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Donalsonville group repairs roofs, restores hope 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

When Hurricane Michael tore through southwest Georgia last year, high winds and falling trees 
destroyed homes and damaged roofs. More than a year later, blue tarps still dot the landscape, 
covering hundreds of homes still in need of repair. 

Lisa Minto’s two roofs were among those hit.  

Her restaurant, Mintos Sports Bar & Grill, which she and her husband had just opened three 
months prior, lost its roof. The roof on her home was damaged and water leaked in every time it 
rained.  

With no homeowner’s insurance and their savings used to repair the restaurant’s roof, the Mintos 
had nothing left to fix their home.  

“We had to replace tarp after tarp to keep the rain from pouring in the house,” Minto said.  

They applied for aid through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), but never 
received assistance.  

She felt stuck. 

Today, though, she gives thanks to God for His provision through the Blue Tarp Project of 
Seminole County, a non-profit organization that assists non-insured homeowners with needed 
roof repairs. Its goal is to remove every blue tarp from Seminole County, says Rev. Nate 
Lehman, who helped found the group. 

“One roof at a time, we’re going to repair them,” said Rev. Lehman, pastor of Friendship United 
Methodist Church in Donalsonville. “We’re only at the tip of the iceberg. There are hundreds of 
roofs out there that still have tarps on them.” 

A long-term recovery group founded by area churches and community leaders, the Blue Tarp 
Project of Seminole County is funded by donations. It operates in partnership with the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), which is working in southwest Georgia to coordinate 
long term recovery efforts for those impacted by Hurricane Michael. While the Blue Tarp Project 
focuses on roofs, UMCOR focuses on repairing and restoring the interior of homes, said case 
manager Josh McElyea. 

Most roofs the Blue Tarp Project repairs cost anywhere from $6,000 to $10,000 to replace, and 
homeowners are responsible for a portion of the cost. Minto and her husband, Glenn, paid for 
about 30 percent of the cost of their repairs.  

“It meant everything for the Blue Tarp Project to help,” Minto said. “What we paid was nowhere 
near what it would have cost. We received several quotes and would look at them and think there 
was no way we could afford them.” 



While the Blue Tarp Project is helping provide tangible relief, it’s also giving hope and 
encouragement to people who have lost much, said case manager Billy Williams. 

“Some of these people have just accepted the way they’re living,” said Williams, who vets 
applicants and coordinates aid for the Blue Tarp Project from his office at Friendship UMC. 
“Their houses leak every time it rains. It’s hard to fathom that more than a year after a hurricane 
you’ve got this much damage left.” 

Williams, a local pharmacist, volunteers his time to the Blue Tarp Project and works tirelessly to 
advocate on behalf of homeowners. In the two months he’s been involved, 10 roofs have been 
repaired. There’s probably about 150 more left to fix, he said. 

“There are still a lot of needs down here.”  

As attentive as Williams is to the homeowner’s physical needs, he’s even more in tune to what’s 
going on with their spirit. He listens to their stories, meets needs, helps when and how he can, 
and lets God do the rest. 

“It really comes back to the simple idea of building relationships with people, one on one, just 
like our Lord Jesus did. That’s what’s going to meet the needs of the people.” 

Every time Minto leaves her house she stops and looks at their new roof. 

“It’s just a huge, huge, huge blessing. I believe that the Lord put us together,” she said of the 
Blue Tarp Project. “He answered a prayer and put us together. I’m forever grateful to those 
folks.” 

If you have a story of how God is using your local congregation to transform the community, 
please contact kara@sgaumc.com. The South Georgia Conference Communications team wants 
to tell your story. 

 

 

Student athlete lives faith on and off the court 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

If you look closely at Madie Bunge’s wrist you’ll likely see “P4:13.” 

A reminder that she can do all things through Christ who strengthens her, Bunge, a senior 
defensive specialist on the College of Coastal Georgia’s Mariners volleyball team, writes the 
verse on the inside of her wrist before each volleyball game.  

It’s just one of the ways Bunge lives out her faith when she’s on the volleyball court.  

She also prays for her teammates; invites them to worship services; and brings a positive, 
encouraging spirit to the team.  



But she doesn’t leave her faith at the gym. Bunge lives out her faith off the court, too, leading 
Bible studies, organizing events for foster children, and worshiping in her local United Methodist 
congregation. 

“She makes Jesus not just an aspect of her life, but He is in her life fully,” said Jacy Robertson, 
Director of the College of Coastal Georgia’s Wesley Foundation. 

A native Texan, Bunge left everyone and everything she knew to attend college and play 
volleyball 1,100 miles from home. It was through this separation, though, that her faith deepened 
and grew. 

“I really felt God calling me away from Texas, which was the complete opposite of what I 
wanted to do,” she said. “I really started getting close to God and my relationship (with Him) 
grew a lot.” 

Raised in church, she was baptized while attending youth camp at South Padre Island, Texas, but 
Bunge felt that, for her faith to mature, she had to leave her comfort zone. 

“My comfort was my home, my friends, my family, and my two horses,” she said. “Everything I 
had known was separated from me, so I think that sparked things. God was the only constant 
thing at that point. That’s when my faith really grew.” 

Bunge began attending The Landing, the Wesley Foundation’s weekly gathering and worship 
service, after a friend invited her. Last semester she joined the ministry’s leadership team and 
this semester was the first student to lead Bible study during the team’s weekly discipleship 
group meeting. 

“When the opportunity arises to lead, she takes them without hesitation,” Robertson said. “I’m 
really proud of how she’s balanced our leadership team as well as being a leader on the 
volleyball team. She’s really an incredible leader.” 

Her teammates look up to her, too, and selected her as volleyball team captain. As captain, she 
advocates for her teammates, is a voice of encouragement and inspiration, and sets an example 
for others to follow. 

“Madie has always lived her life very faithfully,” said Leah Mihm, head coach of the College of 
Coastal Georgia’s women’s volleyball team, who noted that Bunge also started a Bible study on 
campus and is active in the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. “Madie leads by example and is 
always the hardest working athlete in the gym. As I said to her on senior day, she is a quality 
person and that is shown through her faith and commitment to excellence, but also through her 
kind and generous heart.”  

Now that her volleyball season has ended, Bunge, who has played since the sixth grade, faces 
another tough separation. She’s had a whirlwind of emotions lately, she says, but remembers the 
verse on her wrist.  



In August she will begin serving a nine-month internship with the Coastal Georgia’s Wesley 
Foundation. Even though she misses Texas and her family and friends, she looks forward to how 
God will use her and grow her. 

“I’m excited to see what God is going to do and how He’s going to use me,” she said. “I’m 
waiting to see where the Lord takes me, because every time I have something planned it changes, 
so I’m waiting to see where He wants me, where He leads me.” 

Robertson is thankful that the Wesley Foundation gives students like Bunge the opportunity and 
safe space to ask questions, find their identity in Christ, and challenge themselves as leaders.  

“We have a really sweet spot to impact this generation that will be leading our churches, to help 
them find out that it is Jesus who will satisfy them,” she said. “Madie is an awesome example of 
that, someone who is in the world – in the volleyball and sports world – but not of the world. 
She’s truly shining Jesus in that and also seeing the world as bigger than just herself and 
volleyball and how she can use where she is to shine God’s light.” 

If you have a story of how God is using your local congregation to transform the community, 
please contact kara@sgaumc.com. The South Georgia Conference Communications team wants 
to tell your story. 

 

Bishop Bryan and Task Force give General Conference update 

During the 2019 Annual Conference session, Bishop Bryan shared that the Leadership Forum 
Task Force would continue to meet throughout this year to provide updates to the Conference 
concerning the conversations going on in The United Methodist Church as preparations are made 
for General Conference 2020 in May.  

