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Clergy promote peace during trial 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Amid those protesting outside the Glynn County Courthouse this week – many from as far away 
as Virginia, Wisconsin, New York, and Canada – walks Rev. Abra Lattany-Reed. 

Wearing a multicolored sticker that reads, “Do Justice. Love Mercy. Walk humbly… together. 
Glynn,” Rev. Lattany-Reed is one of about 20 area clergy and religious leaders who have formed 
a diverse ecumenical group, Glynn Clergy for Equity, dedicated to peace and prayer. 

Whether sitting under the group’s tent, walking alongside protestors, handing out water and 
snacks, or praying with Ahmaud Arbery’s family, Rev. Lattany-Reed and the other members of 
the clergy group are in downtown Brunswick to help promote peace during the trial of three men 
charged with murder in the February 23, 2020, shooting death of Arbery. 

“We have pledged a commitment to pray not just for the trial, but for the community, the needs 
of the community, and everyone impacted by this,” said Rev. Lattany-Reed, a Brunswick native 
and pastor of Harper’s Chapel United Methodist Church in Baxley. 

In addition to the Micah 6:8 scripture, which the sticker and matching yard signs reference, Rev. 
Lattany-Reed said the prophet Amos’ message of justice is as relevant today as it was 2,700 
years ago. 

Bishop David Graves, in a statement to the South Georgia Conference, quoted Amos 5:24 as he 
addressed justice and the trial and called the body of Christ to a deep place of prayer. 

“The scripture the Holy Spirit keeps moving me to pray comes from the prophet Amos,” he said. 
“The vision that came to Amos, used by many leaders past and present, would be fulfilled, ‘But 
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.’” 

People of faith and United Methodists have a responsibility to work toward justice, healing, and 
reconciliation, said Rev. Lattany-Reed, who believes the Church can take the lead and show the 
world how to move toward healing. 

“Healing and reconciliation – that’s the role of the Church,” she said. “Reconciliation is about 
wholeness, and I believe in reconciliation.” 

Brunswick First United Methodist Church stands just five blocks from the Glynn County 
Courthouse. Senior pastor Dr. Wright Culpepper knows members of the Arbery family and the 
McMichaels family.  



He acknowledges the grief and fear in the community, but says Glynn County has, so far, been 
peaceful. 

“Right now, it’s peaceful. Glynn County has been a model for peace.”  

While it’s easy to cast blame and point fingers, he urges self examination, reflection, and prayer. 

“We all need to do work within ourselves,” said Dr. Culpepper, who has asked both his 
congregation and those he serves at Faithworks, a social services ministry affiliated with The 
United Methodist Church, to look inside themselves and examine their own hearts for sin. 

“My banner, my prayer, is ‘Create in me a clean heart, oh God, and renew a right spirit in me,’” 
Dr. Culpeper said. “I challenge us to do the same. If there is anything wrong with us, let God 
deal with us in a gracious and redemptive way.”  

On the other side of town, The United Methodist Church has a quiet but powerful presence as it 
advocates for justice with two digital billboards that read “United Methodists Stand Against 
Racism.” A dozen t-shirts with the same message were given to protesters and are being worn by 
members of Rev. Lattany-Reed’s congregation. 

“We need justice and peace in our communities,” said Rev. David Thompson, superintendent of 
the Coastal District. “Throughout the Bible, the concepts of justice and peace are frequently 
expressed together because they are intertwined and support one another.  We will never have 
peace, shalom in our communities until we have justice, tsedaqah. The Word of God also shows 
us that a part of healing for communities is justice. Like Micah 6:8, the prophet Isaiah tells us to 
‘learn to do good, seek justice, and to correct oppression.’ So today we stand together that we 
might learn to do good, seek justice, and correct oppression in the love of God in Christ.” 

 

Statesboro First UMC’s revival a “work of God through hundreds of lay people”  

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Eight months ago, a group of four Statesboro First United Methodist Church members began to 
pray for revival.  

Meeting every Monday evening in an upstairs room at the church – aptly named the Upper Room 
– they had no plans and no real idea what to do but pray. 

“We knew we needed revival. The whole world needs a revival,” said Don Marsh, a member of 
Statesboro First UMC who served on the church’s evangelism committee. “When we started, we 
talked about having revival in our church, for our church members. Before that night was over 



we decided not to put God in a box, not to limit Him. For us, it was and is our intention that our 
revival be the start of a revival for the whole world.” 

Out of their prayers grew an idea to host a revival, and last month, Statesboro First UMC hosted 
“Revive and Restore,” a three-night event that saw more than 600 people gather under a massive 
tent in the church’s parking lot.  

“It was a work of God through hundreds of lay people,” said senior pastor Dr. Scott Hagan, who 
called the revival “incredible.” 

Bishop James Swanson, resident bishop of the Mississippi Conference, brought his dynamic 
preaching to the revival, which was held Sunday, Oct. 10; Monday, Oct. 11; and Tuesday, Oct. 
12.  

It was a diverse, ecumenical gathering, with people from across denominational lines gathering 
under and spilling out of the tent. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Primitive Baptists, 
Episcopalians, Pentecostals, Lutherans, and many who had never attended church showed up to 
praise Jesus and hear Bishop Swanson proclaim the Word of God.  

“People weren’t just there to be entertained, they were there to encounter the Holy Spirit,” Marsh 
said. “The Holy Spirit showed up because we prayed and expected it.” 

From the onset, the planning committee had three main goals for the revival: They wanted a 
revival for church members and the community, they wanted a revival that broke down racial 
barriers, and they wanted a revival that was about reviving and restoring instead of the 
divisiveness that’s an unfortunate part of today’s culture.  

“I can’t say enough about the original four members and the humility and the great intention and 
the great spirit they had from the start,” Dr. Hagan said.  

It took months of planning, more than 100 volunteers, and untold hours of prayer to host the 
revival, but the event was just a spark the Holy Spirit used to start a fire, said revival committee 
member Linda Hubbard. 

“Our prayer for the revival was that these embers, these flickers, will be fanned by the Holy 
Spirit, because for this to be a true revival, the fire must come from Him.” 

Hubbard, who said she’s been praying for revival for years, believes God is moving through 
Statesboro First UMC and in the community.  

“I think God is moving and doing a mighty thing,” she said. “I knew the revival had to start 
individually. I prayed, ‘Lord, let it start with me.’ We need a revival. We need it to start with us, 
our churches, our communities. We need to fan the flame.” 



The dream – that the revival at Statesboro First UMC would ignite a revival in the community 
that would spread to the entire country and world – is ongoing, Marsh said. One event is not 
enough, but it’s a spark that will light a fire.  

“That’s a mighty big dream for us to have, but we have a mighty big God.” 

Now that the tent has been torn down and the chairs have been put away, what’s next? The 
revival was just the beginning, said Dr. Hagan, Marsh, and Hubbard.  

“We need to get back into the upper room and pray,” Dr. Hagan said. “The world wants to pull 
us apart and God wants to pull us together. God’s call to the church is to bring us back together.” 

 

Revs. Baxter, Duke-Barton to serve as South Georgia mission liaisons 

By Kara Witherow, Editor 

Rev. Shannon Baxter and Rev. Garth Duke-Barton have been tapped to serve as South Georgia 
Conference mission liaisons. 

