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Vineville UMC helps strengthen community, build neighbor’s home 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Shequita Manson’s new home is painted blue, in honor and memory of her 12-year-old daughter, 
Nophstaria “Star” Henley, who died May 25, 2018, of sickle-cell disease. 

After her daughter’s death, Manson and her older daughter moved several times, bouncing from 
rental to rental, unable to find their “happy place.” But today, thanks in large part to Vineville 
United Methodist Church, they are finally home and happy. 

Partnering with the Macon Area Habitat for Humanity and several local churches, Vineville 
UMC combined a $3,000 Peace with Justice grant with the congregation’s Easter offering to 
build a home for Manson, her daughter, and her mother in Macon’s historic Pleasant Hill 
neighborhood.   

Even though most of the church’s congregation and staff don’t live in the neighborhood, 
Vineville UMC has a long and strong relationship with the Pleasant Hill community, said 
associate pastor Rev. Jon Brown.  

Determined to strengthen relations between the church and its neighbors, the congregation has 
worked with other local churches and a non-profit group to renovate 14 homes in the 
neighborhood, which, according to a recent city survey, has 206 blighted units. Church members 
also volunteer as tutors at nearby L.H. Williams Elementary School each week, and fill 
backpacks full of food for students to take home on weekends. 

“We want to do our best to be good neighbors,” Rev. Brown said. 

Working with Habitat for Humanity to build Manson’s home was just one more way for the 
congregation to care for those in their community, he said, and to help restore and revitalize the 
neighborhood. 

“Vineville has had a very long history with Pleasant Hill,” he said. “We wanted to continue that 
effort, to reduce blight in the community, and provide opportunities for affordable housing.” 

The church will continue its housing ministry as they partner with other United Methodist 
congregations and the North Central District to build another house next door to Manson’s. 

“This is one way we bear witness to the thing that we proclaim, the gospel of transformation. If 
we are to be the Church and are to bear the light of Christ, then we ought to offer it to those 
closest to us,” Brown said.  

Manson, who grew up in the Pleasant Hill neighborhood, sees her home as God’s provision, and 
is thankful to those who helped build it.  

“Even in the process of losing my daughter I never lost my faith,” she said. “I really feel like my 
house was something God designed because He knows what I have been through.”   



The congregation wants to share the love of Christ with those living in the Pleasant Hill 
neighborhood by being good neighbors and helping meet their needs, Brown said.  

“We seek to live into the incarnation model of ministry that Jesus Christ modeled for us,” Brown 
said. “We desire to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the hope that it offers to our neighbors 
right next door. We believe as John Wesley did that our love for neighbor is not just caring for 
someone’s spiritual well-being, but a ministry to the whole person.” 

 

GSW Wesley Foundation sees rapid growth, strong leadership 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

For Georgia Southwestern State University junior Jessica Montanye, the Wesley Foundation is a 
home away from home. 

Without the foundation of the campus ministry and the support she finds there, she probably 
wouldn’t be attending church today, she said. 

“If The Wes wasn’t there …. I would have probably left the church.” 

But two years ago, Georgia Southwestern’s Wesley Foundation was on life support, barely 
surviving. The Tuesday evening program had been suspended and only four people attended the 
mid-week Bible study. 

This fall, though, the campus ministry welcomed 85 students at its kickoff event and is averaging 
more than 60 students at its recently restored Tuesday night worship services. 

The rapid growth has been incredible, says Wesley Foundation director Johnny Updike.  

“God is alive, the spirit is moving, we are growing, and we are hungry for more,” he said. 

While the numbers are important, they aren’t everything, he says. 

“Numbers are important because they show fruit and reflect a person, but you want to see fruit – 
spiritual growth – and that’s really what’s so phenomenal because it’s happening every week.”  

One of Updike’s first priorities when he began as Wesley Foundation director was to build a 
leadership team. To do so he had to find and develop leaders. He was amazed when students 
began approaching him asking to serve. He knew the Holy Spirit was at work. 

“We had to build and develop a leadership team; that was the first thing,” he said. “We had to get 
people who were all in.”  

In charge of outreach, Montanye has served on the Wesley Foundation leadership team for about 
a year and a half. As Updike sought leaders, Montanye felt called volunteer to serve.  

“I felt the urge to be a part of (the leadership team), like I could give more of myself than I was,” 
she said. “I felt like I could and should help people, and that’s why I became a leader.”  



Another priority for Updike and the leadership team was to make the Wesley Foundation’s on-
campus house, ‘The Wes,” a home-away-from-home for students, a place where they felt loved, 
accepted, and welcome. 

“We asked God to make the Wes Home a place where people could come and feel as if they 
were home,” he said. “Our kids feel that, they believe that, and that’s what’s allowed the growth 
to take place.” 

Updike, who has been involved in student ministry for 20 years, also serves as the full-time 
director of youth ministries at Americus First United Methodist Church. The congregation; the 
church’s senior pastor, Daryl Brown; and the Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee fully 
support his ministry with the Wesley Foundation at Georgia Southwestern State University and 
are supportive of the ministry with their time, their finances, and their prayers. 

The church’s support, along with the partnership of district and other United Methodist 
congregations, is vitally important as the ministry seeks to witness to and serve students. 

“Today’s students have more stress and more worry on them than any other students in history; 
studies reflect that,” Updike said. “We are there to … give them a home away from home and be 
their church family when they’re at school.” 

For Montanye, having a second home and family were critical when her mother passed away this 
past summer. As she dealt with her loss and grief, friends from the Wesley Foundation checked 
on her, making sure she was okay.  

“I never knew how much The Wes meant to me until my mom died,” she said. “They’re really 
like a family and the Wes House is really like a home to me. They’ve been a big part of me 
getting stronger and I appreciate every moment.” 