One possibility mentioned was a conference-wide gathering in November. To be good stewards 
of everyone’s time, Bishop Bryan and the Task Force have decided to release their update report 
in the form of a two-part video: Part 1 | Part 2.  

Last week, during the Leadership Forum’s fall meeting, the Task Force shared these videos with 
the full membership of the Leadership Forum. As the Task Force continues to meet, they will 
discern if a live stream event or an in-person, conference-wide meeting is warranted. At this 
point, the videos will serve to outline the work of the Task Force in considering all that is before 
the Conference. 

“I hope that you will find these videos to be helpful as we stay calm, stay connected, and stay 
Alive Together in Witness,” Bishop Bryan said. “I am thankful to you for watching them and 
thankful to the Leadership Forum and the Task Force for helping us navigate the days and 
months ahead as we look towards General Conference 2020.”  

General Conference Update (Nov. 2019) - Part 1 | Read transcript 

General Conference Update (Nov. 2019) - Part 2 | Read transcript 



 

Practice radical generosity on #GivingTuesday, Dec. 3 

#GivingTuesday harnesses the generosity of millions of people around the world to support the 
causes they believe in and the communities in which they live. We believe the movement will 
become the first global day of giving and a year-round platform for strengthening civil 
society.  We invite you to select an organized affiliated with the South Georgia Conference of 
The United Methodist Church. This year, Giving Tuesday is on December 3. Click on a link 
below to give directly to an organization.  
 
Some of the United Methodist organizations accepting donations this Giving 
Tuesday and Georgia Gives Day are: 

Andrew College 
Epworth By The Sea 
Good News Television Ministry 
Magnolia Manor 
Open Door Community House 
The Methodist Home for Children and Youth 
Vashti Center 
Wesleyan College 
Wesley Community Centers 
Wesley Glen 
 
 
 
A season of giving thanks 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from 
God. (Ephesians 2:8, NLT)  

The season of Thanksgiving is here. As we pause our preparations for Christmas to consider 
giving thanks, let us include giving thanks to God for all that he has given us. My favorite 
passage of scripture for Thanksgiving is Psalm 145. This psalm is a list of many of the reasons 
we have to give thanks to God.  

Some of the reasons the psalm offers to give thanks to God include the attitude of the Lord God 
Almighty toward humanity. Verses 8 and 9 tell us that the Lord is merciful and compassionate, 
slow to anger and filled with love. The Lord is good to everyone. What more could we ask for 
from the Lord than mercy, compassion, patience, love, and goodness? How can we, sinful as we 
are, expect such treatment from a God who is nothing by holy?  



Verse 13 tells us that the everlasting Lord always keeps his promises. Later verses tell us that the 
Lord helps the fallen, satisfies hunger and thirst, and does everything with kindness. The Lord 
responds to all who call on him in truth, hears our cries for help, and rescues us. The Lord 
protects all who love him. Verse 17a tells us that “The Lord is righteous in everything he 
does…” Why would a righteous Lord believe that keeping promises to a people who, all too 
often, fail to keep their promises is important?  

As we read Psalm 145, we find all these reasons for praising the God who treats us in this 
manner. As I read this psalm, the question of why keeps coming to mind. Why would the Lord 
treat me in this manner? What have I done to deserve this kindness and compassion? The answer 
is nothing. I’ve done nothing to deserve such treatment. But God, in his righteousness, promised 
to treat me so. When I wonder why, the best response can be found in the words of Paul. “…it is 
a gift from God.” For that gift, I am eternally grateful and will spend my days giving thanks, 
turning the entire year into a season of giving thanks.  

As we pause our preparations for the holidays to consider giving thanks for all we have, let us 
give thanks to God for all that he gives to us. 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her 
at nitac@sgaumc.com. 

 

 

Two local church grant opportunities: Peace with Justice and Ethnic Local 
Concerns 

The Office of Connectional Ministries has two grant opportunities for local churches:   
 
The Peace with Justice Grant provides seed money for any local church, district, conference, or 
agency that has a desire to work and support mercy and justice efforts and who seeks to offer 
peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of God. 
Examples include developing disciples who strive to end poverty, being graceful to those at the 
margins, connecting with people who are different from us, and magnifying God's presence in 
the world. We are now offering the Peace with Justice grant for these groups that are interested 
in seeking peaceful solutions through Christian discipleship and living out the love and grace of 
God. More information 
 
The Ethnic Local Church Concerns (ELCC) Grant provides seed money for local church 
ministries that have a desire to enhance disciple-making efforts through leadership training, 
small groups, worship, or developing disciple-making systems inside the church walls as well as 
in the community. Priority will be given to new programs or ministries that focus on making 
disciples of Jesus Christ who will transform the world. Download application 
 



For more information about these grants or for applications, please contact Earnestine Campbell 
at earnestine@sgaumc.com or visit www.sgaumc.org/advocacy. 

 

Faith That Escapes Corruption 

Fall Quarter: Responding to God’s Grace  

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 24, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: 2 Peter 1 
Key Verse: 2 Peter 1:4 

Key Verse: “He has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature, having escaped corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.”  

Aim and goal of the lesson 
To be reminded of how precious is our faith, and what the holy gospel meant to those, like Peter, 
who have ensured that we received it, pure, precious, and powerful. 

Historical, Geographical, Theological, and Experiential Background for 2 Peter 1 
In Second Timothy Paul offers young Timothy a wise and tender goodbye. He is preparing to 
leave the one thing he loved above all others into the trust of Timothy and the other disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Simon Peter offers the same, but rather than address a single individual, Simon’s 
goodbye is addressed to the entire church throughout the Roman Empire. Peter is keenly aware 
he is facing the final days of his life. Jesus foretold the nearness and manner of Simon’s 
departure from this life. Peter writes in 2 Peter 1:13-14, “I think it is right to refresh your 
memory as long as I live in the tent of this body because I know that I will soon put it aside, as 
our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.” In 2 Timothy, Paul sounds resigned to his approaching 
death, but his words teem with confidence for he truly believes in his own destiny and that he is 
leaving the body of Christ in good hands. After all, Paul understood it wasn’t his church, it was 
Jesus’ church, and, he had witnessed God saving and sustaining his church repeatedly. Yet 
Peter’s letter doesn’t resound with confidence similar to that in Paul’s epistle. Yes, he believes 
just as strongly in the eternal nature of the church as Paul, and Peter also understands the church 
is in God’s merciful protective hands. However, Simon sounds more like a worried dad, 
passionately wanting to ensure that his children, his fellow Christians in the church, understand 
the events currently happening about them, that they remain astutely aware of the events that are 
going to unfold in the approaching days, and especially that the church comprehends the 
important truth and wisdom he himself had taught them. In other words, he is the loving parent 
offering that final word of instruction before he departs from this life. He writes in verse 15, 



“And I will make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember 
these things.” This second letter of Peter is brief, consisting of only three chapters. However, 
they are rich in emotion and spiritual truth. And, his writing is somewhat repetitive, like a parent 
who is so concerned for their child they repeat themselves hoping the words are “going to stick” 
and be forever remembered.  