Rev. Baxter, minister of Missions Outreach Ministries at Isle of Hope United Methodist Church 
in Savannah, is also now serving as the South Georgia Conference’s United Methodist 
Volunteers In Mission (UMVIM) Conference coordinator. 

Rev. Duke-Barton, pastor of Epworth United Methodist Church in Jesup, is also now serving as 
Conference Secretary for Global Ministries. 

“I am thankful that Shannon and Garth have both graciously agreed to serve in these important 
roles within the life of our Annual Conference,” said Kelly Roberson, Connectional Ministries 
Team Leader. “Their passion for mission will allow the South Georgia Conference to explore 
and expand our mission connections so that we can find more ways to be in service in our 
communities and throughout the world.” 

In his role as UMVIM Conference coordinator, Rev. Baxter will serve as a liaison between the 
South Georgia Conference and the Southeastern Jurisdiction UMVIM. He will also help 
communicate and share UMVIM’s work and help South Georgia stay connected with the 
organizations UMVIM relates to. 

“I hope to help increase the conference’s awareness of UMVIM, what UMVIM does, and 
increase the Conference’s knowledge base on who is an UMVIM organization and how they can 
get involved,” said Rev. Baxter, who also serves as secretary of the SEJ UMVIM board of 
directors. “There are places all over the country and all over the world that are related to 
UMVIM and The United Methodist Church as a whole that are doing some amazing work, and 



anything I can do to get people connected to those individuals and agencies I would love to be 
able to do.” 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission, SEJ is the short-term mission sending agency of the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church. UMVIM exists to promote, 
encourage and enable Christians to exemplify “Christian Love in Action” through short-term 
mission service at home and abroad. 

Learn more about the work of UMVIM.  

Rev. Duke-Barton, now serving as Conference Secretary for Global Ministries, sees the need for 
both local and international mission efforts. 

In his new role, he will help highlight and advance Global Ministries’ mission opportunities and 
programs. 

Rev. Duke Barton wants all individuals and congregations – regardless of size or location – to 
understand they’re called to mission work. 

“I want to help people understand there’s a calling for local, national, and international 
missions,” he said. Just because you’re not called to one area doesn’t mean you’re not called to 
some other area.” 

A major responsibility of Global Ministries is to connect the various parts of the Church as 
United Methodists engage in global mission. As a biblically rooted and historically informed 
organization, Global Ministries facilitates engagement in God's mission. 

Learn more about the work of Global Ministries.  

 

Disaster Response Ministry: Upcoming trainings and news 

With the end of the 2021 hurricane season in sight, now is a great time to evaluate your 
readiness, attend an Early Response Team (ERT) training or ERT recertification class, or give to 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR).  

For those whose ERT credentials have expired due to COVID, UMCOR has waived all 
credentials from November 2019 through December 2021. In order to move forward in the 
credentialing process, UMCOR has now deployed an online recertification course to help 
interested individuals update their ERT credentials. South Georgia Disaster Response 
Coordinator Luis Morales will host two, four-hour online classes, on Saturday, Nov. 13 and Dec. 
11. Participants only need to attend one session to renew for another three years. More 
information 



An in-person Basic ERT Recertification class will be taught Dec. 3 at Goshen United Methodist 
Church in Rincon. This class is for current or expired ERTs who need to update 
their badge. More information 

For those who would like to attend a Basic ERT Training, one will be held Dec. 4 at Goshen 
UMC in Rincon. More information 

South Georgia United Methodists have responded to the devastation left by Hurricanes Ida and 
Nicholas left in Louisiana and other Gulf States. When the Louisiana Conference asked for ERT 
assistance, South Georgia’s district disaster response coordinators deployed teams to help 
support relief efforts.  

And because of your generosity, our storage facilities are at capacity, full of flood buckets, 
hygiene kits, cleaning kits, and school kits. At this time, the conference is not able to receive any 
additional buckets or kits, but will communicate as soon as more are needed. Donations may be 
sent to UMCOR through their “Materials Resources” fund. 

South Georgia continues to increase its capacity for disaster response and readiness. Morales and 
District coordinators Kelly Crane (Coastal District), Rob Belknap (North Central District), Neal 
Anderson (Northeast District), Glenn Martin (Northwest District), Susan Hughes (South 
Central), and Thomas Smith (Southwest District) are committed to providing the loving presence 
of Christ during all times of disaster. 

“On behalf of the conference disaster team, I want thank South Georgia United Methodists for 
their continued support and generosity,” Morales said. “It is humbling and comforting to know 
we have your backing.” 

 

Encounter Youth Retreat moved to Jekyll Island, set for Nov. 19-21 

Encounter, the annual youth retreat sponsored by South Georgia's Connectional Ministries, is set 
for November 19-21 at Camp Jekyll 4-H Center on Jekyll Island. Designed for 6th - 12th grade 
students, Encounter will offer passionate worship, relevant Bible study, and a hope-filled time 
away in community with other teens.  

Online registration is available through November 10. Churches will register as a group. The cost 
for this event is $150 per person which includes programming, insurance, food, lodging, and a t-
shirt. 

Adult chaperones with Safe Sanctuary certification must be provided by each church group. For 
more information, contact Event Coordinator Suzanne Akins at suzanne@sgaumc.com or (912) 
638-8626 ext 107. 



More information can also be found on the Encounter website. Register 

 

Our Connection Matters: Advent Resources 

‘Tis the season...almost! Sunday, November 28 marks the beginning of Advent - less than four 
weeks away! As we prepare to journey through the season, we hope the resources provided 
here will help your planning and give you fresh ideas. As you begin preparations for the Advent 
season, consider the following resources for new ideas. Read more 

 

Five hopes for the South Georgia Conference 

FROM THE BISHOP 
DAVID GRAVES 

In a new “Five Faves with Bishop Graves” video message, Bishop David Graves spoke about his 
hopes for the South Georgia Conference. Watch it here.  

Read the full transcript of his video message: 

My five hopes for the South Georgia Conference, first of all, are partnering together for mission 
and ministry. It’s so important that we partner together and focus on our mission and ministry. 
And then secondly, continue to live into the future, remembering of our faithful past. There’s so 
much unknown, but we have been faithful in the past, continue to be faithful in the future. 

And then continue to be a witness to each community we have the privilege to serve and to be a 
part of. That’s just so important. Let’s be the witness Christ has called us to be.  

And then fourthly, regardless of the denominational decisions that could be made next year or in 
the next few years to come, that we will be a united body, because we have more that we can do 
together than separately. And so, if we focus on that, let’s be together in whatever decisions that 
we have to make moving forward.  

And number five, my hope is that we make a difference for Christ in our corner of the world, that 
we have been, and have the privilege to be a part of. 

 

United in Praise 



Fall Quarter: Celebrating God 
Unit 3: Visions of Praise 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 7, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Revelation 7:9-7 
Key Scripture (NIV): “I answered, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he said, ‘These are they who have 
come out of the great tribulations; they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.’” Rev. 7:14 

Lesson Aims 

1. To understand the grand message of Revelation. 

2. To gain an understanding of the images revealed in Revelation. 

3. To gain hope and trust that God’s righteousness and love triumph over all. 

Introduction 

Revelation has long been a fascinating document to the Church. It is combination of real time 
and futuristic events. It is both an epistle to the churches and an eschatological/apocalyptic 
prophecy. Eschatological and apocalyptic events are both related to the end times. We tend to 
use the term “apocalyptic” in relation to the birth pangs leading to the ultimate end of life as we 
know it. Revelation allows us to envision the ultimate end. In the end God reigns! Life triumphs 
over death, light over darkness, love over hatred, and good over evil!  

