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South Georgia United Methodists share fellowship, connection with Agape Meal 

In this time of crisis, social distancing, and uncertainty, the things people need most are prayer, 
support, and encouragement. 

But how are those things shared when we can’t be together? 

On the evening of Sunday, May 3, the South Georgia Conference gathered for a virtual Agape 
Meal, a time of fellowship and connection. 

Introduced to John Wesley by the Moravians, Agape Meals became a significant part of early 
Methodism. And at a time when the church is scattered because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
Sunday’s Agape Meal helped fill in the gaps felt by not being together in corporate worship, 
participants said. 

Sitting at their kitchen table next to his wife, Sherrill, Bishop Bryan summarized Acts chapter 2, 
verses 42 and 46-47. 

“They worshiped God every day in the temple and then they went to their homes and they broke 
bread together … with glad and generous hearts,” he said. 

We understand why Jesus was so focused on inviting people to the table, Bishop Bryan said. It 
wasn’t just a catchy way to build relationships, but far more. 

“When we are gathered around a table … when people are brought together, that is a taste of the 
Kingdom of God, and we want everyone to be at that table.” 

United Methodists from around the South Georgia Conference gathered around their own tables 
with their own versions of comfort food to participate in the Agape Meal. From Fort Valley to 
Willacoochee to Midland and everywhere in between, people tuned in to break bread together. 

“As my husband and I sat outside with our comfort food and watched as comments were being 
shared and people interacted online, I imagined myself literally ‘with’ everyone gathered and 
sharing common space as Christians, United Methodists, and our connection across South 
Georgia. It was very moving for me,” said Allison Lindsey, who helped organize the Agape 
Meal and took part in it from her home in Douglas.  

On the far side of the state, Patricia Gibbs, a member of Trinity Chapel UMC on Tybee Island, 
said it was a pleasure to join the Bryans for the Agape Meal.  

“It was the first time in a long time that I sat across the table and had people to see,” Gibbs said. 
“It was not only a peaceful and spiritual experience, but for someone living alone, it was a 
blessing to see faces and hear voices in my own home.” 

For Rev. Carrie Myers, pastor of Ashburn First and Sycamore United Methodist Churches, the 
Agape Meal was a time to be connected with friends. 



“It was interesting and fun to see my pastor friends and church members,” said Rev. Myers, who 
enjoyed a meal of crackers, cheese, grapes.  

She appreciated the Facebook chat platform that enabled participants to interact and dialogue 
with one another.  

“We were kind of eating supper together. We haven’t been able to do that, and I really enjoyed 
that aspect of it.” 

Rev. Rebecca Duke-Barton, pastor of Jesup First United Methodist Church, appreciated how 
Mrs. Bryan tied her trip to the Holy Land and her reading of John 21 into the meal by serving 
fish and bread. 

“I was so grateful to Bishop and Mrs. Bryan for opening their home to us and inviting us to share 
a meal together,” she said. “Even though they were eating tilapia and we had chicken nuggets, 
they created a sense of togetherness around the table.”  

The prayer was especially meaningful to Rev. Duke-Barton.  

“I loved how the Bryans named groups who needed prayer and left us to fill in at our own table 
specific names. It helped me to remember some friends who needed prayer. I think of how many 
names were spoken in prayer across South Georgia.” 

At a time when people are looking for ways to stay connected to one another while remaining 
socially distant, the Agape Meal proved a tangible way for South Georgia United Methodists to 
feel a sense of connectedness and see the Holy Spirit at work. 

“One thing that has become so very evident to me over the past several weeks is that the church 
cannot be contained in a building. We all know this to be true, but are experiencing it in a very 
different way during this time,” Lindsey said. “The Spirit is at work among us in indescribable 
ways, but ways that are deeply felt.” 

To experience the Agape Meal, visit www.sgaumc.org/agapemeal.  

 

Faith helps UMs care for others 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Psalm 23 runs on a continuous loop in Brandy Floyd’s head these days. 

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me…” 

Floyd, a busy physician assistant in Blakely and member of Blakely First United Methodist 
Church, is concerned about her patients, her family, and her community. 

In the past two months, her family practice clinic, Pioneer Family Medical, has had to convert to 
telemedicine as the COVID-19 pandemic took hold of the small town.  



Instead of examining patients face to face, the clinic is now treating 40 to 60 patients virtually 
each day, mostly via phone. If a patient needs testing, a nurse will don personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and conduct the testing at the patient’s car. 

“We’re having to determine the difference between allergies and coronavirus over the phone. It’s 
very hard to determine sometime,” said Floyd, who also treats nursing home patients every other 
month. “I’m reassuring a lot of people, prescribing medicine over the phone … our goal here is 
to keep patients out of the emergency room.” 

Early County, in rural southwest Georgia, had, as of Monday, May 4, 221 coronavirus cases, 23 
deaths, and 13 hospitalizations, according to the Georgia Department of Public Health. 

More than 1,178,200 people in the United States have been infected with the coronavirus and at 
least 68,300 have died, according to a New York Times database. More than 1,000 additional 
deaths have been announced every day since April 2.  

For Floyd, the COVID-19 crisis has changed everything about the way she practices medicine. 

“It’s so different. COVID has changed so much,” she said. “Things are changing, literally, day to 
day, and we’re all having to keep up, and that’s hard to do. I’m used to looking things up, but 
there are no good studies to look up. There’s nothing out there. And trying to protect ourselves, 
our patients, and our families is a real struggle.” 

She knows, though, despite the worry and anxiety, God is in the midst of this crisis. Psalm 23 
reminds her of His promise. 

“I know God is going to bring us through this and that psalm reminds me of that,” she said. “It 
does feel like the valley of the shadow of death right now – there’s so much unknown and there 
are so many deaths and so much sickness – but I have to fear no evil. I have to come to work 
every day and do what I can and be there for those who need us and know He’s with us.” 

Lee Walker, a nurse practitioner at Optim Primary Care in Metter, is praying more now than 
before the pandemic. 

“I am concerned for the people I know that are actually working on the frontline of this 
situation,” said Walker, a member of Statesboro First United Methodist Church.  

As a family practice nurse practitioner, Walker said his practice is using telemedicine to continue 
seeing and treating patients, and he’s working hard to educate and inform as many as possible 
about the virus. 

“I know God has all of this in his hands and thankfully we have the faith that this too shall pass. 
We will have to keep our eyes open to whatever comes our way and keep the faith.” 

Working as an operating room Registered Nurse during the coronavirus pandemic is a stressful 
challenge, says Chris Merritt, a member of Hazlehurst First United Methodist Church. 



All staff and patients at Coffee Regional Medical Center in Douglas undergo screening before 
entering the building, and only emergent and urgent cases are being treated. There has been a 
sharp decrease in the number of surgeries performed, Merritt said.  

“One thing people don’t realize is how serious the situation actually is. It’s definitely to be 
respected,” he said. 

Merritt has seen the community rally to support caregivers and patients by providing meals, 
holding a parking lot prayer vigil, and more. 

