
SOUTH GEORGIA ADVOCATE – MARCH 17 EDITION 

A Word from Bishop Bryan: COVID-19 update - suspending church services & 
activities 

Dear South Georgia clergy, laity, and friends, 

I sit in gratitude today as I reflect on the ways our clergy and our churches have leaned into the 
sudden adjustments being thrust upon us by the spread of the coronavirus. With inspired 
creativity, you are exploring ways to stay in connection as you minister in your congregation and 
community. You are giving special attention to those who are considered most vulnerable. Thank 
you for rising to the occasion so that the South Georgia Conference can demonstrate what it 
means to be Alive Together in Witness in the face of a major social need.  

Out of an abundance of caution and in light of the CDC’s most recent recommendation to 
suspend large events and mass gatherings for the next eight weeks, the Cabinet and I are asking 
each churches, if you haven’t already, to suspend in-person worship services and congregational 
activities, starting now through at least the end of March. We are also suspending all conference 
and district events through the end of the month. We will reevaluate April 1 and make decisions 
based on what we know at that time. Please be aware that it is highly likely we will need to 
suspend our gatherings further. 

I recognize that we find ourselves in an unprecedented and ever-evolving global health issue. On 
one hand, we as Christians and local churches always want to dispel fear and panic because of 
our faith. That is what we are called to do. In this instance, however, suspending worship as well 
as conference, district, and local church activities is not an act of fear, it is recognizing we have a 
role to play in slowing the rate of infection so that we can, together, defeat this virus. 

I hope we will look at this as an opportunity to be creative in our worship experiences as well as 
how we care for one another in our congregations and in our communities. Let us each ask, 
“What new opportunities is this situation creating for our local church?” 

Already the Cabinet and I have changed this week’s Cabinet meeting from in-person to a video 
conference. We will be diligent in exploring creative ways to do our work while also doing our 
part to lower the infection rate of the coronavirus. 

For at least the next two Sundays, I will offer a live stream worship moment from 10:00 am - 
10:30 am. You can find this on our conference Facebook page and website, and we will post the 
recording to the conference website for use anytime. This is not to compete with anything you 
are already doing but is meant as a resource for churches who may not yet have in place their 
own options for offering online worship. This will also give me a way to provide a weekly 
update to our entire annual conference. 



We will continue to provide updates as well as resources on the conference website. We have 
several resources to help you stream worship, preaching, and teaching through social media 
and/or your church website as well as resources for online giving and children/youth resources. 
If you are thinking about using Facebook Live for your worship service, we will be sharing 
teaching videos and helpful documents each day this week on our conference Facebook page. 

If someone asks why your church chose to respond to this health crisis by closing its doors, 
here’s a helpful response: 

1. Our physical doors may be closed, but our church is not. Share how you are continuing to 
BE the church! 

2. We are loving our neighbors by protecting our neighbors. By practicing social distancing, 
we are protecting those who are most vulnerable.   

3. We are not being fearful. We are being responsible; we have a role to play in defeating 
this virus. 

4. This is what love requires of us in this season. We want to love our neighbors and be 
Alive Together in Witness in the face of a major social need.   

If you have questions about this announcement or need guidance in determining what is best for 
your church, please contact your District Superintendent. 

We all have a role to play so that we can defeat this virus in our communities, this nation and 
around the world. Thank you for doing your part in this and being alive together in witness as we 
love and serve each other in this unprecedented season. 

Prayer is a powerful weapon. Please join me in praying for the doctors, nurses, medical 
researchers, and all others who are on the front lines responding to this virus as well as those 
who are infected. Know that the Cabinet and I are praying for you, your churches, and all 
affected by this outbreak. 

Bishop R. Lawson Bryan  

Resources & Previous Updates 

• A Word from Bishop Bryan: COVID-19 update - Sunday worship (3/14/2020) 

• A Word from Bishop Bryan: COVID-19 update - prepare, don’t panic (3/11/2020) 

• Communicating & Ministering during a pandemic 

 

Bishop Bryan announces conference-level appointments/assignment 



Bishop Lawson Bryan today announced the projected appointments of Rev. Craig Hutto as the 
North Central District Superintendent, Dr. Nita Crump as senior pastor of Mulberry Street UMC, 
and Dr. Rick Lanford to the Georgia United Methodist Foundation as well as the assignment of 
Mrs. Allison Lindsey as Acting Director of Connectional Ministries, effective June 2020. 

Rev. Craig Hutto, currently serving as senior pastor of Trinity United Methodist Church in 
Warner Robins, will be appointed to serve as superintendent of the North Central District. Dr. 
Rick Lanford, current North Central District Superintendent, who has served that district for six 
years, will be appointed Vice-President of the Georgia United Methodist Foundation. Rev. Steve 
Waldorf, who has served in that position since 2015, will be going on medical disability. 

Rev. Hutto has been a minister in the South Georgia Conference since 1987, serving pastorates 
in Sumner/Damascus/Shingler/Ty Ty, Omega, Valdosta First, Adel, Claxton, Douglas, and 
Waynesboro First/Friendship. For the past four years, he has served as senior minister of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Warner Robins.  

He has served in leadership roles on the district and annual conference levels, including the 
District Committee on Superintendency, District Committee on Ministry, Board of Ordained 
Ministry (registrar), Nominations Committee, Leadership Forum, Annual Conference Program 
Committee, and Personnel Committee. Rev. Hutto served as the South Georgia Annual 
Conference Secretary, responsible for Annual Conference Session-related planning, for five 
years. He also served on the Board of Trustees for both the Methodist Children's Home and 
Wesley Glen. 

“I am excited to have Craig join the Cabinet,” Bishop Bryan said. “His 33 years of pastoral 
experience includes churches of all sizes, communities of great diversity, and a capacity to relate 
to a wide variety of people. Craig’s recognized talent for administration will be an asset to the 
North Central District and to the Annual Conference.”  

Rev. Hutto grew up in Lithonia, Ga. and is a graduate of Emory College and Candler School of 
Theology, both part of Emory University in Atlanta. He and his wife, Mary Louise, have been 
married for 37 years and have two grown children and three grandchildren.    

“I am deeply grateful and excited about the opportunity to serve the pastors and churches of the 
North Central District,” Rev. Hutto said. “Mary Louise and I look forward to seeing all that God 
has for us in the future as we move forward together in Christ and continue to serve this 
conference.” 

Dr. Nita Crump, Director of Connectional Ministries, will be appointed as senior pastor of 
Mulberry Street United Methodist Church in Macon. She will succeed interim senior pastor Rev. 
Creede Hinshaw.  



Mrs. Allison Lindsey, Associate Director of Connectional Ministries, will serve as Acting 
Director of Connectional Ministries. 

“Having served as a pastor, a district superintendent, and director of Connectional Ministries, 
Nita is well-equipped to provide innovative leadership that builds on the legacy of faithfulness 
that defines Mulberry,” Bishop Bryan said. “Allison’s background and experience in the Office 
of Connectional Ministries and in her service to South Georgia will ensure that we can provide 
continuity in the work of empowering local churches and extending their ministries in the 
community, the conference, and the world.” 

Bishop Bryan and the Appointive Cabinet continue their work to prayerfully discern the pastoral 
appointment changes. They will meet nearly weekly through the end of March to make decisions 
and to prayerfully seek God’s guidance. Throughout the process, District Superintendents will 
continue to be in conversation with congregations and clergy as needed. 

Trinity UMC in Warner Robins’ new appointment will be released the same day other 
appointments are released to local churches. The Bishop and Cabinet originally set March 29 as 
the release date. However, they are in conversation about potentially postponing announcements 
until April 19 because of the uncertainty of local church worship schedules due to the 
coronavirus. District Superintendents will communicate the decision with moving pastors and 
SPRC chairs. When finalized, all appointments will be announced in local churches and placed 
on the Conference website. 

“I ask for your continued prayers for our Cabinet, for every local church, and for every pastor, 
for we all want to be alive together in ministry,” Bishop Bryan said. “We want the appointment-
making process to be a part of that which looks for liveliness and energy and to prosper what 
God is doing in our lives.”  

All appointments are considered firm projections pending the official announcement at the 
conclusion of the Annual Conference session on June 9, in Columbus. 

Click here to watch a video from Bishop Bryan about the appointment-making process. 

 

Communicating and ministering during a pandemic 

The novel coronavirus is spreading, and we each have a responsibility to be prepared. While we 
should not panic, now is the time for churches and congregations to review or create 
preparedness plans so that you can communicate and minister during this time.  

The decision to suspend worship, even for one Sunday, is a tough one. It’s a hard call to make, 
especially if your worship, discipleship, and giving systems are primarily dependent upon in-
person gatherings. This is also weighty when it comes to basic pastoral care. But depending on 



the advice of your community and the discernment of your leadership, this may be something 
you have to do. How might we retain community and connection even if we limit in-person 
interactions? 

Preaching, teaching, and meeting online 
Stream worship, preaching, and teaching through social media and/or your church website. 
Encourage people to engage with your services this way. Have someone dedicated to monitoring 
the live chat to encourage further connection. 

• Creating Live-streamed Worship in 3 Days 

• Use Facebook Live to stream your church events 

• Facebook Live tutorial 

• Free coaching from Georgia UM Commission: If your church is exploring digital avenues 
and in need of some guidance, email design@umcommission.org. Donations made 
toward this free service will go directly to support their work with students. 

Not ready to stream? Try videoing your sermon/teaching and posting it to social media or your 
church website. Include suggested discussion questions, spiritual disciplines, or personal 
reflection to help people respond. 

• Production tips for video  

• What video hosting services should your church use? 

• YouTube Basics: How to upload a video 

Instead of meeting for study or even committee work in person, try a conference call or video 
call. Along with email, there are also ways you can send out group messages. 

• Video/online resources: Google Chat, Zoom, and Skype are just some of the *free* 
options out there you can try. (Zoom is free for calls under 40 minutes.) 

• Audio Only Conference call-in platform: Free Conference Call  

• Mass Messaging Platforms: Remind101, GroupMe 

• Amplify Media. Did you know Cokesbury and Abingdon Press have launched a digital 
streaming service of their entire study library? You might experiment with a digital Bible 
study experience. Imagine: everyone streams the same Bible study video on their own 
time, and then comes together for a digital meet up.  