The first three chapters address the seven churches in real time. However, in chapter 4, the book 
turns toward the prophetic. The chapter opens, “And the door of heaven opened.” It is at this 
point that John witnesses and describes the images of what is to come. The Old Testament book 
of Daniel is structured in the same manner. It also opens with real-time events and then shifts 
into eschatological/apocalyptic visions. These two books continue to confound the Church as 
God’s people seek to understand the visions. Some attempt to construct timelines related to the 
end, yet they always fail. Others attempt to impose the visions of Revelation onto modern 
history. Attempts are made to make today’s events “fit” the images. Again, most often these fail. 
The book of Revelation is not written for us to fully understand. We are blessed just by reading 
it. The book has a major theme that is all-important: in the end, God reigns over all, conquering 
every sinful, destructive element in life. The visions and images all point to a greater reality. In 
the Bible, the inspired authors write of the eternal, using human words and images. It is the best 
they can do. We are aware God is always greater, and the attributes of God far richer. When John 
describes the gates of heaven as pearl and the gems and gold present in the city, it is the best he 
can do. These are the most beautiful realities John knows and understands. Thus, God grants him 
a vision of the most beautiful reality he can comprehend. However, heaven is far greater.  



The book of Revelation drives us to our knees in wonder. Mystery is a vital part of our faith. We 
will never know all in this life, but we seek to know all. We understand as we are able. We 
always remain open to revelations of light, hope, love, and life. Therefore, instead of forcing 
definitions and projecting events upon Revelation, we must simply read it, bask in its wonder, 
and find hope in its powerful message of triumph.  

It is helpful to explore the images and visions. We can find meaning in them. We can gain a 
sense of the great events to unfold. There is a difference between exploring and imposing. We 
are explorers, seeking to grasp and understand. Though we will never fully grasp all, what we do 
grasp is meaningful. Knowing all is not as exciting as the act of searching for all. Paul 
understood the beauty of such mystery when he wrote in I Cor. 13, “Now we see as through a 
glass dimly, then we shall see face to face.”  

Theologically, Revelation offers us a vision of the Kingdom of God, fully established. In 
theology school I learned the truism: “The Kingdom of God is here, but not yet.” The Kingdom 
of God has been present in the world from the beginning. Our sinful nature is able to taste that 
kingdom as it breaks into the world. When we see real justice, grasp truth, experience 
compassion and love, and find meaning and purpose in life, we are experiencing the Kingdom. 
The Kingdom of God was more fully ushered into human life through Jesus. Jesus is the 
attributes of the Kingdom in flesh. Jesus was the Kingdom revealed in human life. His life 
revealed the very heart of God and the attributes of the Kingdom. His death and resurrection 
revealed the ultimate end toward where the Kingdom is headed. Life will conquer death and all 
things evil and destructive. Revelation offers us a vision of what is to come. The Kingdom will 
be established upon earth as it is in heaven. 

Therefore, there exists an intimate connection between this life and the life to come. At the end 
of our life we do not stop existing. We “pass” into the full reality of the Kingdom of God. We 
who are still seeking are eternally bound to those in eternity who “fully know and are fully 
known.”  

Has the book of Revelation proved difficult for you to read and understand? Can you identify the 
reason or reasons? Do you tend to avoid reading Revelation? Can you state the importance of 
reading Revelation? What is your understanding of the Kingdom of God? In what ways can you 
see and experience it in the world? In what ways has Revelation enriched your faith? Is mystery 
a part of your faith? What do you believe to be the purpose of mystery in life and faith? 

Our study involves exploring the major images within the text.  

1. Image of Pentecost: the great multitude 

2. Image of the Triumphant Entry. 

3. The image of the persevering family.  



4. The image of frail humanity utterly transformed.  

The Images: Pentecost and The Great Multitude 

John envisions a multitude of the redeemed so large it was countless. Of course, a multitude of 
people can be counted if a person had the means, the time, the patience, the memory etc. John 
reveals to us this crowd is so large it overwhelms our human ability. It is heartbreaking that 
humanity so quickly assigns titles like “us” and “them.” Often, our understanding of Christianity 
doesn’t extend beyond our personally perceived world. Each Sunday most of us confess our faith 
through The Apostle’s Creed. In this beautiful historical creed, we affirm our belief in the “holy 
catholic church.” The word catholic is an adjective, not a noun. It means “universal.” As 
Christians we believe wherever there are people who believe in and follow Jesus as Lord, there is 
the Church. We belong to a family seen and unseen, past and present. This number includes all, 
in every corner of the world. This family consists of Christians from the past and will eventually 
include those to come. This number is so large that humankind fails to fully comprehend it. 
Understanding the vastness of the Church should broaden our soul, our thinking, our faith, and 
our ministry. This vast number should also overwhelm us with grace. Though there are countless 
Christians, past, present and yet to come, God knows us! The Lord knows us as individuals so 
intimately, in the words of the psalmist, he knows the number of hairs upon our head, our rising 
and our sleeping, etc. Read Psalm 139. It might seem impossible for God to know each one of us 
that intimately. Remember, God stands beyond a cosmos of his making so large it is 
incomprehensible. Our frail humanity cannot count the number of stars and solar systems. Yet, 
our universe operates in grand design and purpose. Certainly, God can know us, all of us!  

Revelation reveals the beautiful fulfillment of Pentecost. The book reveals the countless crowd 
consists of those from every nation, tribe, and language. At Pentecost, the Church moved from 
the Upper Room, into the streets, and into the uttermost parts of the earth. In the end, Christians 
from every part of the world stand together before God. The word “nation” implies a group of 
people living together beneath an overriding structure of government. It also implies that we 
share a common culture. Our expectations are very similar. Thus, John envisions every nation, 
every means of governing, all people sharing a similar culture will stand before the one throne of 
God.  

The word tribe is a more intimate description of a people. Many share a bloodline, or a common 
heritage. We are the expression of those who came before. Thus, even those who do not share a 
common means of government and culture are included in the countless crowd. We are part of a 
new tribe, a new “spiritual bloodline.” We are joined to all others in the faith. The Spirit moves 
John to include “every language.” Language is our means of communicating. Language is the 
agent that allows us to address each other, and in turn, know each other. With language we share 
who we are and learn who others are. We share our faith and values through language and listen 
to the expression of faith and the values of others. Though our tongues are different and varied, 
we will all stand before God as one people, with one language of the heart. Many become 



confused in trying to understand the tongues, glossolalia, at Pentecost. It is quite obvious that the 
many tongues in Acts 2 were given for sharing the Gospel with those from every nation, tribe, 
and language. What began at Pentecost will reach its full expression as the Kingdom fully 
arrives. We will all praise, understand, and know.  

Revelation offers us a vision of what is perfectly to come in God’s Kingdom. Yet, that Kingdom 
is even now present in the world and moving the world toward perfect communion. We are being 
led by the Spirit, through the Church, toward that perfect unity in Christ.  