“I have seen people in the community and hospital come together in ways that are refreshing. We 
have seen an outpouring of love and support from businesses, churches, and just the general 
public,” he said. “It’s so wonderful to see the outpouring of love during these times to show that 
God is still present, even now.” 

 

Wesley at Frederica members live out faith, make impact on community 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Nearly a year ago, Leslie and Mark Coptsias began building a four bedroom, three-and-a-half-
bathroom home on St. Simons Island. Located in the Sea Palms neighborhood, the home boasts 
both lake and golf course views.  

But what can’t be seen is the impact it will make on the Glynn County community.  

When the sale closes at the end of this month, the proceeds of its sale will be donated to 
FaithWorks, a social services ministry affiliated with The United Methodist Church.  

It’s a dream the Coptsias, owners of Picket Fence Properties, have had for several years. 

“We’ve been thinking about this for a long time, and often when you’re in a position to help you 
try to consider in what way your efforts can be most helpful and most productive,” Leslie 
Coptsias said. “We really felt like this would best leverage our skills and abilities to turn it into 
funding and money that could then be used by FaithWorks.” 

The 3,000 square foot home, with a list price of $689,000, didn’t sit on the market long. The 
home was under contract about an hour after being listed on the Multiple Listing Service (MLS). 

Introduced to FaithWorks and its ministry and mission by Charles Molloy, a friend and 
FaithWorks’ Chief Development Officer, the Coptsias have long discussed how they could be 
involved in the ministry.  

“We really love the organization and really believe in what they do, so it was a perfect match,” 
Mark Coptsias said.  



The Coptsias are impacting the community by doing what they do every day, said Dr. Wright 
Culpepper, Executive Director of FaithWorks. Similar to those who are making masks for 
healthcare workers, the Coptsias are using their talents to serve others. 

“There are probably a billion acts of kindness going on in the world where people have said, 
‘I’ve got to do something; I don’t have any resources except what I’ve got in my pantry or what 
I’ve got in my sewing kit,’” Dr. Culpepper said. “Sometimes we don’t think we have anything to 
give, but when we give of ourselves it inspires and encourages others and reminds them that they 
play a significant role in the betterment of the world. Mark and Leslie doing that for us is going 
to be a real blessing to hundreds of other people in the community, and it’s something they do 
every day.” 

Some of the money the Coptsias give will likely be put towards FaithWorks’ Open Doors 
program, a community housing and job training ministry, perhaps to purchase a new home. A 
portion of the funds will help continue to provide services and benevolent assistance to those in 
need.  

The Coptsias, members of Wesley at Frederica United Methodist Church, build six to eight 
homes a year. They try to design each as if they and their two children were planning to live in it. 
They were inspired by FaithWorks’ ministry of justice and mercy. 

“The idea and philosophy of helping your fellow man and that we’re all sons and daughters of 
God is an important message,” Leslie Coptsias said. “Helping one other and finding the 
humanity in the situation is what it’s all about.” 

Living out one’s faith and making an impact on others – just as the Coptsias are doing – is what 
FaithWorks does, Dr. Culpepper said.  

“What do you do every day? Instead of doing it for yourself, how do you shift it to impact the 
community around you? That’s what FaithWorks is all about; that’s our message, to live out your 
faith,” Dr. Culpepper said. “That’s what Mark and Leslie are doing. They’re making a 
difference.” 

 

Baxter named LaGrange College president 

Susanna Baxter, current president of the Georgia Independent College Association, was named 
the 26th president of LaGrange College today after a unanimous vote by the institution’s board 
of trustees.  

Dr. Baxter succeeds Dan McAlexander, who announced his intention to retire last year after 
leading the institution for 11 years. She will assume the post this summer, according to Board 
Chair Bobby Carmichael, who also headed the presidential search committee. 

“Our campus leadership could not be more excited to have Dr. Baxter become president of this 
fine institution,” Carmichael said. “She brings a wealth of expertise and leadership in higher 



education, as evidenced by her 20 years of work serving and advocating for private higher 
education in both Tennessee and Georgia. 

“She is the right person to not only lead us through these challenging COVID-19 times, but also 
to cast a vision and action plan for the longer term. I am confident that all members of the 
LaGrange College community join me in supporting her as we look ahead to a bright future.” 

Having served for 10 years in Atlanta as GICA president, Dr. Baxter said she is humbled to have 
been chosen for the position. 

“About to enter its 190th year, LaGrange College has such a storied history. It is an honor to be 
joining such a wonderful institution with such a dedicated team,” she said. 

“My family and I look forward to becoming part of a vibrant campus community—and the 
equally vibrant community of LaGrange—sometime this summer. 

“I am grateful for President McAlexander’s impressive tenure, which gives us much to build 
upon. Working with the entire LaGrange family, I am confident we can propel the college 
strongly ahead.” 

She will become the second woman to carry the title of LaGrange College president. Daisy 
Davies, a missionary, fundraiser and scholar, served as president from 1915 to 1920. 

Dr. Baxter is a summa cum laude graduate of Pfeiffer College with a degree in Christian 
education and religion. She holds a master’s in education in general administrative leadership 
and a doctorate in higher education leadership and policy from Vanderbilt University. 

At Barton College in Wilson, North Carolina, she was director of residence life and intramural 
activities before being named dean of students. In 2000, she joined Tennessee Independent 
Colleges and Universities Association as head of member services and grants, eventually 
becoming chief operating officer in 2007. 

Dr. Baxter moved to GICA in 2010, where she works with a board of directors, elected officials, 
corporations, foundations and government employees to advance the cause of independent higher 
education with the Governor’s Office, General Assembly and national leaders. 

She has raised more than $1 million in scholarship aid, grants to support collaborative initiatives 
and operational funds, including a $570,000 federal grant. She successfully advocated for the 
restoration of $6 million in state funding for the Tuition Equalization Grant in 2013, and a 
historic increase of $2.2 million in 2014, which included an effective grassroots campaign. 

Dr. Baxter also works on the board of the National Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities in Washington, D.C., the leading nonprofit higher education advocacy group in the 
country. 

She is a highly recognized speaker, having presented talks around the state and nation. She 
appeared on the LaGrange campus in 2016 as a guest lecturer and in 2018 as a keynote speaker 
at the national Advancement Roundtable. 



Dr. Baxter serves as a governor appointee to the REACH Foundation Board, lay representative 
on the Georgia United Methodist Commission on Higher Education and Collegiate Ministry, and 
member of the staff parish relations committee at Saint Mark United Methodist Church in 
Atlanta. She also helps lead many coalitions on college costs and campus safety. 

She is married to Mark R. Huffman and they have two children, Inman, 11, and Wade, 6. 

Dr. Baxter was one of more than 100 applicants considered for the leadership post at LaGrange. 
The candidates were reviewed by a 13-member presidential search committee, which was 
composed of individuals representing the wide array of the institution’s constituents. 

 

What’s on your pastor’s mind? 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN 

Do you ever wonder what’s on your pastor’s mind these days? I am privileged to hear from and 
talk with South Georgia clergy every day. I’d love to share some things I have learned over the 
past six weeks through the conversations I am having.  

