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Bishop Bryan: Reflections at the Wesley Monument at Fort Pulaski 

On Feb. 6, 1736, after sailing four months to get from England to America, John Wesley, 
Charles Wesley, General Oglethorpe, and others landed on Cockspur Island off the coast of 
Savannah. A monument marks the location. 

“One of the things we learn historically is that none of what Wesley really thought was going 
happen actually happened,” Bishop Bryan said in a video from Fort Pulaski, erected on the site 
where Wesley and the others landed. “In his diary, on the way back to England, Wesley called 
himself a fair-weather Christian. This is a very dejected John Wesley.” 

But, Bishop Bryan said, John Wesley’s experience can remind people that, no matter one’s 
circumstances, God is always present and at work. 

Not long after Wesley experiences in Georgia, he returned home to England, had his Aldersgate 
experience, and wrote, “I found my heart strangely warmed.” 

“What Wesley’s story teaches us is that God is at work. God was powerfully at work in John 
Wesley’s life,” Bishop Bryan said. “Let us be confident as United Methodists, that in whatever 
time, in whatever season, whatever may be occurring in our lives, we can stand right here, with 
our feet where Wesley stood, and we can stand with John Wesley, in the confidence that God is 
at work in our lives, that we are headed toward the kind of heartwarming experiences that will 
renew and refresh us for God’s service.” 

Every Feb. 6 – and the Sunday before and the Sunday after – Bishop Bryan asks each South 
Georgia United Methodist to remember how God worked in John Wesley’s life. 

“I invite us to remember in our congregations, in our worship, and in our lives personally, the 
confidence of the story of John Wesley and how God was involved when Wesley didn’t even 
know it, and how it can bring confidence to us,” Bishop Bryan said. 

“In the South Georgia Conference, we move forward in the confidence that what God started 
here in 1736 God is going to continue in each of our lives, and may we also invite others to join 
us in this Wesleyan United Methodist journey, living confidently as children of God.” 

Watch the video 

 

South Georgia UMs continue to give despite denominational discord 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

In a year of heightened uncertainty and denominational discord, South Georgia United 
Methodists continued to faithfully give. 



While total apportionment giving is down slightly from 2018, giving to conference and district 
askings was close to 2018 levels. General church apportionment giving was down significantly 
compared to 2018 levels. 

Overall apportionment payments for 2019 were at 87 percent, compared to 89.5 percent in 2018. 
The Northeast and Southwest Districts led in overall percentage of apportionments paid, paying 
98.32 percent and 93.6 percent, respectively. 

Local congregations understand that the majority of apportionments stay in their districts and the 
conference, and the strong giving shows that, conference leaders say. 

“We are grateful for the strong investment of our churches in our conference ministry,” said Dr. 
Derek McAleer, Director of Administrative Services. “Our conference askings do ministry right 
here in South Georgia. Our churches love our retired pastors and care for disabled clergy. 
Congregations continue to serve in their own communities, to reach out with new churches and 
Hispanic ministries, and to keep our campus ministries going. We want to keep our own 
evangelistic work going here in South Georgia, no matter what is happening somewhere else.” 

Apportionment giving is one of the many ways United Methodists show their connection with 
each other and their communities, supporting United Methodist efforts such as campus 
ministries, camps and retreats, new church starts, and the revitalization of established churches. 

And they extend the conference’s ministry beyond the bounds of South Georgia through such 
efforts as the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), the General Board of Global 
Ministries (GBGM), and Africa University. 

In addition to apportionment giving, South Georgia United Methodists gave $81,597 in gifts for 
approved Special Sundays and $460,052 in advance specials and other missional giving.  

“I thank our District Superintendents and Bishop for their hard work relating to pastors and local 
church leaders this past year,” Dr. McAleer said. “With so much going on, it can be easy to lose 
focus on the day-to-day ministry. I’m so appreciative of our pastors and church leaders who are 
leading our churches.” 

 

Bishop Bryan, delegation discuss Protocol, future 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

During a Winter Conference panel discussion, Bishop Bryan and several members of South 
Georgia’s 2020 General Conference delegation shared their thoughts about the recently released 
Protocol of Grace & Reconciliation Through Separation, the possible future of the South Georgia 
Conference, and General Conference 2020. 

Held Wednesday, Jan. 29 at Nalls Auditorium at Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island, 
much of the dialogue focused on the Protocol. 



“The Protocol is a framework for conversation,” Bishop Bryan said as he began the discussion. 
“This is a work in progress. The cake is not baked yet.” 

He reminded those gathered that legislation is forthcoming and work still needs to be done. 

“Every annual conference is the basic body of the Church,” he said. “We get to decide what it 
means to be South Georgia. We are going to write our own story in South Georgia.” 

In the waiting, he said, there are things than can be done now. He urged laity and clergy to lead 
with clarity, confidence, and conviction.  

“The majority of South Georgia wants to maintain unity, to stay together as South Georgia,” he 
said. “Lead with clarity and conviction. Keep focus on the greatness of God and the centrality of 
Christ.”  

Rev. Doreen Smalls, superintendent of the Southwest District, echoed Bishop Bryan’s 
sentiments. She hopes that, in the midst of the denominational strife, South Georgia United 
Methodists keep doing what they’re called to do. 

“I hope that we continue to make disciples of Christ and reflect the character of Christ,” she said. 

Several other panel members voiced their agreement. 

“I think there will be some sort of separation,” said delegate Rev. Jay Hanson, who also serves as 
pastor of The Chapel Ministries and executive director of Congregational Development. “But I 
hope that we will reflect Christ in our actions.” 

Bishop Bryan and the delegation fielded questions from Winter Conference attendees from the 
North Georgia, Florida, and South Georgia Conferences. Gathering together and having 
meaningful dialogue is important, Bishop Bryan said.  

“Because of where we are as a denomination, with so much on our plates and important 
decisions coming, a gathering like this is exactly what we need,” he said. “We need to be with 
each other in the same room, hearing each other’s questions. This is part of our work as an 
annual conference. We’re planning for our future by coming together, considering what’s before 
us, and understanding it the best way we can.”  

While there was talk of separation, Bishop Bryan urged everyone to be calm, listen to one 
another, and focus on Christ.  

“South Georgia is greatly blessed by having a devotion to being together as an annual 
conference, an appreciation for our heritage, and a desire for our future to be one that’s united,” 
he said. “We are all asking, ‘How will anything that happens affect me? How can we remain 
united?’ The very act of coming together is beginning to help us think collectively about our 
future and that’s what we’re doing.”  

Watch a video of the panel discussion 

 



SEJ heads of delegations affirm Protocol 

The clergy and lay heads of Southeastern Jurisdiction (SEJ) General Conference delegations 
released a statement last week affirming the work done on the “Protocol of Grace & 
Reconciliation Through Separation” {link}. They also recommended the Protocol be among the 
first legislative items considered by General Conference 2020. {link}  

Heads of delegations from 14 of the 15 conferences of the SEJ signed onto the statement, with 26 
lay and clergy heads of delegations supporting and signing it. 

“One of the reasons I support the Protocol is because the alternative is so unhealthy,” said Rev. 
Jim Cowart, the clergy head of South Georgia Conference’s delegation. “If we don’t separate 
peacefully, there will likely be increased fighting, increased anger, and frustration from all sides. 
This fighting distracts us from the Great Commission. I’m sad, but I’m getting excited too; 
excited about moving into something new and fresh … plowing new ground and exploring new 
trails for the Kingdom.” 

Read the statement here  

 

Lean in 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Traveling 6,465 miles together really gives you an opportunity to get to know your companions. 
That is the privilege I had in leading the recent Holy Land pilgrimage with 90 South Georgia 
laity and clergy. On this journey to the heart of our faith we never felt like tourists; we referred to 
ourselves as pilgrims. We began each day by singing, “This is the day that the Lord has made; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it.” And at each place we visited we read scripture related to that 
location and considered what it means for us today. Then we sang our faith using the words of 
hymns that are written upon our hearts. 

In addition to great photos and wonderful memories, I also brought home several insights that are 
helpful to me in preparing for General Conference 2020. On our first day in Israel we went to 
Caesarea. Our group sat in the ancient Roman amphitheater and looked toward the 
Mediterranean Sea. I drew our attention to the story of Peter and Cornelius found in Acts. 10. 
Neither the Jew (Peter) nor the Gentile (Cornelius) had a clue as to why they each received a 
vision directing them to come together. But as Peter shared the story of Jesus, the Holy Spirit fell 
upon the Gentiles and they were baptized into the Christian faith. Peter and Cornelius realized 
that God was doing more than they could ask or imagine. This reminds me of some lines from 
Tennyson’s poem, In Memoriam: 



Our little systems have their day 
They have their day and cease to be 
They are but broken lights of thee 
And thou, O Lord, are more than they. 