Pastoral Care 
Adapted from the Greater Northwest Area of the UMC 



The local church is a place where people connect — with God, with each other and in the 
community. People naturally turn to the church in times of a crisis seeking meaning, peace, and 
healing. A church that is prepared can help mitigate the emotional and spiritual impact in a time 
of crisis and uncertainty and may be a place of hospitality and sanctuary in times of critical need. 
Being proactive can help lessen those feelings of confusion, loneliness, and isolation that are so 
common during and after disasters. Call, visit, reach out to family members to make contact with 
church members. Notify local authorities if there is a call for concern, giving all pertinent 
details.  
 
Here are a few ways to be Alive Together in Witness in our communities: 

• Offer to pick up groceries for an older adult in your congregation or neighborhood. They 
may have anxiety or fear about being in public. 

• Are you able to watch someone’s out-of-school child? Offer to help provide care for 
children whose parents need to work. 

• Who in your congregation or community rely on school or other programs for meals or 
other food assistance that may be on hiatus? How can you offer to help? 

There are many, many more ways we can continue to be safe and still care for others. Reach out 
via social media, text, or by phone and see how you can be a light for Christ. 
 
Online giving 
A very practical concern for churches is how closure might affect this specific spiritual 
discipline. This is a great time to send reminders about all the ways your church can help 
disciples practice generosity: online giving, gifts by mail, stock donations, legacy gifts, text-to-
give, etc. This is an ideal time to underscore that giving is not payment for services rendered. It 
is a Christian practice; an act of faith and devotion to God. How might you celebrate those who 
step out in faith and mail-in additional gifts, who text to give to the special offering for the 
Nashville tornado relief, or who become first-time digital givers to the church? 

• Electronic giving allows ministry to continue in ‘isolating’ times 

• Suggested resources for online/electronic giving options 

• Vanco Payment Solutions 

• 10 Ideas for Church Financial Leaders Amid the COVID-19 Crisis 

• Ask your members to see if their banks offer a “BillPay” option. They can set up the 
church as a regular payment they make, and the bank generates an electronic check and 
sends it via USPS (United States Postal Service).  



Worship 
United Methodist Book of Worship: The United Methodist Publishing House (UMPH) is 
granting permission to use and post online selected contents from the United Methodist Book of 
Worship (BOW). Read more here. 

One License: One License is offering free licensing through April 15. They license hundred of 
music publishers, typically hymnals, choral arrangements and other traditional music, including 
our United Methodist Hymnal. You must have a Podcast / Streaming License to stream worship 
services that include music from their list of publishers. You can sign up for a new license or, if 
you already have an Annual Reprint License (only to print/project music or lyrics), you can add 
the Podcast / Streaming License to your account. Read more here. 

CCLI: Although CCLI isn't offering any free services at this time, they are important to note here 
because they provide licensing for most contemporary music publishers who produce what you 
hear on the radio. You must have a Streaming License to stream worship services that include 
music from their list of publishers. Visit them here. 

Outreach: Beginning March 20, Outreach Digital is offering a free solution for streaming your 
church services online, including chat, notes, and the Bible. This allows you to stream from your 
church's website without needing to use Facebook. Read more here. 

Discipleship 
Amplify Media: Amplify is a streaming service from UMPH/Cokesbury that offers resources for 
all ages. They offer a free 14--day trial for their full library, but everyone can view a limited 
library of free resources right now. Included are Adam Hamilton's Unafraid, Deep Blue Spring 
2020, Adult Bible Studies Spring 2020 and selections from their Lent 2020 catalog. Read 
more here. 

Cokesbury: Cokesbury Kids is offering free, live, online, at-home worship services for the whole 
family. Gather your family around the computer for a child-centered time of singing, praying and 
listening. Register here. 

General Online Resources 
Google: Google is offering the enterprise version to G Suite and G Suite for Education users. 
This includes free access to advanced Hangouts Meet video-conferencing capabilities like 
meetings with up to 250 participants per call and live streaming for up to 100,000 viewers within 
a domain. Read more here. 

Microsoft: Microsoft is offering Teams for free. Teams is a collaboration tool with chat, video 
calling, personal and team file storage, and more. Read more here. 

Slack: Slack is a collaboration app that already has a free version, but they are now offering 
webinars and one-on-one consultations to help you navigate your own transition to a remote 



workforce. Read more here. 
 
Other helpful links 

• Effective Youth Ministry During the Coronavirus Outbreak 

• Holy Communion and Concerns about Infection 

• Prefilled Communion Cups  

• Managing Fear and Anxiety During a Health Pandemic 

 
Parts adapted from information from the North Georgia Conference and the Western North 
Carolina Conference. 

 

Southwest District spends day serving Vashti, others 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

More than 150 people gathered at the Vashti Center in Thomasville Saturday, Feb. 22 for the 
Southwest District’s Inaugural Day of Giving Back. 

A day to focus on missions outside the walls of the church, the effort brought together adults, 
youth, and children from throughout the district to serve. 

“This was an opportunity to bring our churches together for fellowship and a common purpose to 
strengthen the connections between our congregations,” said Southwest District Lay Leader J. 
Knapp. “It was an example and an inspiration for those congregations on how to be the hands 
and feet of Christ in the real world, how to get outside the four walls we worship in to impact the 
world.” 

Projects included assembling United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) hygiene kits; 
writing letters to servicemen and servicewomen in Korea; assembling benches and tables for 
Vashti’s basketball court; and trimming trees and shrubbery, raking leaves, and pulling weeds 
around Vashti’s campus. 

After the entire group ate lunch with Vashti residents, the youth volunteers began a pick-up game 
of flag football with residents. 

The highlight of the day, for me, was the outpouring of support and the fellowship,” Knapp said. 
“It was a great example – probably one of the best examples I’ve seen in a long time – of our 
UM connection in practice.” 

Many Southwest District congregations were represented, Knapp said, with some sending 
several volunteers to serve.  



Rev. David Diaz, associate pastor of Cordele First United Methodist Church, took a group of 
about 20 from Cordele First UMC and El Faro in Albany. They did landscaping and 
beautification work around Vashi’s campus and packed UMCOR hygiene kits. 

“They’ve received a lot of help in the past few years, and they are giving back,” said Rev. Diaz. 
“This is their response.” 

District leaders plan to make this day an annual event. 

“Our first annual Day of Giving was incredible,” said Southwest District superintendent Rev. 
Doreen Smalls. “I am grateful for Vashti for allowing us to minister with them. It was a blessing 
to serve with persons of all ages truly being the hands and feet of Jesus and giving back beyond 
their local faith community.” 

 

Epworth By The Sea closes for two weeks due to COVID-19 

Epworth By The Sea will close for two weeks beginning March 16, 2020, at 5 p.m. The 
conference and retreat center on St. Simons Island, Ga. will remain open to individuals but will 
not serve any groups on campus. During this time, Epworth will have limited staff on site, but its 
administrative office will remain open.  

Epworth By The Sea is monitoring the coronavirus situation closely and is following all CDC 
recommendations. Please follow the Epworth By The Sea Facebook page for up-to-date 
information. 

 

Which Nicodemus are we? 

OUR CONNECTION MATTERS 
NITA CRUMP 

After dark one night a Jewish religious leader named Nicodemus, a member of the sect of the 
Pharisees, came for an interview with Jesus. “Sir,” he said, “we all know that God has sent you 
to teach us. Your miracles are proof enough of this.” John 3:1-2 (NLT) 

After dark. Not during the day, but after dark, when others would not see him, Nicodemus came 
to Jesus. Something in Nicodemus’ heart pulled him toward Jesus. He recognized that Jesus 
represented God, but he didn’t understand how or why. He wanted to know more, but he was 
afraid that the other religious leaders would not understand his curiosity, his interest in Jesus. He 
waited until after dark when he wouldn’t be seen, when he wouldn’t have to explain why he was 
drawn to this person who wasn’t willing to abide by the religious rules of purity. He waited until 
after dark so that he didn’t have to worry about the politicians questioning his loyalty to the 



government when someone noticed that he was spending time with a person who was being 
called the Messiah – the one who would overthrow Rome and return the country to local, 
religious rule. He waited until after dark so as to not have to explain himself or put himself in 
danger from any side. He waited until dark so that he felt safe.  

This passage is the first time we encounter Nicodemus in the gospel of John. The last time we 
find Nicodemus’ name used in John is in the story of Jesus’ burial. In John 19:39, we find these 
words: “Nicodemus, the man who had come to Jesus at night, came too, bringing a hundred 
pounds of embalming ointment made from myrrh and aloes.” (NLT) Nicodemus was now brave 
enough to step out into the light of day and help with the body of the crucified Jesus. He was not 
worried about being seen. He was not worried about safety or his future. He was not worried 
about being considered unclean. He was willing to be known as a follower of Jesus, even after 
his crucifixion.  

Lent is a time of self-examination. It is a time for us to consider our hearts and be held 
accountable for the parts of our lives that want to pull us into the darkness, the parts that want us 
to follow Jesus as long as no one objects or no one finds reason to misunderstand. As we journey 
through Lent, may we all be drawn more and more into the light of Christ so that we are willing 
to be seen as his follower no matter what others may think.  

Dr. Nita Crump serves as Director of Connectional Ministries. Contact her at 
nitac@sgaumc.com.  

 

South Georgia Conference Churches Offer Online Worship 

A number of South Georgia Conference churches are offering an online worship experience 
either by Live Stream or by recording a service to share online.  

In addition, for at least the next two Sundays, Bishop Bryan will offer a live stream worship 
moment from 10:00 am - 10:30 am. You can find this on our conference Facebook 
page and website. A recording will also be posted to the conference website for use anytime. 
This is not to compete with anything churches are already doing but is meant as a resource for 
churches who may not yet have in place their own options for offering online worship.  

Below are just a few of the South Georgia Conference United Methodist Churches offering an 
online worship opportunity. All are welcome to join any of the services below. In times like 
these, we are especially thankful for our United Methodist connection--and our internet 
connection! Continue to visit this page for updates. 