• YOU are on your pastor’s mind! Your pastor thinks of you constantly and prays for you 
and all the members of your church family - especially those who have lost jobs, those 
who are battling illness, and those who are grieving. 

• Your pastor wants to resume in-person worship as soon as possible. 

• At the same time, your pastor also wants to act responsibly in terms of addressing the 
safety of everyone in your congregation: infants, children, youth, and adults of all ages.  

• Your pastor may have a backlog of funerals and/or weddings to schedule and lead once 
those become possible. 

• Your pastor has likely learned new skills during this time: how to preach to an empty 
room or to a camera on a computer; video production; social media; online meetings. He 
or she has been creative reaching out to colleagues, conference staff, or their District 
Superintendent to discover the best way to do ministry during this time.  

• Your pastor has researched and discovered a wealth of resources, including ones our 
conference staff has made available on the conference website. This includes 
participating in our “Zoom at Noon” calls which are tailored to the size and context of 
each local church. 

• Your pastor is deeply grateful for the many ways you have continued to support your 
local church, financially and otherwise. 



• Your pastor is very likely collaborating with local church leaders on a “rolling restart,” 
which means choosing how to pace the beginning of church activities with the realization 
that we cannot resume everything at one time. Your pastor is asking questions like: When 
and how can we safely resume in the weeks ahead?  What needs to wait for a month or 
longer? 

• Your pastor is working with local church leaders to define the specific concerns that need 
to be addressed for your congregation: 

o social distancing 

o sanitizing surfaces and rooms 

o changes such as: how offering is received, how greeters will function, how 
children, youth, and choir ministries will operate, and so much more. 

• Your pastor wants you to know that he or she appreciates your prayers and other 
expressions of support. 

The clergy in the South Georgia Conference have been remarkable in the ways they have gone 
above and beyond to be Alive Together in Christ during this season of crisis and uncertainty. 
While your pastor is ministering, serving, loving, and shepherding you – even from afar – he or 
she is also shouldering the burden of wanting to make the right decisions for your congregation. 
That’s not an easy load to carry.  

Will you join me in saying “thank you” to your pastor today? Will you join me in praying for 
your pastor? My prayer is for our pastors to feel our support, love, and encouragement today and 
every day as they seek to make decisions for the churches in South Georgia. 

Alive Together in Witness, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

Camp Connect update: no camps this summer 

Last week, Suzanne Akins, Camp Connect director, announced that all 2020 Camp 
Connect summer camps have been canceled. Camp Connect is the camping ministry of the South 
Georgia Annual Conference. 

“With heavy hearts, we have made the decision to not have camps this summer,” Akins said. 
“Through consultation and collaboration with conference leadership, Bishop Bryan, camp 
industry experts, and health officials, we are confident that closing camps for the 2020 summer is 
the wisest decision for us.  

“The safety and well-being of your children and our staff have and always will be our main 
priority,” she said. 



A full refund will be given to all who have already registered. Each registered family will be 
contacted within the next couple of weeks.   

In a video, Akins shares future plans: “We know that we will be back together again in 2021, and 
it’s going to be better than we can ever imagine.” 

For more information and to watch a video from the camp director, 
visit www.campconnectumc.org/covid-19-update. 

 

Promising Peace 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 3: Called to God’s Work of Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of May 10, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17 
Key Verse: Zechariah 8:15 

Lesson Aims 

1. Describe the expressions of the peace that God promises. 
2. Explain why jealousy is not a sin or character defect when applied to God. 
3. Discuss “God’s New Normal” with the class. 

We are told that there is a little known psychiatric condition called “athazagoraphobia.” It refers 
to an irrational fear of being forgotten, and the associated anxiety can be debilitating. Individuals 
who suffer from this condition may feel the need to check in with family constantly while 
traveling. Or they might excessively remind a co-worker about an upcoming meeting. And 
changes in plans can bring on panic attacks as these sufferers’ lives are filled with anxiety and 
fear.  

There are a few passages in the Bible that speak of a fear of being forgotten by God (example: 
Lamentations 5:20), but there are many more passages that speak of the reality of people 
forgetting God (example, Jeremiah 3:21) and that fact speaks directly to a critical role of 
prophets pointing out the reality of God’s memory and its implications for us (example: 
Zechariah 10:9).  

Lesson Context 

It is reported that there are at least 30 men in the Bible who go by the name Zechariah. However, 
the one who wrote the book of today’s study was the prophet from a priestly family whose 
ministry occurred after the Babylonian exile. Zechariah’s ministry began in the second year of 
Darius’ reign in Persia (520 BC) and ceased in the fourth year of the king’s reign (518 BC).  



The setting in post-exilic Jerusalem is essential to understanding Zechariah’s prophecies. Twenty 
years after returning from exile, signs of God’s continued favor seemed to have disappeared 
(Ezra 4:24; Haggai 1:1-11). Many of those who returned undoubtedly wondered if God had 
forgotten them. 

In chapter 8, we have a vivid glimpse not only into Zechariah’s hopes and ideals, but also into 
the forlorn condition of the people and the land. Many of the Israelites were still in exile (v.7). 
They themselves were slack, timid, disheartened (vv. 9a, 13b). There were few old people to be 
seen in Jerusalem and few children (v.4). Unemployment was widespread, the neighboring 
peoples were hostile, there was internal dissension (v.10), a drought (Haggai 1:11) had ruined the 
crops and their name was a derision in the world (v.13). The situation was so desperate that it 
seemed as if only a miracle could transform it (v.6). No problem says Zechariah, miracles are 
God’s business, and He is equal to the task. Thus, the misery of the former days before the 
building of the Temple was begun in 520 BC would be turned into joy.  

The Picture of a Restored Society Stability  
(Zechariah 8:1-8) 

The phrase “the word of the Lord…came to” occurs dozens of times in the Old Testament as a 
standard introduction to a prophecy. Much rarer, however, is the inclusion of the description 
“Almighty,” most occurring in this book (compare Isaiah 39:5; Zechariah 7:4; 8:18). It serves to 
stress God’s power. God is both fully present and fully capable to accomplish whatever he 
determines to do. Verse 2 says, “I am very jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her.” 
There is no doubt in the prophet’s mind that the Lord has the right to be “jealous” for his people; 
they are his exclusively (see Joel 2:18). God’s jealously, however, is not like that of a boy who 
has a fit if he sees his girlfriend flirting with someone else. The biblical concept of jealousy when 
applied to God indicates a profound sense of caring and commitment. 

And this is even more apparent where a word in the original language is translated “jealousy” in 
one passage but “zeal” in another. For example, the Hebrew noun translated “jealous” here and 
“jealousy” in Ezekiel 8:3,5 is rendered “zeal” in Isaiah 9:7. The common idea is one of fervency. 
God’s jealousy implies his right to protect his people and to be angry at those who would hurt 
them (Zechariah 1:14, 15). 

“This is what the Lord says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem” (verse 3). 