As a student leader, Montanye says she wants to show others the same love that’s been shown to 
her. 

“As a leader I want people who have struggles or pain to be able to come and feel like they have 
family and a home,” she said. “The Wesley Foundation has definitely helped me grow in my 
faith and grow to become a better leader to other people. We’re hoping that we keep attracting 
people and reaching people who need Jesus.” 

 

An Update on the Leadership Forum Task Force Meeting – Writing our own 
story in 2020 

A Word from Bishop Bryan: 

Since January 3 you may have seen headlines announcing that a decision has been reached to 
split The United Methodist Church. As most have figured out by now, those headlines were 
wrong and misleading. What’s the truth? The top legislative body of The United Methodist 
Church, the General Conference, meets every four years. The next session of General 



Conference is May 5-15, 2020, in Minneapolis, MN. This is the only body that can speak 
officially for The United Methodist Church. Therefore, petitions and proposals are sent in for 
consideration. Among those are several plans aimed at ending the impasse over issues related to 
human sexuality. One of those plans, “A Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through 
Separation,” has been the cause of the most recent headlines.  

This Protocol was worked out by an unofficial group of 16 people, each representing 
progressive, centrist and traditional groups. The Protocol is one more attempt to resolve our 
impasse and move us towards a future of vitality in serving Christ. It is a proposal, not a 
decision. That is where the headlines got it wrong. Nothing has been decided because General 
Conference has not yet met. The Protocol is being studied in order to understand its implications. 

The South Georgia Conference Leadership Forum Task Force met January 13 to discuss the 
Protocol. Task Force members also watched a one-hour livestream presentation by the group that 
designed the proposal. We recognize that the Protocol is a mediated compromise among 
representatives of several groups. After hours of reflection, filled with recognition of pros and 
cons, the Task Force members concluded that this Protocol is a viable proposal and could be a 
catalyst to end the impasse and propel us into a vital future.  

Therefore, the Task Force is doing scenario planning around each option available to us in the 
Protocol. This work will be presented to the Leadership Forum in April, along with a 
recommendation for a process that would enable the South Georgia Conference to write our own 
story by choosing the option that best enables us to remain Alive Together as an annual 
conference. The Leadership Forum will decide what to recommend to the annual conference and 
what to recommend as a timeline to be followed. The goal would be to avoid a hasty decision 
after General Conference and to provide adequate time for each of our 588 churches to fully 
participate in the decision-making process through their elected laity and clergy representatives.   

In all of its deliberations, the Task Force is mindful of the strong desire to maintain our unity as 
an annual conference and our global connectional identity with as many other Methodists as 
possible.   

To foster honest communication, please use this link to ask any question for which you would 
like more information. The Task Force will be working on a list of FAQs in the coming weeks. 

The work of the Leadership Forum Task Force is not being done in isolation. The Task Force is 
collaborating with other groups: the laity and clergy delegates to General Conference, the 
Cabinet, and the Compass Group. Plans also include opportunities for communication with laity 
and clergy through video updates and in-person presentations.  

Even as this work proceeds, I ask us all to remember that what each community in South Georgia 
really needs is an enthusiastic, hope-filled, disciple-making Methodist church. Let’s write our 
own story in 2020. Will it be a story of radical hospitality, passionate worship, intentional faith 
development, risk-taking mission and service, and extravagant generosity? Help your members 
discover their spiritual gifts, bless them, and then unleash them in your community as well as in 
the congregation. 



As I have said for nearly four years, we are the only ones who can define what “together” means 
for South Georgia. We get to choose our own future. God has placed us here to spread the 
blessings of John Wesley and the Methodist movement. No denominational conference can do 
that for us. So the question is: what story is the Holy Spirit nudging us to write in 2020?   
 
Helpful Links 

• Questions for the Leadership Forum Task Force (Your input is needed!) 
• The Signed Protocol: “A Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation” 
• Press Release about the Protocol  
• Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) from the writing group of the Protocol  
• Video: UM News interviews protocol developers 
• Bishop Bryan’s January Advocate Column: Let’s write our own story in 2020 

 
**Members of the Leadership Forum Task Force: Bill Hatcher, Don Adams, Jim Cowart, Julia 
Magda, Jeff Barker, Derek McAleer, Kelly Roberson, Allison Lindsey, Nita Crump, Jay Hanson, 
Brad Brady, Rick Lanford, Doreen Smalls, Bobbi Googe, Anne Bosarge (facilitator), Ben 
Gosden, Cater Thompson, and Warren Plowden. 

 

New Wesleyan partnership offers college credit to pastors in training 

A new partnership between Wesleyan College in Macon and the United Methodist General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry (GBHEM) will offer college credit for women who are 
enrolled in GBHEM’s pastoral training program, the Course of Study. The Course of Study is 
designed for those who wish to serve as local pastors in The United Methodist Church and 
possibly pursue ordination as elders without taking the traditional seminary route.  

Women who are enrolled in one of Wesleyan College’s online degree programs (Business 
Administration, Accounting, or Applied Psychology) and who are enrolled in the Course of 
Study program may earn 36 credits toward their Wesleyan degree (120 credits total) upon 
successful completion of the entire Course of Study. All Wesleyan College courses required for 
graduation will be taught in an online format. 

“To be able to get a college degree online through Wesleyan College and get 36 hours credit 
toward that degree from the Course of Study is a good deal for licensed clergywomen in our 
conference,” said Dr. Jay Harris, Assistant to the Bishop for Ministerial Services for the South 
Georgia Conference.  

Dr. Harris, Course of Study registrar for South Georgia, is available to advise interested students 
about coordinating work between Wesleyan College and the Course of Study and about the 
process and path toward Associate Membership or Ordination and Full Connection beyond 
Course of Study and college. 