• Albany FUMC 

• Alpha UMC, Bloomingdale (FB Live) 



• Ashburn FUMC 

• Blakely FUMC (FB Live) 

• Bonaire UMC (FB Live) 

• Brunswick FUMC 

• Cairo FUMC 

• Centerville UMC (FB Live) 

• Christ UMC, Warner Robins (recorded) 

• Colquitt UMC 

• Douglas FUMC 

• Dublin FUMC (FB Live) 

• Epworth UMC, Columbus (FB Live) 

• Forest Hills UMC, Macon (FB Live) 

• Harvest Church 

• Isle of Hope UMC, Savannah (FB Live) 

• Metter UMC (FB Live) 

• Nashville UMC (FB Live) 

• Park Avenue UMC, Valdosta 

• Pierce Chapel UMC, Midland (FB Live) 

• Pine Hill UMC, Dublin (FB Live) 

• Porterfield UMC, Albany 

• Richmond Hill UMC (FB Live) 

• St. Marys UMC Youth (FB Live at 6:15 pm) 

• Statesboro FUMC  

• Striplin Terrace UMC (FB Live) 

• Tennille UMC 



• The Chapel, Brunswick (FB Live) 

• The Pointe, Leesburg 

• The Porch Community Church, Valdosta (FB Live) 

• The Ridge, Columbus (FB Live) 

• Trinity UMC, Savannah  

• Trinity UMC, Warner Robins (FB Live) 

• Vineville UMC, Macon 

• Waycross FUMC 

 

Being the Church during the Coronavirus: advocating for those impacted 

By Denise Rooks, Advocacy Chair, and Rev. Earnestine Campbell, Conference Staff 

With news of the COVID-19 invading many aspects of our lives, the stock market spiraling 
down, and the constant bombardment of negativity that occurs in our world, it would be easy to 
go into our homes and stay for months. In times of great stress and concerns, it can be difficult to 
discern how we fit into the many complex pieces. Many of us can and do feel defeated and 
helpless due to the uncontrollable circumstances that surround us. 

As Christians, where should we turn when we feel out of control and helpless? In times of great 
stress as with times of peace, we must always remember it is our faith in God that will sustain us 
and keep us. There is no denying that the present season we are living is difficult and 
complicated. Governor Kemp has recommended school suspension for the state of Georgia. 
These educational systems closing down are a hardship for parents and a concern for meals for 
children. Please check with your local school system for assistance with meals and other 
services. 

Yes, these are difficult times, especially when we are all advised to be cautious. Some are not 
going out; some are quarantined; and businesses are doing partial and full shutdowns, like 
Starbucks that is offering “expanded ‘catastrophe pay’ to workers amid coronavirus outbreak.” 
Job losses have included those of ports, bakeries, and travel agencies. Indeed, last week, 
President Trump spoke to the nation and declared the coronavirus outbreak a national 
emergency.  

In the midst of this chaos we must remember to whom we belong and what was spoken in Isaiah 
41: 10, (NKJV); “Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you. Yes, I will help 
you. I will uphold you with My righteous right hand,” is still true for us today. 



Have you ever wondered how this season might be affecting others whose livelihood might be 
directly affected from the many shutdowns that are occurring? What might this mean for those 
that are wage workers, like waitresses, custodians, entertainments, etc.?  It can seem too big an 
issue and too daunting a task when we look at the scale of all the people that this season of 
hardship has impacted and will affect negatively.  

In this difficult time, the House of Representatives passed an economic relief aimed to help many 
people that might be affected negatively. The bill, if passed by the Senate as well, will provide 
money for paid sick leave, unemployment insurance, free testing, and other measures to help 
Americans impacted by the crisis. The bill will be sent to the Senate for them to vote and pass.  

Should we ignore the cries of the world and keep to ourselves, or should we take up our cross 
and go help our fellow citizens? As Christians, we are called to love as well as help in difficult 
situations. We, who are followers of Jesus, must always be ready to deny ourselves, pick up our 
cross and go. Christians cannot afford the luxury of picking and choosing who we help; we, the 
body of The United Methodist Church, are called to be “alive together in witness” to each other 
in all seasons even when the season brings hardship. 

Yes, Congress is taking steps to help our fellow citizens, but should we leave it all to them? It 
may take days or weeks for the money to get to those who need it. Now is the time to come to 
the aid of our neighbors. The question can no longer be how can we help, but will we help? What 
is our response when God calls us to help? It should be, “Here I am, Lord! Send me.”   

This crisis is an opportunity to represent Jesus in our neighborhoods and be alive together in our 
witness with our response. For those who hear the call to action and want to help, but aren’t sure 
what to do, the Conference Advocacy team has put together some resources that will guide you. 
For those who may be in need because  the present circumstances have impacted you and you 
need assistance, there are resources below for you. Whether your response is individually or 
collectively as a church family, there is a need for you.  

What can churches do to help? 

• Be aware of those that may be unemployed now or have less wages because of partial and 
full shutdowns. Consider helping to make sure they have what they need.  

• Use Benevolence funding or other funding to help individuals with bills, medicine, etc., 
because they are not working. This includes those that are employees of the church that 
may not be working because worship services are suspended.  

• List resources available at your church and in the community in the bulletin, online, 
social media, and other publications and outlets. 

• Allow staff in the church to work from home where applicable and, if hours are limited, 
still consider full pay for those staff members.  

• Because schools are closed, if your church already participates in the Backpack Buddy 
program, consider expanding this ministry. If your church has never participated, please 



consider doing so to help those students who would benefit from having snacks at home. 
More info: https://backpackbuddiesga.org.  

• If you have a food pantry, consider expanding distribution hours and regularity. Be 
creative in ways to distribute that are safe for the workers/providers. 

Financial Resource Articles 

• U.S. House leaders unveil coronavirus bill 

• https://www.msn.com/en-us/money/news/list-financial-resources-to-help-if-you-are-
impacted-by-coronavirus/ar-BB113JAR 

United Way 

• https://www.unitedway.org/ 

Food Resources  

• Meals on Wheels, America 

• Meals on Wheels, Middle Georgia 

• Savannah, Georgia (what is this??) 
https://www.seniorcitizensinc.org/welcome/#sageservicesanchor 

• The Society of St. Andrew website. (Anyone can register as a volunteer, order resources, 
or sign up their organization to receive food from TSSA.) 

Utility Services  

Some local and national utility providers are suspending cut-off of services for non-payment for 
the next several weeks. Check with your local provider. Churches can encourage local providers 
to consider doing the same.  

For information on resources or to offer services, contact Rev. Earnestine Campbell, 
Connectional Ministries, Advocacy/Multiculturalism Ministries, earnestine@sgaumc.com.  

 

An Argument Against Corruption 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 1: God Requires Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 22, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 



Lesson Scripture: Micah 3:1-3, 9-12; 6:6-8 
Key Verse: Micah 6:8 

Lesson Aims 

1. Summarize the condition of Judean leadership of the late eight century. 

2. Explain why the requirements of Micah 6:8 were especially necessary for leadership of 
the day. 

The book of Micah is another of the 12 Minor Prophets. Micah’s ministry took place in the 
second half of the eight century BC. His times were full of turmoil and uncertainty for both Israel 
(the northern kingdom) and Judah (the southern kingdom). The Assyrians were a dangerous 
threat to both kingdoms. They were the instrument in God’s hands to carry out his judgment 
against Israel when the capital city of Samaria fell in 722 BC.  

The title locates the prophet geographically (from Moresheth) and temporarily (in the reigning 
days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah) and indicates that the focus of his message concerned 
Samaria and Jerusalem (1:1). 

Micah and Isaiah were contemporaries (compare the lists of kings in Isaiah 1:1 and Micah 1:6). 
Both ministered in Jerusalem. Micah’s message included words of judgment against both Israel 
and Judah. His book begins with a reference to Samaria and Jerusalem, representing Israel and 
Judah respectively (1:1). Both are indicted for rebellion against the Lord (1:5-9).  

In Micah 3, the source of today’s lesson, we see language reminiscent of that found in the 
previous study from Habakkuk 2. Habakkuk, however, was describing the conduct of the foreign 
Babylonians. Unfortunately, on the other hand, Micah is describing the behavior of those who 
are part of God’s covenant people and should know better. 

Condemned Leadership 
(Micah 3:1-3) 

The people being addressed in Verses 1-3 are the rulers, the heads, the political and judicial 
leaders of the people. They were appointed to uphold the law, to make sure that all the citizens 
were treated equally and fairly, regardless of their societal wealth or status. 

So Micah begins this address to the leadership with a rhetorical question about their knowledge 
of justice. “Should you not know justice…?” (Micah 1:1). 

The question implies that leaders ought to know what true justice is and how to exercise it 
faithfully and consistently. And the obvious answer or response to that question is yes, as the 
prophet assumes the leaders he addresses agree that the establishment and maintaining of justice 
is their proper task.  

Justice, however, requires God’s people to behave according to his righteous standards (contrast 
Jeremiah 5:5; Matthew 23:23). Exercising justice reflects a person’s awareness of God’s 
standards of right and wrong (example, Leviticus 19:15). 



However, those leaders to whom the prophet is speaking have not done their job. Because they 
hate the good and love the evil makes it impossible for them to administer proper justice. Their 
moral compass points in the wrong direction. Both Isaiah (in Judah) and Amos (in Israel) address 
this perversion of values at about the same time (Isaiah 5:20; Amos 5:14, 15). And both the 
northern and southern kingdoms are guilty of rejecting the Lord’s standards. 

Micah then describes the leader’s terrible actions toward the people with a metaphor that is both 
coarse and shocking. These leaders, he says, tear, eat, flay, break, and chop “my people” as one 
could slaughter an animal to be eaten. 

Here Micah uses figurative, symbolic language to illustrate the extreme degrees to which these 
leaders hate the good and love the evil. They are so indifferent to the people they are meant to 
serve that they can be compared to butchers. 

The leaders are meant to administer justice and uphold righteousness. Doing so would allow the 
people to flourish, both physically and spiritually. Instead, the leaders do the opposite by 
perverting justice and thwarting righteousness. 