Zechariah’s ministry includes encouraging the returned exiles to finish rebuilding the temple (see 
Ezra 4:24-5:2). When God declares his intention to “dwell in Jerusalem,” he refers specifically to 
the temple (Zechariah 1:16). Zion can refer to the entire city of “Jerusalem” or to only the temple 
area. Both of these represent the entire nation. For the returned exiles, God’s presence signifies 
the restoration of his favor (Zechariah 2:10). 

“Then Jerusalem will be called the Faithful City,” though the Jews had suffered judgment, 
Zechariah reinforces God’s intentions on their behalf. God’s renaming of “Jerusalem” uses a 
term that evokes themes of loyalty and trustworthiness. Post-exilic Jerusalem is to have a 



reputation of residents who keep faith with one another. That trustworthiness is to be without as 
the covenant between God and his people if fully honored.  

We are informed that in the New Testament the “New Jerusalem” represents the final, complete 
fulfillment of God’s intention (Revelation 3:12; 21:2,10). 

“And the mountain of the Lord Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” 

The renaming continues. The “mountain” to which Zechariah refers is the hill upon which the 
temple will be rebuilt. To designate “the mountains of the Lord Almighty” as “the Holy 
Mountain” serves to set it apart from normal human activity; it is to be reserved wholly for 
God’s use. Such an image of God’s holy mountain shows up several times in prophecy in this 
regard (examples, Isaiah 66:20; Ezekiel 20:40; Joel 3:17; contrast Isaiah 65:11). 

The re-designation of both the city and the mountain suggests the idea of uncompromised loyalty 
to God – true faithfulness. 

So Zechariah gives a vivid portrayal of what Jerusalem will be like when city and temple are 
restored and the exiles have returned. It shall happen that if the ethical commands are observed, 
God’s favor will be manifest in their midst, resulting in seasons of joy and gladness and cheerful 
feasts (Zechariah 8:19). 

Two details of this city stand out in interest. It is one in which older people and children are 
obviously happy and contented (Zechariah 8:4-6). Too often, men and women tend to measure a 
city’s significance by its businesses, professions and industry, its buildings, wealth, and culture. 
Zechariah, however, suggests that we measure the significance of our cities by their effect upon 
two groups so easily overlooked – the old and the young. 

Thus, the prophet establishes the welfare and contentment of older people and children as the 
mark of a city functioning as a city is meant to function. And there is something that is very 
contemporary in the observation of this ancient prophet. So often in our time the very old and the 
very young, who cannot look after themselves and who serve no social or economic function, are 
treated as less than human and to be pushed aside. 

But what a challenge to the churches! The churches are called to reverence the value of all 
persons regardless of age, and numerous churches are doing just that with their caring, creative 
ministries to older adults and children. Hats off to those churches! 

In the course of describing this very different restoration future, Zechariah counters a possible 
reservation: What God announces through Zechariah will seem too harsh. It will seem so hard as 
to be impossible (Zechariah 8:6). And this reservation is attributed to “the remnant of this 
people,” a term that appears again in vv. 11-12, but nowhere else in Zechariah. In each case, 
however, it appears in a reference to the future, contrasted with the past. 

Clearly, in verse 11, we see that the future is beginning “now.” By referring to the people as a 
remnant, Zechariah again signals a change from the adversity produced by the past and still 
affecting the present. That change will include God’s saving “my people” from countries east 
and west (v.7). 



In verse 8, we see that the powerful themes presented thus far are repeated. To exist fully as 
God’s people suggests their taking his characteristics of “being faithful and righteous” as their 
own. God’s loyalty to his people is thus to come full circle in their loyalty to him. That has been 
God’s intent since the first sin (compare John 12:32). In the New Testament, God’s intent to 
include Gentiles is very clear. Even so, that inclusion is nothing new, as underlined by quotations 
from the Old Testament in the New (see Acts 13:47; Romans 15:12). As we are told, Zechariah’s 
prophecy finds its ultimate fulfillment in the church. 

Prosperity 
(Zechariah 8:11-17) 

Here we see God moving the new normal a step further. This new time of restoration will not 
follow any pattern expected by “the remnant.” God has such a change in mind that it vastly 
exceeds whatever their recent experience may predict. Thus far, they have faced the uphill battles 
of reclaiming their land, rebuilding their heritage and maintaining priorities while doing so (see 
Ezra 4; Haggai 1:2-4). The result has been poor harvests and inadequate clothing. 

The promises in verse 12 reads like a reversal of the curse God put on all the earth after Adam 
and Eve’s sinning (Genesis 3:17-19). Similar prophecies draw even clearer parallels (see Ezekiel 
34:25-29; Haggai 2:15-19). Lists of blessings elsewhere reflect similar promises (example: 
Leviticus 26:3-10). 

Therefore, the promise of good harvests goes hand in hand with the promise of stability in the 
land. That also implies no war, no raids, and no political unrest to destroy the fruitfulness of the 
land. 

Zechariah’s people knew what it was to be poor. They had been political exiles and had returned 
to a land that had been plundered by the enemy. So when the prophet told them of peaceful 
prosperity that was coming, they would appreciate it as God’s gift when it became reality. 

In verse 13, we see the themes of blessing and curse being brought full circle. Here God reminds 
his people of his original promise to bless the nations through Abraham (Genesis 12:2,3). 
However, they had been a “curse” in that while claiming to belong to God, they were disloyal 
and followed every kind of wrong behavior.  

No one could have looked at pre-exilic Judah and understood either who God is or what 
belonging to him really means. Instead of drawing the nations toward God, their behavior 
ridiculed him. 

But now it will be different! Now God’s people will prove his love and his power in this new 
normal of living in God’s presence. Just as Abraham proved to be a blessing to the world by 
living a life of loyalty to God, so will they be. Despite their history of disobedience, God 
promises restoration without fear of reprisal. 

To strengthen one’s hands in the Old Testament is to renew one’s power and motivation to act. 
This results in a person being encouraged to act confidently in the services of God. 



Francis of Assisi was one who acted confidently in the services of God. On one occasion he 
came upon a half-frozen beggar. Wrapping his own coat about him, Francis said, “Here friend. 
Here is thy cloak. I have kept it from thee for too long already.” Francis identified with the 
beggar and then extended mercy. 

As a basis for the continued encouragement of God’s people, verses 14 and 15 return to the 
matter of ancestral disobedience and consequent judgment, but only in order to contrast it with 
“these days,” in which God purposes to do good to Jerusalem and the house of Judah. Again, we 
see the contrast vividly in the words “just as” of verse 14 with the words “so now” of verse 15. 
So the reversal is explicit! 

Verses 16 and 17 remind us that God’s people must reflect his character in their relationships. 
This is why the themes of “judgment” and “truth” turn up again. These two concepts go hand in 
hand and should define the lives of God’s people. 

The word “courts” refers to a city’s entrance where legal issues were settled (example: Ruth 
4:1,2,11). To practice justice there is to set the proper example for everyone watching to do the 
same. There will be no bribes, no partiality shown to anyone (see Exodus 23:8; Isaiah 33:15,16; 
etc.).  

For God to state what he hates establishes boundaries of human behavior. 

