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South Georgia Annual Conference to meet virtually in August 

Bishop Lawson Bryan, in collaboration with the officers of the Annual Conference and the 
Cabinet, has announced that the 2020 South Georgia Annual Conference session will be held 
virtually. 

The clergy session is set for Sunday, August 2, 2020, from 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm, and the one-day 
annual conference session is set for Saturday, August 15, 2020, from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.  

In addition to the business sessions, two special online services are being planned. A Retiree 
Recognition Service will be held Tuesday, August 11 at 7:00 pm to honor and recognize retiring 
clergy. A Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who have passed away this 
past year is set for Thursday, August 13 at 7:00 pm.   

Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be 
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting with only family and close friends present. 
The Commissioning Service is set for Saturday, August 8 at 2:00 pm. The Service of Ordination 
is set for Sunday, August 9 at 4:00 pm. These services will be live-streamed. 

The move to a virtual session was informed by a strong response to a survey sent out in May as 
well as a paper ballot vote in June to amend the Conference’s standing rules to provide for a 
virtual conference session under certain conditions, which was approved 650 to 43. 

“The overwhelming response to the survey and the ballot confirmed our need to plan a virtual 
session of Annual Conference rather than risking the uncertainties involved in an in-person 
gathering of hundreds of people,” Bishop Bryan said. “A lot of thought and care is going into 
what a virtual Annual Conference looks like.” 

Bishop Bryan has been in communication with conference leadership as well as various 
stakeholders - those being commissioned and ordained, retirees, Board of Ministry, Board of 
Laity, and Memoirs Committee - to make sure all are being heard and cared for.  

We are making every effort to continue and strengthen our shared ministry while protecting the 
health and well-being of all based on information that is rapidly changing,” he said.  

The August 2 clergy session and the August 15 business session will utilize an online meeting 
and voting platform that will allow members to securely participate using an internet-connected 
device. Several training dates have been set prior to the sessions for individuals to practice voting 
and become comfortable with the technology (see FAQs below for dates). A non-voting live 
stream option will be available on the conference website for any guests who wish to view the 
sessions. The Retiree Recognition and Memorial Services will also be streamed on the 
conference website. 



A condensed agenda is being developed and will be published in July, along with the Book of 
Recommendations and Reports. The agenda will include only items that are essential at this time 
so that the session can be conducted in one day. 

Instructions for members, details of the session, an outline of the credentialing and voting 
process, and more information will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead. Find updates as they are 
available at www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

“Thank you for your support and flexibility as we navigate planning for the 2020 Annual 
Conference session,” Bishop Bryan said. “Although this year’s session will be different than any 
we’ve ever experienced, I look forward to being Alive Together with each of you in new and 
exciting ways.” 

The 2020 South Georgia Annual Conference was originally scheduled for June and postponed 
until August 14-15, before the decision to hold a virtual gathering.  

More information and timeline 

 

Pastors use podcasts to share the gospel 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Whether with papyrus or the printing press, PowerPoint or iPhones, from the beginning, pastors 
have had to stay up-to-date with the latest forms of communication technology to spread the 
gospel. 

Reaching nearly 75 percent of households, podcasts are a powerful and growing medium, and 
several South Georgia United Methodist pastors have embraced the platform to spread their 
messages of hope, healing, and love. 

Basics of the faith 

Revs. Brett Maddocks, Allen Cason, and Jim Morrow team up to host the Podechesis Podcast, a 
program dedicated to teaching the Christian faith through a discussion of the Westminster 
Shorter Catechism. 

What grew out of Rev. Maddocks’ work toward his Doctor of Ministry degree has turned into a 
fascinating and fun conversation between friends about Christian beliefs and why they matter. 

“I’ve been wanting to do a podcast for a number of years, but I could never get the idea,” said 
Rev. Maddocks, associate pastor and minister of discipleship at St. Luke United Methodist 
Church in Columbus. “When I was thinking about my project and what I wanted to accomplish, I 
wanted to sit down with my friends and have real-life conversations about why what we believe 
matters.” 

Published biweekly, each episode of the Podechesis Podcast explores one of the 107 questions of 
“Wesley’s Revision of the Shorter Catechism.”  



In the midst of deep theological discussion, the three also discuss superheroes, scripture, and kale 
smoothies. 

“My hope is to have a great archive of high-quality, accessible, thought-out conversations about 
widely understood Christian beliefs,” said Rev. Morrow, pastor of Glennville United Methodist 
Church. 

The content is great and the conversations are fun, Rev. Cason said. 

“These are two good friends, and we get to talk and have a podcast, which we have all had a 
dream of doing, so I’m looking to having a good time and enjoying it,” said Rev. Cason, pastor 
of Metter United Methodist Church. “I’m also looking forward to learning more about 
foundational Christian beliefs and how to articulate that for today’s world.” 

Reaching people in new ways 

The Faith Revisited podcast celebrated its one-year anniversary in March.  

Hosted by Rev. Ben Gosden and Molly Carlson, the weekly episodes are a mix of interviews; 
behind-the-scenes looks at a historic downtown church; and conversations between two 
millennial church leaders discussing God, faith, and the Church. 

Rev. Gosden, who serves as senior pastor of Trinity Church in downtown Savannah, gives credit 
to Carlson for the podcast idea and production. Carlson, a leader in the congregation, serves as 
co-host and podcast producer. Both are naturally curious and hope the podcast stokes listeners’ 
curiosity and help others feel empowered to lead in innovative and creative ways. 

“The hope is that we draw you into our process in a way that … we can be in solidarity with you. 
If we’re curious about this, maybe you are, too,” Rev. Gosden said. “I love bringing leaders on to 
say, tell us about the wonderfully creative thing you’re doing. Unpack it for us.” 

Podcasts are a different platform for Rev. Gosden, a fun challenge that gives listeners a different 
side of his personality.  

“I imagine that people are listening and washing dishes or out for a run, and I want to give them 
something that’s informative, inspiring, but not too incredibly heavy,” he said. “Something that 
will help them enjoy their activity more and maybe pique their curiosity in the process.” 

An avid podcast listener himself, Rev. Gosden is a fan of The Dan Patrick Show, Revisionist 
History by Malcolm Gladwell, The Andy Stanley Leadership Podcast, and several others.  

To those interested in podcasting, he says, “Go for it.” 

“Find your audience and your purpose. Have the courage to go for it. It’s fun and gives you a 
creative outlet.” 

Read and understand the bible 

Rev. David Donnan’s namesake podcast focuses on timeless aspects of the Christian faith. This 
season – his first – focuses on helping people enjoy and understand the Bible more fully. 



“People shared that they struggled with reading the Bible and hearing from God,” said Rev. 
Donnan, pastor of Twin City United Methodist Church. “Most people I engage with aren’t 
skeptical of the Bible, but they are skeptical of why they should engage and engage deeply with 
it.” 

Through the podcast he hopes to explain the basics of how to read scripture and why it’s 
important. He has conversations with faith leaders about why the Bible should be read and how 
to read it well. 

So far, he’s interviewed South Georgia’s own Bishop R. Lawson Bryan, Dr. David F. Watson, 
Rev. Teddy Ray, Dr. Brian Russell, Dr. Karen Swallow Prior, and Dr. Chuck Hill. 

He hopes the podcasts will not just serve as good content now, but also as great resources he can 
point others to in the future.  

“The first season has really been focused on questions on questions I’ll deal with for the rest of 
my career in ministry and I wanted to document them and have a resource to share with church 
members. That’s been my heart behind it,” he said. 

