thankful that President McAlexander came our way more than 10 years ago,” Carmichael 
said. “He and first lady Celeste Myall have worked tirelessly to take LaGrange College to the 
next level, and we couldn’t be more grateful for their selfless service.” 

Among the projects accomplished during their time on campus, he cited travel vouchers for 
students to enjoy study abroad experiences, the growth of undergraduate research, creation of the 
Wilkinson Family Servant Scholars Program and LIFT (Leaders Inspired for Tomorrow), the 
launch of online classes and the 3D Journeys program and the establishment of new academic 
programs like Exercise Science, Animation, Musical Theatre and Digital Creative Media and 
Film, along with master’s degrees in Strength and Conditioning and Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling. 

Physical plant improvements under McAlexander’s tenure include the renovation of Lamar Dodd 
Art Center, Price Theater and Callaway Science Building; the purchase and renovation of West 
Side; the addition of the Broad Street Apartments; and the construction of Hudson Lab Sciences 
Building—all accomplished largely due to the successful completion of a $70 million-plus 
fundraising effort. 



Also active in the community, McAlexander helped launch the local Racial Trustbuilding 
Initiative and has served on the board of the Troup County Strategic Planning Council and as 
president of the LaGrange Rotary Club. 

Looking ahead, Carmichael said that a committee representative of all campus constituencies 
will be quickly formed to begin the search for a successor. A date for the transition has not been 
set. 

“We will find the right person to lead LaGrange College into the future,” he said. “In the 
meantime, please join me in expressing your appreciation to Dan and Celeste as they, and we, 
prepare for this transition.” 

Georgia’s oldest private institution of higher learning, LaGrange College is consistently ranked 
among the South’s top colleges by U.S. News & World Report. A four-year liberal arts and 
sciences college affiliated with the United Methodist Church, LaGrange offers more than 70 
areas of study with an emphasis on global engagement and service. 

 

Magnolia Manor purchases Woodlands Health And Rehabilitation 

Magnolia Manor is pleased to announce the purchase of Woodlands Health and Rehabilitation, a 
169 bed skilled nursing facility located in Midway, Liberty County, Georgia. Ownership 
transferred on Tuesday, Sept. 10. With a name change to Magnolia Manor of Midway, the 
facility is now part of the Magnolia Manor family, a growing network of nine senior living 
communities located across South Georgia.  

Facility Administrator Amro Amer transitioned with Magnolia Manor and will work with senior 
staff to lead the campus through the transition.  

According to Magnolia Manor President and CEO, Mark R. Todd, the organization has already 
launched a three-year plan to upgrade the building and grounds, as well as make changes to the 
program of care. This multi-million dollar project will include improvements to just about every 
aspect of the facility and its operations.  

“We are excited about bringing our faith-based culture of excellence to the Midway campus,” 
said Todd. “Magnolia Manor has extensive training available to staff who are new to our 
organization. We look forward to sharing our culture with residents, their families, and our staff. 
More importantly, we hope people notice how those values make a difference in the way we 
serve.” 

Senior VP for Communications Steve Vinson said, “Our primary focus is on caring for people, 
not making a profit. As a United Methodist minister, I especially appreciate the fact that our 
organizational culture is based on a Servant Leadership model with its roots in the Christian 
faith. That means we care for our residents, our staff and our property because we are called to 
be good stewards of all that we have. Being a good steward also means we manage our financial 



affairs. We strive to strike a balance between resident needs and the sustainability of our 
ministry. I think the community will appreciate our approach.” 

Headquartered in Americus, Georgia, Magnolia Manor is a faith-based, tax-exempt, not-for-
profit organization affiliated by covenant with the South Georgia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. Magnolia Manor was established in 1959 and serves more than 1,300 senior 
adults daily throughout South Georgia. Services at our nine locations are open to all persons, 
regardless of denominational affiliation. We provide various levels of care including 
Independent Living, Catered Care, Personal Care, Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing, and 
specialized Memory Care. Campuses are located in Americus, Buena Vista, Columbus, Macon, 
Moultrie, Richmond Hill, St. Marys, St. Simons and now Midway. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/05/2019 edition 

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 10 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 
to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  

Lay Speaking Class (Advanced), Waycross – Nov. 15-16 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining 

UMVIM Team Leader Training – Nov. 16 
Have you been on a mission journey and would you like to take others to a destination to serve? 
Have you led teams before and are you interested in sharing your experiences in other local 
churches to help them engage in mission opportunities both home and abroad by training team 
leaders? This training is designed for all who are interested in learning more about leadership 
and opportunities in missions. The UMVIM Team Leader Training will be held Saturday, Nov. 
16 from 9:30 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. The cost is $10 per 
person, which includes materials and lunch. Register here. If your church would be interested in 
hosting an UMVIM training or for additional information, contact Dr. Gene Barber 
at hbarber781@bellsouth.net.  



SEJ Clergywomen’s Retreat – Nov. 18-21 
Calling all SEJ Clergywomen! Register now for Uncharted: Adventuring the Wilderness with 
God, Nov. 18-21, 2019, in Jacksonville, Fla. Registration: $225; At-the-Door: $250. More 
information and registration: www.unchartedconference2019.com/ 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 22-24 
Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 
ENCOUNTER God, and each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, 
relevant Bible study and a meaningful time with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island. Click here for more information. Online registration is now OPEN. Click here 
for group registration. 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 24 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and ten percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry  (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or click here for more 
information and promotional materials. 