Ancient covenants established between kings and citizens frequently listed the positive attributes 
and actions of the ruler before listing the expected reciprocal responsibilities of the citizen. Thus, 
Zechariah’s prophecy is essentially a covenant in miniature: it institutes a new normal of peace 
in light of God’s presence with his people. 

Conclusion 

When a relationship needs to go from bad to good, someone has to make the first move. The text 
for today tells of a time when God did just that. The bad relationship between God and his 
people was solely the fault of the people. Therefore, they should have made the first move. But 
God in his compassion took the initiative, promising great things to his people. And so it still is. 
God promises great things for us when we actually deserve the opposite. However, God’s 
determined to redeem all who are willing to acknowledge him as sovereign Lord. Thanks be to 
God! 

Action Plan 

1. What’s the single most important thing your church can do right now to make it a 
welcome haven for people of all ages? 

2. Which kind of change should you work on most: learning to love what the Lord loves, or 
learning to hate what the Lord hates? Why? 

3. How do you understand Zechariah’s concept of restoration and why do you think it is 
important? 



Resources for this lesson 

1. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christian Teaching,” pages 309-315. 

2. “The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VII,” pages 735-738, 794-798. 

3. “The Interpreter’s Bible Volume 6,” pages 1085-1088. 

4. “The Abingdon Bible Commentary” by J.L. McFadyen, page 824. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 

Practice Justice 

Spring Quarter: Justice and The Prophets 
Unit 3: Called to God’s Work of Justice 

Sunday school lesson for the week of May 17, 2020 
By Dr. Hal Brady 

Lesson Scripture: Jeremiah 21:8-14 
Key Verse: Jeremiah 21:12a 

Lesson Aims 

4. Summarize Jeremiah’s message to the people and the royal court. 
5. Explain why God’s covenant people sometimes suffered (or seemed to suffer) more 

severely under his judgmental wrath then did their pagan enemies. 
Some of the most disheartening, even frightening, times in life are those when we come face-to-
face with the negative consequences of our poor decisions. Perhaps we didn’t turn in a paper on 
time at school and were shocked at how our grade was diminished. In a situation like this, the 
lesson we learn often turns out to be very valuable to us later on. And so it should have been with 
God’s covenant people of the Old Testament era. 

Lesson Context: Historical 

We are informed that the prophet Jeremiah ministered from about 626 to 575 BC. That ministry 
was to a people – the Judeans – who had disobeyed the Lord on a level far beyond the failure of 
a late school paper. As a result, serious consequences loomed. God had sent prophet after 
prophet to warn both kings and commoners of pending destruction. But they didn’t listen. They 
acted as though they had God’s favor no matter what. They even viewed Jerusalem’s temple as a 
good-luck charm (Jeremiah 7:4). 



The northern kingdom, Israel, had been taken into captivity by the Assyrians in 722 BC. A 
century later, the survival of the southern kingdom of Judah was by no means assured. The 
Assyrians were still the dominant military and political power in the ancient near East.  

King Ashurbanipal of Assyria died in 627 BC and his death laid bare serious internal weaknesses 
in Assyria. Disorder and revolt erupted in every part of that empire. The result was that Nineveh, 
the capital city, was destroyed in 612 BC, and the last vestige of Assyrian might was wiped out 
at the Battle of Carchemish in 605 BC (see Jeremiah 46:2). 

Now, the consequences of Assyria’s decline were felt in Judah. After a reign of about 30 years, 
King Josiah was killed in battle in 609 BC as he attempted to halt the Egyptian army from aiding 
the remnants of the Assyrian army (2 Kings 23:29).  

At this point, the Babylonians stepped into the power vacuum left by the collapse of Assyria. 
They did so under the Babylonian king Nabopolassar and his son Nebuchadnezzar (reigned 626-
605 and 605-562 BC, respectively). Babylon came to dominate much of Assyria’s old territory. 
The last kings of Judah reined in subservience to the Babylonians before the final exile of 586 
BC (Jeremiah 24, 25). 

Jeremiah 1:2 places the beginning of Jeremiahs’ ministry at around 626 BC. The book of 
Jeremiah preserves a prophetic ministry that took place over the course of the next several 
decades – through the reign of five Judean kings and a governor. 

Lesson Context: Jeremiah 21 

The opening verse of chapter 21 sets the scene. Pashhur and Zephaniah were sent by Judah’s 
final king, Zedekiah, to Jeremiah. Pashhur (not the same Pashhur as in Jeremiah 20) was a 
dogged opponent of Jeremiah, even trying to have him executed (see Jeremiah 38:1-4). And 
Zephaniah, a priest (not to be confused with the prophet of the same name), was not actively 
hostile to Jeremiah (see 21:1; 29:25-29). 

The two emissaries intended to enlist Jeremiah’s help in order to ensure God’s aid against King 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (Jeremiah 21:1,2). So it is no surprise that King Zedekiah’s request 
for the prophet to seek a word from the Lord is really a request to intercede on their behalf with 
the Lord. And the “wonderful deeds” are the mighty acts of God manifested in the Exodus and 
the journey into the land and in the whole history of this people whom the Lord has delivered 
from the hands of their enemy. Knowing that history, Zedekiah hopes – and prays – for such a 
magnificent deliverance now (2 Kings 19:35,36). Couldn’t God be counted on to do such again? 

However, as Jeremiah’s response shows, the request demonstrated a fundamental 
misunderstanding of Judah’s standing with God. 



So Jeremiah’s response comes in three parts. First, there came words against King Zedekiah 
himself (Jeremiah 21:3-7). The prophet was blunt: Jerusalem’s weapons will become a liability 
as God himself fights against the city. 

Today’s scripture lesson opens with the second section of Jeremiah’s response. 

To the People 
(Jeremiah 21:8-10) 

In the second of Jeremiah’s three-part responses, he turns his attention from the king (without 
excluding him) to “the people” in general. God sets before them a stark choice between “life” 
and “death.” Though similar expressions are common throughout scripture, this particular one 
seems to especially recall the words of Moses: “See I set before you today life and prosperity, 
death and destruction.” (Deuteronomy 30:15).  

Jeremiah’s words of judgment and doom come in the context of God’s covenant with the people. 
Though sometimes it seems overlooked, God still requires obedience and loyalty. The people’s 
often-repeated refusals to render to him their exclusive worship have brought them to this dire 
point. 

An acquaintance once wrote Turgenev, the Russian novelist, and said, “I have decided the real 
problem of life is learning to put one’s self in second place.” Turgenev wrote back: “I have 
decided the real problem in life is to decide what to put in first place.” Obviously, God’s 
covenant people had forgotten their responsibility of putting God first, and they were now facing 
the consequences of their mistakes. 

In a true sense, the choice presented to God’s people in the days of Jeremiah is also presented to 
us, collectively and individually, today. Jesus speaks of the choice between life and death as a 
choice between a wide gate and a narrow way (Matthew 7:13,14). Each of us is called to choose 
the path we take. Though choosing life seems the obvious choice, many still choose death by 
trusting in their own wisdom (contrast Proverbs 3:5-7). Only following Jesus leads to life (John 
14:6,7). 