Destigmatizing mental health challenges 

When the coronavirus pandemic struck, Rev. Michael McCord, Evan DeYoung, and Rev. 
Lindsay Geist quickly shifted their plans for a series of in-person, event-based conversations 
around the topic of mental health.  

Because they had spent nearly a year planning the events and knew the resources they had 
prepared were needed, the Not Alone podcast was born. 

Focused on the topic of mental health and specifically geared toward young adults, Not Alone 
aims to destigmatize mental health issues. 

“We are facing an epidemic level of mental health challenges in our students,” said Rev. 
McCord, executive director of the UMCommission. “We wanted to create a venue where we 
could normalize it, where we could let students know it’s okay to talk about anxiety, it’s okay to 
talk about being sad or being hurt. We wanted to give a model to parents and students in the 
hopes that … maybe our college students can grow to be healthier people in the world.” 

Rev. Geist, an ordained deacon in the North Georgia Conference, is a practicing licensed clinical 
social worker. DeYoung serves as executive director of the Kennesaw State University Wesley 
Foundation. Together with Rev. McCord they discuss anxiety, depression, suicide, race, feelings, 
life in quarantine, and more. 

Their desire for the podcast is that the conversations and resources will let students and parents 
know that help and hope is available. 

“It hit in the perfect moment to capture what we’re all going through,” Rev. McCord said of the 
podcast. “We want to help families, help destigmatize mental health issues, create situations 
where people can talk about it, and give parents some hope, too, if their kids are facing these 



things, let them know there’s hope at the end of this and let them know the church is there, the 
campus ministries are there, and colleges are there to help the students get through this.” 

Interested in podcasting? 

There’s no doubt podcasting is hot right now. There are more than 1,000,000 podcasts and 55 
percent (155 million) of the U.S. population has listened to a podcast.  

Podcasts are popular, especially now, because they build a sense of relationship, said Rev. 
McCord. 

“I’ve listened to podcasts now for five years, and I feel like I know these people,” he said. “I 
think they create a sense of community, and right now when community is so limited they create 
an opportunity for people to feel connected. 

It takes just a few simple tools and about $100 to start a podcast. All of the pastors interviewed 
record their conversations and interviews via Zoom. A good microphone is essential and can be 
bought for $100 or less.  

“If you have a good idea and want to steward that idea … a podcast is a great idea of doing that,” 
Rev. Donnan said. 

 

Where do you see the Holy Spirt at work? 

FROM THE BISHOP 
R. LAWSON BRYAN    

I don’t know about you, but one of the ongoing challenges for me is to pay attention to where the 
Spirit is at work and then move in that direction. Jesus certainly got it right when he said in John 
3:8: The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.    

I may not know where it comes from or where it goes, but every now and then I do get a glimpse 
of the Holy Spirit at work. Take, for example, the painful but important conversation going on 
around the issue of racial justice. Don’t you find it remarkable that three years ago our annual 
conference voted to establish task forces on multiculturalism and on ministry with our 
undocumented neighbors? Both groups worked so effectively that we now have on our 
conference website a menu of resources available to those who are ready to see dividing walls of 
hostility come down through the cross of Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:11-22). Three years ago, the 
Holy Spirit worked through an annual conference business session to equip us for the work that 
is before us today. Three years ago, the Holy Spirit populated these task forces with South 
Georgia brothers and sisters who are Hispanic, Korean, African American, Native American, and 
Caucasian. Looking back now I see the work of the Holy Spirit all over this.   

Another glimpse of the Holy Spirit occurred during our recent summer Cabinet planning 
retreat.  For more than three months we had met via Zoom. But in June we met in person at 



Epworth By The Sea. We observed social distancing, used hand sanitizer, and followed other 
best practices for safety. Each of us sat at our own table, six feet away from one another. 
Through the presence of the Holy Spirit we were alive together in Christ. We saw this clearly in 
the outcome of one particular exercise.  

Before I stepped out of the room to let them discuss and answer, I asked the cabinet members to 
answer three questions: What might God be asking us to become/do in the gift of this additional 
16 months together? What will be happening if we have succeeded? How do (my/your/our) 
strengths align with this? When I returned, I read their answers. Then I told them that I had 
answered the same questions and that my answers were, remarkably, the same as theirs. Working 
independently but guided by the same Holy Spirit, we felt God nudging us to lean into these 
areas:    

Connecting and Understanding Race and Equality 
(building on the work of our two task forces) 

Promoting Continuing Adaptive Behavior 
(building on the adaptive capacity demonstrated by our churches during the pandemic)  

Moving the ministry of the laity to central focus 
(building on the success of our Certified Lay Servant and Certified Lay Minister programs) 

Recognizing the work of the Holy Spirit, we are already taking intentional steps to follow 
through in each of these areas.   

Amazing things happen when we are open to the Holy Spirit and willing to move when and 
where the Spirit says move. 

Alive Together in Witness, 
R. Lawson Bryan 

 

The Boy Jesus 

Summer Quarter: Many Faces of Wisdom 
Unit 2: Wisdom in the Gospels  

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 12, 2020 
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Luke 2:39-52 
Key Verse: Luke 2:40 

Purpose: Wisdom is staying focused on God’s ways—no matter what. 

Focus on the Numbers  



Katherine Johnson and I share a birthday, but little else. She was born as Creola Katherine 
Coleman on August 26, 1918, in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. Her mother, Joylette, 
was a teacher and her father, Joshua, was a lumberman, farmer, and handyman who worked part-
time at the Greenbrier Hotel. She was the youngest of four children. 

Education was important to the Coleman family. In the 1920s, Greenbrier County did not offer 
public schooling for Black students past the eighth grade, so the Colemans arranged for their 
children to attend high school in Institute, West Virginia. To keep the family together, they split 
their time between Institute during the school year and White Sulphur Springs in the summer. 

Katherine showed strong mathematical abilities from an early age. She started high school when 
she was 10 years old. After graduating at 14, she enrolled at West Virginia State, a historically 
Black college. Her passion and prowess for math continued, and she took every math course 
offered by the college. One of her professors added new mathematics courses just for her. She 
graduated summa cum laude in 1937 with degrees in mathematics and French, at age 18. 
Following graduation, she was hired to teach at a Black public school in Marion, Virginia. 

In 1939, she married, left her teaching job, and enrolled in a graduate math program at West 
Virginia University. She quit after one year after becoming pregnant and deciding to focus on her 
family, but her passion for math could not be denied. 

As she considered her options, she sets her sights on a career as a research mathematician. Some 
of her friends and family advised her to temper her aspirations. Theoretical mathematics was a 
difficult field for Blacks and women to enter. Nevertheless, she was able to find a few jobs in 
teaching.  

In 1952, a relative mentioned that the National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics (NACA) 
was hiring mathematicians. At the Langley Memorial Aeronautical Laboratory, based in 
Hampton, Va., NACA hired Black mathematicians as well as whites for their Guidance and 
Navigation Department. She accepted a job offer from the agency in June 1953. 

From 1953 to 1958, she worked as a part of a pool of women performing math calculations. 
Katherine has referred to the women in the pool as virtual “computers who wore skirts.” One 
day, she and a colleague were temporarily assigned to help an all-male flight research team. 
Katherine's knowledge of analytic geometry helped make quick allies of male bosses and 
colleagues to the extent that, “they forgot to return me to the pool.” 

According to an oral history archived by the National Visionary Leadership Project: “While the 
racial and gender barriers were always there, Katherine says she ignored them. Katherine was 
assertive, asking to be included in editorial meetings (where no women had gone before). She 
simply told people she had done the work and that she belonged.” 