Interested students must apply to Wesleyan College’s online degree program at 
www.wesleyancollege.edu/partnerships. For more information, contact Jessica Tucker by email 
at jtucker@wesleyancollege.edu or by calling 478-757-3994. 

For more information about ordination through the Course of Study, contact Rev. Shannon 
Conklin-Miller, GBHEM associate general secretary for the Division of Ordained Ministry, by 
email at sconklin-miller@gbhem.org or by calling (615) 340-7417. 

 

Common goals unite us 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-1, NIV) 

Happy New Year! Did you make a resolution? Multiple resolutions? Did your congregation, 
church, Sunday school class, Bible study group, or small group make any resolutions?  

A resolution is a promise you make to yourself because you know there’s something that needs 
to change. Groups are no different. Members of groups can recognize that the group needs to 
change. Congregations can recognize that it’s time to make a change. Perhaps attendance has 
been declining or certain events are not well supported any more. Perhaps it’s time to consider a 
new vision for the congregation as it seeks to serve Christ in the community in which it is 
planted. If we consider the story of the Magi, we can discern a way to move small groups and 
congregations forward. 

The first step is agreeing. The Magi agreed that the star in the sky revealed an important message 
and that they needed to make a journey. In those days, making a long-distance journey was far 
more complicated than it is now. It meant packing everything you might potentially need for a 
journey of at least 12 days on the backs of camels and then walking. The Magi agreed on the 
message and the method for following through on the message. When a group considers a 
change, it is important for the group to agree on what’s needed and how that will work out. This 
can be a difficult process, but can be accomplished by a church or a small group in the church if 
everyone keeps Christ at the table during all discussions and decisions. 

The next step is working together. The Magi had a lot to do to accomplish the trip they made to 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and back. They agreed on the goal – finding the newborn king – and then 
worked together to accomplish it. I’m sure they didn’t always agree on the next step, but they did 
always agree on the final goal and kept that in mind as they were making plans for and taking the 



next step. In a small group or a small congregation, it’s important that everyone work together. A 
dozen people can accomplish far more than one or two.  

Finally, the Magi were willing to take a risk. Imagine what the neighbors thought when they 
closed their homes, packed up their lives, and left on a long journey. The Magi took a risk and 
found the newborn king. If we want our church groups and congregations to move forward into a 
new vision of serving Christ in our local communities, sometimes we have to take a risk. There 
may be folks who are skeptical of either the goal set or the pathway to the goal. There will be 
folks who are unhappy with any change and will use the famous phrase, “We’ve never done it 
that way before.” Give these people opportunities to express their concerns, listen lovingly to 
what they say, then share the goal of the group and invite them to walk with you as you try to 
move forward in what you believe God is calling you to do.  

Even though we’re well into this new year, there is still time to consider what God might be 
calling you to do this year and make the necessary steps to follow his call. If you haven’t set a 
resolution for this year in your small group or congregation, please do so. Common goals unite 
us as we seek to serve the newborn king. 

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her 
at nitac@sgaumc.com. 

 

18th annual Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat set for Feb. 28-March 1 

The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat is designed for 
students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides churches of all sizes an opportunity to 
connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. It will also include large group 
gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Space is limited to the first 500 completed registrations received. 

For more information, please contact Suzanne Akins, Director of Camping & Retreats, 
at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext 107. 

Registration is OPEN. Click here to register your church group. 

 

Bishop Bryan, delegation to share at Winter Conference  

During Winter Conference at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, Bishop Lawson Bryan 
and members of South Georgia’s General Conference delegation will participate in a panel 
discussion to share information, plans, and proposals related to the 2020 General Conference 



Session. One of the items they’ll discuss is the most recent proposal, “A Protocol for 
Reconciliation and Grace through Separation.”  

Church leaders are encouraged to attend Winter Conference for this discussion and to hear Len 
Wilson, Creative Director at St. Andrew UMC in Plano, Texas, lead the group in developing a 
framework for more effective communication. 

Flyer I Schedule I Online Registration 

 

Students to tour colleges, campus ministries during 2020 Campus Crawl 

Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, 2020, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade 
students to United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, 
high school students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and 
universities in Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university 
campuses. 

This year we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, 
Georgia Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory.  

Want to go? Sign up today! Click here for more information and to register 

 

Solomon Anticipates Praise 

Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of January 26, 2020  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: I Kings 8:54-66 and II Chronicles 7:4-9 
Key Verse: I Kings 8:57,58 
“May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he never leave us nor 
forsake us. May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him and keep the commands, 
decrees and laws he gave our ancestors.”  

Historical, theological, experiential background for study text: 

No king accomplished the political and spiritual accomplishments of Solomon. He was famed for 
creating the “Golden Age” of Israel’s prosperity. The northern area of the kingdom was united 
with the southern area of Judah, though some tension existed by having the temple located in the 
south as opposed to north. The territory of Israel was increased and other lands served as 
“puppet, tax-paying” lands. These taxes helped construct, maintain, and construct great 
structures in Israel reflecting their prosperity among the nations. The temple was dedicated about 



10 years into Solomon’s 40-year reign. In spite of our modern ability to build amazing structures 
it remains difficult to even image what Solomon and his artisans accomplished in building the 
temple. The beautiful stones, the ornate curtains, and the brass and gold-laden instruments would 
have been breath-taking. Even great timbers of cypress were hauled up and down various 
elevations to transport them to Mt. Zion. It would be accurate to state that the construction of the 
temple occupied Israel’s entire national life. Sadly, Solomon was creating alliances with foreign 
powers and especially through their foreign wives. Later Solomon will pay a great price for this 
type of expansion. The dedication of the temple closed with a 14-day celebration called the 
Festival of Tabernacles. The Festival of Tabernacles celebrated the fruit of the harvest. It was a 
perfect occasion to close the dedication of the temple, for the temple itself served as a metaphor 
of a great harvest. All of the labor, materials, supplies, and art collectively brought into existence 
the one structure that would serve as an expression of Israel’s life even as far into the future as 
70AD. Personally, I long for churches to celebrate all the gifts, graces, and works that helped 
accomplish some of their great ministries, ministries that would continue long into the future. 