Ezekiel, whose ministry will take place more than a century later among the captives in Babylon, 
uses similar language (Ezekiel 11:2-7; 24:3-6). 

Centuries later, Jesus will describe the leaders’ greediness when he speaks of how the teachers of 
the law “devour widows’ houses” (Luke 20:46,47). 

And Paul in turn warns Christians against our own type of cannibalism in Galatians 5:15. 

As you see, Micah used images of cannibalism as a shocking illustration of the unjust practices 
in his day. He condemned Israel’s leaders for treating people as sources of nourishment instead 
of as creatures made in God’s image. Christians today must still be on guard against the tendency 
to use people to get what they want or need instead of valuing them as God’s beloved children. 

How do we resist “cannibalizing” others? 

Condemned Hypocritical Leadership 
(Micah 3:9-12) 

In Micah 3:4-8 (not part of today’s lesson), the prophet declares the Lord’s judgment on the 
leaders (compare Deuteronomy 1:45). Then Micah exposes false prophets (Micah 3:5-7). Next, 
he contrasts their selfish motives with the divine authority that undergirds his own prophetic 
ministry (Micah 3:8). And this leads to further condemnation. 

Beginning with verse 9, Micah has more words for the rulers and the prophets. However, this 
time he also includes the priests in his criticism. Every area of society – business, government, 
and religion – is corrupt. Those who should act on behalf of the people have abdicated their 
responsibilities and brought on them much misery. And these same leaders are responsible for 
the punishment that God will soon send on the city and nation. 

These leaders abhor “justice!” To “pervert equity” means to twist, to make crooked, that which 
should be straight. The remainder of the accusation hints at the specifics of this charge. While 



those listening to the prophet were in the midst of the majestic city of Jerusalem, the prophet’s 
eye saw something else behind the crafted cutwork and the carefully hewn stone. The prophet 
knew something of the human cost of these buildings. Perhaps some of his own countrymen 
from Moresheth had been involved in forced labor assignments or as workers who were not paid 
a fair wage. Micah knew that the city had been built “with blood” and “with wrong.”  These 
leaders were exploiting labor, and this too was to “abhor justice.”  

You will remember that Habakkuk indicted the Babylonians for building “with bloodshed and ... 
wickedness'' (Habakkuk 2:12). Here, however, it is not the pagans but the leaders of God’s 
covenant people who are charged with cruelty. The implication, like that of the butchering image 
before, is that the leaders are taking advantage of the people for their own gain. 

Political officials, priests, and prophets come in for scathing transgressions. When God 
established the function of “judge,” he made it clear that those exercising this responsibility must 
never accept bribes or exhibit favoritism in their decisions (example Leviticus 19:15). The 
leaders in Micah’s time ignored these standards. All these judges were interested in was what 
reward, in the form of a bribe, they could obtain for their services.  

And the “priests” and “prophets” whose offices were especially sacred were no better. They too 
were guided by financial rather than spiritual priorities. They are willing to lie in order to earn 
their fee (example, Jeremiah 6:13). The prophets are described as those who tell “fortunes for 
money.” 

Micah also adds “priests” to the list of those who are willing to sell their integrity and their God-
given responsibilities for a price. 

Now, if God’s messengers are more concerned with financial gain or pleasing people rather than 
with listening to God, then society is in grave danger. It is only a matter of time until destruction 
comes. 

Of course, Paul later taught that “those who preach the gospel should receive their living from 
the gospel” and be compensated for their work (1 Corinthians 9;14). However, Paul’s method 
and motive were very different from those condemned by Micah. The leaders of Micah’s day 
were motivated by greed. 

As if these disgraceful practices of these leaders were not enough, these fraudulent leaders now 
have the audacity to claim God’s presence as a cover for their detestable conduct (see also 
Jeremiah 7:4). The Lord had promised to place his name in Jerusalem when Solomon built his 
temple there. But that promise remains contingent on the people’s obedience (2 Chronicles 7:12-
22). The leaders of Micah’s day were prime examples of disobedience.  

Point to ponder! If we stand idly by while some are treated unfairly, in the belief that it has 
nothing to do with us, we may be in for an unpleasant surprise. 

In verse 12, we see that such arrogant, brazen behavior by the leaders of God’s people cannot be 
tolerated. The “disaster” that the leaders confidently claim will never come (Micah 3:11b) will 



indeed come – and its arrival will be terribly severe. “Jerusalem,” the great city of David, will be 
reduced to “a heap of rubble” (see Leviticus 26:31). 

“Zion” will be treated as nothing more than a “field” for plowing (Lamentations 5:18). 

The “temple hill,” which refers to the location of the house of the Lord, will be reduced to a 
forested area. 

We are told that approximately 100 years after Micah’s time, his prophecy of Jerusalem’s demise 
was quoted by some of the elders in Jerusalem as a warning not to ignore Jeremiah’s message 
(refer to Jeremiah 26:17, 18).  

They noted that King Hezekiah heeded Micah’s warning. However, rejecting this example and 
ignoring Jeremiah will imperil the whole city (see Jeremiah 26:19). 

Heavenly Living 
(Micah 6:6-8) 

Micah 6 opens with Micah’s final appeal to the people to hear what the Lord has to say. Whereas 
the previous calls were aimed primarily at Judah’s leadership, this one is directed at the people 
(Micah 6:3). The Lord portrays them as defendants on a witness stand, facing a series of 
questions from him. He proceeds to give the people a history lesson, recalling his gracious acts 
on their ancestors’ behalf (Micah 6:4,5).  

So God has done all these things for the people. Now the people ask what God expects in return. 
In verse 6-7, an individual raises the question for the whole community. What can we do to 
please God, especially at those times when we have gone astray and need to make things right 
with God again? 

Consequently, the worshiper wants to know what God wants from him/her. Then the worshiper 
offers a series of possible answers: “Burnt offerings,” “year-old calves,” “rams,” “rivers of oil,” 
“even the worshiper’s first born.” The questions about quantity gradually rise to ridiculous levels 
(“thousands of rams” or “10,000 rivers of oil” in verse 7a). Then, at the end, there is a qualitative 
jump with the suggestion that God may even require the giving of a human life (v.7b). God had 
once asked that of Abraham, but then prevented Abraham from completing that terrible sacrifice 
(Genesis 22). 

Yet, God has not kept his desires a secret; what he requires is not a mystery. God has revealed 
what he considers “good” and what he wants (see Deuteronomy 10:12, 13; Mark 12:33). What 
God wants are the people themselves, given to the Lord in lives that reflect his priorities and 
passions.  

“To act justly!” Treating people justly may be thought of as treating people just as God would 
treat them (example, Jeremiah 22:3). 

Dorothy Day, the great Catholic social worker, once asked “Why is it that when I raise money to 
feed the poor, ‘I’m a saint’ but when I ask why they are poor anyway, ‘I’m a communist?’” To 
work for justice is not just a nice thing, it’s a sacred obligation. 



“To love mercy!” Mercy in Hebrew means both identifications and empathy, involvement and 
intense feeling. It describes the feeling of getting inside another person’s skin and feeling what 
he/she is feeling or hoping or asking. Simply stated, mercy is the other person’s pain in our heart. 

It is important that Francis of Assisi once came upon a half-frozen beggar. Wrapping his own 
coat about him, Francis said, “Here friend. Here is thy cloak. I have kept it from thee far too long 
already.” Francis identified with the beggar and then extended mercy. 

Extending mercy also includes expressing forgiveness! Now, the key to understanding both 
justice and mercy lies in a relationship with God, which is where the challenge to “walk humbly” 
applies (as Isaiah 57:15). Without such a walk, justice and mercy are unattainable.  

The issue before us is that God’s people must conduct themselves in ways that are pleasing to 
God. Amen. 

Action Plan 

1. How would you explain to someone the difference between good and evil? 

2. What modern imagery would you use to describe corrupt leaders today? Why? 

3. What plan can you make to identify and improve the requirement in Micah 6:8 that is 
most lacking in your life? 

Resources for this lesson 

1. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christan Teaching,” pages 253-260. 

2. “The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VII,” pages 556-557, 559-562, 579-580. 

3. “Interpretation-Hosea-Micah,” by James Limburg, pages 174-176, 178-179, 189-193. 

4. “Old Testament Prophets for Today” by Carolyn J. Sharp, pages 149-156. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 

Need for Just Leaders 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 1: God Requires Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of March 29, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 



Lesson Scriptures: Malachi 2:1-9; 3:5,6 
Key Verse: Malachi 2:2 

Lesson Aims 

1. Describe the conduct of the Judean priesthood of the late fifth century BC. 

2. Explain why God held the priesthood to a high standard. 

3. Create a plan to improve one aspect of his or her own priestly ministry (I Peter 2:5). 

In the late 1940s, Billy Graham’s ministry was becoming well known. Graham realized that he 
needed to hold himself and his ministry to an extremely high standard of conduct for the sake of 
the gospel message he proclaimed. In 1948, Graham and his staff created what they called the 
“modesto manifesto.” They pledged themselves to follow the highest standards of conduct in 
every area of their lives. 

As a young minister, along with a friend, I drove to Birmingham, Alabama to attend a Billy 
Graham Crusade. In addition, I sat on the 13th row in the First United Methodist Church of that 
city and heard Dr. Graham introduced himself by saying, “I am an evangelist,” and he was, 
through and through. 

When Dr. Graham died in 2018, tributes to him poured in, acclaiming his integrity. Even those 
who didn’t agree with his theology acknowledged Dr. Graham was a man of integrity who 
practiced what he preached. He was a consistent model of faithfulness to Christ. 

In the days of the prophet Malachi, the leaders of God’s people took the completely opposite 
approach. What we might call “Malachi’s Manifesto” exposed the corruption of these leaders 
and called attention to what God has always desired. 

There is general consensus that the book of Malachi comes from the time after the Babylonian 
exile. The issues addressed by Malachi are similar to those facing God’s people in this time of 
Nehemiah in the fifth century BC. With permission from King Artaxerxes of Persia, Nehemiah 
had traveled from Persia to Judah around 445 BC to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. 