If you have seen the movie “Hidden Figures” or read the book by the same title you may have a 
better understanding of the kind of attitudes she faced from the men and women who were her 
colleagues. What you may not remember is that Katherine Johnson calculated the launch window 
and the trajectory for the May 5, 1961, space flight of Alan Shepard, the first American in space. 
She plotted backup navigation charts for astronauts in case of electronic failures. Her work 
helped ensure that Shepard’s Freedom 7 Mercury capsule was found quickly after landing,  

When NASA used electronic computers for the first time to calculate John Glenn's orbit around 
Earth, officials called on Katherine Johnson to verify the computer's numbers. Glenn asked for 
her specifically, and refused to fly unless Johnson verified the calculations. 

She also helped to calculate the trajectory for the 1969 Apollo 11 flight to the Moon. In 1970, 
Johnson worked on the Apollo 13 Moon mission. When the mission was aborted, her work on 
backup procedures and charts helped set a safe path for the crew's return to Earth, creating a one-
star observation system that allowed astronauts to determine their location with accuracy. 
Toward the end of her career, Johnson worked on the Space Shuttle program, the Earth 
Resources Satellite, and on plans for a mission to Mars. 

Obedience Leads to Wisdom 

Within weeks of the birth of the church on Pentecost, people began to tell and retell stories about 
Jesus’ life. Indeed, we have a record of one of the first (if not the first) stories told publicly in the 
book of the Acts of the Apostles. Peter goes out of the upper room, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
into the street to explain to the crowd the strange phenomenon they had just witnessed (see Acts 
2:14-36). Over the next months and years, the number of stories about what Jesus said and did 
grew. Within a few decades many of those stories were collected and became authoritative 
records of Jesus’ time on Earth. Today we refer to those as the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John. 

You should know that the stories we have in our bibles are not the only stories that were 
circulating in those first few decades of the early church. At the close of the Gospel of John, you 
will find this reminder: “Jesus did many other things as well. If all of them were recorded, I 
imagine the world itself wouldn’t have enough room for the scrolls that would be written” (John 
21:25). 

Some of those other stories were also collected and distributed among the early congregations of 
believers. Among those was a collection that focused on the early years of Jesus’ life. It is known 
today as the Infancy Gospel of Thomas. It is a collection of stories that purport to describe some 
of the significant events in the life of the child Jesus. There are stories about Jesus bringing clay 
birds to life, cursing children who frustrate his plans, striking people blind because they 
complain to his parents, and resurrecting a friend who dies when he falls from a roof. These 
stories are fantastic, fanciful, and were recognized as being as inauthentic and heretical very 



early, but for a few centuries they enjoyed fairly wide distribution because they supplied people 
with some details about the early life of Jesus. 

As you know, there is very little about Jesus’ early years in our current bible. Mark and John 
both begin with the announcement of Jesus’ ministry by John the Baptizer, and then move 
straight into Jesus’ public ministry. Matthew has the story of Jesus’ conception, birth in 
Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, the exile to Egypt, and the return to Nazareth. Luke gives us 
more detail concerning some of these events and introduces us to a few others: Mary’s visit to 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, angels appearing to shepherds, and the songs of Simeon and Anna, for 
instance. Luke is the only one of the four who gives us details about the boy Jesus and his trip to 
the Temple in Jerusalem. 

While there are elements of the supernatural in Luke’s recounting of these events in the life of 
Jesus, Luke seems more focused on the customary, regular, even ordinary nature of the 
circumstances he describes. Following Jesus’ birth, his parents did everything the Law required 
(compare Leviticus 12:1-8 and Luke 2:21-24). In practical terms, Jesus’ parents are 
acknowledging that God deserves respect, obedience, and the utmost regard for the ineffable 
wonder of God’s presence, power, and glory. They are walking the way of wisdom. They are 
demonstrating their “fear of the Lord.” And they are doing it as part of the routine of becoming 
parents – even though they have been told their son “is assigned to be the cause of the falling and 
rising of many in Israel” (Luke 2:34b). 

Of course, Luke gives us other hints of their devotion to following God’s path: Mary’s “let it be 
with me according to your word” (1:38); Joseph taking his pregnant wife with him to Bethlehem; 
their presenting their son for circumcision; presenting the sacrifices prescribed by the Law. So it 
should not be surprising that as Jesus grew from infant to young boy that he “grew up and 
became strong…. was filled with wisdom, and God’s favor was on him” (2:40).  

Neither should it be surprising that Jesus’ parents made the annual trip to Jerusalem to celebrate 
the festival of Passover. It was about a three-day journey from Nazareth, but it was a seven-day 
festival, and it was the central festival for the people of Israel – celebrating God’s deliverance of 
Israel from slavery in Egypt. It was also an opportunity to visit the Temple. 

Living in a country with a church on nearly every corner, it is difficult for us to fully appreciate 
the significance of the Temple. King Herod (the same king who had ordered the slaughter of the 
innocents) had ordered and underwritten extensive work to the Temple to restore it to its former 
glory. The Temple was a physical reminder of the presence and power of God. It was still the 
center of the cult of sacrifice. Furthermore, it was the main repository for the holy writings – the 
Law and the Prophets – and the primary place of study for the religious leaders of the nation.  

At the age of 12, Jesus is not yet considered an adult, but it is no longer considered a child. That 
becomes clear when Luke tells us, “After the festival was over, they were returning home, but 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t know it” (2:43). They assumed that 



their son – their strong, wise, favored son – was among the group of friends and relatives who 
were returning to Nazareth and that he would show up when they stopped for the night. 

When they fail to locate him among the company of those returning to Nazareth they head back 
to Jerusalem. Luke tells us they searched for Jesus for three days before they located him. If you 
are a parent, I hope you will take a few minutes to imagine what Mary and Joseph were feeling 
as they traveled back to Jerusalem and then retraced their steps, questioned those they 
encountered, all the while imagining all sorts of harm their son may have suffered. 

Their search ends back at the Temple. They find Jesus “sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and putting questions to them” (2:46). You always find something the last place you look 
(because you quit looking once you find it). I’m sure Mary and Joseph felt a great sense of relief 
when they saw their son sitting in the company of these scholars, but the shock of finding Jesus 
here elicits a scolding from Mary: “Child, why have you treated us like this? Listen! Your father 
and I have been worried. We’ve been looking for you!” (2:48) 

Notice that Mary addresses Jesus as “child.” Jesus may have been ready to establish his 
independence, but Mary and Joseph continue to feel the weight of parental responsibility and the 
bond of familial ties. Jesus is their son and it is their duty to ensure that he stays on the path, and 
an essential tenet of that path is to show honor to your father and mother (Exodus 20:12). 

Jesus’ response to his mother's question seems dismissive. “Why were you looking for me? 
Didn’t you know that it was necessary for me to be in my Father’s house?” (2:49) Jesus seems to 
assume that his earthly parents should know who his true Father is. Not only that, Mary and 
Joseph should have known that this was where Jesus had to be. It was his destiny. 

Certainly, Luke’s description of Jesus engaging the religious scholars in conversation, posing 
perceptive questions, and making insightful answers was convincing evidence of Jesus’ claim. 
Jesus was demonstrating a depth of wisdom that was remarkable for anyone, much more for 
someone of his young age. 

Nevertheless, in the heat of the moment it is too much for his parents to comprehend. “They 
didn’t understand what he said to them” (2:50). So they told him to collect his things, say “good 
bye” to his new friends, and come with them. They returned to Nazareth and Jesus “was obedient 
to them” (2:51). Once again Luke tells us, “Jesus matured in wisdom and years, and in favor with 
God and with people” (2:52).  