Peter was part of the Jewish system. Cornelius, a centurion, was part of the Roman system. They 
discovered that God is greater than each of their systems. A helpful reminder to us: our little 
systems have their day and their place. Let us make them as effective as possible. But let us 
never forget that God is greater than all our systems. Let us lean into the greatness of God in all 
we do. 

A second insight emerged as we constantly saw many other groups who had come to the Holy 
Land. We met Christians from India, Nigeria, Australia, and Korea, just to name a few. One 
member of our group noted, “The Bible says crowds followed Jesus. Well, we can tell the folks 
back home that crowds are still following Jesus. They have come from all over the world.” 

Two thousand years have come and gone, and Jesus is still the central figure in human history. 
Jesus is more interesting than our groups and our gripes. He is the attraction in the Christian 
faith. At the Tulane University Wesley Foundation, our call to worship often included this line: 
Jesus is more liberal than all the liberals and more conservative than all the conservatives. In 
today’s language: Jesus is more progressive than all the progressives and more traditional than 
all the traditionalists. Crowds do not come to hear our schemes and our debates. They come to 
see Jesus. Let us lean into the centrality of Jesus. 

A third insight involves Carolyn Barber, a faithful member of Mulberry St. UMC (along with her 
husband of 50 years, Dr. Russ Barber). Because he had been there years ago, Russ knew that 
such a pilgrimage is a powerful way to deepen our experience of the Christian faith. That is why 
he encouraged Carolyn to make this journey. The spiritual maturity of the group was revealed in 
a striking way when Carolyn suffered a heart attack as we walked through Bethlehem. Group 
members sprang into action and worked diligently to care for her until the ambulance arrived. 
The Palestinian hospital personnel were kind and thoughtful to those who accompanied her to the 
hospital and who were the first to learn that she had died. That evening we gathered at the hotel 
to share our grief, to minister to one another, and to pray for Carolyn’s family back home. Then, 
a member of our group told of seeing a dark-skinned finger, most likely a Palestinian, reaching 
through the crowd on the sidewalk and making the sign of the cross on Carolyn’s forehead. A 
reminder to us that we were traveling under the Sign of the Cross. 

A reminder that in life, in death, and in life after death, Carolyn was not alone. And we are not 
alone. God is with us. Through this experience I discovered that I was traveling with spiritual 
giants from South Georgia. The Christian faith is real and our people have the spiritual capacity 
to deal with whatever may come to us. Let this be a reminder that, before and after General 
Conference 2020, we have that same spiritual strength. All those years of prayer, Bible study, 



worship, fellowship, and service – all those years have equipped us to travel together into God’s 
future, which will be more than we could ask or imagine. Whatever may happen, we will take 
care of each other. Let us lean into the spiritual strength of the South Georgia Conference.  

The conference leadership and I will continue providing resources to prepare for General 
Conference 2020 and for our 2020 South Georgia Annual Conference session. But our most 
important resource is you – the family of faith. Let us lean into the greatness of God, the 
centrality of Jesus, and the spiritual strength of the South Georgia Conference.  

Alive Together in Witness, 

R. Lawson Bryan 

 

18th annual Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat set for Feb. 28-March 1 

The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat is designed for 
students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides churches of all sizes an opportunity to 
connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship. It will also include large group 
gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Space is limited to the first 500 completed registrations received. 

For more information, please contact Suzanne Akins, Director of Camping & Retreats, 
at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 638-8626 ext 107. 

Registration is OPEN. Click here to register your church group. 

 

Students to tour colleges, campus ministries during 2020 Campus Crawl 

Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, 2020, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade 
students to United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, 
high school students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and 
universities in Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university 
campuses. 

This year we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, 
Georgia Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory.  

Want to go? Sign up today! Click here for more information and to register 

 

God-honoring Piety  



Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 9, 2020  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 6:1-8 
Secondary study text for reading: Ecclesiastes 5:1-6 
Key Verse: Matthew 6:1 
Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do you 
will have no reward in heaven.  

Lesson Goal:  

To note and understand the stark distinction Jesus makes between self-serving acts of piety and 
acts that humbly honor God. 

Foreword:  

Today’s lesson is structured differently for study. The lesson manual does a great service in 
addressing the various subjects Jesus addressed in the Sermon on the Mount. This lesson is less 
about “what we do” and is much more related to “why we do it.” After the background, we will 
examine the theological and experiential teaching of Jesus in this profound moral statement in 
Matthew 6. Thus, headings are used rather than examining each verse individually. The heading 
and our study of the heading includes reflections on the verses used in the lesson manual.  

Theological, geographical, and experiential background for study: 

Matthew 5-7 is recognized by most as the Sermon on the Mount. One of the ways to think of this 
message is to ask, “What would life be like should God’s Kingdom fully become a reality on 
earth as it is in heaven?” The Sermon on the Mount is really a description of Jesus’ own 
character and the manner in which he conducted his life. In other words, this is not a “do like I 
tell you” sermon; this is a “do as I do.” Jesus equates the morality of this sermon with the 
Kingdom of God. When God reigns, this is what life is like and what it means.  

Let’s think for a moment of who is listening to his sermon. The masses of ordinary Galilean 
people represent the greater number in his audience. However, some of the religious leaders and 
powerful religious lawyers are very near, most likely standing in places that allow them to be 
easily seen. Their intent is to trap Jesus with his own words, attempting to accuse him of 
violating the Law. However, the uneducated Galileans are fascinated and interested. No one has 
ever talked to them as Jesus, and certainly no one has preached what Jesus preaches. He actually 
speaks to them as though they matter, because they do. Imagine the setting of sitting on a flat 
plain near the Sea of Galilea and hearing words that literally shook their world. Usually, it is the 
sea that provides them with food and life. Today, Jesus is the one giving them a holy food and 
offering a remarkable life. This sermon is considered one of the most moral statements ever 



made by a religious leader of any religion. One very liberal theologian considered Jesus’ moral 
and ethical teaching so noble and high it could only have been because they were preparing for 
the end of the world. No, Jesus’ teaching was for the world, and especially for the daily world of 
men and women from every station of life.  

The God-honoring piety that unites 

To gain an adequate understanding of the setting we need to also understand the theological, 
social and economic dynamics Jesus was addressing. We should never make the mistake of 
assuming that people who do well in life only succeed through greed or ambition. Everyone has 
different gifts and graces and roles that we fulfill in life. However, there existed a theological 
belief in Jesus’ day that separated the wealthy and powerful from the masses. I have cited this 
belief in prior lessons. It is the Retribution Principle. It simply means that people believed if you 
were wealthy, healthy, and powerful it was because you were righteous. You and your family 
had kept the law and prospered. However, the inverse was believed to be true. If you or your 
family were poor, sick, and a member of the masses it was because you had not gained the favor 
of God. This distinction separated the people into classes and social groups. The wealthy 
Pharisees, Sadducees, and political leaders looked down upon the masses in condescension. Most 
of the well-educated Jews lived near the temple and in Jerusalem. However, the Galilean were 
perceived as blue-collar and uneducated. The Galilean people looked upon the powerful with 
mistrust. The powerful looked upon the Galilean’s as lacking and morally weak. Of course, there 
were always exceptions. Still, the world of Jesus was extremely divided, and having the Romans 
occupy a land they considered to be their own added to the hostility.  

The Sermon on the Mount went right to the heart of the division and the need for a higher 
morality that every man and woman could embrace and enjoy.  

What does the Sermon on the Mount have to say about the divisions we recognize today? What 
are those divisions, and what makes them possible? How does the Kingdom help eradicate them? 

God-honoring piety and godly motivation 

Ours is not a culture that highly values humility and silent obedience. Even the term “trash talk” 
has become a phrase employed by our culture in relation to sports. A man once asked me what a 
person could do to help their pastor conduct their eulogy one day. My answer that day is the 
same answer I would now give. “Live in such a manner that everyone is already familiar with the 
righteous and pious acts I would love to share with those in attendance.”  