Some of the issues addressed by both Nehemiah and Malachi include mixed marriages, the 
failure to tithe, and corrupt priests. Consequently, these similarities point to a date for Malachi 
that is post-exile. Therefore, the setting of the book of Malachi is an era after the exile in 
Babylon ends in 538 BC. 

Adding to the conclusion that Malachi is post-exile is the use of the title “governor” (Malachi 
1:8). This was Nehemiah’s official title (Nehemiah 5:14). Before the exile, Judah had kings, not 
governors. So, based on these and other facts, scholars conclude that Malachi is chronologically 
the last of the prophets, of about 430 BC. 

Failing the Call 
(Malachi 2:1-9) 



Where our lesson begins today, Malachi has already said a great deal about the poor quality of 
leadership demonstrated by the “priests.” When the prophet first mentioned the priests, he 
described them as despising the Lord’s name (Malachi 1:6). Indeed, the sharpness of the final 
words of judgment are fully appreciated only when read in close conjunction with the initial 
accusation: the priests who despise God (1:6) will themselves be despised (2:9). 

When the prophet first mentions the priests, he describes them as despising the Lord’s name 
(Malachi 1:6). The priests are abusing their sacred office by offering defective unacceptable 
sacrifices (1:7, 8). 

As we recall, God has made it clear in the Law of Moses that only the best is to be brought to 
him in worship. In the case of animals, only those unblemished are to be brought (example: 
Leviticus 1:3, 10:3-1). But instead of finding delight in the privilege of preparing such offerings, 
these priests look on their work as a “burden” (Malachi 1:13). The warning about to be given is 
an invitation to hear God anew and to repent. Verse 2:1 begins the transition from problem to 
solution – or consequences for allowing the problem to continue. 

In Verse 2 of our text, the Lord sends a solemn warning to the delinquent priests. Their ministry 
is intended to bring “honor” to the Lord’s name. He is the one they are to serve, and the work 
they do is to be understood as a privilege. 

However, if the priests are unwilling to “resolve” to take seriously what the Lord says, then the 
Lord will “send a curse on them” and even “curse their blessing.” (Compare Deuteronomy 
11:26-28; 20:26). In other words, their “blessings,” the privilege of the priesthood, would be 
turned into curses. 

Another possible interpretation here is that God will curse the harvest so that the crops will not 
produce as they should. Since the Law of Moses commands that a tithe of the harvest be given to 
the Levites (Numbers 18:21), a poor crop means a reduced provision for them. We remind 
ourselves here that all priests were Levites but not all Levites were priests. 

Verse 3 points out that the sinful behavior of a person or group often has consequences for their 
“descendants.” God declared this to be so in his instructions that accompanied the second 
commandment (Exodus 20;4,5). 

The Lord’s rebuke is depicted in a most shocking manner. Normally, the “dung” of animals that 
are sacrificed, along with the contents of their intestines, is to be taken outside the camp of the 
Israelites and burned (Exodus 29:14; Leviticus 4:11, 12). To have dung on one’s face is to be 
massively dishonored. The language is probably not to be taken as literal but rather as a way of 
vividly describing how repulsed the Lord is by the priests’ conduct. 

It seems the delinquent priests have forgotten, either through carelessness or intent, the roots of 
their sacred office and heritage. The priestly “covenant” goes back to Jacob’s son “Levi,” some 
of whose descendants are assigned the priesthood (Numbers 3:5-13). 



However, anytime a role is inherited instead of earned by merit, the danger is increased that a 
person will simply go through the motions. And those who are of the Levitical priesthood are not 
immune to this hazard. 

Then follows a beautiful description of the ideal minister (vv.5-7) – an ideal so grossly violated 
by the priests (v.8). Life and all that makes life worthwhile, “peace” – here the prophet is 
speaking not only of quietness of the soul but also of the welfare of every kind. Those were the 
things that God promised and gave in the “Covenant.” And to this, the true priests responded 
with “fear,” reverence and humble awe (v.5). 

In addition, the true priest faithfully expounded the will of God, and he could do this because in 
peace and uprightness he walked with God. 

A minister friend was moving from a smaller church to a larger church and asked me what 
advice I could give him. I replied, “the most important thing you can do is keep up your 
devotional life.” I think that’s the most important thing that any of us can do. 

As I mentioned, the priest could faithfully expound the will of God because he sought to live in 
that will. Consequently, “knowledge and law,” true direction, could be sought from him by the 
perplexed (v.7). And because of the priest’s earnest instruction of them in the will of God “he 
turned many away from iniquity (v.6) for he was nothing less than God’s “messenger” (the same 
word as “angel”). Through the true priest is a veritable angel of God. 

Before moving on, note that there are three important responsibilities for priests that are 
highlighted in verse 6. First, they are to give true instruction faithfully (Deuteronomy 33:10). 
This involves communicating God’s requirements to the people. 

Second, the priest’s daily walk is to be consistent with his faith profession. The faithful priest 
exhibits high moral character. 

Third, the faithful priest is dedicated to helping others. The priest is to set the kind of example 
that drives others to follow and imitate his righteous lifestyle. 

However, as we have observed, the priests in Malachi’s day neglect and even abuse the divinely 
given role they are called to fulfill: every priest is the Lord’s “messenger.” The task of keeping 
“the covenant with Levi '' means nothing to these delinquent priests (compare Jeremiah 2:8). So 
whether the issue is one of mere negligence or of active rebellion, the result is the same: “many 
people stumble.” 

The ninth verse makes clear that the problem is not just one of negligence, if it were, the verse 
could have stopped with the phrase “you have not followed my ways.” The phrase “but have 
shown partiality in matters of the law” points to conscious, intentional disregard of God’s ways. 
To be partial in applying the law is abhorrent to God and there are frequent warnings against 
doing so within the Law of Moses (example: Leviticus 19:15; Deuteronomy 16:19). 

Renewing the Call 
(Malachi 3:5,6) 



At this point, we see that God does not merely state a problem and stop there. He goes on to state 
the solution, which begins in Malachi 3:1 (not in today’s text). God’s “messenger” will “prepare 
the way” before him. And John the Baptist will fulfill Malachi’s prophecy (Matthew 11:10). 

However, Malachi goes on to speak of a second messenger’s coming, actions, and results. The 
refining and purifying mentioned fit Jesus’ work in raising up in his church those who will 
faithfully serve him (Malachi 3:3,4). Though judgment will be brought against all individuals 
who have violated the covenant, the Levites are still called out specifically (3:3). As teachers, 
theirs is the greater accountability. 

Verse 5 elaborates on the judgment and “trial” to be carried out by the second messenger. 

The two groups singled out for purification and judgment are the sons of Levi (3:3) and those 
persons who disregard the fundamental commands of the Decalogue (adulterers, false swearers, 
exploiters of the weak, the widow, the orphan, the alien, and the paid laborer). 

Ultimately such disregard for these people in need and for the principles found in the Law of 
Moses can be traced to a lack of reverence for the lawgiver, the Lord himself (compare 
Deuteronomy 31:12, 13; Isaiah 1:2). The “fear” of the Lord has always been “the beginning of 
knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7) and the lack of such fear leads to certain ruin (example, James 5:1-6). 

Philip Yancey, the writer, said that he used to believe that Christianity solved problems and 
made life easier. “But increasingly,” he said, I believe my faith complicates life in ways it should 
be complicated.” Then he said, “as a Christian, I cannot not care about the environment, about 
homelessness and poverty, about racism and religious persecution, about injustices and violence. 
God does not give me that option.” 

Verse 6 states that God can change his mind (example, Jonah 3:10), but he does not change his 
character (James 1:17). God’s standards of right and wrong always hold true. He will be 
consistent in carrying out judgment on those who violate these standards, as he has made very 
clear throughout Scripture.  

Then comes the hopeful word in 6b, “So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.” 
These descendants of Jacob, referring to the Israelites, who have not been destroyed by God’s 
wrath – yet (compare Hosea 11:8,9). God is merciful because of his promises – and his 
unchanging character means he will keep those promises. 

Conclusion 

Malachi’s words should serve as sobering warnings to leaders in the church. Dangers multiply 
when we become casual about doing God’s ministry or work. 

God forbid! But those who earn wages by serving the church or a parachurch ministry can come 
to see what they do merely as a source of income. They forget that theirs is a ministry done in 
service to God and for his glory. Therefore, certain words and actions become simply what is 
expected on a job description. It’s a slippery slope indeed. 



One source of possible help may be for the leader to meet with a group of peers for support, 
guidance, and accountability. Numerous church leaders have found this invaluable and essential 
to effective life and ministry.  

At any rate, speaking honestly to one another is much better than hearing the harsh criticism of 
the priests in Malachi’s day. 

Action Plan 

1. How can churches do a better job of holding their leaders accountable? 

2. What are some good ways your church can acknowledge its leaders who are doing the 
opposite of Malachi 2:8? 

3. In what ways can you use Malachi 3:5 as a source of comfort or encouragement in the 
face of today’s negative headlines? 

Resources for this lesson 

1. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christan Teaching,” pages 261-268. 

2. “The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VII,” pages 857-863; 867-870.. 

3. “The Abingdon Bible Commentary,” by David Downey, J.E. McFadyen, pages 834-836. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 

A Just Servant 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 2: God Promises a Just Kingdom 

Sunday school lesson for the week of April 5, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-9 
Key Verse: 42:1 

Lesson Aims 

1. Identify the Lord’s servant and the servant’s task. 

2. Explain the fulfillment of the lesson text found in Matthew 12:15-21. 



Today’s lesson begins Unit 2, which emphasizes God’s promises of a just kingdom. The 
prophets foretold the coming of the Messiah as the champion of justice. And such prophecies 
have a direct bearing on Palm Sunday. As appropriate, some of these connections will be 
evidenced in the lesson.  

The prophet Isaiah, for his part, had a lengthy ministry, from approximately 740 to 680 BC. The 
book featuring his name is comprised of two parts. Isaiah 1-39 has been described as the Book of 
Judgment; it focuses on the sins of the people of Judah. Isaiah 40-66, the Book of Comfort, looks 
forward about a century and a half to the times when Judah’s exile in Babylon is coming to an 
end. We keep in mind that the exile did not even begin until 586 BC. 