So we find the message again here in the life of the young boy Jesus. Following the path of 
obedience leads to growth in wisdom, which, in turn, produces a healthy relationship with God 
and with other people.  

It seems that the scholars fail to fully appreciate the wisdom Jesus demonstrates, as well. They 
fade into the background when Jesus’ parents arrive. None of them tell his parents how 



impressed they are with this young boy’s understanding of the ways of God. They are amazed at 
Jesus’ questions and his answers, but they are content to let him go with his parents. I wonder if 
any of them remember that day 20 years later when Jesus shows up at the Temple again. 

An Ordinary Obedience 

Gnosticism was a popular movement of religious thought that developed in the first century AD 
among early Christian and Jewish sects. It proved popular because it emphasized special 
personal spiritual knowledge (gnosis) over the discipline of following orthodox teachings, 
traditions, and ecclesiastical authority. It was really antiestablishment, and at the same time, 
elitist. Those who ascribed to Gnosticism believed the goal of life was to escape our material 
existence and the primary way of doing that was to receive some mystical insight – some special 
divine wisdom. The Infancy Gospel of Thomas emerged out of this community.  

The early Christian community rejected both the idea that the world was evil and that salvation 
was the result of some esoteric intellectual insight into the nature of the divine or of some special 
power that was granted to only a few select people. God created the world and called it good. 
Throughout history, God invited people to live in obedience to the practical instructions God 
gave them so that they would experience the goodness of this world. 

At the right time, God sent Jesus to live among us, as one of us – fully human, while fully divine. 
“The Word became flesh and made his home among us” (John 1:14a). The incarnation is God’s 
affirmation that the world is good, and that the way to experience fellowship with God – 
salvation – is by living a life that follows the path God desires: doing justice, showing mercy, 
living humbly. Even as a young boy, Jesus understood this. His wisdom was the result of living a 
life of obedience. 

John Wesley also thought it was important to note that “growing in wisdom” should be a life-
long pursuit. In his “Sermon Notes,” Wesley offers this interpretation of Luke’s observation 
about Jesus’ developmental process: “It plainly follows, that though a man were pure, even as 
Christ was pure, still he would have room to increase in holiness, and, in consequence thereof, to 
increase in favor as well as in the love of God.” Sanctification – “going on to perfection” – is the 
natural consequence of practicing obedience. Wisdom is an expression of holiness. 

Discussion Questions 

• What do you think gave Katherine Johnson the determination to continue to do the work 
she did at NASA despite so many people treating her dismissively? 

• Which surprises you more: the reaction of Jesus’s parents when they find him, the 
response of Jesus to his parents, or the lack of response from the religious scholars? 

• Three questions from John Wesley: Are you going on to perfection? Do you expect to be 
made perfect in love in this life? Are you earnestly striving after it? 



Ashley Randall is the Pastor of the Garden City UMC in Garden City, GA. He recommends the 
movie “Hidden Figures.” After you have watched it, consider watching the movie “Just Mercy” 
and then calculate how old you were when the events in these movies were occurring. 

 

The Wisdom of Jesus 

Summer Quarter: Many Faces of Wisdom 
Unit 2: Wisdom in the Gospels  

Sunday school lesson for the week of July 19, 2020 
By Rev. Ashley Randall 

Lesson Scripture: Mark 6:1-6 
Key Verse: Mark 6:2-3 

Purpose: To affirm that God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things. 

A Woman from Tuskegee  

On December 1, 1955, when Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the Cleveland Avenue 
bus in front of the Empire Theater, she became an icon in the early Civil Rights Movement. In 
his 1958 book “Stride Toward Freedom,” Martin Luther King, Jr. wrote that Parks’ arrest was 
the catalyst rather than the cause of the Montgomery Bus Boycott: “The cause lay deep in the 
record of similar injustices…. Actually, no one can understand the action of Mrs. Parks unless he 
realizes that eventually the cup of endurance runs over, and the human personality cries out, ‘I 
can take it no longer.’” 

While the events of her life worked together to prepare her for this extraordinary role, there is 
little out of the ordinary that you might notice. She was born Rosa Louise McCauley on Feb. 4, 
1913, in Tuskegee, Alabama – home of Tuskegee Institute, where George Washington Carver 
gained fame for his work with peanuts. Her father, James McCauley, was a carpenter, and her 
mother, Leona, was a teacher. She was small as a child and suffered from chronic tonsillitis.  

When her parents separated, her mother took her and her brother to live on a farm her parents 
owned in Pine Level, just outside Montgomery. They all were members of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. In the years after World War I, the Ku Klux Klan rode throughout black 
communities, terrorizing families, burning churches and homes. When she was 6 or 7, she wrote 
that she often stayed up late to help her grandfather, Sylvester Edwards, keep watch. They would 
sit up all night long because they couldn't take the chance of being caught off guard. The two 
wanted to be prepared, so her grandfather “always had his shotgun within hand’s reach.” 



Young Rosa attended rural schools until the age of 11. School bus transportation was unavailable 
in any form for black schoolchildren in the South, and black education was always underfunded. 
She recalled going to elementary school in Pine Level, where school buses took white students to 
their new school and black students had to walk to theirs: “I’d see the bus pass every day… But 
to me, that was a way of life; we had no choice but to accept what was the custom. The bus was 
among the first ways I realized there was a black world and a white world.” 

She was repeatedly bullied by white children in her neighborhood, and admitted she often fought 
back physically. She later said: “As far back as I remember, I could never think in terms of 
accepting physical abuse without some form of retaliation if possible.” 

She took academic and vocational courses at the Industrial School for Girls in Montgomery – an 
institution founded and staffed by white northerners for black children. The school was burned 
twice by arsonists, and its faculty was ostracized by the white community. 

She enrolled in a laboratory school set up by the Alabama State Teachers College for Negroes 
for secondary education, but dropped out in order to care for her grandmother, and later her 
mother, after they became ill. 

In 1932, Rosa married Raymond Parks, a barber from Montgomery. He was a member of the 
NAACP, which at that time was raising money to support the defense of the Scottsboro Boys, a 
group of black men falsely accused of raping two white women. She took a variety of jobs, 
ranging from domestic worker to hospital aide. Her husband urged her to complete her high 
school studies. In 1933, less than 7 percent of African Americans had earned a high-school 
diploma. 

In December 1943, Parks joined the Montgomery chapter of the NAACP herself, and was 
elected secretary at a time when this was considered a woman's job. She later said, “I was the 
only woman there, and they needed a secretary, and I was too timid to say no.” She worked for 
the local NAACP leader, Edgar Nixon, even though he maintained that, “Women don't need to 
be nowhere but in the kitchen.” When Parks asked, “Well, what about me?,” he replied, “I need a 
secretary and you are a good one.”  

In 1944, in her capacity as secretary, she investigated the gang-rape of Recy Taylor, a black 
woman from Abbeville, Ala. Parks and other civil rights activists organized “The Committee for 
Equal Justice for Mrs. Recy Taylor,” launching what the Chicago Defender called “the strongest 
campaign for equal justice to be seen in a decade.” 

Around that same time, she held a brief job at Maxwell Air Force Base. Even though Maxwell is 
located in Montgomery, racial segregation was not permitted on the base because it was federal 
property. She rode on its integrated trolley. Parks noted years later, “You might just say Maxwell 
opened my eyes up.” 



In 1945, despite the Jim Crow laws and discrimination by registrars, Rosa Parks succeeded in 
registering to vote on her third try. 