Is your understanding of the Christian community limited? If so, how does a limited perspective 
of the community affect your faith, relationships, and missional outreach? Who do you believe 
should define the redeemed? What is the destructive nature of limited humanity attempting to 
determine who is family and who isn’t? What can we do to enlarge our understanding of others? 
Within our nation, and its tribes and languages, what groups of people do we neglect when 
thinking of the redeemed crowd? How can the Church help us better understand and relate to the 
great crowd of God’s children? In what ways do you witness the Spirit moving us today toward 
this united family? 

The Images: The Triumphant Entry 

Following the perfect vision of Pentecost’s culmination in Revelation, we read Revelation’s 
perfect vision of the Triumphant Entry’s message. What began with Jesus riding into Jerusalem 
on a colt will be perfectly fulfilled in the Kingdom. In John’s vision, the redeemed stand in white 
robes with palm branches in their hands while praising the Lord.  

Their robes, though washed in Christ’s blood, are pure and white. The Jewish people understood 
the redeeming work of Jesus through the Old Testament sacrificial system. Perfect lambs were 
killed and their blood was poured over the mercy seat of the Ark. Thus, their sins were forgiven 
for one year. The early Christians were Jews. They had no other way of understanding God’s 
redemption than the sacrificial system. Thus, Jesus is the “Lamb” of the world that “taketh away 
all sin.” Jesus was, and is, the perfect lamb, without spot or blemish. He offered his life as he 
bled to death on a cross. The people believed life was “in the blood.” Thus, Jesus poured out his 
life.  

Through Jesus, all can experience the forgiveness of sins. We can begin a journey of purity. We 
are cleansed and forgiven, yet our journey toward perfect holiness has only just begun. In the 
end, all will be utterly pure. Thus, as those saved through the blood of Christ, we stand in before 
God in purity. Symbolically, we stand in white robes, praising God to the uttermost. During the 
Triumphant Entry, Jesus rode toward the cross to redeem the world. In John’s vision, that 
redemption is complete in the fullest sense of the word.  

Do you understand your faith as a journey? If we fail to recognize our journey, how does this 
negatively impact our faith and life? One can witness the Kingdom of God in life through 



experiences of God’s creativity in the world, God’s attributes being expressed through people, 
and God’s personal touches that enrich your life. Do you notice such experiences? If not, what 
can you do to gain a greater and enlarged spiritual vision? Each of us has a starting place in 
which we were aware of the choice to follow Jesus. Some assume the starting place to be a one-
time event. Were we taught that it is a beginning and that we are headed toward the fulfilled 
Kingdom of God? If we understand our Christian experience as one experience, we will miss so 
much of what God reveals in life. How can your Church help reacquaint you with your walk in 
Christ? Your journey is also to lead you towards a larger, richer community. Do you feel your 
spiritual family is being enlarged? If not, why? As one who recognizes the importance of your 
journey and one who is aware of your growing family, can you share how this enriches your 
faith? 

The Images: The Persevering Family 

In this vision, the multitude, dressed in white and praising God, arrived at the throne of God 
through perseverance in their faith. The final event of persecution was, and will be, preceded by 
many experiences of adversity. Persecution was experienced by the early Church and continued 
through the centuries. Even today, Christians in other lands often pay for their faith with their 
life. The perseverance on the part of the early Church was and is astounding. Persecution was so 
prevalent during the first 300 years of the Church that it was expected. I Peter reads: “If you 
suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.” Martyrdom 
actually served as a means of Christian spiritual warfare. The early Christians did not fight with 
weapons or seek to kill their persecutors. Instead, they died for their faith. The witness of dying 
for one’s faith touched and moved souls, except for the hard-hearted. The faith of the Christian 
was real and evident; those persecuting were left in bewilderment. History reveals the more the 
Church was persecuted the more it grew! At Golgotha, such an event occurred. After a centurion 
witnessed the death of innocent Jesus he uttered in humility and wonder, “Surely this man was 
the Son of God.” When good, loving people die, the world around them is altered and often 
transformed.  

We have few greater expressions of martyrdom than the death of James, the Lord’s brother. 
James was slow in coming to faith in Jesus. He was a very devout Jew and was known by some 
as James the Camel-kneed. He prayed so much his knee-caps were worn and wrinkled. He 
became a Christian following the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. James was so certain Jesus 
was God’s Messiah he refused to disown him under threat of death. He was taken to the highest 
point of the temple and thrown to the ground. He was still breathing, with an opportunity to 
change his mind. He didn’t. He was then stoned, and still breathed. At last they clubbed him to 
death. In the opening to the book of James he wrote: “My brothers and sisters, whenever you 
face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your 
faith produces endurance . . .” His belief that trials brought character and joy was tested to the 
uttermost. He persevered. 



Our faith has been handed to us from those who suffered and kept the faith. There are still 
martyrs in the world. Their perseverance was and is the testimony that speaks to the heart. How 
does one attack the faith of so many who died for it? How does one ignore the faith of the 
persecuted? It is our non-violent weapon in the world; after all, suffering for one’s faith is 
difficult to ignore.  

John recognizes a last great wave of persecution. Some try to predict such moments, but such 
efforts are fruitless. Believe me, we will know if we are in such a moment in our faith. These 
images are given to us, not to create a timeline of the end, but rather to bolster our faith in 
adversity, recognizing in the end, God reigns. All who endure will stand before God in the 
righteousness of Christ. The community of faith will walk out of persecution into glory.  

Have you witnessed one who has suffered for their faith? Have you read of someone? Have you 
suffered for your faith? If you have suffered, how did you overcome? What do you believe is the 
effect on those outside the faith when they witness one who suffers for their faith? If we are 
reluctant to share our faith based upon what others think, how do you think we would respond to 
true persecution? Do you have hope and faith that, in the end, all will be well? 

The Images: Frail Humanity Is Transformed 

Our text closes with one statement that is powerful, merciful, loving, and hopeful. “And God will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes.” This statement is “fleshed out” in chapter 21 of 
Revelation. Revelation grants us a vision of a transformed world. There will be a new heaven 
and new earth. The dynamics and forces that create human suffering will once and for all be 
eradicated. Instead of the dynamics and powers that force us apart, God’s love in Christ will 
eternally bind us together. Instead of the dynamics and powers that abuse and deplete, we will 
witness a new creation of life, thriving life.  

Many of us consider this transformation as an event at the end. While this is ultimately true, we 
must understand that the transforming power of God is at work now. Remember, the Kingdom of 
God breaks into human history and draws us toward God and the Lord’s redemption. We can be 
renewed and transformed while we live. It is true that destructive powers can make life difficult, 
nevertheless, we have hope. Hope is the belief that God is with us in every moment of life, 
wasting not a single moment in moving us toward ultimate redemption.  

God is our unchangeable creator. Though life is in constant transition, and sometimes chaotic, 
God’s love in Jesus remains. The tears may still flow from our eyes. However, they are 
temporary. We dry our eyes, take another step forward in faith, and await the coming Kingdom. 
We are only tasting the beauty and wonder of what is to come. In this fleeting, chaotic world we 
witness another reality, a greater reality. God’s love is here! This is the great reality that gives 
meaning to and strengthens our life. This is the great reality that was most fully expressed in and 
through Jesus Christ and will arrive in all its glory in the end. 