This lesson is part of the Sermon on the Mount. It isn’t just concerned with the moral and ethical 
acts we choose; it is equally concerned with the spirit in which we do them. Acts of charity will 
eventually be known, for they involve lives and especially the lives of the needy. However, we 
should do them as though we want no one to know of them but God. It is helpful to ask 
ourselves, “Would I do this act of piety or morality if no one saw it or ever learned of it?” I have 



listened to many stewardship sermons, and given too many of my own, that claim we are blessed 
when we give to Jesus. But this isn’t “the Kingdom” reason for giving. We give because it is the 
right thing. It is a high, noble, joyful meaningful act that is done because it is right, moral, and 
gives life. Is there blessing associated with giving? Certainly. However, Jesus isn’t addressing 
what we do and what we gain by doing charity. He is addressing “Why we do them!”  

We have many statements and accounts from the gospels that describe the moral acts and 
teachings of Jesus. Yet, from the Sermon on the Mount we can assume Jesus did so many others 
about which no one knows. John wrote that he could not write a tome large enough to contain all 
that Jesus said and did.  

We live in a culture that places a high value on attention and fame. Can you name a recent act 
by yourself or another in which it was obvious the act was not done for self? When you are 
alone, make a list of the charitable acts in which you have recently participated and ask, “Why 
did I do it?” If there was reward associated with the action, ask, “What was that reward?” And, 
“Is it the kind of reward Jesus preached in Matthew?” 

God-honoring piety and the Kingdom of God 

The Sermon on the Mount is also referred to as the Kingdom of God. We often mistakenly 
associate God’s Kingdom as a place. The eternal and transcendent cannot be bound or defined by 
human definitions or limitations. The Kingdom always transcends our best and highest 
expressions of beauty and joyful morality. As previously cited, The Sermon on the Mount is 
actually a great description of Jesus’ character. It represents who he is and why he did what he 
did and does what he does.  

A quiet, humble, righteous life is the Kingdom of God within us. It represents the very character 
of Jesus indwelling the human soul. The Kingdom isn’t a place where we go after death. It is a 
manner of living while in this world, a manner that can bring the highest joy and meaning. After 
living in God’s Kingdom here, we pass into the eternal which is far beyond our imagination.  

Prior to this lesson, have you equated or associated moral and ethical action with the Kingdom 
of God? How do you define the Kingdom of God? Where do you see the Kingdom of God alive 
and moving in the world today? How is Jesus’ moral behavior and the Kingdom associated?  

God-honoring piety and reward 

Jesus said people who say their prayers on street corners or give in public “already have their 
reward.” What is that reward? The reward is the reward most people want in this life. 
Recognition for selfish reasons. But this is not the reward the Christian desires. Our reward is the 
opposite. Yes, people will eventually learn of our piety, but the only recognition we would ever 
desire is that it was life giving, it was the character of Jesus in us as a gift. The reward of piety is 
the joy of being able to be pious.  



We live in this world, but also in an “unseen world.” The acts of the Kingdom are seen, but the 
deep, truly moral motivation is seen only by God. Jesus taught that giving is so intimate and 
personal the right hand would not know of the actions of the left. 

Our reward is a reward much of the world doesn’t understand. Its highest expression would 
become the cross of Jesus. The world saw what happened, but not the unseen redemption of the 
world occurring. It makes no sense for one to suffer and die so the world would know how 
deeply its creator loves them. But our faith isn’t sensible, it is foolish to the world. It isn’t 
sensible, but it is real and powerful and transformative.  

Living as Jesus lived, and for the reason he lived is its own reward. The privilege of talking to 
God is its own reward. The privilege of suffering for another to understand how deeply they are 
loved is its own reward. Again, the world will always struggle to understand the concept of 
reward as taught by Jesus.  

On a simple level, Jesus is confronting hypocrisy. Confronting hypocrisy was something 
everyone could understand. But not everyone can understand doing something moral and ethical 
because we find our reward in living like Jesus.  

How would you previously have defined “reward” as related to Christian action? What is the 
great danger in seeking reward as defined by the values of our culture? What is the great benefit 
of seeking God’s reward? 

Summary: 

Motivation was an extremely important issue for Jesus. Christianity begins in the heart, and then 
the heart creates outer action. Jesus clearly taught it is the way we think in our heart and the 
motivation of the heart that has everything to do with Christian living. It is for this reason that he 
asked that we not judge another. The judging begins in our own heart. And, it begins with me 
asking one basic, important question, “Why do I do what I do?” Read the entire Sermon on the 
Mount and notice the moral courage Jesus possessed in preaching it, and the great cost to him 
when he lived it. 

Prayer: 

Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of your Kingdom. Empower us to understand the beauty 
and life that is offered in selfless giving. Teach us to be a people of the heart, so that our reward 
is found in pleasing you above all. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

Kingdom-Seeking Prayer 



Winter Quarter: Honoring God  

Sunday school lesson for the week of February 16, 2020  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Lesson Scripture: Matthew 6:9-15 
Key Verse: Matthew 6:10 
Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Lesson Aim: 

To understand the historical significance of the Lord’s Prayer, its role in Jesus’ ministry, and its 
significant content. 

Historical, Geographical, and Experiential Background for Text: 

In moments of distress and crisis a large number of people, even the unchurched, will pray the 
Lord’s prayer. On Easter Sunday 2007 it was estimated that more than 2 billion people prayed 
this prayer. Often many do not know how to pray and will recite this ancient prayer of the church 
for comfort and hope. For some, this prayer has an inherent power of its own. When people 
encounter an experience that feels dark or of the occult they will often pray the Lord’s Prayer as 
a powerful tool against evil.  

This dear prayer has been an important part of Christian worship from the beginning. Before 
people had access to Scripture they depended upon memorized creeds and prayers. This prayer 
was considered the highest of all prayers for it was the prayer “Jesus taught us.” Today it is an 
important part of the liturgy in a worship service. Personally, I never conduct a funeral without 
the family and congregation praying the Lord’s Prayer together. There is comfort in praying 
together, and this prayer is one that is well known and meaningful. 

The Lord’s Prayer is recorded in two places in the synoptic gospels. This fact leads us to 
understand that the prayer was most likely used more than once by Jesus and the early church. It 
is recorded by Luke, the Gentile doctor, and Matthew, the Jewish tax collector. Luke records it in 
Luke 11. In the context of Luke, the prayer is offered as a model of prayer for the disciples, who 
have asked Jesus to “teach us to pray.” It is probably from this passage in Luke that the Lord’s 
Prayer became a prayer used in community worship and by individuals who were in adversity 
but didn’t know how to pray but had heard the prayer in Christian worship. However, in 
Matthew 6 the prayer is part of a larger context: the Sermon on the Mount. In Matthew it is a 
“Kingdom Prayer” and compliments Jesus’ teaching on the Kingdom of God recorded in 
Matthew 5-7. Remember, the Sermon on the Mount is a proclamation that the Kingdom of God 
is present in the person of Jesus, will be personified in the church who will live the Kingdom in 
the world, and will one day be fully ushered into human existence when he returns. Therefore, 
the prayer isn’t just a model for praying in Matthew. It is a prayer that teaches us something 



about God’s Kingdom. When we pray this prayer, we are praying for the Kingdom to manifest 
itself on earth and for us to live in the Kingdom as fully as possible. We are praying, “Lord, let 
me believe and do all the basic things needed for me to live in your Kingdom and reflect your 
Kingdom in my life until it fully comes at your return.” 

Reflection upon the Meaning and Teaching of the Prayer for the Individual Christian and 
the Christian community. 