What structures or ministries exist in your local church that involved many individuals over 
several years? Were they celebrated or dedicated upon their competition? Would it have helped 
for the entire church to gather and thank God for the great harvest of work that made the work 
possible? Do you believe the current generation, and future generations, will know and 
appreciate what God’s people did years earlier for the kingdom? 

Historical, theological, and experiential reflection on 1 Kings 8:54-66: 

I Kings 8: 54-56a 
We can easily forget the value of ritual to the people of the middle east, especially in Israel 
during Solomon’s day. Sadly, many today consider ritual boring, or speak it rote, almost without 
emotion. Remember, the Mosaic Law was kept in the care of the priests. The people were 
acquainted with the Law through the instruction of the priests. People did not possess copies of 
the Law in the home. They depended upon the teaching of their religious leaders. Thus, music 
and ritual were imperative in preserving the sacred truth given by God and learned by each 
generation. Ritual ensured that the sacred words of their prayers and psalms remained unchanged 
and were kept inviolate by the people. Not one iota of the Law, the psalms they sang, or the 
prayers they prayed should be altered. God’s truth was unchangeable and all care must be taken 
to ensure it remained ageless to God’s people. Solomon had opened the dedication with ritual 
and prayer and was closing in the same manner. His actions provided continuity between that 
which God started among them and that which God continued to accomplish among them. In 
verse 55 Solomon is so emphatic that the people hear the sacred prayers that he speaks loudly 
enough for all near to hear. The ritual did not always remain unchanged regarding every exact 
word, though they were extremely careful in seeking to do so. However, the ritual used in 
worship always contained the historical recitation of what God had done for Israel through 
Moses, Joshua, and David. The content of the repeated story was where the great value of ritual 
existed. As said by Rabbi Moshe Ben Naman, “That moment, when the entire nation experienced 



directly the presence of God, and heard his word, was the supreme moment of Jewish, and in fact 
of human, history.” The rituals used in special celebrations such as the dedication of the temple 
helped the people remember and internalize their all-important inspired history. It maintained a 
sense of accuracy and integrity about the story of God and his people. Remember, Christianity 
has a sacred history that needs to be told and repeated for all generations. Ritual helps ensure our 
story is shared with historical and spiritual integrity.  

Each Sunday, most churches engage in some expression of liturgy. Most often it is the liturgy 
that gives structure and meaning to the Eucharist. However, others read from the Psalter, and 
many recite the creeds of the church. They are passing to the next generation the story of God 
and his people in Christ, intact as it has been for more than 2,000 years. This action should never 
be taken lightly. 

As Solomon stands to address the people with their inspired history, he reminds them that God 
has brought them into the “rest” he promised. Their journey as a people had been long and 
trying, yet fulfilling. They were entitled to see God accomplish works they could never have 
imagined. Solomon now links their trek through the desert for 40 years, the conquest of Canaan 
under Joshua, and David’s conquering of Mt. Zion from the Jebusites. Now, the temple 
represents for Solomon the end of a journey. Of course, the Israel of God’s people is far from 
over. However, Solomon does recognize the completion of the temple in their own capital city as 
a significant point in their journey. The artisans, the laborers, the architects, and Solomon 
himself could now rest in what God has done for his people. From Moses’s history forward, not 
one word of God’s promise has failed. Thus, in essence, the people had always rested in God’s 
truth. God was going to complete what was promised and Israel would rest in faith with that 
certainty. Read Hebrews 1:4 concerning the promised rest of God for his people. Jesus is our 
ultimate rest in faith. He is the certainty that all God promised is true. Furthermore, the rest for 
the people of Jesus does have an ending from the journey in this life. It isn’t coincidental that the 
language we use when the Christian journey is over in this life often is “rest in peace,” or we 
claim they “pass from this life to the life to come.” The early American pioneers often 
understood the rest of God as “inheriting the land of promise.” Once again, Solomon has prayed 
for God to be near his people, as he was near their ancestors. Yet, it is a powerful prayer to ask 
that God be as near to us as he was to our ancestors. Remember, God was near when Abraham 
offered Isaac, God was near during the Exodus and at Sinai, God was near in the wilderness, and 
the crossing over the Jordon. Solomon is praying that God will remain as near as the redemptive 
Lord he was during their entire history. 

What does it mean to you to “rest in the Lord?” When did those moments occur when you felt at 
peace for a period of time? Does it bring you comfort that God is always moving you toward 
places of peace and rest in life? How do you understand rest in this life, and in the life to come? 
Do these understandings bring you comfort? 



I Kings 8:58  
The term “turn” is interesting in Solomon’s prayer. The Bible consistently offers choice. We 
choose to follow the Lord and his statutes or we follow our self-centered desires. Even Solomon 
understands that left to his own inclination, man and woman are tempted to follow their own 
choices and desires. Thus, Solomon understands that from the beginning we have needed that 
“prodding,” that “drawing” from the Lord toward the righteous. We are asked to turn toward the 
Lord’s truth as a new plant turns toward life-giving sunlight. Left to our ourselves, we easily find 
ourselves in the shade. Thus, he prays that we turn toward the Lord with our hearts and be 
truthful to his righteousness.  

How do you believe God “turns” you toward righteousness? What do you think it means for God 
to “draw” you toward godliness? Can you recall moments when you were very aware God was 
drawing you toward morality and away from secularism?  