In the late 40s and into the early 50s, Parks worked as a housekeeper and seamstress for Clifford 
and Virginia Durr, a politically liberal white couple. They encouraged Parks – and helped 
underwrite the expense for her to attend the Highlander Folk School, an education center for 
activism in workers’ rights and racial equality in Monteagle, Tenn., in the summer of 1955. 

In August 1955, Emmett Till, a black teenager, was brutally murdered after reportedly flirting 
with a young white woman while visiting relatives in Mississippi. On Nov. 27, 1955, Rosa Parks 
attended a mass meeting at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery that addressed this 
case as well as the recent murders of the activists George W. Lee and Lamar Smith. The featured 
speaker was T. R. M. Howard, a black civil rights leader from Mississippi who headed the 
Regional Council of Negro Leadership. Howard brought news of the recent acquittal of the two 
men who had murdered Till. Parks was deeply saddened and angry at the news, particularly 
because Till’s case had garnered so much national attention – and still, the two men walked free. 

After working all day, Parks boarded the Cleveland Avenue bus around 6 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 
1, 1955, in downtown Montgomery. She paid her fare and sat in an empty seat in the first row of 
back seats reserved for blacks in the “colored” section. As the bus traveled along its regular 
route, all of the white-only seats in the bus filled up. The bus reached the third stop in front of the 
Empire Theater, and several white passengers boarded. The bus driver noted that two or three 
white passengers were standing, as the front of the bus had filled to capacity. He moved the 
“colored” section sign behind Parks and demanded that four black people give up their seats in 
the middle section so that the white passengers could sit. Parks later recalled, “When that white 
driver stepped back toward us, when he waved his hand and ordered us up and out of our seats, I 
felt a determination cover my body like a quilt on a winter night.” 

According to Parks recollection, the driver said, “Y’all better make it light on yourselves and let 
me have those seats.” Three of them complied. Parks said, “The driver wanted us to stand up, the 
four of us. We didn’t move at the beginning, but he says, ‘Let me have these seats.’ And the 
other three people moved, but I didn’t.” The black man sitting next to her gave up his seat. 

Parks moved, but toward the window; she did not get up to move to the re-designated “colored” 
section. Parks later said, “I thought of Emmett Till – a 14-year-old African American who was 
lynched in Mississippi in 1955, after being accused of offending a white woman in her family’s 
grocery store, whose killers were tried and acquitted – and I just couldn't go back.”  

The driver said, “Why don’t you stand up?” Parks responded, “I don’t think I should have to 
stand up.” The bus driver called the police to arrest Parks. When recalling the incident for “Eyes 
on the Prize,” a 1987 public television series on the Civil Rights Movement, Parks said, “When 
he saw me still sitting, he asked if I was going to stand up, and I said, ‘No, I'm not.’ And he said, 



‘Well, if you don’t stand up, I'm going to have to call the police and have you arrested.’ I said, 
‘You may do that.’” 

During a 1956 radio interview with Sydney Rogers in West Oakland several months after her 
arrest, Parks said she had decided, “I would have to know for once and for all what rights I had 
as a human being and a citizen.” 

In her autobiography, “My Story,” she said: “People always say that I didn’t give up my seat 
because I was tired, but that isn’t true. I was not tired physically, or no more tired than I usually 
was at the end of a working day. I was not old, although some people have an image of me as 
being old then. I was 42. No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.” 

When the police officer arrived, he arrested her. As he was taking her away, she recalled that she 
asked, “Why do you push us around?” She remembered him saying, “I don’t know, but the law’s 
the law, and you’re under arrest.” She later said, “I only knew that, as I was being arrested, that it 
was the very last time that I would ever ride in humiliation of this kind….” 

Parks was charged with a violation of Chapter 6, Section 11 segregation law of the Montgomery 
City code. “I sat in a little room with bars before I was moved to a cell with two other women,” 
she remembered. “I felt that I had been deserted, but I did not cry.” Edgar Nixon, president of the 
Montgomery chapter of the NAACP and leader of the Pullman Porters Union, and her friend, 
Clifford Durr, bailed Parks out of jail that evening. 

On Sunday, Dec. 4, 1955, plans for the Montgomery bus boycott were announced at black 
churches in the area, and a front-page article in the Montgomery Advertiser helped spread the 
word. At a church rally that night, those attending agreed unanimously to continue the boycott 
until they were treated with the level of courtesy they expected, until black drivers were hired, 
and until seating in the middle of the bus was handled on a first-come basis. 

The next day, Parks was tried on charges of disorderly conduct and violating a local ordinance. 
The trial lasted 30 minutes. After being found guilty and fined $10, plus $4 in court costs 
(combined total equivalent to $134 in 2019), Parks appealed her conviction and formally 
challenged the legality of racial segregation.  

In a 1992 interview with National Public Radio’s Lynn Neary, Parks recalled: 

I did not want to be mistreated, I did not want to be deprived of a seat that I had 
paid for. It was just time ... there was opportunity for me to take a stand to express 
the way I felt about being treated in that manner. I had not planned to get arrested. 
I had plenty to do without having to end up in jail. But when I had to face that 
decision, I didn't hesitate to do so because I felt that we had endured that too long. 
The more we gave in, the more we complied with that kind of treatment, the more 
oppressive it became. 



A Hometown Boy 

Nazareth was not renowned among the cities of Israel. There is no mention of the town in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. We know that it is the place Joseph took his family once they returned from 
their exile in Egypt. We know it is the town from which Jesus’ parents made their annual trip to 
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. And we know it is the town where “Jesus grew in wisdom and 
in stature and in favor with God and all the people” (Luke 2:52). 

When it was time for Jesus to begin his public ministry, Jesus left Nazareth, found his cousin, 
John, and was baptized in the Jordan River. From there Jesus travelled north through the region 
of the Galilee healing, teaching, and enlisting committed followers. Within a few months Jesus 
was attracting larger crowds – often described as “a great multitude.” 

Even without our modern means of communication, the news of Jesus’ sudden rise in popularity 
spread throughout the region. So when Jesus decided to return to his hometown of Nazareth; it 
must have created quite a buzz. Certainly many of the residents knew his family. They had hired 
his father – and probably hired Jesus – to do work for them. They had attended numerous 
sabbath services in the synagogue together. They had travelled together to and from Jerusalem. I 
imagine there were even those who recalled that year when Mary and Joseph discovered their 
son was not among the company of travelers and had to return alone to Jerusalem to find their 
wayward son. 

There must have been a mix of excitement, pride, anticipation, and apprehension as they 
gathered in the synagogue this Sabbath. Of course they expected Jesus to attend services, 
because it was his custom. It was no surprise when the village rabbi invited Jesus to step forward 
to read scripture and teach a lesson. It is interesting that Mark does not tell us specifically what 
Jesus read or taught. Luke does provide many more details about what Jesus said (see Luke 4:16-
30). 

Mark chooses to focus on the reaction of the people. They were impressed, surprised, amazed, 
astonished, astonished. That led them to question, “Where did this man get all this? What’s this 
wisdom he’s been given?” (6:2b) Very quickly (as Mark tells it), their amazement turns to 
distain, and even ridicule.  

Carpenters are not known for their insight into matters of theology. Some members of the 
congregation may have had suspicions about the character of Mary – pregnant before she was 
married and now a widow. Her other children – neither her sons nor her daughters – seemed 
exceptional. It feels like the congregation has moved from adulation to condemnation in an 
instant. Indeed, Mark says “they took offense at him” – or the more literal translation, “Jesus 
caused them to stumble” (6:3c). The Message translation captures it well: “They tripped over 
what little they knew about him and fell, sprawling. And they never got any further.” 