“Our Father” 
Once again, we notice that most messages in Scripture are addressed to the community in 
contrast to only the individual. God is the God of all. We are all his children. The title “father” 
also implies our interconnectedness. He is “our father.” Most often, God was referred to with 
titles such as creator, Lord, the holy one. Yet, Jesus chooses this highly personal title. It is the 
title with which he himself addressed God. Even while dying he prayed, “Father forgive them.” 
Jesus wants us to understand that through him we can know and experience God in the most 
personal manner. We live in God’s Kingdom together. Therefore, our prayers should always 
consider their affect upon our Christian family and others in the world. And, those in relationship 
with Christ understand the great privilege of speaking to God using the parental address “father.” 
For most, parental addresses of God allow us to connect with God on a most intimate level. 
There are few relationships more intimate and meaningful than the relationship of parent with 
child. The masculine “Father” is used, but this is not to imply God is male. God cannot be 
confined to a human body. In Jesus’ day it was a patriarchal society and therefore the title father 
is used. The role in a Jewish household of the father was that of a provider, protector, and 
teacher, especially teaching the truth of God. Certainly, there were many other contributions the 
father provided, just as there were many for the mother. For the Jewish person, there were few 
relationships more intimate and caring than that of their parent. Jesus revealed that God, to 
whom we pray, is deeply loving and caring, as a parent is for their children. I could say things to 
my father I could say to no other. God as loving parent allows us to say to him those sins that 
shame us, those things that hurt us, and those questions that haunt us. For we are talking to one 
who loves us as a parent who desires the best for us. This pain and shame can be shared with few 
others. And again, he treats us all the same because he loves us all equally. He indeed is “our” 
father. The King of the Kingdom of God is a “father-king.” The opening to the prayer, “Our 
father,” also implies that we should refrain from judging another or perceiving ourselves as 
better than another. We all stand on equal ground, for he is father of us all. The next time we 
pray the Lord’s prayer, let us envision all the faces our prayer includes. They represent every 
nationality, ethnicity, race, gender, and socioeconomic group. 

What does the title father, as applied to God, mean to you? What comforts you about that title? 
When you pray, do you have the reality of the “our father” in mind, or are your prayers mostly 
uniquely personal with little consideration as to how our prayers will affect others? Why do you 
think Jesus chose this address of God rather than the many others? 



“Who art in heaven” 
This statement by Jesus can be easily misunderstood, for we think of heaven as a “place where 
Jesus lives.” But Jesus is divine, an eternal spirit, and cannot be confined to any space. Just as he 
could not be confined to the walls of the temple, he cannot be confined to the walls of John’s 
vision of heaven. God allowed John to see what was awaiting his children using the most 
beautiful images John could imagine. But heaven is even greater than that. How do you describe 
the eternal to finite people living in a temporal world? You cannot use images they cannot 
understand, for the images do not exist in our world, they exist in eternity. Therefore, God’s 
spirit inspires John to write in the images he does know, and the most beautiful profound images 
he can describe. But heaven is greater still. If John could speak to us from heaven he might say, 
“If you thought the image of streets of gold was beautiful, wait till you see the eternal reality to 
which those streets point. It is beautiful beyond description!” Heaven is a state of being, an 
eternal realm of beautiful life. And, God is there. He is fully with us. We live in the presence of 
purest light and deepest love. We live in a manner we cannot comprehend; we can only taste it in 
this life and describe it using the most beautiful and powerful language possible for us. The 
divine father that loves us is over all, beyond all, yet loves as the perfect parent. As our parent his 
eye is forever on us; we are never forgotten, and never forsaken. The prayer is certainly not 
intending to say God is far away or somewhere other than with us. The prayer is saying it is the 
eternal God who is our father, and with us. It is the father who is above all that chooses us to be 
his children in Christ. In Christ we experience a degree of heaven that is yet to come for us in all 
of its radiant fullness. 

How do you envision heaven? What do you think it means when Jesus teaches our Father is in 
heaven? Do you experience a sense of awe that the eternal creator chooses to relate to us as a 
parent? Where in life do you see or taste heaven in this life? What are the experiences you’ve 
had that give you a serene sense of what is to come; for if God comforts us here, he will comfort 
in heaven? What has happened to you here, in this life, that allows you to say “This must be 
what heaven is like?”  

“Hallowed be thy name”  
As we’ve noted on prior occasions, the concept of “name” in the Bible means far more than just 
a title. It refers to a person’s character, their being, their essence. God is hallowed, or holy. The 
Lord stands above and beyond us in perfection. However, we do have a contrast here that is rich 
in meaning and blessing. The holy God, who exists beyond and above the entire cosmos, has 
given us the great privilege to call him “our Father.” This act of grace is more remarkable than 
we can imagine. The God who fills heaven and earth chooses to fill our human hearts and lives 
with the compassion and love of a parent. We often fail to remember that God does not owe us 
anything. We certainly do not deserve to call him Father. Yet, through the love and forgiveness 
of Jesus, the Lord invites us to know him as our perfect parent. Referring to God as our Father 
does not in any way diminish our need to recognize his holiness. We must always understand we 
address God with great reverence. We lift holy hands before him and bow on bended knee. And 



yet, we must also always understand he loves us a parent loves their child. We live in the tension 
between these two. And, what a beautiful tension it is! We are given the privilege of addressing 
the holy creator God as our personal father! We must never treat God so personally that we 
encroach upon his holy nature. And, we should never forget that in Christ our holy God has 
embraced us as his children. 

Do you find yourself speaking of God in such personal language that you do not “hallow his 
name?” Or, do you find yourself speaking to God as though he is so far away and so far above 
us in holiness that we do not consider just how personal his relationship is with us? How do you 
believe we can live between these two realities? How do we reverence God as holy and live 
before him as our father? 

“Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”  
The best way to think of God’s kingdom and its relation to our life here on earth is that “it is 
already here, but not yet.” I know this sounds confusing. However, through Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit the Kingdom of God was ushered into human existence in its most powerful manner. 
There had been glimpses and images of the Kingdom in the Old Testament. However, Jesus’s 
life, death, and resurrection loosed the reality of the Kingdom into human life. The Holy Spirit 
indwelled the church with the power to live this Kingdom in the world that the world might see 
what is possible for us, and what is coming. Still, though, the Kingdom of God is moving today 
in the world and it will still come in all of its fullness when Christ returns and establishes the 
“new heaven and new earth.” It is already here, but not yet fully here. Heaven represents the 
highest ideals and realities of life. Justice, mercy, love, equality, beauty, serenity, gentleness, 
absence of war and violence, etc. Highest of all is the fact it represents the eternal presence of 
God fully revealed. Our prayer is that these high and noble attributes will be manifested on earth 
through us, the church, and through the activity of God in the world. Thus, the world is being 
transformed even now by the Kingdom of God moving in human history. The church’s desire is 
that the entire world might know the glory of God’s Kingdom and the person of God himself. 

Where do you see God’s Kingdom at work in the world? Where do you see his kingdom at work 
in your church? Where do you see it in your life? How do you believe the world will be 
transformed when the Kingdom comes in all of its glory? 

“Give us this day our daily bread”  
The prayer now moves to earthly existence. The God of creation, our hallowed father whose 
kingdom moves in the world, cares about our daily needs. Jesus taught that the lilies of the field 
do not toil, nor do the sparrows worry about their next meal. Nothing in life is insignificant to 
God. From the sustaining of his beautiful creation to the basic needs of his children, all are under 
God’s loving care. Few items were more important to the physical life of the near eastern people 
than bread. Bread, in this case, represents all basic needs to sustain life. This prayer request 
recognizes that God is responsible for all we need, especially food. The Lord is Lord of the field, 
the rain, the grain, and the wisdom to cook and preserve food. In a most fundamental manner, 



God does feed us. Naturally, our minds turn to those who lack bread, who live in constant 
hunger, and to those who face starvation. However, hunger is not the result of the Lord not 
providing bread. It is the consequence of fallen humanity’s failure to ensure that bread reaches 
those most in need. We can produce enough food to feed the entire world. However, political 
systems, greed, and other manifestations of human sin keep bread from reaching those most in 
need. Thus, our prayer for daily bread includes our praying that daily bread is provided for all. 
We pray to “Our father,” and thus we acknowledge all of God’s children. Our prayer must 
include all in need of daily bread. Still, there are personal moments when God provides for us in 
unexpected ways, using people and means we never considered to meet our basic need.  

Once in seminary we lacked $50 meeting our basic monthly obligations. Without telling anyone 
of that need I went to my seminary post office box and found an envelope with my name written 
upon it. Yet, there was no writing regarding from whom it came. Inside was a single $50 bill. 
Many of us have experienced such moments that fill our hearts with gratitude and humility, 
recognizing God cares deeply for us. Every day the basic needs of the world are supplied with 
food, water, and clothing. In those cases where there is lack, our prayer must be that God 
empower us to find the means to provide these dear children what God desires for all his people. 

Notice also the prayer is for “daily bread.” The Bible teaches the spiritual discipline of living a 
moment and day at a time. When God fed Israel with manna, the manna was given one day at a 
time. When Elijah fled to the brook Cherith, the ravens brought him bread to sustain him one day 
at a time. Repeatedly Jesus warns against adopting a perspective of life that looks into the future 
and ignores today. We live today; tomorrow will take care of itself. We must be thankful for the 
bread we hold in our hands that day, that meal, that moment, realizing we do not know what the 
future holds. However, we eat the bread knowing who holds the future. 