Some scholars note that Peter’s first letter was written with greater linguistic polish and a more 
diverse vocabulary. 2 Peter is believed to be rougher, as if written by a man with less education 
and writing skill. Some scholars note this difference to theorize that Peter did not write both 
letters. However, their observations regarding the contrasts of the two letters only strengthens my 
belief that he most likely wrote both. It is obvious that his friend in the faith, Silas, helped him 
write the first epistle. Many authors used amanuenses (secretaries), especially when they were 
not adequately familiar with the languages of their readers. Silas was more knowledgeable of 
Aramaic and Greek and could write to both in great style and content. Remember, Peter was a 
common, uneducated Galilean fisherman who had become an uncommon apostle of Jesus Christ. 
This second letter possesses the characteristics of a vocational fisherman who spoke native 
Aramaic, but would have struggled with Greek. This letter reads as Peter would have written it 
without assistance. Second Peter consists of little eloquence and doesn’t demonstrate a diverse 
use of Greek. This is the epistle of an elderly man, an elder disciple in the faith, and a lover of 
the church of Jesus Christ. It is the letter of a faithful disciple contemplating his death and the 
needs that will arise after his departure. Scholars note strong uses of references to the 
transfiguration of Jesus in 2 Peter. They also recognize there are sections of the epistle that 
address the same issues present in sections of Jude, most notably those that deal with false 
teachers disseminating falsehood and seeking to usurp power in the church from the apostles. 
These similarities are understandable. First, Peter was present at the transfiguration! We cannot 
begin to understand the impact of this transcendent event upon the Galilean fisherman. He rarely 
encountered the world beyond the Sea of Galilea. That day he encountered the eternal world 
where Elijah and Moses lived, and Jesus was transfigured into a heavenly expression of himself. 
How could he forget about it, or fail to mention it when reminding others that he himself heard 
Jesus speak, and that the transfigured Christ had chosen him as a leader of the church? What 
greater resource did he have to confront the false teachers than his experience of the 
transfiguration? Secondly, the church throughout the Roman Empire was suffering from Nero’s 
persecution. As many in the church were forced into hiding, a vacuum of leadership would have 
naturally followed. False, hedonistic and power-hungry teachers could have easily stepped into 
the void. Finally, Gnosticism, a later religious belief that borrowed from Christianity and later 
attempted to redefine Christianity, was in its infancy. Though not yet fully formed into the 
controversial religion to come, the seeds of its heresy were already being planted. Religious 
beliefs and various expressions of religion rarely began as fully formed systems of thought and 
belief. They began with primitive ideas that evolved, one idea springing from another, each 
building on the former. Though Gnosticism does not yet fully exist in the era of Peter’s ministry, 
the seeds of its evolution were being sown. One of the most serious challenges of Gnosticism 



was its coming challenge to the divinity of Christ. It is not far-fetched to believe that this 
challenge to Jesus’ divinity was already present in Gnosticism’s infancy. The letters of Jude, 
Peter, Paul, and John address these false teachers. Naturally, there are similarities when 
comparing these inspired texts, and many deal with challenges to the divinity of Jesus. Our task 
is to study the beauty and wisdom in Peter’s second letter as it is. The church has passed this 
letter to us with holy hands and devout reverence as scripture. Ancient church tradition passes 
this letter to us as having been written by Peter himself. Therefore, we accept it as given to us 
and prayerfully seek to mine its beautiful truth as it continues to speak today. In his own manner, 
Peter affirms the divinity of Jesus, offers hope to Christians to endure all forms of persecution, 
and offers a defense of his apostleship. As cited earlier, Peter writes repetitively in this letter, 
even repeating messages he has given on prior occasions. In verse 12 he writes, “So I will always 
remind you of these things, even though you know them.” When I want my children to understand 
an important issue or concern I will state that concern more than once. And, I will usually state 
the same concern in a different manner, using slightly different words but in substance meaning 
the same, all in attempt to ensure they grasp what I am sharing. Some messages are just too 
important to treat lightly. Peter has written in the same manner in addressing his children, the 
church. 

Historical, Theological, and Experiential Reflections on II Peter 1:1-15 

2 Peter 1:1a 
In the opening of his letter, the elder disciple asserts his apostolic authority. As false teachers 
seek to undermine his position and authority in the church, he must give a truthful defense of 
who he is in Christ and the calling Christ has placed upon his life. He is the servant and apostle 
of the eternal Christ. 

In II Peter 1:1a he writes, “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” We notice that 
in writing to the church throughout the empire, he introduces himself employing his given 
Jewish name, Simon, and the Aramaic name Jesus gave him, Cephas. The Aramaic name Cephas 
and its Greek counterpart Peter both mean the rock. He is both Simon the Jewish fisherman and 
Peter, the apostle whom Jesus called the rock. He was the former competitive, impulsive Simon 
who made promises he could not keep and even attempted to walk on water. Now, he is an elder 
of the church of Jesus Christ, a founding member of the Jerusalem Council, respected as one the 
elders of the Jewish church. At present, he has become a captive in Rome. From the epicenter of 
the Roman Empire he dispenses the wisdom he has learned through his relationship with Jesus 
Christ. He asserts his authority in the church through the gentle yet firm reminder that he is an 
apostle, a calling and office placed upon him by Jesus and affirmed through the Holy Spirit. Like 
the prophets of old, Peter reminds the church that he does not speak for himself or on behalf of 
himself. He speaks for Christ on behalf of the everlasting Kingdom of God. I love the fact that 
Peter does not end his introduction with his claim of being an apostle. He adds the touching 
additional title of servant. Peter’s use of the title servant implied that he belonged to another. In 
the near eastern world, being a servant most likely meant you were indebted to another as a 



bond-servant. Yes, his office is that of an apostle, but his heart is that of a servant, indebted to 
Jesus Christ who has given him a gift of life so precious he can never repay the debt. Peter’s last 
word to the church was, “I am not just an authority and leader in the body of Christ, I am equally 
a servant of Jesus.”  

Why do you think having a servant’s heart is so important to those in leadership? What are the 
characteristics of the servant heart? What transformation do you think occurred in Peter as he 
moved from the compulsive insecure fisherman to the servant of the church in his final days? 
How can we develop a servant’s heart? 

2 Peter 1:1b 
“To those who through the righteousness of our God and savior Jesus Christ have received a 
faith as precious as ours.” We first need to clarify the phrase “of our God and savior Jesus 
Christ.” Peter is not speaking of God and Jesus as separate. Instead, he is affirming that Jesus 
Christ is divine. Jesus was “God and savior” to Peter. Again, as the early seeds of Gnosticism 
were just sprouting and would eventually challenge the divinity of Jesus, Peter asserts in the 
beginning of his epistle that Jesus Christ is the divine Lord of all. He is “our God and savior 
Jesus Christ.” Early in his walk with Jesus of Nazareth he joined John and Jesus atop Mt. 
Hermon. It was atop this holy mount that Christ was transfigured and spoke with Elijah and 
Moses. Though Peter could not fully grasp the divinity of Jesus, he knew early in the ministry of 
Jesus that Christ transcended this world and belonged to another realm of reality, an eternal 
realm. Peter, like the other disciples, could never fully grasp the trinity, but yet like them was 
willing to stake his life upon its reality. Faith does not always mean believing in something that 
is impossible. Faith also means believing in something possible that we cannot fully understand. 
Those nearest Jesus during his life had little doubt that he was Messiah. After his death and 
resurrection, it became clear that he was the “divine, eternal Messiah.” Only the eternal Christ 
could conquer hatred, darkness, sin, and death. Only God could forgive sins and conquer death 
itself. Jesus did both. The phrase that the church has “received a faith as precious as ours,” is rich 
in meaning. We did not create our faith or develop it through our great intellect or our own 
righteous living. It was given through the righteousness of God to us. God’s perfect love and 
goodness gave us the remarkable ability to believe and trust in God’s perfect gift of Jesus, not 
because we deserved it, but because he lovingly willed it. God’s righteousness revealed in Jesus 
has made it possible for every soul to receive the gift of saving faith. No one stands beyond the 
ability to believe in Christ. They have the power to choose that faith, but the faith is always 
present. And, Peter proclaims, “The same faith given to the apostles and all who followed Jesus 
from the beginning is the same faith given to every soul then, now and forever.” As in I Peter, 
Simon Peter wants the church to understand that with God there is no partiality. All are in equal 
need of grace, and all have equally received God’s grace, love, and mercy. Peter might possess 
the office of apostle, but the faith that gives him life is the same faith given the newest Christian. 
If Peter’s writing sounds difficult to grasp here, let me attempt to simplify it without diluting it. 
We do not have the ability or power to earn or gain the privilege of believing in and accepting 



God’s gift of love and salvation in Jesus. For no other reason than God’s righteous love, all were 
given the ability to believe and to accept the one gift that matters most in all creation. And, this 
precious gift of faith is the same, identical gift that made it possible for Peter, John, Paul, Mary, 
and all in the beginning to believe and trust in Jesus Christ. Thus, we can understand why Peter 
loved using the descriptive term precious to identify what God has given to us. No false teacher 
has a story as powerful, as impartial, and as available as the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gift of 
our faith and the power of our story can sustain us through the most severe persecution and keep 
us anchored in truth amid false teaching. 