Jesus replies with an aphorism that was probably well known to them: “Prophets are honored 
everywhere except in their own hometowns, among their relatives, and in their own households” 
(6:4). This proverb acknowledges the reality of the mistreatment God’s prophets received from 
the people of Israel over the centuries.  

Nevertheless, Mark tells us that “Jesus was amazed at their unbelief” (6:6). Some other 
translations of Jesus’ reaction include, “wondered,” “marveled,” “dumfounded,” “astonished,” 
and “appalled.” 

While it is not clear exactly how Jesus felt from the description Mark gives us, what is clear is 
that their rejection of Jesus and of the wisdom Jesus proclaims in their presence prevents Jesus 
from doing “any miracles there, except that he placed his hands on a few sick people and healed 
them” (6:5). 

It is worth considering the question, “Is Jesus stymied because the people refuse to acknowledge 
him as an authority, or is Jesus thwarted because the people reject the wisdom Jesus proclaims?” 
I would suggest that throughout his ministry Jesus is much less concerned with his reputation 
than he is with faithfully calling people to acknowledge God’s plan and purpose.  

The people of Nazareth fail to recognize God as the source of the wisdom that Jesus shares. The 
people of Nazareth fail to appreciate that in their ordinary town, in an ordinary family, practicing 
an ordinary obedience to the regular patterns of faithful living, God’s wisdom can come to full 
expression in a person who will open their heart and mind to this amazing gift.  

From Nothing to Something 

When God called Abram, there were just a few people in his company wandering from place to 
place. When God called Moses, he was a fugitive and refugee tending his father-in-law’s sheep. 
When God called David, he was the youngest of Jesse’s sons – almost overlooked because he 
was out in the fields. When God called Gideon, he was the youngest in his household and part of 
the weakest clan in one of the weakest tribes of Israel. Over and over, God uses seemingly 
insignificant people to accomplish God’s purposes. 

Paul testifies: “But God chose what the world considers foolish to shame the wise. God chose 
what the world considers weak to shame the strong. And God chose what the world considers 
low-class and low-life – what is considered to be nothing – to reduce what is considered to be 
something to nothing” (1 Corinthians 1:27-28).  

For some reason we continue to be fascinated with wealth, fame, and people who demonstrate 
exceptional talent. We aspire to greatness – as the world defines it, and we wonder why we so 
often find ourselves frustrated. We fail to grow in wisdom because we refuse to practice the 
virtues God commends. We miss the power of God because we reject the truth of God’s word. 



Furthermore, because we are looking in the wrong places and obsessing over the wrong values, 
we fail to notice the people who are faithfully working to make the world reflect the nature and 
character of God. Many of them are people of ordinary intelligence, possessing little of what the 
world counts as influence, operating with limited resources, but accomplishing great things for 
God – in spite of the lack of recognition by the rest of the world. 

Be encouraged. God is still at work in those who will live in obedience to God’s direction. Those 
who live through the challenges and disappointments of daily life while acknowledged the power 
and presence of God are being prepared to continue and extend the work of God’s kingdom. 

Discussion Questions 

• Which of the events of Rosa Parks’ life do you think most contributed to her decision not 
to give up her seat on the bus? 

• Why do you think the people of Nazareth failed to receive Jesus’ teaching? 

• Who are some people doing extraordinary – but unrecognized – work in your 
community? 

Ashley Randall is the Pastor of the Garden City UMC in Garden City, GA. He grew up in Phenix 
City, Ala. and attended Huntingdon College in Montgomery, which means he traveled through 
Tuskegee dozens of times. He regrets only visiting Tuskegee University once, when his children 
were studying history. He thinks more people should know that, upon her death in 2005, Rosa 
Parks was the first woman to lie in honor in the Capitol Rotunda, becoming the 31st person to 
receive this honor.  

 

A time to learn and grow 

GROWING IN GRACE 
BEN GOSDEN 

The great debate in school systems all over our country is if and how to reopen schools for the 
fall. As we wait, however, we find ourselves in a season of learning as our society tries to 
process and grow through multiple crises.  

Learning is a lot like taking medicine – it always does us good, but it’s not always fun. Opening 
ourselves up to learn means doing the difficult work of admitting the uncomfortable truth that we 
do not, in fact, have all of the answers. No one enjoys the insecurity of mystery. But the capacity 
to continue learning is our only hope of seeing life more clearly. And being willing to learn (and 
live into the insecurity of not having all of the answers in life) is a counter-cultural practice. Paul 
writes to the church in Rome, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his 
good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).  



In other words, to know God’s will is to engage in the practice of admitting how little we know 
and making the choice to have our minds (and ultimately our hearts) renewed through the 
learning process.  

Author Brian Herbert, once said, “The capacity to learn is a gift; The ability to learn is a skill; 
The willingness to learn is a choice.” Maybe we now find ourselves in a national/global 
classroom with some of the greatest opportunities for learning and growing more readily 
available than ever before. 

Could we finally learn to care about things that unite us more than we care about the things that 
divide us? For example, when did medical knowledge become a partisan issue? Can we not learn 
to let some things transcend the division in our culture? Why is it that wearing a mask – a simple 
sacrifice in the grand scheme of things - has become an issue that divides us? I partly blame 
WebMD for this. Before we had the ability to Google our health questions, we trusted experts – 
professionals who gave their lives to the practice of learning about medicine – to guide us. Now 
we’re all armchair doctors with special training in infectious disease transmission. I wonder if 
God might be calling us to re-learn the art of trusting the professionals God called into their field. 
Maybe then we could learn to not let something as important as public safety divide us?  

Another example of learning in the midst of national crisis is how we should all see we still have 
a lot to learn about racial justice in our world. For those of us who thought it was all solved by a 
Civil Rights movement 50 years ago, a few new laws, and the election of a black president, we 
now see that our learning curve is still very steep. Scholar Beverly Daniel Tatum has a helpful 
illustration of seeing racism as a moving sidewalk we’re all on. Actively racist acts are like 
walking fast on the moving sidewalk. But not walking fast (not engaging in actively racist 
behavior) doesn’t mean we’re not still on this moving sidewalk. Systemic racism is understood 
as the underlying practices, biases, and institutional policies that promote the advancement of 
white people. And if they don’t promote the advancement of white people, these systems don’t 
put up the barriers to white people that are put up for non-white people. That’s the moving 
sidewalk we don’t even realize we’re on!  

It’s no longer enough for white people not engage in racist behavior. We must learn to turn 
around and walk against the movement of the sidewalk by actively resisting it and naming the 
systems that keep the sidewalk in motion. We must not just avoid being racist – we must learn to 
be anti-racist.  

This summer my church has committed to a summer reading program to help us learn more fully 
what it means to be the Body of Christ. We’re taking 90 days to read all four Gospels one 
chapter at a time. And we’re reading two books to help us better understand things like white 
privilege and racial justice: “I’m Still Here” and “This Book is Antiracist.”  

2020 is turning out to be a year like none other in my lifetime. It’s a year full of crisis and 
confusion, fear and division, grief and sadness. But it’s also a year when we, as a people, are 
facing some of our greatest flaws head on and learning how to finally make changes together. 
When we see our neighbor as more important than the minor inconvenience of wearing a mask, 
we learn what it means to love our neighbor as Jesus would love. And when we affirm that black 
lives need to matter more than they have throughout our complicated history if we really think all 



lives matter, we learn to do the hard work of putting aside our sinful bias to our hearts and minds 
renewed by a God whose love encompasses all people, especially those who are being oppressed.  

The year is only half over and we still have a lot of learning to do. But, with God’s help, a little 
hard work, and a healthy dose of courage, I like our chances. Here’s to a remainder of the year 
filled with lots of learning and growing!  