However, the end of the exile is foreseen in the chapter preceding our lesson scripture: God 
called “one ... in righteousness” (Isaiah 41:2) to bring the captivity to its end. That man has been 
identified as Cyrus, the king of Persia who conquered Babylon in 539 BC (see 44:28 and 45:1, 
where he is designated “shepherd” and “anointed,” respectively). Cyrus issued a decree 
permitting the exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem beginning in 538 BC (Ezra 1:1-8). 

We are told that the word “servant” occurs more than three dozen times in the book of Isaiah. 
And in chapter 41, the Lord applies it to Israel, my “servant” (Isaiah 41:8,9). This servant was 
fearful and for that reason, God reassured the people of his love. They didn’t need to fear as their 
exile in Babylon was not evidence that God had cast them away forever. God promised Israel 
that they were still his covenant people. The Lord encouraged his helpless servant Israel by 
declaring that the people need not fear, because God would help them (41:10, 13, 14). 

At this point, the Lord addressed the nations and their idols. He challenged the nations to provide 
evidence that idols had ever correctly predicted the future. After announcing judgment on the 
false gods, God proclaimed that he had “stirred up one from the north” (Isaiah 41:25) – surely 
once again alluding to Cyrus. 

Now, against the backdrop of a pagan king as an instrument of God to rescue our exiled people, 
Isaiah introduced the fascinating servant to the Lord. 

Isaiah 42:1-9 (which is today’s text) is the first of Isaiah’s five “servant songs,” in which the 
servant is identified with the Messiah to come (see 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12; 61:1-4). These 
messianic songs point out what the servant is to accomplish on behalf of the world. 

Presentation 
(Isaiah 42:1-4) 

In 42:1-4, God introduces a Servant who is charged with a specific task and whose style of 
carrying it out is described. 

Verse 1 identifies God as the source of all that the Servant is and is called to do. Appropriately, 
therefore, the passage is in the divine first person. God presents the Servant in intimate terms: 
“Here is my Servant’ (v.1a). Then with equal clarity, the source of the Servant’s strength is 
revealed as God who upholds him. And the Servant is chosen because God delights in him. 



Now, the servant introduced here bears some similarities to the anointed shepherd Cyrus and 
servant Israel in having God’s approval. However, this servant is profoundly different from both. 
The quotation of Isaiah 42:1-4 that is found in Matthew 12:18-21 establishes this servant to be 
Jesus. And as previously mentioned, God both supports and delights in him (Matthew 3:16, 17). 
This suggests that this servant will be obedient and godly in a way like no other. 

Verse 1b reads, “I will put my Spirit on him.” Members of ancient Israel did not experience the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit as Christians do today (see Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:14-21,38). Thus, 
the servant is marked as special for a special purpose, and Jesus’ baptism clearly points back to 
this verse. On that occasion the Spirit will descend on him after he rises from the water as the 
Father expresses his pleasure with his Son (Luke 3:21,22; see also Isaiah 11:1-5). 

Verse 1c states, “and he will bring justice to the nations.” We simply cannot miss the servant’s 
mission of bringing “justice” to the world, since it is mentioned three times in the first four 
verses of Isaiah 42. However, the concept of justice here encompasses much more than judicial 
equity in a courtroom, a fair redistribution of goods in society, etc. The justice that the servant 
“will bring” also includes making available God’s salvation. Although Israel often found itself 
being enemies with surrounding nations, God’s plan ultimately is to make one people of many 
(compare Genesis 49:10; Romans 5:18, 19: Galatians 3:26-29).  

Desmond Tutu, former Archbishop of Cape Town and former recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize, 
stated, “Isn’t it noteworthy in the parable of the Good Samaritan that Jesus does not give a 
straightforward answer to the question ‘who is my neighbor?’” (Luke 10:29). The thought is that 
everybody is our neighbor. 

The enormous challenge of the servant’s assignment immediately raises the question, “How can 
this justice be accomplished?” The manner in which God intends the servant to carry out the task 
of bringing forth justice to the nations stands in sharp contrast to the manner of conflict and brute 
force: 

“He will not shout or cry out, 

or raise his voice in the streets. 

A bruised reed he will not break, 

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice” 

  (Isaiah 42:2-3) 

The style of witness of the servant stands in stark contrast to the way of the nations and their 
leaders. The typical king or conqueror calls attention to himself through loud proclamations. No, 
the servant won’t even “shout or cry out” nor “raise his voice in the streets.” For sure, God’s 
answer to the world’s arrogance is not more arrogance. 

The crowds at Jesus’ triumphal entry will shout, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of 
the Lord! (Luke 19:38).” Notice that while the crowd speaks in loud voices (Luke 19:37), Jesus 



never says a word. Jesus will not speak up even to defend himself against false accusations (Acts 
8:32-35, quoting Isaiah 53:7,8). 

As in ancient times, many people are attracted to leaders who drew attention to themselves, 
boasting of their abilities and accomplishments. However, Christians will do well to remember 
that Jesus did not boast. 

One of the noteworthy things about the Kansas City Chiefs’ victory in Super Bowl 54 is how 
their star quarterback Patrick Mahomes handled everything. At 25 years of age, Mahomes is the 
youngest quarterback in NFL history to win Most Valuable Player, the Super Bowl, and Super 
Bowl MVP. 

Yet, according to his coaches, “for Patrick Mahomes, it’s all about the team and his teammates.” 
There was no boasting from Patrick Mahomes.  

Back to the servant! Instead of using his power to crush the mighty, the servant will be so gentle 
that he won’t even “break off a bruised reed” that is bent over (compare 11:29). With gentleness, 
the servant will minister to the weak and the broken.  

In addition, we are told that the servant’s mission is tied to “justice.” Where the servant Israel 
has failed, servant Jesus will succeed. Indeed, Jesus will prove himself to be the very 
embodiment of faithfulness (2 Timothy 2:13). 

Now, the servant does not cry out when oppressed and does not move through the streets calling 
for pity. Rather, the servant bears witness with quiet, patient gentleness, confident that the 
nations will be drawn to God’s reign of justice, not by human force but by the embodied power 
of compassion and righteousness.  

Important to remember! However, the source of that attention is not within the servant. To live 
faithfully in the service of the justice of God is to pattern one’s life in the nature of God. Only in 
this way does God empower a mortal to faithfully bring forth justice. 

Commission 
(Isaiah 42:5-9) 

The Lord is not merely Israel’s “God” but is “the Creator” of all things. On this basis, God 
rightly claims authority not just over the land and people of Israel but over all nations (Psalm 
82:8). 

More significantly, God is the one who gives “breath” and life to people (compare Genesis 2:7 
with Acts 17:24, 29). How unfortunate that those very people in turn create idols that have no 
breath themselves (Jeremiah 10:14; 51:17), let alone able to impart breath to others. 

Having presented the servant and his mission, now in Verse 6, the Lord addresses and 
commissions his servant. God has “called” the servant according to his own nature – his 
righteousness (compare Jeremiah 23:6). The servant doesn’t have to fulfill the mission by 
himself. God says, “I will take hold of your hand.” Therefore, the servant will do the Lord’s 
work in God’s power according to God’s will. 



Verse 6 reads, “and I will make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles. 
At the center of that work is the fact that the servant will initiate “a covenant.” From other 
Scriptures, we know that the Messiah is to fulfill the Davidic Covenant and establish a new 
Covenant through personal sacrificial death (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Isaiah 55:3; Jeremiah 31:31-34; 
Hebrews 8:6-13; 9:15). This covenant is without end (Isaiah 54:10; 59:21: 61:8). 

The “people” here refers to those who have already received God’s revelation – the Israelites 
(see Isaiah 49:8). 

Their role as a priestly nation is meant to draw other nations to the Lord. The range of the 
servant’s ministry reflects this concern as he also becomes a “light on behalf of the Gentiles” 
(Isaiah 49:6; Luke 2:29-32; Acts 26:18, 22, 23). The servant is to become the instrument through 
which nations come to share the light of God’s salvation. 

Verse 7 goes on to give specificity to the implications of the covenant as it reaches the nations. It 
makes clear that the order of God’s justice involves healing of human illness and the reform of 
oppressive political structure. As God’s covenant with Israel took shape in the form of God’s 
actively getting involved in the plight of slaves in Egypt, so too the task of the servant people 
involves advocacy for those who suffer and are oppressed. 

Bishop Ken Carder tells of being a seminary student and going to ghettos in Washington, D.C. 
His job was to ask some of the people there what they thought of the church. 

He pointed to the steeple of a Methodist church nearby and asked a man, “What do you think of 
that church?” The man said, “I don’t think anything about it.” Carder asked, “Do you know of 
anything the church does in the community?” 

“They don’t do nuthin’ down there but have church.” Ouch! 

In verse 8, God’s declaring of his “Name” recalls the scene of Moses at the burning bush. There 
God revealed his personal name to Moses at the event that commissioned Moses for his task. 
And that task was to go back to Egypt so that God could establish his covenant with Israel at 
Sinai. 

Now, Isaiah’s own calling has made him more aware of the fact that God is holy and the whole 
earth is full of his glory (Isaiah 6:3). God alone has all authority so “idols” cannot share his 
“glory” or “praise.” Both the servant and Isaiah’s audience are reminded that the servant’s 
mission will confirm that God is beyond comparison. 

In Isaiah 41:22 (not in our scripture text), God challenges the idols to reveal the “former things” 
– the things God has revealed in prophecy and brought to pass later. Simply put, the idols cannot. 
However, God can reveal not only those things but also the ultimate end result. Events predicted 
about Cyrus and the servant “have taken place,” and this confirms God’s sovereign authority. 

We are told that the “new things” of the Old Testament era likely point to Israel’s restoration 
following the end of the Babylonian exile (see Isaiah 43:19-21). However historical hindsight 
reminds us that God’s plan for his people will remain unfulfilled until the coming of the servant 
Jesus and his perfect work. And because of this there is hope for all the world. 