In verses 9 and 10, we see that the choices that Jeremiah has just presented abstractly in the 
previous verse he now paints in real-life terms. To stay in Jerusalem and try to hold out against 
“the Babylonians” will mean certain death. The three vehicles of death – “by the sword, famine 
or plague” – are all typical of the results of a long siege (compare Ezekiel 5:12). 

On the other hand, leaving the confines of the city and surrendering to the Babylonians is the 
only path to continued life (compare Jeremiah 14:12; 38:17; 40:9). This passage draws on 
language and themes from the great covenantal and climactic text of Deuteronomy (30:15-19). 
As in that decisive moment, the people are given the alternative of life or death. In Deuteronomy 
the choice was a matter of obedience to the Lord’s instruction. Now, however, that option is no 



longer open. Or rather, the people have chosen the way of death by failing to obey the Lord’s 
commands. 

As mentioned previously, leaving the confines of the city and surrendering to the Babylonians is 
the only path to continued life. To be sure, this is not the advice the people hope for in this 
situation. They want to stay “in this city” and be delivered by God. However, the ways of life 
and death that Jeremiah presents are the only options. Because God has decided to punish his 
people, there will be no deliverance from the Babylonians (Jeremiah 27:11, 12). So in this 
situation, if the people surrender to the Babylonians, they will be rewarded with their lives and 
nothing more. In other words, if the people accept God’s judgment they will live. 

Jeremiah’s address to the people closes with a sobering restatement of the truth as God has 
“determined” (Jeremiah 44:11). Translated literally, God has “set his face” against the people. 
He will “do this city harm and not good.” 

Without doubt the idea that God will do “harm” against his own people is a shock (Jeremiah 
44:26,27); Amos 9:4). However, God’s harm is not intended only as retribution; it is intended 
also to correct his wayward children (Jeremiah 5:3; Hebrews12:4-11). 

The nation of Judah, represented by its capital city of Jerusalem, certainly deserves God’s wrath 
in a retributive sense. God’s wrathful judgment results from the actions of a people and their 
rulers who have received God’s word as no other nation has. Consequently, they are without 
excuse in their repeated rejections of him. What is happening to Judah now is the promised result 
of those actions (Deuteronomy 4:25-28). Even so, God’s wrath in this instance is also corrective 
in nature (Deuteronomy 4:29-31).  

This whole situation is a reminder of the absolute sovereignty of God. Zedekiah, in seeking to 
inquire of God (Jeremiah 21:2), seems to assume that God is on call to perform miracles 
whenever the people desire. But God cannot be manipulated, and it is dangerous to presume on 
God. The destruction of Jerusalem at the “hands of the king of Babylon” will happen because 
God has determined that it should (compare 20:4; 32:28). 

So Judah had a long history of listening only to themselves rather than to the prophets’ warnings. 
It resulted in the destruction of their nation. One wonders if there is any kind of message for us in 
all this. 

Point! Sooner or later, the wheels of God’s righteousness will right every wrong, balance every 
scale, and correct every injustice in the world. 

William Wadsworth Longfellow expressed it this way: 

 “Though the mills of God grind slowly 

 Yet they grind exceedingly small, 



 Though with patience He stands waiting 

 With exactness He grinds all.” 

To the King’s House 
(Jeremiah 21:11-14) 

The focus of Jeremiah’s message shifts again as he begins the third of his three sections of 
address. In speaking “to the royal house of Judah,” the reference seems to be to all members of 
the royal court including those who live in the palace and assist in the carrying out the affairs of 
the state. They are not exempt from the indictment against king and commoner.  

Jeremiah’s convictions about the nature and duties of the kingship are set out in 21:11-14. Now, 
instead of acting as father and guardian of his people, each of Israel’s (Judah’s) kings had shown 
himself to be an exploiter and oppressor of the people. Few had been an exception to this! The 
traditional description of the royal duties as those upholding justice and delivering those who are 
oppressed had too often in practice been little more than a hollow fiction. For the most part, the 
kings had readily become agents of injustice and exploitation. 

Even the Davidian dynasty had been far from maintaining innocence on this front. It is readily 
understandable that Jeremiah felt no great affection for the royal house of David. Abiathar, a 
priestly ancestor of the prophet, had been banished by the Davidian royal house to the relatively 
minor sanctuary at Anathoth (see 1 Kings 2:26,27,35). 

Thus, in just two words, Jeremiah sets forth God’s vision for kingship and for the responsibilities 
of the ruling elites toward the people. Those two words are “administer justice.” This is to be the 
foundational role of the ruling elites toward the people. 

The justice spoken of here can be understood in a legal sense. That includes adhering to the Law 
of Moses with regard to how people are to be treated – especially those who are most vulnerable 
(Exodus 22:22; Leviticus 25:17). 

The phrase “every morning” implies “daily” or “regularly.” It is customary for cases to be dealt 
with at the city gates in the morning. Starting each day with the right judgment will help ensure 
that the people act in ways please to God. 

And all this certainly includes the royal officials of the “house of David” ending the evil schemes 
of the “oppressor.” Such people seek to take what is not theirs. Point! If human judges refuse to 
end this injustice, God’s “wrath” will be like “fire,” and will “burn” as a result. Can there be any 
worse words to hear from God than “I am against you?” 

Conclusion 



This lesson today brings us face to face with one of the most somber moments in the history of 
God’s dealings with his covenant people. Jerusalem was beyond the point of repentance. The 
people’s trust in their own wisdom meant destruction and death. 

The question before us is, will we learn from history? And unlike the people of Jeremiahs’ day, 
will we repent while there is still time? 

Action Plan 

4. How would you respond to someone who says that God’s promise to punish contradicts 
the claim that “God is love” in 1 John 4:8? 

5. Do you think that this lesson today is a warning for America or not? Please explain? 

6. Why were God’s people surprised that His judgment came to pass? 

Resources for this lesson 

5. “2019-2020 Standard Lesson NIV Commentary, Uniform Series, International Bible 
Lessons for Christian Teaching,” pages 316-322. 

6. “The New Interpreter’s Bible, Volume VI,” pages 731-734, 739-740. 

7. “Interpretation, Jeremiah” by R.E. Clements, pages 125-130. 

8. “Commentary on Jeremiah” by Andrew Blackwood, Jr. pages 163-166. 

Dr. Hal Brady is a retired pastor who continues to present the Good News of Jesus Christ and offer 
encouragement in a fresh and vital way though Hal Brady Ministries (halbradyministries.com). 

 

Leadership in a brave new world 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

Just 90 days ago we began a new year. 2020 seemed rich with possibility. This was going to be 
the year my congregation, Trinity United Methodist Church in downtown Savannah, launched a 
financial campaign to finally address the ongoing interior needs of the 172-year-old building. As 
a church, we had grown from the brink of financial despair to more health. And this was going to 
be the year we parlayed that growth and enthusiasm into leaving a mark on this historic building 
for the sake of the next generation.  