It is also important to realize that the righteousness and moral decisions we follow are ancient. 
They are as old as the first requests of Adam and Eve, as Abraham and Sarah’s requests by God 
to walk in covenant, Moses’ life-giving Law on Sinai, and the expressions of law expressed by 
David and the other gifted psalmists. Now, Israel is to continue to walk in that same morality and 
godliness as all who came before.  

I Kings 8: 59  
Solomon now states an obvious spiritual truth. He prays that God will remain near, so near he 
hears their prayers day or night. Remember the words of the psalmist, “Our Lord neither 
slumbers nor sleeps.” (Psalm 121:4) 

I Kings 8:60-61  
In closing the rituals and festival as the temple is dedicated, Solomon speaks the one grand truth 
that Israel will neglect through the years. They were chosen to be the light of the world for the 
one, true God. Their calling is to ensure there is no other God to the world, that the one God is 
righteous. Furthermore, the world is to know the Israelite God is Lord through Israel’s consistent 
moral behavior and righteous life. The world should witness that above all nations, Israel lives 
differently. They live on a higher moral plane, a more noble life, and a life that loves God and in 
turn loves others.  

Why do you believe Israel was tempted to neglect other nations in spreading the goodness of the 
one true God? Was Israel’s behavior really reflective of God’s goodness, or had they become 
exclusive and omitted much of the Middle Eastern world? How do you think their neglect 
resulted in the future fall of the northern and southern divisions of the kingdom following 
Solomon’s death? What price did they pay for failing to evangelize the world with God’s truth 
and love? 

Summary  



The completion of the temple represented a major accomplishment. God has used so many with 
various gifts and graces. Now during the Festival of Tabernacles Solomon leads the people in 
remembering the completion of the temple was a harvest in its own right. All the work had come 
together and the greatest structure in Israel’s spiritual history had been completed. Ritual played 
an important role in Solomon’s service. Recalling their collective history and memorizing the 
events that gave the people identity were of extreme importance for temple worship and would 
be repeated for years. If the moral life of God’s people could remain turned toward godliness, 
with sincere worship at the temple site, the world could capture a vision of the one true God 
Israel worshipped and proclaimed. God is always near to them; now they must ensure they 
remain near to the Lord. 

Prayer  

Almighty God, our rich spiritual history astounds us with its grace and expressions of the 
miraculous. We celebrate this Epiphany that Jesus is the full expression of that history, the 
history that was, and is still to come. Teach us to walk by faith, trusting in the same faithfulness 
in which your people have trusted from the beginning. For, from your beginning for us, we will 
one day find the new beginning that awaits us in the Kingdom of God. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

Single-Minded Obedience  

Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 2, 2020  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11 
Key Verse: Matthew 4:10 
“Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me Satan! For it is written: Worship the Lord your God and 
serve him only.’” 

Lesson Aim: 

What purpose was served in the ministry of Jesus through the temptation in the wilderness? 
What responses to such temptations do we learn from Jesus’ responses to Satan?  

Historical, theological, and experiential background for study text: 

Temptation in the Bible implies a freedom of choice in which we can be faithful or unfaithful to 
God. Notice, the choices we face are not just the choices our culture offers, or the pleasure-



seeking behavior that seeks to tempt us daily. Primarily, our choice is to be faithful or unfaithful 
to the meaningful life God provided in Christ of our own benefit.  

The temptation of Jesus begins at the onset of his earthly ministry following his baptism by John 
the Baptist. The gospels want us to understand that before one can be faithful to God, to the point 
of ultimate sacrifice, one must be faithful to the truth, divine righteousness, and faithful to one’s 
true self as created by God.  

The temptation of Jesus lasts the important biblical numerical number of 40 days. The number 40 
was an important number in the Bible, often representing the completion of an important act 
required by God. Moses and the Israelites were tested for years in the wilderness as daily and 
yearly they were asked to choose God or self. Elijah withstood the terrible drought that lasted 40 
days as he lived at the Brook of Cherith. After his baptism, Jesus fasted 40 days in the wilderness 
in preparation for the ministry of suffering and life that awaited him. Forty days tested a man’s 
spiritual resolve, revealing the depth of his commitment to do the right thing for the right reason. 
Sadly, during the other occasions involving 40 years or days, God’s servants often failed as 
temptation weakened their commitment to God. However, Matthew wants us to clearly 
understand Jesus remained faithful and morally strong.  

As previously cited, the testing in the wilderness follows his baptism by John the Baptist. John’s 
baptism for Jesus meant that he had accepted the ministry of death and resurrection that awaited 
him as Messiah. He was not in need of repentance or forgiveness. Therefore, his baptism implied 
an event no other could know or experience as he did. His immersion in the Jordon implied his 
acceptance of death and burial, and arising from the water implied a new life that not even death 
could conquer. It is for this reason that God says, “This is my son in whom I am well pleased.” 
Could God not have been pleased with Jesus’ response to his baptism? The answer would be 
“yes,” or God’s statement would make little sense. Jesus could have chosen to avoid his baptism 
or accept it; after all, he had free will. Jesus “chose” to accept his messianic ministry of life and 
death. As he later said, “No man could take his life from him. He would give it away.” Read 
John 10:18. Thus, God was pleased with his painful choice that involved the redemption of the 
world.  