Do you find it easy when saying grace over a meal to neglect remembering from the grain, to the 
field, to the rain, and the hands that harvest, God has provided our food? Do we pray for those 
who live in great lack and ask God to help us find the means to provide the necessities of life for 
them? Do we find that we eat from such a great bounty of food, and eat foods that are far above 
the basic needs of life that we fail to be as grateful as we should? Do we pray assuming bread 
will always be provided? 

“And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us”  
We should not be surprised that the need to forgive those who sin against us follows our prayer 
for daily bread. The need to forgive is as basic to the human spirit as bread is for basic physical 
existence. The soul that cannot or refuses to forgive can grow as weak as the malnourished body. 
We can starve the human spirit through withholding forgiveness. Unlike bread, we alone are 
responsible for offering forgiveness to another. Nothing can impede our release of others from 
their sin against us except for our own willingness to hold onto the hurt and pain. A dear man in 
my life was on his deathbed suffering from pancreatic cancer. He had hurt his wife, who was 
equally dear to me, on many occasions through the years. Now, he felt the real need to sincerely 



ask for her forgiveness before he died. He did not desire to die knowing how deeply he wounded 
her. She refused. Over the years I visited her twice a year, for she lived four hours away. I 
literally watched her spiritual heart suffer. She became quiet and, at times, bitter. As a boy I felt 
sorry for the dear man who died unforgiven. But as the years progressed, I felt just as sorry for 
her, for I watched the joy slowly seep from her life.  

Forgiveness is the lifeblood of spiritual vitality. As much as we need daily bread, we need the 
courage and love to forgive others, no matter how deeply they have hurt us. God has provided 
the ultimate expression of the power of forgiveness through Jesus on the cross. Yes, Jesus died 
on the cross, but spiritually he fully lived. His body was bound to the cross but his spirit was free 
and given to God. As those who follow Jesus, who have Jesus dwelling in our hearts, we have 
the power to forgive. Refusing to forgive is to ignore what Jesus did and expressed on Golgotha. 
Refusing is to bind ourselves to our own cross of unforgiveness where the soul cannot fully 
experience the wonder of God’s liberating love.  

Notice that the need to forgive, which is as basic for the soul’s health as bread is for the body, 
contains another phrase in order to “completely experience forgiveness for ourselves.” Actually, 
without this second phrase the request for God to forgive us becomes almost hypocritical. How 
can we ask God to forgive us if we withhold forgiveness from another? When Jesus said 
“Whatsoever we bind on earth is bound in heaven,” (Mat. 18:18) Jesus was speaking of 
forgiveness. He was saying we bind people with our unforgiveness and keep them from moving 
through life in a meaningful manner, and in turn bind ourselves. That is a pretty serious 
statement and warning! We enter the Kingdom of God through our reception of the forgiveness 
of Jesus Christ for each of us, and our response as children of the kingdom is to in like manner 
forgive others. It does not matter if they are at fault. We are called to forgive, period. It is human 
nature to decide whether a person merits our forgiveness based upon the severity of the pain 
inflicted upon us. However, as children of the Kingdom we are children who look to the cross for 
inspiration to forgive. What can be done to us more severely than the pain inflicted upon Jesus? 
Most likely his mother, Mary, also forgave after what they had inflicted upon her son. 
Forgiveness is an unconditional act. It can often be offered to another only after we earnestly 
pray. I believe that is the reason this request is included in the “prayer of prayers.” Only then can 
we ask God to sincerely forgive us our sins and release us from their bondage. There is no 
liberated Kingdom-living apart from forgiveness for ourselves and others. 

Verses 14 and 15 offer the rationale for the need of forgiveness. It is not enough for us to forgive 
another that we might be forgiven. It is important to remember it is God who must forgive us. 
King David wrote in Psalm 51 “Against thee (God) only have I sinned.” Ultimately all sin 
against ourselves and others is a sin against God. It is God who made us and identifies with us. It 
is God who loves us and cares deeply for us. Therefore, any wrong committed against another is 
a wrong committed against God. Jesus taught, “As you have done it to the least of these, you 
have done it unto me.” The identification with his children applies to sin and the need to forgive 
as well. 



Do you find yourselves asking for forgiveness while failing to consider our need to forgive 
another? Do we understand the connection of the two and how both are necessary for Kingdom 
living? Do we judge whether another is deserving of our forgiveness based upon the severity of 
the pain they have caused? How does this judgment relate to Jesus’ suffering and death upon the 
cross? How do you believe unforgiveness can bind us and those we refuse to forgive? Why would 
Jesus affirm that forgiveness is as vital for the soul as bread is for the body? 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one”  
This request is interpreted differently by many. Even the Catholic Church has reworded the 
request to be more consistent with what they believe Jesus taught. Naturally, we do not believe 
God leads us into temptation. Repeatedly in Scripture we are taught to avoid, shun, and flee 
temptation. Jesus alone was led into temptation in order to experience the temptations of life that 
we experience. Yet, he possessed the spiritual strength to withstand and overcome. We do not. 
Temptation can become a snare that easily captures us. When texts are interpreted into English, 
we can often miss the original intent of the original wording. The second phrase, “but deliver us 
from evil” offers a powerful hint as to what the first phrase means. It seems inconsistent to pray 
that God deliver us from evil after leading us into temptation. Obviously, Jesus wants us to pray 
that we might avoid temptation, and be delivered from such evil. There are no other places in 
Scripture where God intentionally leads us into situations that allow us to fall into the snare of 
evil. (James 1:13) We are tested by God, but never tempted. We pray God’s “will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Leading us into temptation is a rather inconsistent statement in relation 
to that line of the prayer. We are to pray to be delivered not only from evil, but from the evil one, 
implying the personification of evil, the devil. Most often the prayer is prayed that we are 
delivered from evil. But here “the evil one” is included. The meaning remains the same. Whether 
it is the author of evil, or the evil circumstances we face daily, we pray for God’s strength to 
avoid it, and should we find ourselves weak and ensnared, to be delivered from it. 

I find it understandable that our prayer to avoid temptation and evil follows our prayer to be 
forgiven and to forgive. It is the temptations of life, the evil in the world that leads us to hurt one 
another. It is the temptation to be selfish, unjust, hateful, and deceptive that leads us to hurt 
others. In hurting others, we also hurt ourselves. Furthermore, often when we hurt someone they 
strike back and hurt us in return. The need to be forgiven and to forgive are the needs that arise 
from an evil, fallen world. To avoid temptation and be delivered from evil in life is to live in the 
fruit of the Spirit. (Gal. 5:22-25). Read the list of this fruit. When we live in the fruit of the spirit, 
we treat one another with respect and dignity, and most likely will be treated by others in like 
manner. 

Can you name instances when you most felt tempted, yet overcame? How did your faith empower 
you to overcome? Can you think of a time when you knew you faced evil and yet shunned it? 
Again, how did your faith assist you withstanding evil? When you sincerely follow Christ, do you 
find yourself avoiding temptation and evil? Why do you believe it is easier to shun evil and 



temptation when walking with Christ? As you read the fruit of the Spirit, how do you believe they 
help you in avoiding evil, or hurting others, and hurting yourself? 

Summary:  

This memorable prayer includes that most basic spiritual needs and principles important to 
human life. We are all the children of the Father. Though our divine parent, God is hallowed, 
holy and must always be revered. God’s will for our life is that the attributes of his Kingdom 
might move in and through human life, and eventually reign, with God as King. In praying for 
that which is eternal, we must not forget God is involved and cares about our daily existence, our 
basic needs like bread. Then, we remember that God is also concerned about our relationships 
with one another. At the heart of our relationships is the ability to forgive, as a forgiven people. 
As God forgives us, we forgive others. As a forgiven people, living in the Kingdom of God as it 
moves in life, we are able to strengthened to avoid temptation and to avoid succumbing to evil 
and the evil one. 

The Lord’s prayer is usually prayed and closed with a doxology. This doxology was added and 
in the original prayer. However, the doxology was used as a way of saying to God after the 
requests, “It is your Kingdom, you are the powerful Lord, glorified on earth and heaven, for all 
eternity.” This doxology only affirms the power of the prayer and takes away nothing from its 
content. 