The Rev. Ben Gosden is senior pastor at Trinity United Methodist Church in Savannah. He can 
be reached at ben@trinity1848.org.  

 

John Wesley’s sisters: Mehetabel 

JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON        

John Wesley’s sister Mehetabel was better known as “Hetty.” She was six years older than John 
and was probably the most beautiful of the Wesley sisters. She was a happy child with a warm 
personality. The Wesley family played cards and enjoyed dancing. The Wesley family was a 
happy oasis in the midst of a not-so-happy community. 

Following a fire in the rectory in 1709, Hetty was sent to live with her Uncle Matthew in 
London. There she met students, gentlemen, and ladies more in keeping with her keen mind, 
physical beauty, and ready wit than any she had meet at Epworth. Her view of life expanded 
greatly. When she returned home, many young men came to visit the Wesley parsonage. They 
were all discouraged by her father. She went to Kelstern to become a governess. There she met a 
dashing young lawyer. She brought him home to meet her family and again Samuel discouraged 
their relationship. Hetty was bitterly disappointed and eloped with her lover. After spending the 
night with him she learned that he had no interest in marriage and simply wanted her as his 
mistress.  

Brokenhearted, she returned home to find that she was pregnant and rejected by her own family. 
Sister Mary offered comfort, but Rev. Samuel was unforgiving. John tried to get his father to 
forgive her. He even preached a sermon on the need to forgive. Samuel knew the message was 
aimed at him and went so far as to complain to his Bishop about his son’s sermon! Hettie agreed 
to marry anybody who would have her. Samuel married her to a crude, uncouth plumber, 
William Wright. 

Her life with William was miserable. Then they moved to London and Uncle Matthew took an 
interest in her and introduced her to his literary friends and others in society. She began to write 
poetry. Her Uncle Matthew died in her arms and left her funds. 



Her father never forgave her. But after his death, life became easier for her and she was restored 
to her happy family. After her mother’s death, she wrote to John, “I have long desired to know 
one thing, Jesus Christ and Him crucified….”  

Hettie had become a Methodist and her Methodist friends were a comfort to her.  

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – July 2020 
 
7/01 – Donald Wood: 157 Arlington Row; Macon, GA 31210  
7/01 – Kenneth West: 4183 GA Hwy 93; Pelham, GA 31779  
7/02 – Hugh Davis: 102 Mossland Dr.; Perry, GA 31069-9213  
7/04 – Glenn Martin: 4418 Saddle Ridge Dr.; Columbus, GA 31907 
7/08 – Earl Bishop: 315 E. Misty Lane; Blairsville, GA 30512  
7/09 – Marshall Singletary: 200 White Blossom Trail; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/10 – Betty Lou Miller: 485 Tylerstone Dr.; Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526  
7/11 – Thom Davies: 1 Seventh Street #1004; Augusta, GA 30901  
7/12 – Eric Sizemore: PO Box 472; Rochelle, GA 31079  
7/13 – Randy Carnley: PO Box 345; Midville, GA 30441  
7/14 – Loran Smith: 5290 Arkwright Road; Macon, GA 31210  
7/14 – Ronnie Wills: 81 Gatlin Bluff; Thomasville, GA 31757  
7/16 – Roland Fall: 321 Lake Joy Rd.; Perry, GA 31069  
7/18 – Ray Bittner: 130 Ford St.; Poulan, GA 31781  
7/18 – Sonny Mason: 2218 Glendale Rd.; Augusta, GA 30904  
7/19 – Sam Rogers, III: 5300 Zebulon Road, #15; Macon, GA 31210  
7/20 – Man Lee: 18 Mannering Dr.; Dover, DE 19901  
7/20 – Charles McCook: 719 Cherokee Rd.; LaGrange, GA 30240  
7/20 – Isaac Moon: 100 Riverside; Griffin, GA 30224  
7/21 – Richard Lanning: 104 Macintosh Lane; Centerville, GA 31028  
7/22 – Wayne MacDonald: 203 Laurel Dr.; Sylvania, GA 30467  
7/22 – H.L. Pharr: 2302 Echols Rd.; Cumming, GA 30041  
7/23 – Norman Dunlap: 708 Robins Nest Ct.; Columbus, GA 31909  
7/24 – Donald Woeltjen: PO Box 1322; Fitzgerald, GA 31750  
7/25 – Elvin East: 80 Cypress Trail; Lakeland, GA 31635  
7/27 – Charles Ricks: 4191 Mt. Union Rd.; Huntington, WV 25701  
7/27 – Mark Zeitlin: 203 Victorian Lake Dr.; Brunswick, GA 31525  
7/28 – Ron Dixon: 1194 Country Club Dr.; Wrens, GA 30833 
7/28 – Donna Sue Roberts: 1209 Loblolly Lane; Bainbridge, GA 39817 
7/29 – Jim Kenney, Sr.: 139 Altama Connector; Brunswick, GA 31525 
7/29 – Sylvia Kersey: 861 Pine Hill Rd.; Dublin, GA 31021  
7/29 – Al Lewis, Jr.: 915 E. 42nd St.; Tifton, GA 31794  
7/31 – Lowery Brantley: PO Box 125; Pineview, GA 31071 
 



OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Joyce Myers 
Joyce T. Myers, 87, of St. Marys, made her transition on Monday, June 15, 2020, under the 
watch care of hospice and the St. Marys Senior Care Center. In conjunction with her husband, 
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, they visited periodically. 

Mrs. Joyce Myers was born in New Orleans on Dec. 8, 1932, to the late Elmo Foster and Lillian 
Evans. She moved to St. Marys in 1950 and lived in different states until she returned to St. 
Marys in 1973. She was a member of Greater Trinity United Methodist Church in St. Marys. She 
worked for Camden County Board of Education at St. Marys Elementary School for 16 years 
until her health failed. 

She had three children who proceeded her in death, Cathy Gibbs, Jerome Myers and Avis 
Merritt. 

She is survived by her husband of 70 years, Marcelle G. Myers of St. Marys; a brother, Wallace 
(Joyce) Shannon of Moss Point, Mississippi; a sister, Janina (Gene) Edwards of Passagula, 
Mississippi; two brothers-in-law, Danny Myers (Beverly) of Mississippi and Carter Myers 
(Yolanda) of Mississippi; nine children, Gordon Myers (Shirley) of Atlanta, John Furguson 
(Mary) of Columbus, Georgia, Darryl Furguson (Latoya) of St. Marys, Johnny Myers (Ina) of 
Atlanta, Gregory Myers of Jacksonville, Florida, Lawanda (Duane) of Jacksonville, Florida, Joan 
Myers of St. Marys, Irnetha Lambert of St. Marys and Marcella Dawson of St. Marys; 41 
grandchildren; 50 great-grandchildren; six great-great-grandchildren; a devoted friend, Mrs. 
Geraldine Baker; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins and other relatives.  

A service was held Saturday, June 27 in Oak Grove Cemetery.  

Rev. Irie Monroe Cyree 
Reverend Irie Monroe Cyree, 95, of Phenix City, Ala., died Wednesday, June 24, 2020, at 
Columbus Hospice House. Due to the current COVID-19 pandemic, the family will hold a 
memorial service at a later date. A private interment will be held at Parkhill Cemetery. 