If one is going to make a commitment to God through baptism, that commitment will be tested to 
reveal its strength and the depth of commitment to God’s ministry on the part of the one 
baptized. Notice, Jesus faces his temptations alone with Satan in the wilderness. The great 
adversary confronts the Son of God with a myriad of lies; however, Jesus has only his own 
commitment, his own faith, and his own spiritual courage in facing this temptation. No other 
individual is present except for the presence of the Holy Spirit. Many are willing to battle 
temptation with others near, for it can boast of their character. I have witnessed many over the 
years do the right thing because the right people are watching. But few want to struggle against 
potent sin with only their conscience available, along with God’s Holy Spirit. Facing temptation 
alone calls for the greatest depths of moral courage. When others are around, we find comfort in 



knowing others see and respect our behavior. But how do we withstand temptation when the 
battle involves only our own inner strength in God? Would we act as strongly or courageously if 
no one saw the righteous moral choices we make? Would we withstand temptation for no other 
reason than it is the right thing to do, even if no other soul stands near? 

Each of us will face temptations for our faith. The commitments we make to follow Jesus are the 
most important decisions we face in life. Either our decision is sincere, or it isn’t. Either we 
choose it for convenience sake, or for spiritual devotion. Notice, this battle of temptation isn’t 
conducted in the presence of anyone other than Jesus, the Spirit, the Father, and Satan. The battle 
of temptation does not exist for us to prove to anyone that we deserve the title Christian. We do 
not need to become ensnared in the conflict of proving to others we are indeed worthy of 
belonging to Jesus. 

Perhaps one of the more interesting statements in Jesus’ temptations is the devil’s attempt to get 
Jesus to “prove himself.” It isn’t really Satan that we battle in temptation. After all, Satan has no 
power over us and the temptations he offers are all lies. Satan’s great deception is to get us to 
fight within ourselves. If Satan can get us to doubt our worthiness and dare us to prove our 
worthiness, we face temptation from a far weaker position. His temptations are asking us one 
major question, “Spiritually, of what are we made?” “Are we self-made men and women, or 
children made by the grace of God in Christ?” Just how strong is our commitment to Christ, and 
how well do we know ourselves? God has revealed who we are as his children, and especially 
who we are in Christ. A high price was paid on Golgotha to reveal our infinite worth to God, a 
worth of such great value no evil power in the world can devalue who we are. Therefore, to 
engage in a battle in which we attempt to prove we are stronger than evil is an exercise in futility. 
That battle has long been over. We are stronger than evil, and our character is indestructible by 
evil unless we yield our soul to it. Therefore, why fight that battle? We do not need to prove who 
we are in Christ. Jesus knew he was Messiah. God’s words, “This is my son in whom I am well 
pleased,” settled that issue. Jesus spiritually will battle one already declared powerless by God.  

As Christians we must never become ensnared in the battle of trying to prove we are worth 
bearing the name “Christian.” We have no power to prove the depth of righteousness that 
belongs to the Christian. We cannot manufacture our own spiritual power; instead, we walk 
faithfully in the spiritual power Jesus has already provided. Our calling is to live as one who has 
already inherited a life the devil cannot conquer. Notice how often the tempter begins his 
temptation with the statement, “If you are who you say you are . . .” This is his most deceptive 
trick and the only trick that can move us off the straight and narrow. We aren’t testing Satan in 
such a battle, we are “putting the Lord God to the test” and it is a test he has repeatedly won 
through covenant, righteousness, and love.  

Temptation confronts us all. However, who are you fighting? To whom are you attempting to 
prove you are worthy to belong to Jesus? What is the greatest strength you possess in facing 
temptation, and from where does it originate? What is the certain spiritual focus you can lose 



when you face taking on temptation alone? What words and actions most helped Jesus in his 
spiritual battle with temptation? 

Historical, theological, and experiential reflection on Mat. 4:1-11: 

All of the temptations offered Jesus were never Satan’s to give. What does this tell us about the 
nature of the temptations we all face? Jesus saw them for what they were, and from whom they 
were offered. His spiritual awareness of the nature of temptation empowered him to move from 
the wilderness victoriously and into the ministry that would redeem the world. It wasn’t Satan’s 
world to rule or give. It was God’s to give to us through love and grace. From the most basic 
human need of hunger, to the human lust for power, and the false confidence that we can protect 
ourselves from all danger, represent most all temptations offered in life, and all are false 
offerings. On the surface they appear attractive, yet in reality, suffering and struggle are a part of 
life. Hunger will always be a part of life, for some more than others. The temptation to gain 
power is always waiting to pounce, for we are repeatedly told we are little apart from the 
possession of power, and protection from pain and loss represent our greatest fears, for we 
witness or experience them regularly. Life must consist of more than what we hope we can 
avoid. Life must involve the meaning God has given to life regardless of the struggles life can 
bring. God accomplishes the amazing through suffering and struggle as unattractive as they may 
appear. The cross certainly serves as the ultimate example of this truth. Notice, Jesus ignored 
every temptation offered to make life easier, more powerful, and less painful. He knows that life 
can be found in and through what we try to avoid. It isn’t that God desires that we hurt and 
suffer. However, interactions with others in life are always going to lead to painful encounters. If 
I love my family, I am going to hurt for them at some point in our journey. But love will be 
worth the struggle. We love many in the world, and they love us. Thus, we will share love and 
sorrow together in life. Yet, Christ promises a day when all suffering loses its power. Read Rev. 
21. Thus, Christ ignores the temptations that make life sound rather simple and easy. He answers 
the questions for what they are: fallacy. The real answers to all such questions will be fulfilled 
when God’s kingdom comes in all of its glory.  

Do you understand the true nature of temptation? What helps you place temptations in proper 
perspective and strip them of fear? How did Jesus handle temptation in a manner from which we 
can learn? What is it we learn from struggle and pain that spiritually makes us stronger and 
endows us with a greater understanding of this life? What does the manner in which Jesus 
treated the temptations say about the life to come in God’s kingdom? What do you believe is 
being promised in Rev. 21? Read Romans 5 and ask, “What did Paul understand about struggle 
and the spiritual power of adversity?” How does Paul’s understanding in Romans 5 address the 
issue of choosing to believe the temptations that promise ease and less struggle in this life? How 
did Jesus live what Paul had taught in Romans 5 as he faced his personal temptations as 
Messiah? 