Prayer:  

Thoughtfully, slowly, and in a spirit of meditation, pray the Lord’s prayer. Pay close attention to 
each line and its meaning to life, your life, and the lives of others. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com.  

 

5 reasons people are more important than the product 

LEADERSHIP REALLY MATTERS 
ANNE BOSARGE 
REV. JAY HANSON 

I (Anne) am a 1 with a 9 wing. You enneagram fans now know a lot about me. However, the rest 
of you might feel like I’m speaking another language. I found out I was a 1 when I took the 
enneagram test during a conference I was attending several years ago. The test I took labeled the 
1 as “The Reformer.” I LOVE being first and I love to reform things so I felt really good about 
these test results.  



Fast forward a year later and I heard people talking about this enneagram book, “The Road Back 
to You,” by Ian Cron. I found myself wanting to learn more about this reforming ability I have. I 
listened to it on audible while cooking in the kitchen and riding in the car over a series of a 
couple of weeks. I remember being in the kitchen and hearing the author describe 1s as 
“Perfectionists.” Um. No. I didn’t like that at all. I was a reformer, not a perfectionist. I wasn’t 
critical and nit-picky like other perfectionists I knew. I was a simply a reformer, seeing what was 
not right and making it right. But in the middle of my argument with Ian Cron I found myself 
getting annoyed that someone had put the cinnamon back in the wrong place (because all my 
spices are in matching jars and kept in alphabetical order). It was like a punch in the gut. That 
was when I realized I really am a perfectionist.  

As I have come to terms with my perfectionistic nature, I have learned a lot about myself. One of 
the dangers of being a perfectionist is that I can prioritize the product over the people. I can get 
so caught up in making sure the product is “right” according to my “perfect” standards that I can 
isolate people along the way and diminish the effort they contribute toward the end result. Here 
are five reasons why we are called to prioritize the people over the product and push past 
perfectionism. Even if you don’t consider yourself a perfectionist, read on to help yourself 
develop an awareness of how you may be prioritizing the product over people.   

1. The people are the product. At The Chapel, we say that people are not tools to get jobs done, 
jobs are tools to get people done. Jobs and tasks are opportunities to help people grow – in their 
leadership, in their faith, and in their relationship with God. The reason God gives us things to do 
isn’t because He needs us to get them done; they are to help us grow. The people are the 
product. When I think the end result is the product, I’m missing God’s plan to develop the 
people.  

2. What I see as broken, God sees as beautiful. God knows we are all messy and broken, yet 
He gives us the opportunity to engage in His work nonetheless. He sees our imperfect efforts as 
beautiful gifts of love when we use them for His glory. When I discount others’ efforts as 
imperfect and not good enough, I fall into the trap laid by my huge blind spot. My own “perfect” 
ideas and products are also flawed and broken. It’s not until I see my own imperfection in the 
light of His beauty that I can appreciate how the imperfect efforts of each of us is valued by Him.  

3. God’s expectations exceed my expectations. As a perfectionist, I can tend to be an “over-
expector” (a label given to me by my son when he was five years old). I overlay my personal 
expectations of myself onto others and assume they should live up to my standards. How 
prideful! God knows what each of us needs and His expectations of us in any circumstance are 
going to be based on His timeless truths, our situation, ability, and gifts. He knows us intimately 
and personally – He tells us His burden is easy and his yoke is light. It’s not my responsibility to 
saddle anyone else with my burdens or my yoke. His expectations of each of us are just right for 
who we are, where He is calling us to go, and what He hopes to accomplish in our lives.  



4. My way isn’t the only way and it may not be the right way. Perfectionists often see one 
“perfect” way that will lead us to the “perfect” product. We really are convinced we know what’s 
best. In drinking our own Kool-Aid we deceive ourselves into thinking we really do have THE 
answer. Very few things in life just have one answer and one “right” way. Things are far more 
flexible than we often want to admit. When we humble ourselves to invite diverse opinions and 
different types of thinking into our planning, it challenges us to look at alternatives and broaden 
our options. We are able to see the many ways God is working in the world.  

5. God’s intended result is the only perfect result. He can do vastly more than I can ever ask 
or imagine! If I think my view of the product is the “perfect result,” I leave no room to be 
surprised at what God can do when I give Him the room to adjust my plans! He is awesome. He 
sees the bigger picture. He knows what is best. He is perfect.  

Maybe you’re not a perfectionist like I am. Maybe you are. Either way, as we lead others and 
help them grow in their relationship with Christ, we are called to value people more than the 
product; the relationships more than the tasks. God made us human beings, not human doings. 
He calls us to become more like Him – perfect and holy. When we realize none of us are there 
yet, it opens us up to an appreciation of the work God is doing in each of our lives and helps us 
value one another – where we are, what we do, and who we are in Him.  

Jay Hanson, Lead Pastor, and Anne Bosarge, Multi-Campus Director, serve at The Chapel 
Ministries. They love sharing about the ways God is moving in their church. Contact them 
at jay@thechapelministries.com and anne@thechapelministries.com. 

 

John Wesley on disagreements 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

In this era of so many disagreements, it is helpful to review John Wesley’s comments on this 
subject.  

“No man can choose for or prescribe to another. Everyone must follow the dictates of his own 
conscience in sympathy and sincerity. He must be fully persuaded in his own mind and then act 
according to the best light he has. Nor has any creature the power to constrain another to walk by 
his own rule. God has given no right to any of the children of men to lord it over the conscience 
of his brethren. Every wise man will allow other the same liberty of thinking which he desires 
they should allow him… he bears with those who differ with him… ‘Tis certain, as long as we 
know in part, all men will not see all things alike. It is the unavoidable consequence of the 
present weakness and shortness of human understanding that we be of several minds, in religion 



as in common life. Though we may not think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of 
one heart though we are not of one mind?” 

(Please note the 18th century style and excuse the exclusive use of male pronouns.) 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays - February 2020 
 
2/01 – Rodney Body: 1205 North Palm Dr.; Plant City, FL 33563 
2/02 - Paul Buckhiester: 3832 Chris Dr.; Columbus, GA 31909 
2/03 – Eugene Barlow: 605 Victoria Circle; Warner Robins, GA 31088  
2/03 – David Barton: PO Box 497; Talbotton, GA 31827  
2/03 – Wesley Jones, Jr.: 122 Woodland Terrace; Moulton, AL 35650  
2/04 – John Bagwell: 5300 Zebulon Rd., Apt. 2226; Macon, GA 31210  
2/04 – Bob Dixon: 1808 E. Washington St.; Thomasville, GA 31792  
2/06 – Robert Buckles: 5429 Sirius Dr.; Wilmington, NC 28405  
2/06 – Robert McDaniel: 1065 Dr. Deryl Hart Rd.; Buena Vista, GA 31803 
2/07 – George Anderson: 3227 Dundale Road; Vestavia Hills, AL 33216 
2/07 – Bill Brown: 109 Woodlawn Dr.; Statesboro, GA 30458  
2/09 – John O’Connor: 247 Jim Nash Ct. NW; Lilburn, GA 30047 
2/10 – Paul Best: PO Box 747; Social Circle, GA 30025  
2/10 – Bill Reincheld: 102 Arthur J. Moore Dr.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522 
2/10 – Tommy Veal: 340 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
2/11 – Robert Poston: 105 Hawk Hammock Dr.; Springfield, GA 31329  
2/12 – Robert Bean: 326 Wildsmith Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
2/14 – Jim Jensen: 4323 15th St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/15 – Mark Carter: 1741 Stevens Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806 
2/16 – Bill Lee: 480 Bostwick Circle; Vidalia, GA 30474 
2/16 – David Griffin: 1561 Griffin Rd.; Baxley, GA 31513 
2/18 – Don Black: 13553 Highway 171 N; Avera, GA 30803-5234 
2/19 – Dennis Lanning: PO Box 98; Byromville, GA 31007 
2/19 – Don Proctor: 106 Ingham St.; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
2/20 – C.G. Haugabook, Jr.: 215 Walters St.; Plains, GA 31780  
2/20 – Lee Pulliam: 16702 Ollifftown; Metter, GA 30439  
2/21 – Jim Duvall: 10502 Regal View Loop; Clermont, FL 34711 
2/22 – Wayne DeFore: 107 Chestnut St.; Bloomingdale, GA 31302  
2/24 – Tommy McCook, Jr.: 93 Edgewater Dr.; Midway, GA 31320  
2/24 – Marcelle Myers: 110 Arthurs Ct.; Kingsland, GA 31548 
2/25 – Wesley Jones: 5942 Plantation Villa Dr. N.; Macon, GA 31210  
2/27 – Jim Osborn: 310 Slash Pine Dr.; Broxton, GA 31519  
2/27 – Donald Sparks: PO Box 407; Portal, GA 30450 
 

 



Scripture Readings – Feb. 4 

Feb. 9 
Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
Psalm 112:1-10 (UMH 833) 
1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16) 
Matthew 5:13-20 

Feb. 16 
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Psalm 119:1-8 (UMH 840) 
1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Matthew 5:21-37 

Feb. 23 
Transfiguration Sunday 
Exodus 24:12-18 
Psalm 99 (UMH 819) 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

 

Foretaste of what’s on the table at GC2020 

By Heather Hahn, UMNews 

What form The United Methodist Church takes next will remain unclear until the 2020 General 
Conference meets this spring.  