What does it mean to you to know that the gifts God has given you in Christ are as precious as 
those given to Peter, Paul, Mary and other early disciples? How can we ensure that new 
Christians understand there is no partiality in our faith? Do we treat all as equal in terms of 
importance to Christ and his church? What gifts do you recognize within yourself that are much 
like those belonging to Simon Peter? We often think of salvation being a gift from God; have we 
ever considered that even the ability to believe is a gift? 

2 Peter 1:2 
“Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” The peace and grace to which Peter refers is known and experienced through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ in one’s heart and through the relationships shared with other 
Christians within the church. It is not a “head knowledge” or knowledge gained academically, 
though loving God with our mind is important. When Peter repetitively employs the word 
“knowledge” he is not referring to the importance of knowing everything; he is speaking of the 
importance of knowing The One! A vital relationship with Jesus will teach us what is important 
in life and in our faith. As the early Christians seek to persevere during Nero’s persecution, and 
seek to remain grounded in eternal truth, they will do so through a personal relationship with 
Jesus. A disciplined prayer life, attending worship together, and embracing the teachings of the 
apostles empower them to walk with Jesus, just as these disciplines empower us today. 

How do you understand the difference between head knowledge of Jesus and heart knowledge? 
Can we have both? If so, how do they complement each other? If knowing Jesus involves a 
relationship with him, what helps us to daily know him? 

2 Peter 1:3  
“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness.” Who cannot become excited about a phrase 
that claims God has given us everything we need? However, some fail to read the all-important 
additional phrase “for a godly life.” I’ve known some well-intended immature Christians who 
believe Peter’s words imply that “everything we need” also includes a lot of “what we want.” 
We have been blessed with every gift, grace, and fruit necessary to live a godly life. The church 
exists to live and express a quality of life, a life that is abundant and eternal, that when embraced 
allows others to witness the nature of God’s love and mercy within us. Living a godly life is to 



live as God lives within these imperfect jars of clay. God is good, and called us to be good! He 
called us through expressing his own glory to glorify him in all we do! We received the life of 
Jesus through the precious gift of God’s grace and love, and we will live that life as graceful 
people filled with God’s love. We cannot live the life of Jesus in the world unless Christ is within 
us! God has given us all we need for that life, and all we need for that life is a vital relationship 
with Jesus Christ. A false teacher cannot replicate the life of Christ within the heart. The power 
over all that is destructive and dark and the love that walks beyond what is humanly possible 
makes false teaching pale and wither. The persecution of men like Nero cannot overcome the 
inner power indwelling the Christian for persecution is of this world and limited to this world, 
yet the Spirit within us is not of this world and transcends this world.  

What does it mean to you to “have all you need for a godly life?” Can you list some things you 
have that make a godly life possible? Why is a godly life necessary for the world to see?  

2 Peter 1:4 
“Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you 
may participate in the divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil 
desires.” Unlike the world ensnared by its evil desires, participating in all that is corrupt and 
destructive, the church of Jesus Christ has been liberated from the powers of this world and the 
heavy weight of human sin to live a far different life. Paul described the Christian life as “seated 
with Christ in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 2:6) The imagery of the Christian life as existing 
“above this world” is a common theme in the New Testament. Even when we live in this world 
Paul reminds us that we are not of it. This precious promise of eternal life in Jesus ensures that 
we have a spiritual knowledge of a higher, everlasting life than this world. God has not only 
made it possible for Jesus to live within us, but also for us to live within Jesus. St. Paul uses two 
prepositions when describing the nature of our faith. First, Christ is in us. Secondly, we are in 
Christ. These do not imply the same state and are written separately for good reason. Most of us 
understand what it means to have Christ live within us. It means he has united with us in our 
world. He understands all that happens in our life, befriends us in all moments, and empowers us 
to endure and be witnesses to the Kingdom of God. However, to be “in Christ,” means that we 
have been allowed to unite with him in his life, in his world! We can see truth that is beyond this 
world and experience eternal love greater than all expressions of love in this life. In describing 
this love in I Cor. 13 Paul reminded us that “now we see through a glass dimly.” To be in Christ 
gives us the confidence to know the assurance that we belong to his Kingdom. It is a kingdom of 
ultimate justice and righteousness. It is a kingdom of ultimate beauty, a kingdom without end. 
This confidence empowered those Christians experiencing the suffering of horrific persecution. 
They knew one day it would end, and they would enter the new life in all its fullness. 

What is the difference between being “in Christ,” and having “Christ in us?” In what way are 
we united with him in “his world?” What do you think it means to sit in the heavenly realm with 
Christ? How is it possible to live in this world but not be of it? 



2 Peter 5-9 
Peter offers us a listing of the fruitful Christian life. We are given a list of what Paul called “the 
fruits of the Spirit.” (Galatians 5) The fruit of the Spirit is an expression of the character of Jesus. 
If someone asked, “What was Jesus like?” We could read them the fruits of the Spirit and we 
would be describing Jesus and the way he lived before God and with others. As one teaching this 
lesson you could offer a brief definition or study of each fruit. Honestly, studying this list of fruit 
can be a study of its own. However, Peter was most probably not attempting to list them in a 
hard and fast order. Instead, inspired by the Spirit, he lists one after the other as the fruit each 
Christian should bear in their life. It is helpful to note that the first fruit and gift he lists is faith. 
All gifts and fruit must begin with faith in Christ. Our desire to live as he lived and still lives 
arises from our faith in him as the Christ, the eternal Lord of all life! It is also important to note 
that Peter is revealing that each fruit flows from the one that preceded it. The Christian life isn’t 
a linear line with marks that indicate our arrival at a particular point. In other words, there is no 
mark that allows us to claim, “Now I have reached knowledge, now it is onward to self-control.” 
Walking with Christ is a fluid relationship. One experience enhances another. One experience 
births another. One experience with Jesus leads into a great understanding of another. For 
example, I lost a very close, dear family member to suicide. As I walked with Jesus, or rather, as 
he walked with me, through the pain, I realized that I valued life and relationships far more than 
previously. I found myself to be more gracious, and I listened to others far more. There was no 
laid-out plan for this development in life. God used the various experiences at various times to 
birth fruit in my life. Each of us possess our own litany of experiences, joyful and painful. Each 
of them is used by God for our growth, and growth of the Kingdom of God. Again, this is the 
very definition of hope. Hope is the belief that God waste not a single moment in our life, but 
uses each moment to fashion us into the image of Christ, and to touch the world about us. 
Therefore, if we attempted to place this fruit in a particular order, or claim that one fruit will 
always follow another particular fruit, we are ignoring the fact that no two lives are the same. 
You cannot create a carbon copy of the development of each Christian. All of us are unique and 
the development of the fruit within us is equally unique. However, Peter would want us to rejoice 
that, through persecution, suffering, and even in confronting falsehood, God is creating each of 
us more and more into the image of Christ. Therefore, let us be a hopeful people, a people of joy 
and tremendous inner strength. After all, eternity is at work within us through the Spirit of 
Christ. Peter reminds the church that each of us are to possess these qualities of Jesus in 
increasing measure. Again, in this fluid walk with Jesus we can never say, “I have enough 
patience, now I need more compassion.” How much patience is enough? How much compassion 
is enough? We are called to walk with Jesus, allowing him to use every experience to increase 
the measure of fruit within us. This walk is never completed; we never arrive at a point of 
satisfaction, and we are never as much like Jesus as we need or want to be. But, we keep 
walking, learning, and growing! In closing this section on the fruit of Jesus within, if we neglect 
the importance of allowing Christ to increase every good and perfect gift within us, we digress. 
To not walk forward growing in the fruit of Christ is to digress and return to the life that bound 