Summary 



There is no promise anywhere that pain, loss, and protection are promised facets of life. Life is 
what it is. It tests us, tries us, and allows us to experience God’s presence in Christ as we walk 
through difficulty together. Our great pains of today will become those things that produce 
character in our soul tomorrow. Life has everything to do with living in the image of Jesus, to 
respond to it as Jesus responds. We cannot know the fulness of the Christian life in Christ if we 
attempt to avoid struggle and those things in life that test. Yes, we will all walk through the 
wilderness, but the life of ministry awaiting us is beyond description, and the results it can 
accomplish are not in the hands of Satan, but only in God.  

Prayer 

Almighty God, we can easily fear those moments in life that test the soul. However, you are Lord 
of all, and nothing can occur to us that is beyond the scope of your grace and purpose. Thus, we 
trust you. As we face the wilderness, teach us to face the power of the character you have given 
us in Christ as we confront the powerless temptations that possess no truth. You are truth, your 
life is truth, and your power in our life is true. Now teach us to walk in that powerful confidence. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

What about cheating?  

Dr. Hal Brady 

In recent days, I’ve read several articles on the accusation of cheating in three sports: baseball, 
golf, and football (infractions). And these are certainly not the only sports who have issues with 
this kind of accusation either in the past or present. 

However, with the three sports currently involved this time, a baseball manager and general 
manager lost their jobs, a golfer has a cloud of suspicion hanging over his head, and several 
football programs are treading on thin ice. 

With all the glamour of modern-day sports, why does something like this happen? Possibly one 
reason is our cultural insistence on winning. Common knowledge is that if you don’t win, you hit 
the road. 

Another possibility for cheating is plain old-fashioned greed. Truth is, very few so-called losers 
tend to draw top salaries. Just doesn’t happen. 

But then another reason for cheating has something to do with character or more to the point, the 
lack of it. For the rest of this article, I want to address the subject of character or integrity. 

I simply cannot over-emphasize the importance of character. As traditionally understood, from 
the Hebrews and Greeks forward, character is the inner form that makes anyone or anything what 
it is. 



As others have pointed out, character is what you are in the dark. It is who you are when no one 
is looking. Character is being who your dog thinks you are. 

Chuck Swindoll, minister, theologian and author, said that for years he served on the board of the 
Dallas Theological Seminary with the late Tom Landry, legendary coach of the Dallas Cowboys. 
On one occasion, while the board was talking about the importance of character among young 
men and women going into the ministry, Coach Landry leaned over and said, “You know, 
Chuck, for the Cowboys, when we draft men for our team, we look for five things, and the first is 
character. 

And Swindoll responded, “Well, let me ask you something, a hard question. What if you find a 
terrific athlete who lacks character? 

Landry said, “Chuck, that’s easy. We don’t draft him.” 

So why does character matter anyway? Of the many reasons, I only want to mention three. 

First, we see what happens when character is absent! We’ve seen business corruption, wholesale 
cheating, massive problems of crime, athletic miscues, political dishonesty, religious scandals, 
greedy self-interest, unthinking prejudice, and all sorts of mediocrity. 

Second, there is the vital importance of character to leadership! So far from being a cliché, 
character in leaders is critically essential for two distinct reasons. Externally, character provides 
the point of trust that links leaders with followers. And internally, character is the leader’s first 
prompting to do good and the last barrier against doing wrong. 

Third, character matters because it has to do with the impending presence of God! In plain truth, 
God intends that we be people of character. If not, why the deliverance at the Red Sea, the Ten 
Commandments at Sinai, the Old Testament prophets, the incarnation in the babe of Bethlehem, 
the cross that Jesus died upon, Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, the coming of the Holy Spirit, 
the kingdom of God, the church, the forgiveness of sins, the hope of humankind. 

On the wall of Harvard Divinity School are carved these words, “Acquaint thyself with deity.” If 
we do that we’ll understand God’s call to the hero or heroine within us – God’s call to character. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries 
(halbradyministries.com).  

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays - January 2020 
 
1/01 – Cindy H. Autry: 2958 Roswell Lane; Columbus, GA 31906  
1/01 – James Hancock: 4360 Manor Millwood Rd. S; Manor, GA 31550  
1/01 – Larry Roberts: 12 Foxfire Estates Circle; Waynesville, NC 28785  
1/01 – Dan Robinson: 222 N. Bobby St.; Lenox, GA 31637  
1/02 – Sharon Loyley: 1544 Harris Ridge Rd.; Young Harris, GA 30582 



1/03 – Marcus Tripp: 3791 Overlook Dr.; Macon, GA 31204  
1/04 – John Harrington: 4820 Oak Arbor Dr.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
1/06 – Joyce Harris: 111 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
1/07 – Tommy Martin, III: 606 Chastain Place; Macon, GA 31210  
1/08 – Kenneth Banker: 220 W. Pecan St.; Surrency, GA 31563  
1/08 – Ernie Rogers: 1803 Pineknoll Lane; Albany, GA 31707  
1/08 – Gary Starrett: PO Box 113; Bolingbroke, GA 31004  
1/11 – V.L. Daughtery, Jr.: 3713 Bermuda Run; Valdosta, GA 31605  
1/12 – Eddie Braswell: 1110 Moore Dr.; Americus, GA 31709  
1/12 – Grady Vance: 127-B Nina Dr.; Eatonton, GA 31024  
1/13 – Randy Nease: 195 Zipperer Rd.; Guyton, GA 31312 
1/15 – Gary Morris: 2445 Jacqueline Circle; Moultrie, GA 31768 
1/16 – J. Brooks Partain: 206 Eckles Rd.; Americus, GA 31719-2118  
1/17 – Ed Ellington: 675 Arthur Wolfe Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
1/18 – Steve Rumford: 130 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
1/21 – Billy Wicker, Jr.: 400 Ridgecrest Rd.; E. Dublin, GA 31021  
1/22 – Tom Davis, Jr.: 155 Twin Creek Ct.; Athens, GA 30605  
1/24 – Joe Dunagan: PO Box 1903; Bristol, VA 24203  
1/25 – Frank Harris: 312 Brim Dr.; Macon, GA 31220  
1/27 – James Ford: 1751 G 8th St. NW; Hickory, NC 28601  
1/27 – Bill Jones: 106 Hilldale Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
1/30 – Harold Feightner: 107 Harvest Point; Warner Robins, GA 31088 
1/30 – Holland Morgan: 2 E. 62nd Street; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