The end for the Christian community does not mean “the end.” It means the end of our frail, 
weak, and sinful humanity and the coming of the eternal.  

How does Revelation’s triumphant message give you hope? How is hope operative in your life? 
How does this hope strengthen us when walking through adversity and suffering? When the 
Church lives and ministers in hope, what effect do you believe this hope will have on the world? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, life often causes our legs to weaken and our hearts to race. Let your tender mercy 
and grace open our eyes to eternal life. Do not let our tears blind us to the glory that exists and is 
yet coming. Use our faith, love, and hope to transform the world about us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

God of Power 

Fall Quarter: Celebrating God 
Unit 3: Visions of Praise 

Sunday school lesson for the week of November 14, 2021  
By Dr. D. Craig Rikard 

Background Scripture: Revelation 11: 11-19 
Key Scripture (NIV): “The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, which said, ‘The Kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever.’” Rev. 11:15 

Aims of the Lesson 

1. To understand the nature and importance of symbols and visions in Revelation. 
2. To understand the nature of God’s Kingdom both now, and to come. 
3. To understand Jesus as the embodiment of the Kingdom. 
4. To understand the reign of God over all. 

Introduction 

Revelation, from chapter 4 forward, consists of God’s revelation through visions and images. 
The vision in the Bible does not originate in the self, it comes from God. John was given the high 
privilege of gazing into the last days and the coming Kingdom. However, again, he must 
describe what he sees in “human words.” We must always remember the transcendent exists 
more fully beyond our words. Indeed, we do “see through a glass dimly.” These revelatory 



visions are a gift from God. They are not intended to create a timeline of the last days. They are a 
message of hope and triumph that after all the events of human history draw to a close, the reign 
of God exists and triumph!  

Again, the revelations in the book are also images. God reveals to John using images with which 
John is acquainted. Some might ask, “Why didn’t God just allow us to see the fullness of eternity 
without images?” We could not grasp it! Eternity is beyond human comprehension. Therefore, 
we bow in gratitude that God has allowed us to perceive the coming Kingdom with our limited 
eyesight and understanding. John did not create the images, he only received them; thus, the title 
of the book, “Revelation.” Why give us these specific images? Again, life can become brutal and 
frightful. Our strength to persevere and endure emerges from the knowledge that in the end all 
will be more than well. 

We also must acknowledge the use of numerology in Revelation. Numbers like 3,7,12, or 
multiples of them occur throughout the book. The numbers themselves are seen as pointing to 
eternal reality. Another entire lesson, or more, could be devoted to understanding biblical 
numerology. 

When we study biblical visions and images we must always remind ourselves that these images 
and symbols point to a greater reality. They were images the early Church could understand, and 
many knew to what or whom the images pointed. Many are too quick to read the images as 
literal. For example, we are given the dimensions of the Holy City. These dimensions were large 
to John and his audience. They were also expressed in numbers that pointed to eternal reality. 
However, our eternal destiny is just that, “eternal.” Therefore, no size can be assigned. However, 
we cannot even imagine “no size.” Thus, we have received the beautiful image of a large, holy, 
radiant city. This is just one of many images that point to an even greater reality. Yes, there is a 
destiny, an eternal gift of eternal life made possible through Jesus Christ. We can catch a glimpse 
of it in John. This glimpse is enough to comfort and strengthen the human heart and spirit.  

Consequently, we should “take off our shoes,” for we stand on holy ground when reading and 
studying Scripture. We should never be afraid to study the Bible. We are invited to read and 
study the sacred texts. Yet, we must always approach Scripture with humility and reverence, for 
it points to truth and the eternal. 

Are there acts of preparation in which you engage prior to studying Scripture? Can you share 
them? How do you help yourself gain a sense of the revered and sacred Word? If another is 
sharing or teaching Scripture, how can you prepare to hear with an open ear and heart? How do 
you understand images and visions in the Bible? Are you able to comprehend our limitations 
when seeking to grasp the eternal? How does Jesus help us see, experience, and understand the 
eternal? 

The Messages of the Visions and Images in Revelation 11 



The Message of the Seventh Angel 

Had we been present with John, we would have heard the blast of the trumpet accompanied by 
“loud” voices in heaven. John could have omitted the word “loud” and the text would read pretty 
much the same. However, he intentionally wants the reader to know the voices were loud. The 
trumpet and loud voices call us to “pay attention.” These terms imply all the world must hear. Of 
course, every word is important in Scripture; however, we must not move too quickly beyond an 
expression of truth. We need to pay attention with attentive ears. God forbid the human ear grow 
so accustomed to hearing the sacred that it is taken for granted. The Spirit calls us in life to pay 
attention. Though we’ve read biblical texts many times, there are moments when the same text 
leaps from the page and grabs our attention. It is the right Word for the right time. There are 
moments in life when the Word expresses itself through creation or others. I shared weeks ago 
that my young daughter once asked to look at a flower. I looked and affirmed it was pretty. 
However, she said, “But Dad, it’s really pretty!” These moments call us to slow down, look and 
listen, for God wants our attention. God is calling us to see that which is “really pretty.” Life can 
prove so loud it becomes overwhelming. I don’t personally believe God is in a shouting match 
with the world. Even the whisper of God is more powerful that the loudest noise. God will seek 
our attention, yet we must learn to see and hear the eternal in this fleeting world. It is true that 
often God speaks in a still small voice as the Lord spoke to Elijah. However, there are moments 
when God’s truth confronts and calls us to note the obvious. 

In this text of Rev. 11, the listener is called to pay attention in verses 15 and 19. We start with the 
trumpet and loud voices and end with flashes of lightening, rumblings, peals of thunder, an 
earthquake, and a severe hailstorm. The entirety of Revelation calls us to sit up, listen, embrace, 
and proclaim.  

Can you share moments in your life when God revealed he wanted your attention? Can you 
share a moment when a known biblical text seemed to speak to you with great clarity and 
meaning? What did God teach you in such moments? Can you identify the “loud noises” in life 
that are so loud we often miss what God is saying? How do you think we can train ourselves to 
pay greater attention to God in life, worship and Scripture? What do you think are the dynamics 
that hinder us from paying attention? How do you think we can overcome them? 

The grand message of the seventh angel is for us to pay attention to the fact that God’s Kingdom 
is altering all reality until the transformation and redemption are complete. John writes, “The 
Kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, and he will 
reign for ever and ever.” The idea of process and progression exists from beginning to the end in 
Scripture. Process and progression are therefore a part of Revelation’s message. In the Gospel of 
John, the first chapter, we read that God gave us the “power to become sons and daughters of 
God.” Note the term “become.” Our conversion was only the first step in the journey. We were 
immediately sons and daughters of God. However, we are not complete. We are becoming! The 
world even now is becoming the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is present, altering the 



world; consequently, there will be a day when all is transformed. John is allowed to see and hear 
of this blessed culmination. 

Have you the awareness that you are becoming? If not, why not? If so, what difference does this 
awareness create in your life? Can you recognize this journey by looking at your past? Is your 
church helping people realize the reality of this blessed journey? If not, what can your church do 
to help? What are some ways your church can acknowledge the destiny of God’s people? In what 
ways can we celebrate what is to come as it exists in the here and now? 