And then COVID happened… 



We went from excitement over improving the physical space we gather in to worship to 
becoming a 100 percent online-only congregation — in just 90 short days! It’s mind-boggling to 
look back on this now.  

We all have different versions of this story, but can all bear witness to the fact that life as we 
know it has changed. There’s no going back to the way things used to be. We are now living in a 
brave new world — one that has not fully revealed itself to us yet. And, in our fear and 
confusion, we must muster up the courage to ask the ever-important question: What does 
leadership look like in times like this? 

In a recent podcast, I discussed three types of leaders emerging in this crisis: No Leaders, Slow 
Leaders, and Go Leaders. I’m assuming if you’re reading this column you’re not locked in a 
closet or curled up in the fetal position hoping you’ll wake up from this nightmare. So, you’re 
not a No Leader. But the other two types of leaders are important to discuss. Both will survive 
this crisis. But only one will thrive.  

A Slow Leader is the leader who is embracing this new world, but only begrudgingly. Online 
worship is fine, for now, but it’s not something a Slow Leader will continue to embrace when 
we’re able to meet in person again (heck, it might be gone the moment permission is given). The 
Slow Leader is just biding time, waiting for the old world to return in all of its glory. The Slow 
Leader is guided by fear and insecurity because this new world is unfamiliar. It’s not something 
we’re comfortable leading in. And, while it’s okay to feel afraid in a crisis, it’s not okay for 
leaders to reject the future in the hopes that somehow we might one day be able to go back in 
time to the world as we once knew it.  

That’s where a Go Leader differentiates themselves. The Go Leader is already (or at least soon 
will be) thinking about the world on the other side of this crisis. The Go Leader is asking big 
questions like, “How can these new changes become a part of who we are as a church moving 
forward?” A Go Leader doesn’t just try to survive from one Sunday to the next. They seek to 
create new opportunities for people to encounter God, even in the midst of crisis.  

Below are a few questions I encourage you to bring to your leadership teams: 

• Who could we reach by doing more online after we’re meeting in person again? 

• What can we continue doing online after we’re able to meet in person? 

• How could we measure things like engagement, both physical and online 
engagement? 

• How could our church begin to see itself as a church for more than just our immediate 
geographic community?  



Most of all, a Go Leader leans into the truth that connection is more important than contact. It’s 
no longer about getting people to be physically present in our buildings and on our property. 
Merely counting worship attendance or views online barely scratches the surface. It’s about 
fostering connection that can exist (and even thrive) beyond physical proximity. It’s about 
creating space for real engagement, lives to be changed, and disciples to be made. In other 
words, this brave new world we’re encountering might be the best thing to happen to the church 
in the last hundred years!  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org. 

 

John Wesley’s sister Susana (“Sukey”) 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley’s sister Susanna was eight years older than John. 

She was a good-natured young woman, happy and vivacious, with a delightful sense of humor. 
When a “ghost” seemed to haunt the Wesley parsonage, Sukey emphasized the humorous aspects 
of his “visitations.” 

Susanna lived for a while in London with her Uncle Annesley, her mother’s brother. He liked 
Sukie and promised her a generous gift. However, her hopes were dashed when he went off to 
India and disappeared, leaving her nothing. 

In 1719, at the age of 24, she married Richard Ellison, a wealthy land owner of the community. 
The marriage turned out to be a disaster. He was abusive. They had four children together, but 
the relationship became so sour that John considered taking her with him to Georgia in 1735. A 
disastrous fire destroyed their home and everything in it. Susanna left Ellison and never returned 
to him. He missed her so much that he announced his own death in an attempt to draw her back 
when she came to pay her last respects. She led to London and hid among her family and friends. 

Not much is known of her remaining years. She lived with her four children and died in her sister 
Ann’s home.  

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar.   

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – May 2020  
 



5/01 – Jacque Asbel: 4116 Amberley Trail; Valdosta, GA 31602  
5/01 – John Beck: 1210 Tribble Rd.; Ft. Valley, GA 31030  
5/02 – Henry Erwin: 530 Liberty St.; Waynesboro, GA 30830  
5/03 – Rick Turner: 798 Mallery St., Apt. 11; St. Simons Island, GA 31522  
5/06 – Eddie Morrison: 1610 Kings Way; Savannah, GA 31406 
5/12 – Reese Nelson: 2804 Willow Wood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
5/12 – William Willis, Jr.: 2021 Bernhurst Dr.; Knoxville, TN 37918  
5/12 – Ron Womack: 4444 GA Highway 15, S.; Vidalia, GA 30474  
5/14 – Donald Clark: 197 Cubbedge Dr.; Rincon, GA 31326  
5/14 – Marshall Howell: PO Box 658; Midway, GA 31320  
5/14 – Kenneth Watkins: 170 Sanford St.; Wadley, GA 30477  
5/15 – Jack McCollough, Jr.: 100 Lindsey Barron Dr., Apt. 232; Newnan, GA 30263  
5/15 – Tommy Roe: PO Box 56; Montrose, GA 31065 
5/15 – Dan Smith: 7176 Standing Boy Rd.; Columbus, GA 31904 
5/19 – Ronnie Howell: 32 Vanceville Co. Line Rd.; Tifton, GA 31794  
5/20 – Franklin Pierce: 602 Ft. King George Dr.; Darien, GA 31305  
5/22 – Jimmy Gilbert: 464 Penia Rd. N; Cordele, GA 31015  
5/23 – Jeri Pruette: 2188 Peacock Rd.; Quitman, GA 31643  
5/27 – Cecile Mitchell: 130 Hitchiti Ridge Rd.; Juliette, GA 31046 
5/28 – Richard Newton: 1823 Kaufman Circle; The Villages, FL 32159  
5/29 – Marsha Emery: 3855 Dennis Creek Road; Talbotton, GA 31827  
5/30 – Marvin Goodman: 97 Maple Ridge Dr.; Ray City, GA 31645 
5/30 – Luanne Kemper: 1412 Sapling Dr.; Orange Park, FL 32073 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Paige Dampier Moore 
Paige was born in Adel, Georgia to Monsieur and Elma (Lindsey) Dampier. She is a 1958 
graduate of Cook County High School, where she was the Salutatorian, Beta Club President, 
Editor of the Yearbook, and Homecoming Queen. She attended Georgia Southern University 
where she earned a B.S. in Home Economics Education. She received a Master of Christian 
Education from Candler School of Theology at Emory University in1962. She earned a Master 
of Education in Early Childhood Education from Georgia College and State University in 
Milledgeville, Ga. in 1975. She was a member of the Delta Kappa Gamma honor society for 
professional educators and the Philanthropic Education Organization, PEO, Chapter A. Paige 
taught elementary school in Georgia’s Glynn, Houston, Wilkinson, Wayne, and Camden 
Counties and retired from teaching after 31 years. Upon her retirement, she and Willis moved to 
Atlanta. Paige served in a part-time role as director of Embry Hills United Methodist Church’s 
Parents’ Day Out program. Paige raised two wonderful daughters, as well as several, precious 
Welsh Pembroke Corgis. She was a wonderful wife and mother, a superb cook, an excellent 
seamstress (read: superb majorette-cape-maker), a leader in the United Methodist Women, and a 
treasured talent in children’s Christian formation at every pastorate where she and Willis served. 