Scripture Readings – Jan. 21 

Jan. 26 
Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4 
Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758) 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
Matthew 4:12-23 

Feb. 2 
Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Micah 6:1-8 
Psalm 15 (UMH 747) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Matthew 5:1-12 

Feb. 9 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833) 



1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
Matthew 5:13-20 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 1/21/2020 edition 

ERT Basic Training, Pooler – Jan. 25 
Be prepared to respond to the next disaster. Early response training covers the basics of early 
disaster response, including roof tarping, cleaning out damaged homes, spiritual and emotional 
care, team protocols, and more. The purpose of the training is to prepare our United Methodist 
volunteers to do good and do no harm. Cost is $25. At the training, participants will receive an 
ERT training manual and, upon completing the course, will receive an UMCOR ID Badge and a 
conference ERT t-shirt. Lunch is provided. An UMCOR background check is required before 
receiving a badge. Information for submitting background checks will be sent to 
participants. This class, scheduled for Saturday, January 25, 2020, will be hosted by Trinity 
UMC (320 Benton Dr.; Pooler GA 31322). The class runs from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Register here 

Leadership Tour, Hinesville FUMC – Jan. 26  
Leaders all across the South Georgia Conference have answered the call to serve in their local 
church setting. As a faithful member of your congregation, we know you want to serve and serve 
well! To help equip and empower you in your ministry role, the 2020 Leadership Tour will offer 
practical teaching and resources to both inspire you and help you lead with confidence. This free 
event is sponsored by the Office of Connectional Ministries. www.sgaumc.org/leadershiptour  

Winter Conference – Jan. 26-29 
Len Wilson, Creative Director at St. Andrew UMC, a large church in Plano, Texas, will be our 
keynote speaker. He is a storyteller and expert strategist in communications and creativity in 
church life. After GC 2019, each church will need a clear, concise, creative, and compelling 
message and brand to effectively communicate who they are and where they stand. Len will lead 
us through a comprehensive process to develop and implement your own strategy while 
improving all phases of communication and creativity in your ministry. He will also share his 
insights on church growth as the compiler of the list of the Top 25 Fastest Growing United 
Methodist Large Churches. Len is author of the book “Think Like A Five Year Old.” More 
information 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Perry – Jan. 31-Feb. 1 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 



ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Jan. 31 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 1 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Vashti Day – Feb. 2 
Every local church in South Georgia is encouraged to receive a special offering to support the 
ministry of The Vashti Center, Inc. To learn more about Vashti and its great ministry, 
visit www.vashti.org.  

Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Pelham – Feb. 7-8 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 7 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 8 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Hand Memorial 
UMC. Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking the Advanced Class. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

2020 Annual Multicultural Luncheon – Feb. 8 
The fourth Annual Multicultural Luncheon will be held Feb. 8 from noon-2 p.m. at St. Peter 
UMC in Columbus. The 2020 theme is “Alive Together in Christ, Witness.” The luncheon will 
celebrate the gifts God has provided in the South Georgia Conference through its local churches 
as well as the service the gifts and talents provide for the churches and communities. There is a 
small cost of $6 for lunch. Register here. The workshop presenter is Rev. Dr. Ken Walden, 
President and Dean of Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta. Dr. Walden will present from 
his book, “Practical Theology for Church Diversity, A Guide for Clergy and Congregations.” 
The book teaches on cross-racial pastoral ministry and multicultural ministry endeavors and how 
sacred spaces within Christian churches can have a meaningful witness through diversity in their 
particular locations. While skillfully informing, gently challenging, and respectfully questioning 
some widespread components of church life along demographic lines, it focuses on pragmatic 
approaches to cross-cultural pastoral ministry and multicultural ministry for readers to utilize. 
For more information, contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. The 2020 
Multicultural (MC) Luncheon is sponsored by The Office of Connectional Ministries and hosted 
by the 2020 MC Luncheon Design Team. 



Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 9 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 
Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - 
visit www.andrewcollege.edu. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 16 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information. You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 20 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years 
for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 
ministers, appointed lay speakers). The Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, Feb. 20 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Ellaville – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Ellaville UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 



Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Perry – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads 
UMC in Perry. Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking the Advanced 
Class. Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 23 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form.  

2020 Campus Crawl – Feb. 27-29 
Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade students to 
United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, high school 
students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and universities in 
Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. This year 
we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, Georgia 
Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory. Want to go? Sign up now! Click here 
for more information and to register. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, McRae – Feb. 28-29 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 



ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 28 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 29 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at McRae UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – Feb. 29 – March 1 
The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat is designed for 
students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides churches of all sizes an opportunity to 
connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship.  It will also include large group 
gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Space is limited to the first 500 completed registrations received. Not meant to be the only 
confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a 
church is or will be doing. Click here for more information. 

 