The angel further declares that this Kingdom is the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah. 
This line can create some unnecessary struggle. It is obvious from New Testament writings that 
the belief in one God is paramount. Here it sounds as though the divine is “split” into “the Lord” 
and “his Messiah.” The trinity remains one of the great mysteries of our faith. We will not grasp 
it in our lifetime. In all the realities of the universe, is there a reality where three indeed is one? 
Certainly in the realm of the eternal it is so. Again, our minds cannot grasp such an idea, for we 
are three, perhaps four, dimensional. If there were 1,000 dimensions of reality in the cosmos, 
God is above and beyond all of them. God made them! Thus, we must accept mystery as a vital 
part of faith. Mystery keeps us looking and seeking. Mystery drives us to our knees!  

Most often the trinity is expressed as an integral whole of Father, Son and Spirit. We speak of the 
three facets of the trinity as though we can separate them. Such separation assists us in 
conversing and studying the nature of God. It is helpful that we can study God as Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. We attempt to help people grasp the trinity with images such as a triangle. Yet, 
like all attempts, the image falls so far short. I once attempted to help another understand the 
trinity by referring to my own existence. I am one physical body that can think and act. My 
thought originates within me, and I express that thought in word and action. There is me, my 
thoughts, and my action. They are one integral whole. We cannot separate them or I cease to 
exist. Still, I am attempting to describe God, the sum total of all reality, using my frail humanity. 
It is best to accept by faith and bow in mystery. 

John is inspired to separate the Lord and his Messiah as a means to understand the Kingdom. 
God’s Kingdom is eternal and has always been moving in human life. The Messiah, Jesus, was 
the embodiment of this Kingdom in flesh and blood that we might understand the Kingdom and 
the nature of God. God is the creator of the Kingdom. The Messiah is the instrument through 
which this Kingdom has been revealed. John’s omission of the Holy Spirit in no way means he 
doesn’t believe in the triune God. The image of the Lord and his Messiah are simply useful for 
“this particular vision.” 

The Message of the 24 Elders 

Again, the number 24 is a number of eternal value. It is the multiple of 12, which represents the 
tribes of Israel and the disciples of Jesus. Many believe the 24 elders represent the biblical 
priesthood. In both the Old and New Testament eras, priests were often corrupt. Many abused 



their position for personal gain and suffered God’s anger in doing so. As Jesus’ day arrived, 
many of the priests held positions of power and again, used this power for personal gain at the 
expense of the masses. The position of High Priest was the highest position a priest could hold. 
Only the High Priest could perform certain functions in the temple, especially on the Day of 
Atonement. Only the High Priest could enter the Holy Place and pour the sacrificial blood atop 
the Ark. This was an act of great necessity for the Jewish people. This was their means of being 
forgiven! Thus, the corrupting dynamic of power crept into the heart of the High Priest. In Jesus’ 
day, the High Priest had become a political appointment. Thus, the priest was aligned with 
Rome. The High Priest Caiaphas played a powerful role in the Sanhedrin (the 70 elders of Israel 
and the High Priest). Caiaphas was very instrumental, as a political appointee of Rome, in Jesus’ 
trial and death. 

As human history draws to a close, we are offered the image of the priesthood bowing before 
God in utter praise. Notice the phrase of the elders, “You have taken your great power and have 
begun to reign.” All rulers of the earth have lost all power. The power they possessed was a trust. 
God is now the powerful ruler of heaven and earth. Personal gain is no longer an enticement, for 
the righteous, loving God is judge and rewards selflessness. Also, notice the phrase, “for 
destroying those who destroy the earth.” All corrupt power in human history was and is 
destructive. It was and is not only destructive for people and nations, it is destructive to creation 
itself. Few us can deny the destructive power of many who have abused creation through the 
years. Those days have drawn to an end. The ruler of the earth is the one who made the earth!  

The 24 elders reveal that all corruption and human power have been eradicated or transformed 
through the loving reign of God. All will be judged righteously by the Lord, both living and 
dead. We can often grow frustrated after witnessing abuse in the world. Certainly, we, by the 
grace of God, do all in our power to stop such abuse. Still, we know the Kingdom is here. It is 
transforming people even now, and will one day totally transform not only people, but creation 
itself. In Romans 8, Paul wrote that creation itself groans for redemption. That day of redemption 
is coming, and even now is working in the world. 

Can you identify the abuse of creation in life? Can you identify abuse through power? What do 
you believe is our Christian responsibility? Do you find hope in the Kingdom of God as a reality 
in the here and now? Do you find hope in the Kingdom of God as a coming reality that 
transforms all? How is the Kingdom working in you now? How is the Kingdom working through 
the Church in the here and now? 

The Message of the Open Temple 

I, too, believe the 24 elders are a reference to the priesthood of Israel, for verse 19 offers a vision 
of the Holy Place in the temple. Again, only the High Priest could enter before the Ark. The Ark 
stood at the center of the Holy Place. Only the priest could even gaze at the Ark, which was 
hidden by a heavy curtain. In this vision, the temple is “open to all.” The Messiah has made 



forgiveness possible for all, and once and for all time. For the readers of John’s Revelation who 
were Jewish, this opening of the Holy Place was a powerful symbol of hope. God has allowed 
the sacred and holy to enter the lives of his people, and we are allowed to enter. After Jesus’ 
death, the curtain hiding the Ark ripped. All in its vicinity would have seen the Holy Place. 
Spiritually, that curtain was torn once and for all. The invitation of God to experience the eternal 
is open to all of humble faith.  

In the vision, we are allowed to “see the Ark.” The Ark disappeared in the days of Jeremiah, 
following the fall of Jerusalem. It has remained “lost” to the world. However, for believers, the 
Ark exists in the heart. The reality of forgiveness dwells within us. In this vision, the people are 
reunited with the symbol of all that is sacred and dear. What was not seen is now being seen, as 
what is seen is being transformed. For years, Israelites engaged in pilgrimages to Jerusalem 
during Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. Just to stand in the temple as the High Priest took 
the blood into the Holy Place was an event of eternal consequence. Now, the journey is 
complete. Jesus has walked the journey with us and for us. Humanity has been made fit for the 
eternal through Jesus Christ!  

Note in closing, again we read of the surrounding sounds: rumblings, peals of thunder. And we 
read of the images: flashes of lightening, an earthquake, and a severe hailstorm. All call us to 
“pay attention!” The eternal is moving in the temporal! The reign of God has come and is 
coming in Christ! 

Are you aware of the importance of forgiveness in your life? In the life of the Church? In the 
world? What are the symbols of forgiveness for you? Is it the cross on the altar table of your 
church? Can you share the symbols of forgiveness for you as you worship? Are you aware that 
you have already been invited into the eternal? That you are on a pilgrimage toward the 
eradication of all sin in the world? How does this message give you hope? How does this hope 
help you share the Gospel with a broken, alienated world? 

Prayer 

Almighty God, our loving creator and judge of all, we come before you with grateful hearts. We 
thank you for the gift of Jesus, our friend, companion, redeemer and savior of the world. We 
thank you for all symbols of hope, and especially for substance of that hope in Christ. Help us 
see the Kingdom in the now, while holding fast to the reality that is to come. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.  