us, corrupted us, and led to behaviors that in no way reflected the life of Christ. To abandon the 
faith within the soul in times of persecution, suffering, and falsehood is to accept the faithless 
world without.  

Why do you think Jesus does not want us to compare or measure our faith against another? How 
are our walks in faith different from each other? How can we learn from others who stand at 
different places in their faith? What happens when we try to “force our own personal growth” 
beyond our personal experiences in life? Have you known experiences in which someone knew 
the head knowledge related to a particular experience, but had not walked through it 
experientially? What was the consequence? 

Peter’s Summation: 2 Peter 1:10-15 
As stated previously, Simon Peter does write repetitively in this short letter, but for 
understandable reasons. He dearly loves the church, and like all of us, he wants to know the life 
he lived was of eternal consequence. He wants to know his life mattered. He understands, like 
most of us, that the greatest witness to the purpose of his life will be found in the loving things 
he has left behind that truly matter, within the people he loved most dearly: the church of Jesus 
Christ. In verses 12-15 he is concerned with reminding the church of what God has done for 
them in Christ, or asking the church to remember what he personally has taught during his 
ministry. In St. Peter’s in Rome, Peter’s bones are believed to be buried beneath the chancel. The 
area is off limits to most. However, the spiritual monuments he left that denote a changed life, or 
a church founded upon truth, are everywhere throughout the Roman Empire. Tradition says that 
Peter did not consider himself worthy to be crucified like Jesus, so he asked to be crucified 
upside down. There is a sense of poetry to be found in his horrible death. He most likely was 
crucified upside down for having turned the world upside down for Christ. For me, I like to read 
verse 11 as the close to this chapter. Peter knows where he is headed. Yes, death awaits, but even 
more so the Kingdom of Heaven awaits him. Thus, he offers his spiritual children this final word 
of hope: “And you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.”  

Prayer 
Almighty God, we thank you for all who have passed to us our holy faith. We pray in great 
gratitude for those who suffered to present us with the truth of the gospel. Thank you for all who 
have loved the church through the years, who sacrificed that generations to come might know the 
saving grace of God in Christ. Empower us to be as faithful and courageous. May our hands be 
holy, and our hearts pure as we continue to handle the word of life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

David’s Worship 



Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of December 1, 2019  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16, 25-29a 
Key Verse: I Chronicles 15:28 
“And all Israel brought up the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord, with shouts and the sounding of 
rams’ horns, and trumpets and of cymbals and the playing of lyres and harps.”  

Aim and Goal of the Lesson 
To learn the importance of the sacred in life, and the value of worship in our personal life and the 
life of a culture.  

Historical, Geographical, Theological, and Experiential Background for I Chronicles 15 
Many biblical historians believe the books of the Chronicles were the last written documents in 
the Old Testament. Most likely they were started by the scribe Ezra and completed by an 
unknown author. Ezra is remembered for the reforms he brought to the returning exiles from 
Babylon as Israel sought to restore its spiritual life and keep covenant with God. Scholars refer to 
the author of Chronicles most simply as “The Chronicler.” Why was Chronicles written when the 
material covers events also found in I and II Samuel and the Kings? The title of Chronicles in the 
Greek translation, The Septuagint, offers an enlightening hint. The title can be translated “Things 
that were passed over.” Chronicles is written in a different age than I and II Samuel and the 
Kings. There were events and circumstances that were omitted from earlier writings that now 
have become important to the returning exiles. The years between the closing of the Old 
Testament and the opening of the New Testament era are often called, “The 400 years of 
silence.” It is almost as if the Chronicler intends to remind Israel as they leave exile to carry into 
their new future a willingness to keep covenant and a desire to recognize and embrace the sacred 
in life.  

Another title for the Chronicles is “The Chronicles of the Kings.” Thus, our first lesson in this 
unit begins in the reign of King David. This lesson covers the period of David’s reign from 
approximately 1010 to 970 B.C. David had captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites. This beautiful 
mount was not only aesthetically beautiful, it possessed underwater streams and allowed Israel to 
spy approaching enemies for miles around. Read Psalm 48 to gain a rich sense of how precious 
this mount was to Israel. The temple mount, which will be used by Solomon to construct the first 
temple, will prove sacred for another special reason. It was believed this was the site where 
Abraham offered Isaac to God. It will also become sacred to Islam as the place where 
Mohammed is believed to have ascended into heaven. Thus, ownership of the Temple Mount is a 
major issue in Israel. Today an Islamic mosque stands atop the mount, and the Wailing Wall is at 
its foundation. David’s vision recognized this was indeed a spiritually significant place for 



Israel’s worship of God, and a beneficial military site. Here he would build Israel’s capital city, 
Jerusalem, atop Mt. Zion.  

An article of furniture from the day of Moses, and one that occupied a special place in the 
tabernacle, is central to our lesson. But it is not just any article; it is the sacred Ark of the 
Covenant. The Ark was claimed in Exodus to contain the tablets of the Ten Commandments, and 
in other texts in the Hebrew Bible it also contained Aaron’s rod and a pot of manna.  

David has now prepared Jerusalem as his capital and is now preparing to bring the Ark of the 
Covenant into the city. The Ark ties the city to Israel’s sacred history dating back to the Exodus 
and Moses. It also establishes Jerusalem as a spiritual capital as much as a political capital. In I 
Samuel 7 we read that David had previously attempted to move the ark from the house of 
Abinidab into Jerusalem. The Ark was placed on an ox-drawn cart. One of the oxen stumbled 
and the Ark began to slide from the cart. A man named Uzzah attempted to steady the Ark with 
his hand and immediately fell dead. This event added an even greater sense of the sacred and 
mysterious to the Ark and created a problem for David. He had to ask himself, “How can I move 
the Ark safely into the city without violating its sacred significance?” 

Historical, Theological and Experiential Reflection on I Chronicles 15 

I Chronicles 15:1-3, 14-16  
In order to handle the Ark with holy hands and ensure its sacred meaning to Israel, David 
prepared a place. The Ark would sit upon the site and be covered with a protective tent. Though 
the tabernacle is not in Jerusalem, the site of the Ark would maintain the same spiritual stature as 
the “Holy Place” in the tabernacle. Places are important to spirituality in biblical history and in 
our own spiritual lives. The Old Testament describes a multitude of holy sites and sacred places 
that endured even into the New Testament era and beyond. Even Jesus chose holy sites where 
God would commune with humanity, and humanity would remember God was in our midst. The 
Mount of Transfiguration is one such holy site to Christians. Atop this mount, Jesus, Elijah, and 
Moses appeared transfigured to Peter, James, and John. (Mark 9: 2) We no longer know the 
exact site of this mount though some believe it was Mt. Hermon. When I visited Mt. Hermon I 
noticed that this was also the spot where the waters of the Jordon River began their descent 
through all of Israel into the Dead Sea. The water gushes from near the base of Mt. Hermon. 
Though we are unsure if this is the holy site of the transfiguration, it still served as a beautiful 
metaphor. The Jordon is the life-source of Israel, flowing through its heart, feeding the Sea of 
Galilee. Without the Jordon, Israel could not have existed. If the transfiguration occurred on Mt. 
Hermon, the spiritual life Jesus gave to the world rushes forth in power, feeding the world with 
the knowledge of God’s redemptive love.  