Paige loved hosting events for others, especially her Open Houses each Christmas, her favorite 
holiday. She loved receiving and sharing recipes over the years; one of which, a cake recipe, she 
methodically edited became her delicious (& slightly famous) sour cream pound cake. Paige and 
Willis met at Georgia Teachers College, now GSU, and began dating when they were students at 
Emory. She occasionally reminded Willis that he missed several opportunities for dating her in 
Statesboro. They married on Tuesday, August 20, 1963, in her home church in Adel, Georgia. 
With Willis, a United Methodist Minister and member of the South Georgia Conference, they 
served seven appointments in South Georgia and one statewide, ecumenical appointment in 
Atlanta. They have two daughters, Melanie and Jennifer. Melanie (Stephanie) live in Austin, 
Texas, and Jennifer lives in Atlanta, Georgia. There are four wonderful grandchildren, Zachary 
and Katie Keung of Atlanta and Micah and Quinn Reich of Austin. During her retirement in 
Atlanta, Paige was able to curate the best features of her parsonage kitchens into her own dream 
kitchen. She loved cooking and always welcomed friends and family to her home (and kitchen). 
Whether it was a big family meal, a Saturday of baking with her grandkids, a weekday book club 
lunch, or a holiday party for her beloved Sunday School class, serving others was always central 
to her joy. 

Rev. Gene Cariker 
The Rev. Carl Eugene “Gene” Cariker Sr., 93, died April 26, 2020, at his home on St. Simons 
Island, Ga. 

He was born in Clayton, Texas, and grew up on a small farm in Gary, Texas. At age 16, he 
worked in the shipyard in Orange, Texas, before serving in the United States Army as a tank 
commander. While stationed at Fort Benning, he met Jane Wall of Columbus, Ga., at a USO 
dance. They were married in 1946, and had a wonderful marriage and partnership in ministry for 
their 60 years together. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree in American History at Stephen F. Austin College in 
Nacogdoches, Texas in 1949 and his Master of Divinity at the Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta in 1952. 

The Rev. Cariker served 42 years as a United Methodist pastor in the South Georgia Conference 
with many appointments in the Savannah area, including Bloomingdale, Whitfield, Epworth and 
White Bluff. He also served churches in the Talbot Circuit, Statesboro, Quitman, Americus, 
Sylvester, St. Simons Island and Dublin, and served as District Superintendent of the 
Thomasville District. Under his leadership, the District met 100 percent of its annual 
apportionments. He also led the building campaign to build Alpha United Methodist, in 
Bloomingdale, as well as the major expansion of St. Simons United Methodist Church. He was a 
delegate to two UMC General Conferences. He was featured on radio and television programs in 
Savannah, and was involved in social justice and early ecumenical efforts. Throughout his 
ministry and into retirement, he was often invited to preach revivals and teach Bible courses. 

He was devoted to God and his family. He attended St. Simons United Methodist Church and 
taught the Fellowship Sunday School class for many years. He loved to read and study theology. 
He was the family historian, and maintained connections with friends and family in many places. 



The Rev. Cariker also loved the frequent family music sing-a-longs. He was a great storyteller 
with a wry sense of humor. He was an avid fisherman and gardener who always had a yard full 
of flowers. He loved watching sports, especially the Atlanta Braves and Duke basketball. He also 
followed politics and kept up with all the current news. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Jane Wall Cariker; a son, Carl Eugene Cariker Jr.; his 
parents, George and Carlie Cariker; three of his brothers, Earl, Ken and Mac Cariker; and a twin 
sister, Corrine Cariker Serwich. 

The Rev. Cariker is survived by his daughters, Elizabeth Guenther (Curtis) of Hoover, Ala., and 
Mary Jane Nunley (Randy) of Orlando, Fla.; grandchildren, John Thomas Newsome, Sarah Jane 
Hutchinson and Matthew and Daniel Nunley; great-grandchildren, Madison and Makenzie 
Newsome and Phillip and Davina Hutchinson; a brother, Oran Cariker of Lake Charles, La.; as 
well as many cousins, nieces, nephews and step-grandchildren. 

A private graveside service was held Friday, May 1, 2020, in Columbus, Ga. A memorial 
celebration will be held at a later date at St. Simons United Methodist Church. 

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to St. Simons United Methodist Church, Epworth 
By The Sea, or the Golden Isles Youth Orchestra. 

Edo Miller and Sons is in charge of the arrangements. You may sign the register book and leave 
condolences for the Cariker family at www.edomillerandsons.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – May 5 

May 10 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 7:55-60 
Psalm 31: 1-5, 15-16 (UMH 764) 
1 Peter 2:2-10 
John 14:1-14 

May 17 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 (UMH 790) 
1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

May 24 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 
Acts 1:6-14 
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 (UMH 792) 



1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
John 17:1-11 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 5/5/2020 edition 

Zoom @ Noon: Making a Plan, Opening Your Doors (churches w/avg. worship from 50-
150) – May 5 
The timing and preparations for local churches opening their doors will look different depending 
on the size of our congregations. This Zoom @ Noon will help clergy and church leaders think 
through various points of consideration by connecting with churches of similar size. What does a 
“rolling restart” look like for a church with 30 in attendance? With 100 in attendance? With over 
250 in attendance? Register here for details to participate 

Zoom @ Noon: Making a Plan, Opening Your Doors (churches w/avg. worship 150-250) – 
May 6 
The timing and preparations for local churches opening their doors will look different depending 
on the size of our congregations. This Zoom @ Noon will help clergy and church leaders think 
through various points of consideration by connecting with churches of similar size. What does a 
“rolling restart” look like for a church with 30 in attendance? With 100 in attendance? With over 
250 in attendance? Register here for details to participate 

Zoom @ Noon: Making a Plan, Opening Your Doors (churches w/avg. worship 250+) – 
May 7 
The timing and preparations for local churches opening their doors will look different depending 
on the size of our congregations. This Zoom @ Noon will help clergy and church leaders think 
through various points of consideration by connecting with churches of similar size. What does a 
“rolling restart” look like for a church with 30 in attendance? With 100 in attendance? With over 
250 in attendance? Register here for details to participate 

Magnolia Manor Sunday – May 10 
Magnolia Manor is a South Georgia Conference ministry that serves older adults of all faiths in 
eight locations throughout South Georgia. On this Special Sunday, South Georgia United 
Methodists are asked to take up a special offering to support this vital ministry. To learn more 
about Magnolia Manor, visit www.magnoliamanor.com. 

Zoom @ Noon: Learning to Listen: A revised model for worrying with a congregation’s 
emotions during a pandemic – May 11 
Join Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight for a few new tips around eliciting feelings that aid in support 
and healing during a parishioner’s experience of COVID-19. We will focus not only on listening 
to an individual, but also to the collective feelings of your congregation. Register here to 
participate 