Dr. D. Craig Rikard is a South Georgia pastor. Email him at craigrikard169@yahoo.com. 

 

A word you will never hear John Wesley say 



JOHN WESLEY MOMENTS 
DAVE HANSON 

John Wesley said, “There is one word you will never hear me say!” 

I was stunned when I read that statement in John Wesley’s writings. 

I was even more surprised when I discovered the word was “dearest.” He meant that he would 
never use the word “dearest” in connection with God. He was concerned that many were 
becoming too familiar when speaking of Almighty God. The word “dearest” was to be used in 
expressing warm, intimate feelings of affection, especially to a person of the opposite sex. To 
Wesley, it was inappropriate to use such a term regarding a holy, almighty God.  

John Wesley said his brother, Charles, sometimes use the term in his hymns. He said that 
whenever they sang such a hymn, he would refuse to sing along. 

I wonder how he would feel about many of the gospel choruses we sing today. 

The Rev. Dave Hanson is a retired pastor and John Wesley scholar. 

 

Together, we are making a difference 

By Rev. Garth Duke Barton, Conference Secretary for Global Ministries 

As your new South Georgia Annual Conference Secretary for Global Ministries, one of my tasks 
is to highlight the great mission work we are doing in the world. It will be my pleasure to share 
news of some of the people and the places we are working to make a difference for the kingdom 
of God. In this column I mention UMCOR, The United Methodist Committee on Relief. For 
more information about this agency, visit umcmission.org/umcor/. 

If you see a disaster or a human tragedy and wonder where the church is, know that our United 
Methodist church is there via UMCOR, offering resources, people, and the love of God to those 
in need. Our apportionments support them so they can go and serve where needed. UMCOR is 
serving in places like Central America, Asia, Africa, and here in the United States.  

You ask, “Where is the church?” One of those places we are also serving is Afghanistan. The 
news that came out of Afghanistan in August caused many Christians to wonder where the 
church was. UMCOR has been there and the work they did will continue long after everyone else 
is gone. 

From UM News, September 10, 2021: 



United Methodists were working to help the people of Afghanistan as far back as the mid-1960s, 
David Wildman, a staff executive with United Methodist Global Ministries said, adding that the 
work has continued “through every conceivable regime.” The UMCOR field office in 
Afghanistan closed in 2014 and there hasn’t been United Methodist staff there since 2020, he 
said. 

Projects such as latrines, high-altitude greenhouses, and irrigation ditches, supported by the 
denomination, have made a big difference in Afghanistan. 

What can we do? We can pray for UMCOR. We can pay our apportionments to help support 
them. We can send in additional money to help them serve in the world, whether here in the 
United States or across the world. We can volunteer to serve with them. Together, we are making 
a difference. The church is alive and well, serving God and God’s people. 

Rev. Garth Duke-Barton, pastor of Epworth United Methodist Church in Jesup, also serves as 
Conference Secretary for Global Ministries. 

 

Retired Clergy Birthdays – November 2021 
 
11/01 – Sam Collins: PO Box 191; Dexter, GA 31019 
11/01 – Thomas Maddox: 5938 State Route 7 South; Gallipolis, OH 45631 
11/03 – Loretta Dunbar: 7552 Edgewater Dr.; Columbus, GA 31904 
11/03 – Edwin Smith: 305 Grindstone Creek Dr.; Clarkesville, GA 30523 
11/04 – Russell Edwards, Jr.: 1660 Jennings Mill Rd.; Watkinsville, GA 30677 
11/07 – Eve Tomberlin: 137 Aston Hall; Macon, GA 31078 
11/08 – Gary Carter: 400 Hill Manning Rd.; Cochran, GA 31014 
11/08 – Mary Ann Traver: PO Box 1934; Richmond Hill, GA 31324 
11/09 – Douglas Force: PO Box 1938; Hinesville, GA 31313 
11/09 – Joe Flowers, Jr.: 390 Brook Hollow Dr.; McDonough, GA 30252 
11/10 – Kirk Loyless: 5677 Hwy. 91 S; Donalsonville, GA 39845 
11/11 – David Johnson: 916 Watermelon Run; Charleston, SC 29412 
11/12 – James E. Davis: 170 Caney Branch Dr.; Homerville, GA 31634 
11/12 – John Mitchell: 123 Lundy Court; Macon, GA 31210 
11/14 – 3915 49th Ave. Northfied U.; St. Petersburg, FL 33714  
11/14 – Woody Roberts: 1259 Hwy. 36 E.; Barnesville, GA 30204 
11/14 – David Tart, III: 312 Knob Hill Rd.; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/14 – Donald Youmans: 287 Pacolet Ridge Lane; Tryon, NC 28782 
11/16 – Brad Brady: 602 Bridle Run; Statesboro, GA 30458 
11/21 – Robert Hall: 4221 Stone Mill Ct.; Martinez, GA 30907 
11/21 – Kitty Newton: 187 Newbridge Rd.; Sylvania, GA 30467 
11/22 – John McGowan: #1 Ramblewood Circle; Valdosta, GA 31602 
11/23 – Jack Atkinson: 2317 Bear Creek Rd.; Adel, GA 31620 
11/25 – Carter Berkeley: 77 Bethany Way; Statesboro, GA 30458 



11/25 – Rex Odom: 4062 Vineville Ave.; Macon, GA 31210 
11/27 – Buddy Coss: 356 Manry St.; Edison, GA 39846 
11/27 – Gordon Goodwill: 2911 Charlie Lane; Statesboro, GA 30461 
11/28 – Richard Turnipseed: 12420 Clubhouse Court; Tavares, FL 32778 
11/30 – Enoch Hendry: 306 E. 54th St.; Savannah, GA 31405 
 

OBITUARIES 

Mrs. Evelyn Steele 
Mrs. Evelyn Meadows Steele, 97, of Cartersville, Georgia, passed on to her heavenly home on 
October 23, 2021. She was laid to rest at Bonaventure Cemetery in Savannah, following a 
graveside service on October 27, 2021. A celebration of her life will be held later at Martha 
Bowman UMC in Macon, on Saturday, November 6, 2021, at 2:00 p.m., where the family will 
greet friends following the service. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to 
Epworth By The Sea, 100 Arthur J. Moore Drive, St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522, St. Simons 
United Methodist Church, 624 Ocean Blvd, St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522, or Martha 
Bowman United Methodist Church, 500 Bass Road, Macon, Georgia 31210 or 
marthabowman.org/giving.   

Mrs. Steele was born on February 1, 1924, in Cochran, Georgia to Walker A. and Annie Helms 
Meadows. She was a graduate of Cochran High School and the University of Georgia. Upon 
receiving her degree in Home Economics, she taught for two years at Cochran High, then moved 
to Columbus, Georgia to work as a Home Economist for Georgia Power. There she met Rev. 
Charles E. “Ned” Steele, who was serving his first pastorate at Sherwood Methodist Church. 
They wed in 1951 and were married for 62 years, until his death in 2013.  