Jesus also chose Gethsemane as his sacred place of prayer. Gethsemane is an olive orchard. The 
olive tree could be hewn down and would regrow. Sprouts of life would spring from its stump. 
As Jesus prayerfully contemplated his approaching suffering and death, he chose this olive 



orchard. Perhaps he did so because it helped assure him of the resurrection and eternal life. We 
can only imagine or guess. However, all of us need sacred places that speak to us of God’s 
presence and promises. It is for this reason that we have historically peppered the American 
landscape with churches and other Christian symbols. They serve as reminders of the sacred. 
David was going to rule from Jerusalem with a holy, sacred symbol in the heart of the city. The 
Ark would remind David that ultimately God was king, and as king, God loved his people and 
his creation. Images of the New Creation envisioned by Isaiah in the Old Testament and John in 
the New Testament offer a picture of all streaming into the New Jerusalem, with God’s ultimate 
justice and love ruling the world. (Isa. 9:7, Isa. 11, Rev. 21: 1-4) 

What places are spiritually significant to you, and why? Why do you think we need such places 
and other symbols in our relationship with God? 

David also made sacred preparation for the handling of the Ark. Only the Levites would carry 
the Ark. No other hand was to touch it after what happened to Uzzah. The Levites were to handle 
the Ark as specified in Exodus 25. Though the love and redemption of God is offered to all, 
historically certain people have been consecrated to handle the sacred. The priest and Levites 
would minister before the Lord on behalf of the people in Israel. From the beginning, 
consecration had little to do with anyone meriting the status. After all, who is holy enough to 
handle the things of God? God chose according to the divine will and we were to honor it. 
Though a person could not earn such a holy position in life, they were expected to live as one 
befitting such a responsibility. In the story of Samuel we read of Eli’s sons ministering as wicked 
priests of God. They were still priest by consecration. However, they bore the consequences of 
their behavior and the suffering they brought upon others. Churches historically possess a 
consecrated or ordained group of individuals to perform sacred responsibilities. For example, in 
most churches, an ordained clergy prepares, prays over, and distributes the bread and cup of 
Holy Communion. These chosen orders were not intended to create a group of individuals more 
important than others. The orders were created to ensure the sacred in life would always be 
handled with the holiness and sacredness due them. Consecrated or ordained individuals like 
those chosen by God in scripture do not earn the position. They are chosen or “called.” Again, 
accompanying such callings is the responsibility to live a life that values and embraces the 
sacred. The Levites consecrated themselves in preparation to bring the Ark to Jerusalem 
according to Exodus 19 and 29 and Numbers 8. This holy act of consecration was not done on 
the failed attempt to transport the Ark in which Uzzah died. However, they have now followed 
the ritual of purification and have set themselves apart. In verse 15 the Levites have followed the 
sacred requirements to transport the Ark. The poles slide through the rings, allowing the Levites 
to hoist the Ark without touching it with their hands. In the Old Testament era, Israel believed in 
the distinction between the eternal and the temporal, the divine and human. One did not touch the 
holy without invitation to do so. Violating this sacred division resulted in disastrous 
consequences, as they did with Uzzah.  



Do you notice the distinction between the ordained, or consecrated, and laity? How do their 
responsibilities differ, and why are they different? What responsibilities in worship belong solely 
to the ordained and consecrated? What is required in the church to become ordained? Is a sense 
of “being called” important in your church? What do you think it means to be called? 

Prior to the consecration, David assembled all of Israel in Jerusalem to receive the Ark into the 
capital. It was not just their king who would recognize the presence of God in their midst. All of 
Israel would recognize God was present in the city through the presence of the Ark of the 
Covenant. There is always spiritual power in gathering together to worship the living Lord, to 
acknowledge his presence. When King Josiah rediscovered a copy of the Law in the temple 
treasury he called for a solemn assembly. The nation heard the Law read aloud and according to 
the narrative “pledged themselves” to live in covenant and obey the Lord. (II Kings 23) There is 
spiritual power in a community gathered! Jesus said, “Where two or more are gathered in my 
name, there I am with them.” (Mat. 18: 20) As David sets up the Kingdom of Israel he 
understands their spiritual power is in their togetherness, and their obedience to God. A great 
dynamic in obeying God was the worship of God. In Israel the two went together. Though Psalm 
95 does not mention its author, many attribute it to David. We can hear him in this Psalm and 
others emphasize the importance of worship. In Psalm 95:6 he writes, “Come, let us bow down 
in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our maker.” Notice the use of the plural “us.” It isn’t just 
David who is going to worship the Lord, it is the entire nation!  

What do you think it is about corporate worship that is empowering? What is it you most miss 
when unable to attend public worship? 

The place, priests, and people have all been prepared to worship the Lord. Preparation does not 
remove spontaneity from worship, but a lack of preparation can result in a neglect of meaning 
and purpose. Being unprepared can also result in “disjointed” worship. Meaningful worship 
possesses a powerful flow and continuity. David made certain there was preparation for every 
facet of worship. After all, they were worshipping the God of creation, the Exodus, the Promised 
Land, and the Covenant! It is easy to quickly read of David’s preparation without considering the 
amount of time and energy he invested. There had to be hours of thought, there had to be 
meetings in which David consulted with all involved, and there had to be great attention given to 
detail. 

Have you personally considered the planning and preparation in which your church engages to 
make worship possible? How does your church bulletin or program reflect order, flow, and 
purpose? Do you pray regularly for those involved in this all-important task? 

For centuries, music has proved to be a vital facet of our worship experience. Few dynamics can 
move us as deeply as music. David wants the worship of the Lord to be festive and joyful. The 
Levites are given the responsibility of appointing musicians. God has blessed certain individuals 
with the gifts related to music. In our narrative there is particular attention paid to the 



instrumental facet of worship. Jerusalem will be filled with the sound of music declaring praise 
unto God! Every Sunday, churches are filled with gifted individuals who enhance our worship 
experience. From the festive playing to the more meditational and contemplative music, we are 
spiritually enlivened as we participate through listening, playing or singing. One of my favorite 
quotes about music is from Sidney Lanier, “Music is love looking for a word.” Music has found 
its “word” in the eternal Logos in John 1. Christ can be experienced in music. The narrative 
mentions others appointed to various tasks in providing and conducting worship. In the worship 
experience so many gifts and graces come together: the musical gifts, the spoken word, and 
silence. These are not an end in themselves, but rather serve as the instruments that allow us to 
experience God’s presence physically, emotionally, and spiritually.  

Can you recall an experience in which you were deeply, spiritually moved through music in 
worship? Can you recall what emotions you often feel in relation to music in worship? How does 
music empower your church and its worship?  