Rev. Cyree was born March 4, 1925, in Columbus, Ga. to the late Isaac Wayne and Ethel Hill 
Cyree. He was a World War II Navy veteran and a member of the Midland Masonic Lodge #144. 
Rev. Cyree was the Associate Pastor at Summerville Road United Methodist Church for many 
years. He also worked for 25+ years until his early 90s at Piggly Wiggly on South Lumpkin 
Road and the Piggly Wiggly on Stadium Drive in Phenix City, Ala. All of his life and into his 
90s, Irie was one of the hardest working, most dedicated, and creative men that most have ever 
seen. He was a dedicated Christian who gave out his Piggly Wiggly card with a Bible verse to 
everyone he came in contact with. Above all, Irie is remembered for his love of God, being a 
loving husband, father, grandfather, and a beloved friend to all. 

Other than his parents, he was preceded on death by his wife of 65 years, Mollie Cyree, and his 
son, Don Cyree. 



Rev. Cyree is survived by his children, Tommy (Sister) Milligan, Betty (Charles) Holley; 
numerous grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great grandchildren, and numerous nieces, 
nephews, cousins, and friends. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Summerville United Methodist Church, 1201 32nd 
Street Phenix City, AL 36867. 

Rev. Mark Kase 
Mark Kase, a longtime resident of St. Simons Island, Georgia, passed away peacefully at his 
residence on Tuesday, June 30, 2020. 

Mark was born on September 5, 1934, in Huntington, Indiana. He was the son of the late Elmer 
Kase and Arline Kirkendall Kase. He was also preceded in death by his three older brothers. 

After graduating from seminary at Duke University, Mark joined the Marine Corp and was 
assigned as Chaplain. He served in the Far East with the Corp for seven years. He was selected 
by the US Navy for Post Graduate studies at his alma mater, Duke University. He was assigned 
as Chaplain for Submarine Squadron 10, which included the first Nuclear submarine (the 
Nautilus), as well as nine others. He served on two fleet flagships, had many shore assignments, 
and retired as a Commander in the Navy after 30 years. 

Upon his retirement, he requested and was appointed to the Blythe Island United Methodist 
Church, where he served the people and congregation for an additional 20 years. Mark was an 
ordained Elder in the South Georgia Conference of The United Methodist Church. He remained 
active in the community and served in pastoral care at Wesley United Methodist Church at 
Frederica, as well as a member of the choir. He enjoyed preaching at Lovely Lane Chapel as the 
need arose. In addition, Mark was a member and president of the Family Motor Coach 
Association (Georgia Chapter), and was very involved in the Brunswick Kiwanis Club. He was 
honored to serve as the President, and as the Georgia Lt. Governor for the organization. 

To all that knew him, he was a Godly man and had a true passion for service to others. He will 
be remembered for his selflessness, for his commanding presence, his infectious smile, and his 
booming voice (probably due to his hearing). He will be sorely missed by all who knew him, and 
all whose lives he touched. 

Left to cherish his memories are his loving wife of 60 years, Anne C. Kase, RN; one son, Mark 
Christian Kase, USMC (Ret); his two daughters, Kimberly Anne Kase Atkins and Karen 
Ashleigh (Kase) Marchesseau; nine grandchildren, Christopher Kase, Heather Kase, Jonathon 
Howard Kase, Anne Atkins, Joshua Atkins, Abigail Udell, Jesse Atkins, Chase Marchesseau and 
Lainey Marchesseau. 

A private family funeral service to honor his life was held Monday, July 6 2020, at Wesley 
United Methodist Church at Frederica. Rev. Dr. Jerry A. Roe and the Rev. Dr. Wright Culpepper 
officiated. A graveside service with military honors was held at Oglethorpe Memorial Garden 
Cemetery.  



Edo Miller and Sons are in charge of the arrangements. You may sign the register book and leave 
condolences for the family at www.Edomillerandsons.com.    

 

Scripture Readings – July 7 

July 12 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 25:19-34 
Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756) 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

July 19 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 (UMH 854) 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

July 26 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 
Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH 828) 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 7/7/2020 edition 

Pastoral Care as a Gateway to Recovery, Part 2 – July 7 
“Pastoral Care as a Gateway to Recovery from Addiction” is a three-part series for clergy led by 
Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, Conference Pastoral Counselor. Deborah will interview experts in 
the area of recovery who can help our clergy identify addiction issues, consult appropriately with 
parishioners and others around the problem, learn about the “Intervention” process, and then 
know how/where to refer for treatment. These workshops will also look at addiction from a 
family systems perspective. Part 2: July 7, 10:30 am - noon | Part 3: August 11, 10:30 am – noon 
| Register 

Certified Lay Ministry Summer Immersion – July 13-17 
The five-course session meets at The Chapel in Brunswick. More information: 
www.sgaumc.org/certifiedlayministrytraining 



ERT Basic Certification & Chainsaw Training, Fitzgerald – July 17-18 
An ERT and Chainsaw Training will be held Friday, July 17 and Saturday, July 18 at Central 
UMC in Fitzgerald. The class will be held Friday evening from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. and on 
Saturday from 8 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. The chainsaw training will begin at the conclusion of the 
ERT class and will run from noon until 5 p.m. For questions, contact Kelly Crane, Coastal 
District Disaster Response Coordinator, at kelcrane@gmail.com or 731-499-0491. Register now 

ERT Basic Certification & Chainsaw Training, Cairo – July 25 
An ERT Basic Certification course will be held Saturday, July 25 at Cairo First UMC. The class 
will begin at 8 a.m. with the chainsaw training immediately following from 1 p.m. until 5 p.m. 
The cost is $25 for ERT class, badge, registration, t-shirt, and lunch. Chainsaw training is an 
additional $6 (must be an ERT badge holder). For questions or to register, call Susan Hughes at 
229-423-9381 or 229-425-3068. 

Annual Conference Clergy Session, Virtual – Aug. 2 
The 2020 Annual Conference clergy session will be held virtually, Sunday, August 2 from 3 - 5 
p.m. More information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

Annual Conference Commissioning Service, Virtual – Aug. 8 
Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be 
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting with only family present. The 
Commissioning Service is set for Saturday, August 8 at 2 p.m. The service will be live-streamed. 
More information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

Annual Conference Ordination Service, Virtual – Aug. 9 
Those approved for provisional membership or full connection at the clergy session will be 
commissioned or ordained in a local church setting with only family present. The Service of 
Ordination is set for Sunday, August 9 at 4 p.m. The service will be live-streamed. More 
information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.  

Pastoral Care as a Gateway to Recovery, Part 3 – Aug. 11 
“Pastoral Care as a Gateway to Recovery from Addiction” is a three-part series for clergy led by 
Rev. Deborah Wight-Knight, Conference Pastoral Counselor. Deborah will interview experts in 
the area of recovery who can help our clergy identify addiction issues, consult appropriately with 
parishioners and others around the problem, learn about the “Intervention” process, and then 
know how/where to refer for treatment. These workshops will also look at addiction from a 
family systems perspective. Part 3: August 11, 10:30 am – noon | Register 

Annual Conference Retiree Recognition Service, Virtual – Aug. 11 
The 2020 Annual Conference Retiree Recognition Service will be held Tuesday, August 11 at 7 
p.m. to honor and recognize retiring clergy. It will be a virtual service. More 
information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 



Annual Conference Memorial Service, Virtual – Aug. 13 
The 2020 Annual Conference Memorial Service to remember clergy and clergy spouses who 
have passed away this past year is set for August 13 at 7 p.m. It will be a virtual service. More 
information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference. 

2020 South Georgia Annual Conference session, Virtual – Aug. 15 
The 2020 Annual Conference session will be held virtually Saturday, Aug. 15 from 8:30 a.m. - 4 
p.m. More information: www.sgaumc.org/annualconference.   