Evelyn was a loving and supportive pastor’s wife and mother to three girls, the youngest of 
which had special needs. Her many roles as a mother included being a dedicated caregiver and 
advocate for Sandra. She taught Sunday School, was active in the United Methodist Women, and 
served on the board of Wesley Glen (the United Methodist home for adults with disabilities in 
Macon). She enjoyed preparing wonderful meals for her family and others until recent years and 
was known as a gracious hostess. Evelyn had a wide circle of friends from churches all over the 
South Georgia Conference where she and Ned served before retiring to St. Simons Island in 
1989. They lived there for 17 years before moving to Macon to be closer to their girls.  

Mrs. Steele is survived by her daughters, Suzanne Johnson (Dave), of Lawrenceville, Georgia, 
and Sally Black (David), of Cartersville, Georgia; grandson, Hayes Johnson (Mary Katherine); 
great-grandchildren, Liam and Hannah Johnson of Birmingham, Alabama, and numerous nieces 
and nephews. She is predeceased by her husband, Charles E. “Ned” Steele; youngest daughter, 
Sandra Kay Steele; her parents; and 3 siblings and their spouses.  



Rev. Dr. Edwin Leon Willis 
Rev. Dr. Edwin Leon Willis, 69, passed away at his home on October 29, 2021, in Madison, Fla. 
Rev. Dr. Willis was born October 1, 1952, in Madison, Fla. to Linton Leon Willis and Ila Eunice 
Greene Willis. He was a 1970 graduate of Madison High School where he was a member of the 
FFA and the Beta Club. Following high school, he attended North Florida Junior College where 
he earned an A.A. degree. He then attended the University of Florida where he earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Animal Science. He went on to earn an MBA from Valdosta State College, 
a Masters of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary, a Master’s Degree in Marriage and 
Family Counseling from Troy University, and a Doctorate of Divinity from Covenant 
Theological Seminary in St. Louis, Mo. He also earned his Certificate for Certified Public 
Accounting from the state of Georgia. He was of the Methodist faith and an Ordained Full Elder 
Member of the South Georgia Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church. Rev. Dr. 
Willis served faithfully over churches and charges of the South Georgia United Methodist 
Conference for more than 30 years. He was a colonel in the Jaycees in Albany, Ga. and a 
member of the Lions Club in Donalsonville, Ga. In his spare time, he enjoyed playing and 
listening to Bluegrass, Gospel, and Country music. He played the guitar, piano, mandolin, and 
steel guitar, and was the founder of the Madison Chapter of the Song Farmers of Florida. He was 
preceded in death by: his parents, Linton and Ila Willis; an aunt, Cleo Willis; and his father-in- 
law, Marshall Jordan. 

He is survived by: his wife of 35 years, Lu Ann Jordan Willis; three sons, David Jordan Willis, 
of Savannah, Ga., Daniel Tate Willis, of Bluffton, SC, and Benjamin Brady Willis, and wife 
Kaylie, of Madison, Fla.; 2 sisters, Linda Ruth Turner, and husband Leroy, of Dothan, Ala., and 
Amelia Ann Mulkey, and husband Boss, of Madison, Fla.; as well as a host of nieces, nephews, 
other relatives, and friends. 

Funeral services were held Monday, Nov. 1, 2021, at Burns Funeral Home of Madison. Rev. 
James L. Johnson officiated. Interment followed in Pine Grove Baptist Cemetery. All 
arrangements are under the care of Burns Funeral Home of Madison. Donations may be made to 
the American Cancer Society in his honor. 

Friends may send condolences to the family at www.joepburnsfuneralhomes.com.  

 

Scripture Readings – Nov. 2 edition 

November 7 
Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17 
Psalm 127 



Hebrews 9:24-28 
Mark 12:38-44 

November 14 
Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
1 Samuel 1:4-20 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25 
Mark 13:1-8 

November 21 
Reign of Christ 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 18:33-37 

 

Events in the South Georgia Conference – 11/2/2021 edition  

Basic Lay Servant Ministries Training, Richmond Hill – Nov. 5-6 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The basic class is based on Cokesbury’s book, “Lay 
Servant Ministries Basic Course,” which teaches a basic understanding of ministry in the United 
Methodist Tradition. Included in the course is the following: Wesleyan Tradition and 
Foundations, Spiritual Gifts, Servant Leadership, Caring Ministries, Communicating, and 
Sharing Your Faith. You must complete all of the scheduled dates to complete your training. 
Basic LSM Training includes a basic foundation of the faith and an introduction to leadership.  
The class is a Friday night AND Saturday session. The Friday evening session is from 6:30-9 
p.m. and the Saturday session is from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at Richmond Hill UMC. If you’ve not had 
training within the last three years (or ever), sign up for this Basic Training; otherwise, sign up 
for an Advanced Training. You must complete all of the scheduled dates above to complete your 
training. Registration fee for the class is $40. This cost covers all training materials and lunch on 
Saturday. (Note: Basic Lay Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) For 
more information contact Anne Bosarge, anne@thechapelministries.com. Register 

Online Basic ERT Recertification – Nov. 13 
If your early response team (ERT) credentials have expired and you have not been able to renew 
because of COVID, UMCOR has waived all credentials from November 2019 through 
December 2021. In order to move forward in the credentialing process, UMCOR has now 



deployed an online recertification course to help you update your ERT credentials. Luis Morales, 
disaster response coordinator, will be hosting two, four-hour online classes. You only have to 
attend one of them to renew for another three years. They will be held via Zoom Saturday 
November 13 and December 11 from 8 am – 12 noon. More information / Register  

Wesleyan College Sunday – Nov. 14 
Each local United Methodist Church in South Georgia is encouraged to take up a special offering 
to support the ministry of Wesleyan College in Macon. To learn more about Wesleyan College, 
visit www.wesleyancollege.edu.  

Advanced Lay Servant Ministries Training, Richmond Hill – Nov. 19-20 
Lay Servant training is designed to educate those persons interested in stretching their faith to 
participate more fully in the ministries of the church. They have three main areas of focus: 
Leading, Caring, and Communicating. The advanced class, based on Cokesbury’s book, “Each 
One a Minister,” by William Carter, is a study of the book of Ephesians and what it teaches us 
about how we are called to use our spiritual gifts. Advanced LSM Training includes learning 
how to put your spiritual gifts into service. Registration fee for the class is $40. (Note: Basic Lay 
Servant class must be completed before taking Advanced Class.) The class will meet at 
Richmond Hill UMC, Friday, Nov. 19 from 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m., and Saturday, Nov. 20 from 9 
a.m. – 4 p.m. For more information, contact Anne Bosarge at anne@thechapelministries.com. 
Register 

Encounter Youth Retreat – Nov. 19-21 
Encounter Youth Retreat, for 6th-12th grade students, will take place November 19-21, 2021, at 
Epworth By The Sea on St. Simons Island. Information / Register 

United Methodist Student Day – Nov. 28 
The United Methodist Student Day Special Sunday Offering helps provide funds for scholarships 
and loans for United Methodist students. Student Day gifts make a real difference for those who 
hope to attend college. Ninety percent (90%) of the offering goes toward funding the many 
scholarships and loans administered by the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
(www.gbhem.org) and ten percent (10%) stays within our state and goes to Georgia UM-related 
schools for merit scholarships.  Contact the Georgia Commission on Higher Education and 
Collegiate Ministry (770-854-7283 or www.umcommission.org) for more information. 