In a gathering that emphasized the denomination’s uncertain future, United Methodists received 
a preview of some of the possibilities that will be before 862 delegates when they meet May 5-15 
in Minneapolis. 

“Minneapolis is likely to be our Massah, our testing place, and Minneapolis is likely to be our 
Meribah, our quarreling place,” said Minnesota’s Bishop Bruce Ough during an opening sermon 
based on Exodus 17.  

But, he added, Minneapolis also “can be the place where God pours out God’s extravagant love 
and grace on a hurting, broken, anxious church and liberates us from our conflict.” 

More than 400 delegates, communicators and other United Methodists who will be part of the 
2020 General Conference attended the Jan. 23-24 preview event at the Omni Nashville Hotel. 
UM News and United Methodist Communications sponsored the event, with involvement and 
support from other agencies and ministries of the church. 



Near the top of the agenda was an overview of various proposals to separate or, in one case, 
dissolve the denomination in hopes of ending the church’s decades-long dispute over how 
accepting to be of homosexuality.  

The gathering also included presentations on other legislation that could affect United Methodist 
ministry. 
 
This is a brief look at some of the issues explored. A number of topics covered in the briefing 
will be addressed in future stories by UM News. Those will include proposals affecting young 
people’s ministries, the status of women, the general church budget, ecumenical relationships 
and the future of ethnic-focused ministries.  

Plans of separation 

The rancorous special 2019 General Conference, by a 438-384 vote, tightened the 
denomination’s bans on same-sex weddings and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy. However, 
those church rules have faced increasing resistance.  

“The uniqueness of this conversation was that it was broad; it was diverse,” said the Rev. Junius 
Dotson, a delegate from the Great Plains Conference and top executive of Discipleship 
Ministries. “It was initiated by central conference leaders; and of course, this conversation 
morphed into a conversation that was mediated by the world-renowned Ken Feinberg.” 

Developers of the Indianapolis and UMCNext plans both contributed to the protocol, and 
presenters for each plan announced their groups’ backing of the newest proposal. 

The protocol does not ask anyone to leave The United Methodist Church. However, it allows 
traditionalist congregations and conferences to separate and form a new denomination, while 
keeping their properties and getting $25 million in United Methodist funds.  

It also reserves $2 million to help other new potential denominations and designates $39 million 
over eight years to strengthen Asian, African American, Hispanic-Latino, Native American and 
Pacific Islander ministries, as well as Africa University. 

Still, the Rev. Jay Williams — a leader in UM-Forward and delegate from the New England 
Conference — voiced concerns about how the protocol came into being. He noted that UM-
Forward and leaders of the denomination’s ethnic caucuses were not at the table. He also said 
that the protocol developers were the only plan backers who had a UMCom “press conference.”  

UM-Forward developed the New Expressions Worldwide, or N.E.W., Plan that would dissolve 
The United Methodist Church and form four new global denominations instead. 

“We believe dissolution is the faithful way forward,” said the Rev. Alka Lyall, one of the plan’s 
developers and a delegate from the Northern Illinois Conference.  

Under the plan, the new denominations would align along traditionalist, moderate, progressive or 
liberation perspectives. UM-Forward, which seeks to center itself on people of color and 
LGBTQ individuals, sees itself in the last category.  



The group’s vision of liberation, Williams explained, is “a spiritual and social way of living, a 
posture toward the future that is grounded in past struggle and present resilience that proclaims: 
We are loved into freedom.” 

U.S. regional conference 

Those at the Nashville meeting also heard about the proposed U.S. regional conference. The new 
structure would encompass the United States and maintain the current five U.S. jurisdictions. 

The Connectional Table, a multinational body that coordinates money and ministry, began 
drafting the proposal long before GC2019 put the spotlight on church divisions. 

The group’s goal is to have a body to take up matters that solely affect the U.S. church and ease 
the burden on the multinational General Conference. U.S. proposals often dominate the global 
lawmaking assembly.  

The regional conference also would have the authority to adapt those parts of the Book of 
Discipline that central conferences — church regions in Africa, Europe and the Philippines — 
can adapt. 

Wespath, the denomination’s pension agency, collaborated on the legislation to help vet any 
legal or administrative issues. Bishops in Africa, Europe and the Philippines have endorsed the 
plan.  

The legislation would first create a U.S. regional committee of General Conference to deal with 
U.S. matters. Anything the committee approves would still need a vote by the full General 
Conference. Establishing such a committee requires majority support at General Conference. 

“The U.S. regional committee would function both as a contingency and an interim,” said the 
Rev. Kennetha Bigham-Tsai, the Connectional Table’s top executive. “Once we have a U.S. 
regional conference, the U.S. regional committee can go away.” 

Creating the U.S. regional conference requires six amendments to the denomination’s 
constitution. To be ratified, constitutional changes must receive at least a two-thirds vote at 
General Conference and at least two-thirds of the total votes at annual conferences. Annual 
conference voting can take two or more years. 

Sustaining clergy pensions 

Andy Hendren, chief legal counsel for Wespath, said his benefits and investment agency sees 
itself as a servant of the church that “works through complex issues” to help people in their 
everyday lives.  

It’s a big task. Even if no one entered the Wespath retirement plans from this day forward, 
Hendren said, “we would still be paying pensioners into nearly the next century.”  

Amid the impasse over homosexuality, Wespath has submitted legislation to General Conference 
to manage benefits for a group of churches or annual conferences that join a new Methodist 



expression. The legislation includes the provision that the new expression bears the legal 
responsibility for those benefits as annual conferences do now.  

To help with long-term sustainability, Wespath is also proposing other changes to U.S. clergy 
retirement plans. 

Specifically, Wespath wants to move active clergy from a plan that combines both defined-
benefit and defined-contribution components to one that is entirely based on defined 
contribution. 

A defined-benefit plan provides a monthly pension payment for life, with the employer (in this 
case, conferences) assuming the investment risk. A defined-contribution plan — like the 401(k) 
plans most U.S. corporate employees now have — provides an account balance to use during 
retirement, with the clergyperson assuming the risk of sustaining the money through the end of 
his or her lifetime.  

Changing to a defined-contribution plan would not reduce benefits that retired clergy already 
receive or reduce what active clergy have already earned. 

Proposed changes to bishops 

While no General Conference can bind the actions of a future lawmaking assembly, General 
Conference can assign homework. 

The 2016 General Conference assigned two bodies to take a hard look at the number of bishops 
and potentially propose changes to the denomination’s map. 

General Conference’s Standing Committee on Central Conference Matters had the task of 
looking at where to add five new bishops in Africa, where bishops typically have a big role in 
development and peacemaking. The committee has submitted legislation that adds a new central 
conference to the continent and increases the number of African bishops from 13 to 18. 

Establishing a new central conference requires a two-thirds majority vote at General Conference. 
By a simple majority, General Conference determines the number of bishops the denomination 
will fund. The proposed general church budget already anticipates the addition of the new 
bishops.  

The Jurisdictional Study Committee, authorized by General Conference 2016, looked at the 
number of bishops in the U.S. Under the Book of Discipline, each jurisdiction currently has a 
minimum of five bishops with the additional number of bishops determined by a membership 
formula. 

Under the committee’s proposal, the denomination’s Episcopal Fund would still cover the costs 
of a minimum of five bishops in each jurisdiction. But annual conferences in a jurisdiction will 
directly support any additional bishops in that jurisdiction. Any changes to U.S. bishop counts 
would be up to General Conference.  