One Last Thing 

The biblical concept of judgment represents God’s righteous world order. At his first coming, 
Jesus treated people more than justly. When Jesus walked the earth, he overcame enemies with 
gentleness and love. However, when he returns he will judge the world based on how each 
person treated “the least of these” (Matthew 25:45). Meanwhile, during the interim, we, as the 
people of God, have a part to play in the servant’s task of bringing light to the nations and to our 
neighbors who live in darkness. 

Action Plan 

1. How do you think Jesus is the champion of justice? Please explain. 

2. What’s the best way for Christians to guard against glorifying anything or anyone except 
God? Or is there a single best way? Please explain. 

3. What stands out to you in today’s lesson? 

Resources for this lesson 

1. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christian Teaching,” pages 269-276. 

2. “Interpretation Commentary, Isaiah 40-66” by Paul D. Hanson, pages 40-48. 

3. “The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VI,” pages 360-365. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 

No Limit  

By Dr. Hal Brady 

What do we intend to do with our lives? As we contemplate this critical question, we need to 
remember that our dreams are more important than the vehicles we drive. An automobile 
depreciates very quickly, but noble dreams have no limit. When we have no dream, it usually 
follows that we have no life. 

For a moment, let’s focus on the biblical character Nehemiah and his dream of rebuilding the 
broken-down walls of Jerusalem. It seemed such a hopeless task. The walls were in ruins, the 
people were scattered, and everyone was discouraged and despondent. And all around were the 
enemies, who wanted no strong Jerusalem, doing everything in their power to prevent it. They 
tried both ridicule and persuasion. Then they put their heads together and plotted while 
Nehemiah went right on with his efforts. Four times the demand went up, and four times the 
answer came back, “I’m doing a great work, and I cannot come down” (Nehemiah 6:3). 



It’s the only thing that keeps anybody up and moving – a dream, a vision, a purpose – whatever 
you call it – that’s worth giving your life to. How inspiring to see someone so caught up in a 
dream that nothing can deter him or her. Such was and is the power of a noble dream. 

As someone observed, “Dreams can help us see the invisible, believe the incredible, and achieve 
the impossible.” 

For the rest of this article, I want us to focus on the power of a noble dream that is without limit. 

First, a noble dream gives us direction! In the play “Amadeus,” Salieri, the court composer, 
realizes young Mozart’s genius when he hears his music for the first time. He then contemplates 
his own mediocre gifts by comparison and says to the audience, “Is it enough just to have 
passion?” My answer would be, “It is not only enough, it is everything.” 

We all need to be passionate about something. A noble dream provides us with that, as it gives us 
direction. 

Second, a noble dream enables us to believe in ourselves! Oliver Wendell Holmes spoke of the 
people who “die with all their music in them.” He referred to the many people who have splendid 
potentialities which are unrealized. They never use their capacity to dream to make themselves 
into the people they might be. Consequently, the “possible you is never developed.” 

Countless people who have learned how to keep going report that at least one of the ingredients 
for happiness is the understanding of the meaning of one’s life. These people believe that every 
life has a purpose. They know that none of us can do everything but that all of us can do 
something. They believe in themselves. 

Third, a noble dream enables us to handle criticism! Nehemiah had the answer to this dilemma. 
He said, “I am doing a great work, and I cannot come down.” Hear me now! When a person is 
captivated by a noble dream he/she for the most part will take both praise or ridicule in stride. 

Fourth, a noble dream enables us to maintain hope and overcome discouragement! Upon looking 
at our modern culture with all its pessimism and discouragement, Ken Blanchard described it as 
an “epidemic of tight underwear.” Not a very pleasant image. But emotionally, many in on this 
are like people waiting on a disaster. 

So how does a person keep hope alive in a time of deep discouragement? Again, we take our cue 
from Nehemiah and other biblical giants who were like him. Remember, “they did not come 
down.” They were held up by a noble dream, a dream of God’s eternal strength and power. And 
they kept their hands to the task of making that dream or purpose come true. 

Nehemiah said, “I am doing a great work and I cannot come down.” A noble dream will keep us 
going! 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
offer encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady 
Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 



 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – March 2020 
 
3/01 – Ralph Bailey: 9650 Lehigh Ave.; Savannah, GA 31406  
3/01 – Buddy Whatley: 2153 Bold Springs Rd.; Ochlocknee, GA 31773  
3/02 – William Whipple: 2247 Eastway Rd.; Decatur, GA 30033  
3/02 – Gene Yates: 705 Curl Rd.; East Dublin, GA 31027  
3/03 – Richard Bishop: 292 Timberwind Dr.; Byron, GA 31008  
3/04 – Irie Cyree: 4402 Bridgewater Dr.; Phenix City, AL 36867  
3/05 – Tim Paulk: 104 Lee Rd. 2153; Salem, AL 36874  
3/06 – Ellison Whitt: 443 Lee Smith Rd.; Ellaville, GA 31806  
3/08 – Jerry Lillard: 253 Paul Lockley Rd.; Lyons GA 30436  
3/09 – Grover Bell: 333 E. 53rd St.; Savannah, GA 31405  
3/10 – Joey Cannon: 146 Callaway St.; Leesburg, GA 31763 
3/15 – Brenda Iglehart: 305 Palm Club Circle.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
3/16 – Joel Dent: 1819 Pine Forest Circle; Dublin, GA 31021  
3/16 – Truett Leveritt: PO Box 15893; Savannah, GA 31416  
3/16 – Vance Mathis: PO Box 222; Bonaire, GA 31005  
3/17 – George Durham: 844 Woods Hole Circle; Statesboro, GA 30461  
3/17 – David Seyle: 304 Causton Harbour Dr.; Savannah, GA 31404  
3/18 – Tom Oliver: 511 Victory Dr.; Waynesboro, GA 30830  
3/19 – James Snell, Jr.: 1590 Piney Grove Rd.; Loganville, GA 30052  
3/20 – Ronnie Culpepper: 2848 Sue Mack Dr.; Columbus, GA 31906  
3/20 – Dan MacMinn: PO Box 1325; Ellaville, GA 31806 
3/21 – Delia Steffen: 128 Cambridge Way; Macon, GA 31220  
3/22 – Beverly Flowers: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252  
3/22 – Tommy Mason, Jr.: 7321 US Highway 41; Vienna, GA 31092  
3/23 – Dwight Bishop: 15 Blue Magnolia Dr.; Alapaha, GA 31622 
3/23 – James McIlrath: 748 Old Jesup Rd.; Brunswick, GA 31520 
3/23 – Jimmy Pennell: 2257 S. Lakeshore Dr.; Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
3/24 – Larry E. Bird: 325 Langston Chapel Rd.; Statesboro, GA 30458-3773  
3/28 – Hal Brady: 36 Lullwater Estate; Atlanta, GA 30307     
3/30 – Allen Brooks: 535 Hendley Circle; Nashville, GA 31639 
 

OBITUARIES 

Rev. James Allen Brooks 
The Reverend Mr. James Allen Brooks has received the desire of his heart, joining the Lord he 
loved and served as a United Methodist pastor in the South Georgia Conference for 35 years. He 
passed on from his home outside Nashville to his eternal home early on Saturday morning, 
March 7, 2020, after a brief illness, while in the care of his loving family. He was 23 days shy of 
his 90th birthday. He served part of his ministry as an Air Force chaplain, and retired from active 
ministry in 1995, when the Lord told him, “go home and take care of your disabled wife and 
son.” He was a devoted husband and father. 



Allen was born in Bowling Green, Florida on, as he enjoyed saying, “three, thirty, thirty.” The 
son of James Floyd Brooks and Estella Thornton Brooks, Allen’s early years were spent on his 
grandparents’ farm in central Florida, where he enjoyed “the feel of sand between my toes.” In 
1940 at age 10, his family moved to another family farm near Alapaha where the clay soil didn’t 
suit his bare feet so well, and where he learned carpentry and how to plow with a mule. He felt 
the call to ministry at age 16, but had to finish his schooling before answering that call. After 
high school, he attended South Georgia College in Douglas for two years. He then enlisted in the 
U.S. Air Force in 1951 and served four memorable years in Great Britain and Germany, doing 
security work he was not allowed to speak about until the 1990s: analyzing intercepted Soviet 
communications. 

Allen graduated from Valdosta State College in 1957, married his college sweetheart, Emma 
Dell (Hendley) Brooks in 1958, and then attended the Candler School of Theology at Emory 
University, Atlanta. He graduated with a Master of Divinity degree in 1960. He pastored and 
preached for the next 35 years. He followed the wise advice given to him by Bishop Cannon: 
“Preach the Word, and visit your people.” If you ever spoke to Allen for more than five minutes, 
you learned of his love for our Lord Jesus Christ and his belief in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Allen served as pastor of the Chula Charge, the Whigham Charge, then became an Air Force 
chaplain in 1963. He was stationed at Sewart AFB, Tennessee; Beale AFB, California; RAF 
Mildenhall, England; and Mountain Home AFB, Idaho. He also spent 18 months serving the 
isolated Air Force posts in the Aleutian Islands, Alaska, from which he returned with many 
interesting stories. He achieved the rank of major. 

After leaving the USAF, Allen returned to the South Georgia Conference, where he served as 
senior pastor of Palmyra Road UMC, Albany; Shurlington UMC, Macon; Epworth UMC, 
Columbus; Lynmore UMC, Macon; and Northview UMC, Warner Robins. 

His wife Emma and son Zachary Allen Brooks preceded him in death, in 2016 and 2018, 
respectively. 

He is survived by his son, Scott Brooks (Karen) of Atlanta; two grandchildren, Connor Brooks of 
Seattle, Washington and Holly Brooks of Charlottesville, Virginia; two younger brothers, David 
Brooks (Irmgard) of Leesburg and Walter Brooks (Annette) of Fitzgerald; and several nieces and 
nephews. 

Rev. Dr. John Horton 
The Reverend Dr. John Errell Horton, Jr., 82, former United Methodist Church pastor and 
beloved husband, father and grandfather, went to be with the Lord on March 8, 2020.  A 
celebration of life was held Friday, March 13, 2020, at Martha Bowman United Methodist 
Church with Dr. Bob Moon and Reverend Mark Magoni officiating. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to Missions-Horton, South Georgia Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, P.O. Box 7227, Macon, GA 31209. 