I Chronicles 15: 25-26  
Now the preparation is complete and it is time to transport the Ark of the Covenant into 
Jerusalem. This is such an important moment that David uses people in important positions to 
ensure the journey is sacred and successful. Elders of Israel, army commanders, and the Levites 
form a large host accompanying the Ark from the home of Obed-Edom to Jerusalem. The Ark 
has been housed there for three months following Uzzah’s death. Now it is being moved to its 
permanent home in Jerusalem. As the Ark is placed in its sacred site there is now an opportunity 
to express thanksgiving and joy. Sacrifices are offered of seven bulls and seven rams. Many 
often speak of worship on Sundays as “a time to become refreshed.” It is certainly that! 
However, we bring something every Sunday into worship. There have certainly been trials 
during the week, but there has also been life and blessing. We bring thankful hearts. “I will enter 
his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!” (Psalm 100) Before entering worship, 
try making a list of all God’s blessings that have been especially noticed over the last weeks and 
days. Then, enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise! 

Do you believe people perceive worship more as a time to receive something and rarely as a 
time to give of themselves? Why? In what ways is sacrifice a part of your corporate worship 
experience? 

I Chronicles 15:27  
The author wants Israel to remember the dress of those leading worship. The garments are 
priestly garments and garments worn for worship. However, particular attention should be paid 
to David’s choice of dress. He is not dressing as a political king or military ruler. He is dressing 
in the garments of a priest. Thus, he is proclaiming to all of Israel that God is king and David is 
his chosen instrument to lead the people in obedience to and love of God! In the Old Testament 
era, dress was a statement about one’s role, status, and calling in life. Dress set certain 
individuals apart. Today that custom continues in segments of the Israeli population. When I 



visited the Wailing Wall to pray, I was required to cover my head. I could quickly identify the 
Hassidic Jews by their dress. Even when I visited Scotland I learned the clergy had their own 
plaid to identify them. For many years, and even today, many pastors wear robes with liturgical 
stoles. Our choirs also often dress in robes. Today dress for worship is in transition. Still, we can 
appreciate the significance of dress in the biblical era. Dress for bringing the Ark to Jerusalem 
was godly, priestly, and festive! Music touched the sense of hearing for Israel, now dress is 
touching the sense of sight. The fragrance of sacrifice will also fill the air. Worship would 
involve the whole person, and touch them in every manner possible.  

Does your church use liturgical robes and stoles for worship? Is it helpful for you to witness the 
color and style of liturgical vestments and stoles? In what manner? What is it you like about 
liturgical dressing for worship? 

I Chronicles 15: 28-29  
The author uses these verses to remind us that all of Jerusalem was receiving the Ark. The 
sounds of praise filled the air to the extent that everyone heard them and gave them their 
attention. This is a memorable moment, and a high moment of worship. Saul’s daughter, Michal, 
also hears the sacred parade. She is David’s wife but has chosen to be a spectator rather than a 
joyful participant. Her father, King Saul, treated the Ark with apathy, and his daughter does the 
same. She gazes out her window and sees David dancing. What a stark contrast to her apathetic 
behavior! Worship services always contain participants and observers. The participant always 
leaves with greater spiritual vitality. They anticipate what God is going to say to them, and do in 
them during worship. The observer usually anticipates only the end of the service. People attend 
worship in an apathetic spirit for different reasons and we should refrain from judging. However, 
we should always prepare and do all in power to make worship a captivating experience that 
draws the attendee into the service. Prepare, prepare, prepare!  

But, participation is also the responsibility of the one attending. Use the sights and sounds of 
worship to leave the world outside. Use the silence for contemplation and prayer. Use the ritual 
and singing to participate as fully as possible. Most of all, use your ears to listen for God’s 
message for the world, the church, and for you.  

What helps you most to participate in worship? What temptations can make it difficult to 
participate and simply become an observer? What are the facets of worship in which you 
participate that most enliven you?  

Summary 
Advent season is upon us. This is always one of the most embraced seasons for worship, along 
with Lent and Easter. People do return to worship during this season because on some spiritual 
level for them it is important. Most churches and leaders invest great energy preparing to 
worship God, and to sacrifice in gratitude for the gift of Jesus. Advent offers its own fragrances 
of evergreen and festive aromas, the sounds of carols and hymns, and even the taste of special 



cookies and cakes. Worship allows us to focus all of these senses on God and his goodness. If we 
do not focus on God, the secular will steal the beauty and meaning of Advent. Seek to employ all 
of the senses in worship that people can participate fully. This is a sacred moment in a 
secularized world and culture. This moment can be both memorable and transformative.  

Prayer  
Almighty God, we worship you as Lord and King. We seek to experience your presence in 
worship and all of life. Help us to commit our energy and focus to you in worship, that we might 
be empowered and enlightened. May our participation in worship lead to our participation in 
spreading the gospel to the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

Kindness Considered  

By Hal Brady 

Is there any doubt that we live in a divisive society that even stretches beyond politics, though 
politics is where this divisiveness is most painfully obvious? Partisan party lines and media bias 
have become the spectacle of this societal alienation. 

Then there is the Internet! So many of us have withdrawn into our own private online worlds of 
chatter with no contact or communication with real life. Result? Consequently, there is an ever- 
increasing isolation from and distrust of others. 

So what is step one in addressing this destructive societal dilemma of division? For me, the 
suggestion is “kindness.” Among other things, the Apostle Paul shared that “Love is kind” (l 
Corinthians 13:4). 

What is kindness? Simply stated, kindness is described as “love in action.” It is those things we 
do. 

For a while now, a number of us have advocated that performing random acts of kindness is the 
greatest need in our country today and the best possibility of changing our country for the better. 
The thought is that a single act of kindness seen by others will encourage them to be kind, 
thereby making the country or society more whole and unified. 

Well, this thought is more than a hunch as the results of a recent study have made clear. 

It has been reported that UCLA anthropology professor Daniel Fessler has spent a number of 
years studying the positive effects of kindness. Recently, Dr. Fessler, who heads up a new $20 
million Kindness Institute at UCLA, finished a study on whether kindness can evoke an 
emotional response that becomes contagious. 

After conducting experiments with 8,000 randomly selected participants, Dr. Fessler concluded 
that when people are exposed to an emotional experience of kindness, they are more likely to 



respond in kind. The point is that kindness is contagious and produces additional acts of 
kindness. 

Want to change this country and world? Spread love through practical acts of kindness. 

Having back trouble a couple of weeks ago, I called my therapist who lives in another city. 
Telling him what was going on with my back and leg, he agreed to meet me the next day, which 
was Sunday. 

This therapist worked with me, diagnosed the problem, and prescribed a healing course of action. 
He did this prior to his flight which was leaving in a couple of hours. When I was preparing to 
leave, I asked about the charges and what I owed. To my surprise, he replied, “Nothing.” Then 
he added, “You’ve always been there for us.” 

I’m not sharing this with you for any accolades because none are deserved. I am sharing this with 
you because it makes Dr. Fessler’s point: kindness begets kindness. Kindness is contagious. 

Thus, if kindness is contagious and will produce a more whole and unified society, why aren’t 
more people engaged in doing random acts of kindness? 

One possible reason is that to be kind takes time, lots of time. Understand that the main enemy of 
kindness is busyness. Kindness cannot be done in a flippant way. Kindness is time-consuming, 
taking up time that we might be spending on ourselves. 

For sure, it takes time to visit people, do little favors, run errands for others, bear another’s 
burden, reason with those with whom we disagree, really listen to somebody’s point of view, 
pray for another, think of ways we can brighten the day of others, or call and express our 
concern. 

However, I believe that kindness is a choice. Paul writes in Colossians, “As God’s chosen ones, 
holy beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, and patience” (3:12). 
Notice here the word “clothe.” The Greek word literally means “put on.” 

In other words, as you put on your clothes for the day, chose also to wear kindness. Make 
kindness your choice. Whatever the situation, kindness is a choice and a unifying act of 
community. 