Revised Social Principles 



The 2012 General Conference asked church leaders to revise the denomination’s Social 
Principles to be more succinct, theologically founded and globally relevant.  

The task of developing those fell to the United Methodist Board of Church and Society, which 
strives to promote the denomination’s social teachings around the globe. Such teachings tackle 
topics that were near to John Wesley’s heart such as care for the most vulnerable, justice for 
workers, opposition to slavery and stewardship of God’s creation.  

To draft the revisions, Church and Society embarked on a nearly eight-year project that first 
involved listening sessions around the globe.  

The revised document is broken down into four sections: creation, economic, social and political 
communities. Scriptural passages and excerpts from John Wesley’s writings introduce each 
section. The proposal reduces the number of statements from 76 to about 50. International teams 
of United Methodists drafted the proposed Social Principles that will be going to GC2020 for a 
vote. 

“It is indeed I think a gift given to the church by the people of the church with people from 
around the globe,” said the Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe, Church and Society’s top executive. “It 
will be a resource for mission and ministry.” 

Need for prayer 

With so many big decisions ahead, United Methodists will need prayer for God’s guidance and 
peace. 

The Upper Room will make a prayer guide in multiple languages available for the 40 days ahead 
of GC2020, said the Rev. Tom Albin, director of spiritual formation and congregational life. 
Prayer resources also will include a weekly video and podcasts. These resources will be 
at umcprays.org, a website that is still being built. 

During General Conference, there will be space for people to meet with prayer volunteers and 
spiritual directors.  

To show hospitality, the Dakotas-Minnesota host committee intends to greet every delegate, 
guest, bishop and spouse with a handmade purple prayer scarf. 

The General Conference theme, “… and know that I am God” from Psalm 46, will help shape 
these times of devotion.   

“When God is known, then we have a way and knowledge to find our way forward,” Albin said. 

Hahn is a multimedia news reporter for United Methodist News. Contact her at (615) 742-5470 
or newsdesk@umcom.org. To read more United Methodist news, subscribe to the free Daily or 
Weekly Digests. 
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Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Pelham – Feb. 7-8 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 7 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 8 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Hand Memorial 
UMC. Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking the Advanced Class. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

2020 Annual Multicultural Luncheon – Feb. 8 
The fourth Annual Multicultural Luncheon will be held Feb. 8 from noon-2 p.m. at St. Peter 
UMC in Columbus. The 2020 theme is “Alive Together in Christ, Witness.” The luncheon will 
celebrate the gifts God has provided in the South Georgia Conference through its local churches 
as well as the service the gifts and talents provide for the churches and communities. There is a 
small cost of $6 for lunch. Register here. The workshop presenter is Rev. Dr. Ken Walden, 
President and Dean of Gammon Theological Seminary in Atlanta. Dr. Walden will present from 
his book, “Practical Theology for Church Diversity, A Guide for Clergy and Congregations.” 
The book teaches on cross-racial pastoral ministry and multicultural ministry endeavors and how 
sacred spaces within Christian churches can have a meaningful witness through diversity in their 
particular locations. While skillfully informing, gently challenging, and respectfully questioning 
some widespread components of church life along demographic lines, it focuses on pragmatic 
approaches to cross-cultural pastoral ministry and multicultural ministry for readers to utilize. 
For more information, contact Earnestine Campbell at earnestine@sgaumc.com. The 2020 
Multicultural (MC) Luncheon is sponsored by The Office of Connectional Ministries and hosted 
by the 2020 MC Luncheon Design Team. 

Andrew College Sunday – Feb. 9 
Founded in January 1854, Andrew College has continuously provided an academically 
challenging liberal arts education within a nurturing community for more than 160 years. A 
member of the South Georgia Conference, Andrew strives to inspire academic and spiritual 
growth across its historic 40-acre campus. The qualified faculty and caring staff engage with 
students in an intimate setting to encourage a lifelong love of learning and a strong sense of civic 
leadership. Students are regularly invited to strengthen their Christian discipleship through 
weekly chapel services and participation in a myriad of religious offerings. Andrew Sunday 
seeks to gain support for the College and identify prospective students. To learn more about 



Andrew College - a United-Methodist affiliated institution in Cuthbert, Georgia - 
visit www.andrewcollege.edu. 

Volunteers in Mission Awareness Sunday – Feb. 16 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) exists to promote, encourage, and enable 
Christians to exemplify “Christian Love In Action” through short-term mission service in the 
United States and abroad. UMVIM provides opportunities for service by developing and 
nurturing relationships with domestic and international leaders. They continually nurture their 
contacts with these leaders to respond to the needs of local communities and to provide 
comprehensive project information. You can help support the work of UMVIM in the South 
Georgia Conference by giving an offering to support this vital ministry on this special Sunday. 

Sexual Ethics Workshop – Feb. 20 
According to the Conference Sexual Ethics policy, this workshop is required every three years 
for any person serving under appointment by the bishop (clergy, local pastors, extension 
ministers, appointed lay speakers). The Sexual Ethics Workshop will be held Thursday, Feb. 20 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Pittman Park UMC in Statesboro. Register here. Cost is $35, which 
includes lunch (collected at the door). Checks can be made payable to South Georgia 
Conference. For questions, email cpcassistant@sgaumc.com. Please note that spouses and lay 
employees who are not appointed by the bishop are not eligible to attend the workshop. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, Ellaville – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Ellaville UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Advanced Lay Speaking Class, Perry – Feb. 21-22 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 



study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 21 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at Crossroads 
UMC in Perry. Note: Basic Lay Speaking class must be completed before taking the Advanced 
Class. Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Kingdom Builders Promotion Sunday – Feb. 23 
You are blessed to be a blessing. We have been blessed to travel roads that were paved by those 
that went before us. Our lives have been changed by the investments they made. Now the torch 
has been passed to us to make the investments that will pave the road for the generation that will 
follow us. In 1962 the Kingdom Builders Club was started to change lives by funding new 
ministries and new congregations. Several of the largest congregations in South Georgia were 
started with funds from Kingdom Builders. In fact, the #1 and the #2 fastest growing United 
Methodist Congregations in the U.S. over the past 10 years are both in our conference and you 
started them. Way to go South Georgia! Pray for your friends AND become a Kingdom Builder 
by making a financial investment today to the Kingdom Builders Advanced Special. Click here 
to download a Kingdom Builder support form.  

2020 Campus Crawl – Feb. 27-29 
Campus Crawl, set for Feb. 27-29, is a bus tour designed to introduce 9th-12th grade students to 
United Methodist colleges and campus ministries around the state. In one weekend, high school 
students will meet representatives from our United Methodist colleges and universities in 
Georgia as well as meet several Wesley Foundations on public university campuses. This year 
we're visiting the following campuses and ministries: KSU, Young Harris, Reinhardt, Georgia 
Tech, Clark Atlanta, LaGrange, West Georgia, and Emory. Want to go? Sign up now! Click here 
for more information and to register. 

Basic Lay Speaking Class, McRae – Feb. 28-29 
A lay speaker is a professing member of a local church who is ready and desirous to serve the 
Church, and who is well informed on and committed to the Scriptures and the doctrine, heritage, 
organization, and life of The United Methodist Church. A lay speaker has completed the required 
training courses in lay speaking and has been approved by a district or annual conference 
committee on lay speaking. Lay speakers serve the local church by witnessing to the Christian 
faith through spoken communication, church and community leadership, and caregiving 
ministries. When certified, the lay speaker may conduct services of worship, preach, and lead 
study sessions as requested by the pastor or the district superintendent. Registration fee for the 
class is $25. This fee covers all materials and lunch on Saturday. This class will be held Friday, 
Feb. 28 from 6:30 until 9 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 29 from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. at McRae UMC. 
Registration: www.sgaumc.org/layspeakertraining. 

Join the Journey Confirmation Retreat – Feb. 29 – March 1 
The 18th annual South Georgia Conference sponsored Confirmation Retreat is designed for 



students in the fifth grade and above. This event provides churches of all sizes an opportunity to 
connect with others through worship, study, and fellowship.  It will also include large group 
gatherings around the church seasons and breakout sessions with topics of grace, United 
Methodist History and United Methodist lingo as well as Holy Clubs throughout the weekend. 
Space is limited to the first 500 completed registrations received. Not meant to be the only 
confirmation youth go through, the Confirmation Retreat should be complementary to what a 
church is or will be doing. Click here for more information. 