A native of Columbus, Georgia, he was a graduate of Jordan High School (1955), LaGrange 
College (1959), Emory University Candler School of Theology (1962) and received his Doctor 



of Divinity from San Francisco Theological Seminary (1986). Dr. Horton served as a faithful 
pastor for 62 years in the South Georgia UMC Conference (Long Cane, Parrott, Wesley Heights, 
Liberty, Gray, White Bluff, Dublin and Albany) including six years as District Superintendent of 
the Macon District. He enjoyed playing golf, rooting for his Georgia Bulldogs and attending his 
grandchildren’s soccer games. He was a humble and gifted church leader, preaching the word of 
God boldly from any pulpit he filled. Dr. Horton was known for his integrity, repeatedly standing 
up for what was right. He was preceded in death by his parents John Errell Horton, Sr. and Lottie 
Mae Reid Horton; his sisters Helen June Horton Workman and Gloria Horton Claiborne; and his 
former wife Mary Wright Horton. 

He is survived by his wife, Linda Little Horton; five daughters, Jennifer Leigh Horton of 
Columbus, Georgia, Jan Horton Spence (Mitchell) of Jacksonville, Florida, Jamie Horton 
Swartzendruber (Jacob) of Charlotte, North Carolina; Krista Davis Breedlove (Jason) of Athens, 
Georgia, and Ashley Davis Dorough of Macon; seven adoring grandchildren, Cole, Harrison, 
Caitlin, and Julia Breedlove and Casey, Savannah, and Hadley Dorough; two sisters, Mary Joyce 
Waltz (Alan) of Lombard, Illinois and Brenda Horton Tasker (the late J.W.) of Johns Creek, 
Georgia; one brother, Larry Franklin Horton (Judy) of Wiley, Georgia. 

Please visit www.hartsmort.com to express condolences. 

Hart’s at the Cupola, Hart’s Mortuary and Cremation Center, 6324 Peake Rd, Macon, GA 31210 
has charge of the arrangements. 

Rev. James D. Aycock, Jr. 
The Rev. James D. Aycock, Jr., retired member of The South Georgia Conference of The United 
Methodist Church, passed away Friday, March 13, 2020, at The Medical Center, Navicent Health 
in Macon, GA. 

James was born in Vidalia, GA, on October 15, 1951, the second of four children born into the 
home of The Rev. and Mrs. J. David (Polly) Aycock, Sr., and has lived in multiple communities 
across South Georgia as a member of a pastor’s family. His homes have included locations in 
Uvalda, Sardis, Hagan, Wadley, Colquitt, Valdosta, Funston, Cairo, Statesboro, Unadilla, 
Springfield, Ashburn, Lyons, Claxton, Eastman, Americus, and Charleston, SC. He graduated 
from high school at the old Wadley High School (Jefferson County), GA, in 1969. His college 
education included time at Asbury University (Wilmore, KY, Fall 1969 – Spring 1971) and 
Valdosta State University (Valdosta, GA) where he received his BA in Psychology. His graduate 
work was completed at Gammon Theological School (Atlanta, GA) and Candler School of 
Theology (Atlanta, GA) He was ordained a full elder of the South Georgia Conference in June 
1991 and retired from full time service in June 2011. 

James was married to Carolyn W. (Nell) Phillips Aycock (deceased, Colquitt, GA) for 30+ years 
(Feb. 1983 – Jan. 2014). Following her death in January 2014, he married the former Sheryl 
Bishop MacMillan (Charleston, SC). 

James is survived by his wife, Sheryl B. Aycock of Americus, GA; one daughter, Mrs. Mary 
Leigh Aycock (Lee) Harper of Lilburn, GA; four grandchildren, Emma Harper, Ricky Harper, 



Rosemary Harper, and Timothy Harper all of Lilburn, GA; mother, Polly O. Aycock of 
Americus, GA; three step-children, George T. (Vicki) Bradford of Columbus, GA, Sharon B. 
(Brooks) Lower of Oviedo, FL, and David N. (Lisa) Bradford of Loxahatchee, FL. four step-
grandchildren, Krista Bradford of Columbus, GA, Dalton T. Bradford, of Columbus, GA, 
Bradford L. Lowe, of Tampa, FL, and Rob L. Lowe of Oviedo, FL; one brother, Frank L. (Jill) 
Aycock of White Oak, FL, one sister, Martha (Bobby) Widner of Colquitt, GA; and multiple 
cousins and nephews. He was preceded in death by his father, Rev. J. David Aycock, Sr. and his 
older sister, Joy A. Fouschi. 

During an adult lifetime of ministry that covered 48+ years, Rev. Aycock has served as the 
resident pastor of the following churches and charges across South Georgia: Kelly United 
Methodist Church, Valdosta, GA; Funston United Methodist Church, Funston, GA; The Cairo 
Circuit, UM Church, Cairo, GA; The New Hosp-Oliver Charge, Statesboro, GA; The Unadilla-
Pinehurst Charge, Dooly County, GA; Springfield United Methodist Church, Springfield, GA; 
Ashburn United Methodist Church, Ashburn, GA; Lyons First UM Church, Lyons, GA; Claxton 
First UM Church, Claxton, GA; The Eastman-Friendship Charge, Eastman, GA; New Home FW 
Baptist Church, Colquitt, GA; The Hopewell-Concord Charge, Ellaville, GA; The Unadilla-
Pinehurst Charge, Dooly County, GA. 

Services were held Monday, March 16, 2020, at The Unadilla United Methodist Church, 
Unadilla, GA, with the Rev. Ricky Varnell, The Rev. Wesley Kaylor and The Rev. Stephen 
Webb officiating. Burial is planned for the Colquitt City Cemetery, Colquitt, Ga. 

It is requested that any memorials or donations be made to The Indian Springs Holiness Camp 
Ground, Flovilla, GA, or to The David Aycock Scholarship Fund at Asbury University. 

 

Scripture Readings – March 17 

March 22 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 
UMCOR Sunday 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 
Psalm 23 (UMH 754 or 137) 
Ephesians 5:8-14 
John 9:1-41 

March 29 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Psalm 130 (UMH 848) 
Romans 8:6-11 
John 11:1-45 



April 5 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Liturgy of the Palms 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 (UMH 839) 

Liturgy of the Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 (UMH 764) 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14-27:66, 
or Matthew 27:11-54 

April 6  
Monday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 42:1-9 
Psalm 36:5-11 (UMH 771) 
Hebrews 9:11-15 
John 12:1-11 

April 7 
Tuesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 49:1-7 
Psalm 71:1-14 (UMH 794) 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
John 12:20-36 

 

Commission on the General Conference to meet March 21 

Nashville, Tenn.: As concerns over the coronavirus (COVID-19) epidemic continue to escalate, 
the Commission on the General Conference will meet on March 21 via teleconference to discuss 
plans for the 2020 General Conference, scheduled for May 5-15, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minn.  

According to the United Methodist Book of Discipline, in the absence of a convened General 
Conference, only the full Commission, as the duly authorized committee of the General 
Conference, can set the date of the quadrennial meeting.  (Paragraphs 14 and 511.4a)  This 
would include making a decision and announcing a new date. 

On Friday, March 13, the Executive Committee of the Council of Bishops requested in writing a 
postponement of the General Conference, citing concerns over travel restrictions to the U.S., the 
potential spread of the virus, and the possibility of quarantine. Various delegations and 
individuals have also reached out to the Commission over the past week with their concerns. 



The Executive Committee of the Commission on the General Conference has continued to 
monitor developments in the spread of coronavirus as the situation has been rapidly changing. 
New guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, released on Sunday, March 
15, now recommends that, “for the next eight weeks, organizers (whether groups or individuals) 
cancel or postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more throughout the United 
States.” 

“We take our responsibility seriously to provide the delegates with a safe environment in which 
to make important decisions affecting the life and future of the denomination and to assure the 
full participation of all delegates in the decision-making process,” said Kim Simpson, chair of 
the Commission. “We appreciate the counsel of the Council of Bishops’ executive committee 
and others as we seek to make a decision that is in the best interest of all concerned.” 

Simpson noted that planning such a large international event is a complex process that includes 
logistical and travel arrangements, visas, security of voting, housing, vendor contracts, 
significant financial implications, translation, interpretation, and more, all of which must be 
provided for as a decision is made. 

“Through prayerful discernment and with the assistance of General Conference officers and 
staff, the Commission will be processing all of the various matters that would need to be cared 
for if the date of the event is changed and how those could be addressed. By doing so, we can 
make a decision that is thoughtful and rational,” said Simpson. 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 3/17/2020 edition 

UMCOR Sunday – March 22 
UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) enables the United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
reach out through worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health and peace. A special offering is 
taken on this day to support humanitarian aid through the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR). You can be assured that when catastrophes cause suffering, your church, impelled by 
Jesus' love and compassion, will be in the lead to ease the pain. Gifts to the UMCOR Sunday 
offering underwrite UMCOR's "costs of doing business." That helps them keep their promise that 
100 percent of every other gift you make to a specific UMCOR project can be spent on that 
project - not on home office costs. To learn more about UMCOR or to order resources to 
promote the offering, visit www.umcor.org or call 888-346-3862. 

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 26 
On Native American Ministries Sunday, United Methodists cultivate and support urban missions 
with Native Americans and fund scholarships for Native American seminarians. Your annual 
conference retains 50 percent of the offering is to strengthen and develop Native American 
ministries. However, if no Native American ministries exist in the conference, the entire offering 



is remitted to the General Council on Finance and Administration for Native American ministries 
in other areas. The remaining 50 percent of the offering expands mission work with the Native 
American Urban Initiative and provides scholarships for Native Americans attending United 
Methodist and other approved schools of theology. Is it easier to learn Native American 
traditions from a Native American or an Irish American? This is why the Native American 
Ministries Sunday offering is critical – to continue the traditions and nurture the gifts of Native 
Americans. More information 

 