As William Penn expressed it, “I expect to pass through life but once. If therefore, there be any 
kindness I can show, or any good thing I can do to any fellow being, let me do it now, and not 
defer or neglect it, as I shall not pass this way again.”  

Love is always kind! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady 
Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 
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11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 1500 Pope Rd.; Roberta, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: 400 Hill Manning Rd.; Cochran, GA 31014 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: 5677 Hwy. 91 S; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James E. Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 123 Lundy Court; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – Randy Mosley: 915 Brushy Creek Church Rd.; Sparks, GA 31647 
11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 69 Coldwater Lane; Hendersonville, NC 28739 
11/16 – Sue DeJournett: 4648 Savage Hills Dr.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/20 – Richard Trawick: 7884 Whiteoak Loop; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: #1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 1881 SS Railroad Bed Rd., Apt. 701; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/25 – Rex Odom: 4062 Vineville Ave.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. Ruben Vance Riggins 
Reverend Ruben Vance Riggins, age 69, passed away surrounded by his loved ones on Oct. 26, 
2019, after a long battle with Parkinson’s disease. 

His life is celebrated by his wife, Vicky Melton Riggins, and their children, Reuben Grady 
Riggins (and Ashley Sears), Jonathan Ross Riggins, and Mary Hannah Riggins Samples (and 
Justin Samples), and grandson, Benjamin Samples. 

Vance was in the first graduating class of Flint River Academy in 1968. He graduated from 
Auburn University in 1973 with a degree in Agricultural Engineering. In 1986, he experienced a 



call to the ministry that led him to Asbury Theological Seminary, where he graduated with a 
Masters of Divinity in 1989. 

He served as a United Methodist Minister for 29 years and was a member of the South Georgia 
Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. Prior to ministry, Vance followed in his 
father’s footsteps by becoming a peach farmer and raising cattle. He also owned and operated a 
propane gas company and worked in other agricultural pursuits. 

He was raised in Woodbury, Ga. by his late parents, Grady and Doris Riggins, along with 
siblings Valeta Riggins Mills (Mike Mills), Valton Riggins (Pam Riggins), and Vicki Riggins 
Anglyn (Derry Anglyn). He was an uncle to several nieces and nephews that he loved dearly. 

Vance loved God, his family, Auburn football, music, television, peaches, and ice cream. 

Services were held on Wednesday, Oct. 30 in the chapel of Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home with 
Rev. Jimmy Cason officiating. 

Interment followed at New Hope United Methodist Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to New Hope United Methodist Church, PO Box 511, 
Statesboro, GA 30459. 

Friends may sign the online register book at www.joineranderson.com.  

Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home & Crematory of Statesboro is in charge of arrangements. 

Mrs. Ruth Bray Brown 
Mrs. Ruth Bray Brown passed away at home in Statesboro, Georgia at the age of 86, on 
November 7, after an extended illness. 

Mrs. Ruth Brown was born in Johnson County, Georgia, daughter of the late C. Ostelle Bray and 
the late Louise Young Bray. She attended Georgia Southern College where she graduated with 
her Bachelor’s degree in Education; she taught fifth, first and kindergarten. She completed her 
31-year teaching career in Long County, teaching kindergarten after serving several school 
districts while following her husband, Rev. William G. “Bill” Brown, to various places in the 
South Georgia Methodist Annual Conference. Ruth received several Teacher of the Year awards 
at many different school districts over her career with Savannah (Chatham County) being the 
largest. They were married for more than 67 years and when this statement was often made, Ruth 
would say, “but not long enough,” and Bill agreed. 

Ruth was active member of the Pittman Part United Methodist Church in Statesboro where she 
attended until her health declined. At her church, she presented the children’s sermons for four 
years. For a while in retirement, she began and led the senior group (XYZ, “extra years of zest”) 
at Pittman Part UMC. 

Ruth is survived by her husband, Bill Brown; daughter, Agnes Brown of Sylvania, Georgia; son, 
Steve Brown (Sara) of Double Oak, Texas; grandchildren, Andrew Brown (Leslie) of Roanoke, 
Texas; Abbie Brown Schlatter (Chris) and great-grandson, Owen Schlatter of Carrollton, Texas. 



Ruth and Bill have enjoyed living in their home in Statesboro for over 24 years. Special love and 
appreciation is expressed to our good friend, Betty Merck and long-term helper, Jaci Cruz. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Nov. 11 at Pittman Park United Methodist Church with 
Rev. Bill Bagwell officiating. 

Graveside services and burial followed in Westview Cemetery in Wrightsville, Georgia. 

The family requests that memorial contributions be made to Pittman Park United Methodist 
Church, 1102 Fair Road, Statesboro, Georgia 30458. 

Friends may sign the online register book at www.joineranderson.com. 

Joiner-Anderson Funeral Home & Crematory of Statesboro is in charge of the arrangements. 

 

Scripture Readings – Nov. 19 

Nov. 24 
Reign of Christ/Christ the King Sunday 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 
Luke 1:68-79 or Psalm 46 (UMH 208) 
Colossians 1:11-20 
Luke 23:33-43 

Dec. 1 
First Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 (UMH 845) 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Dec. 8 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10 
Psalm 72 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/19/2019 edition 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 22-24 
Encounter is a weekend retreat designed for 6th - 12th grade students where everyone will 
ENCOUNTER God, and each in a very unique way. This retreat will offer passionate worship, 



relevant Bible study and a meaningful time with other teens at Epworth By The Sea on St. 
Simons Island. Click here for more information.   

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 24 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and ten percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry  (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) or click here for more 
information and promotional materials. 

Leadership Tour, Statesboro FUMC – Jan. 5, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Leadership Tour, Warner Robins FUMC – Jan. 12, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Lay Speaking Class (Basic), Pelham – Jan. 17-18, 2020 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Jan. 17 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Hand Memorial 
UMC. Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Leadership Tour, Camilla UMC – Jan. 19, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 



church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Human Relations Day – Jan. 19, 2020 
Sunday, Jan. 19 is Human Relations Day, one of six churchwide Special Sundays with offerings 
for The United Methodist Church. Human Relations Day strengthens United Methodist outreach 
to communities in the United States and Puerto Rico, encouraging social justice and work with 
at-risk youths. 

ERT Basic Training, Pooler – Jan. 25, 2020 
Early Response Team (ERT) Training helps equip individuals and teams to respond in the 
immediate aftermath of a disaster. The cost for the training is $25 per participant. At the training, 
participants will receive an ERT training manual and, upon completing the course, will receive 
an UMCOR ID Badge and a conference ERT t-shirt. Lunch is provided. An UMCOR 
background check is required before receiving a badge. Information for submitting background 
checks will be sent to participants. ERT Basic Certification Training 
Saturday, January 25, 2020: 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Trinity (Pooler) UMC, 320 Benton Dr.; Pooler GA 31322 
Register here 

Leadership Tour, Hinesville FUMC – Jan. 26, 2020 
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Winter Conference – Jan. 26-29, 2020 
Len Wilson, Creative Director at St. Andrew UMC, a large church in Plano, Texas, will be our 
keynote speaker. He is a storyteller and expert strategist in communications and creativity in 
church life. After GC 2019, each church will need a clear, concise, creative, and compelling 
message and brand to effectively communicate who they are and where they stand. Len will lead 
us through a comprehensive process to develop and implement your own strategy while 
improving all phases of communication and creativity in your ministry. He will also share his 
insights on church growth as the compiler of the list of the Top 25 Fastest Growing United 
Methodist Large Churches. Len is author of the book “Think Like A Five Year Old.” More 
information 

Lay Speaking Class (Basic), Perry – Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 2020 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 



Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Jan. 17 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 18 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 


